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5 Claims.

This invention relates broadly to merchandise
holders, and more particularly to devices for hold-
ing and displaying merchandise in stores and the
like. It relates still more particularly to a holder
for merchandise sold in units rather than in bulk,
as, for example, canned goods and goods packaged
in boxes, bottles, wrappers, etc., and goods of such
nature as to themselves form units such, for ex-
ample, as loaves of bread, grapefruit, oranges, ete,

I have devised a merchandise holder which has
all the advantages which a merchandise holder
should possess, namely:

(1) Low cost.

(2) Light weight and easy portability even

' “when filled with merchandise.

(3) Provision for maximum visibility of mer-
chandise held thereby.

(4) Great structural strength.

(8) Adaptability to particular merchandise to
be held or displayed, and

(6) Ability to be disposed in any convenient
location.

I provide a merchandise holder which com-~
prises an elongated hellow body in which articles

;- of merchandise are adapted to be held and dis-

played, such tody being transversely open so that
merchandise disposed therein may be seen from
without. The holder preferably has a continuous
transverse opening extending therealcng from
end to end but at the same time is shaped to
prevent merchandise disposed therein frem fall-
ing cut transversely.

I find it desirakle tc make my merchandise
holder out of sheet metal, as sheet metal is light

snnin weight and readily adapts itself to formation
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inte the desired shape. Specifically, I prefer to
employ expanded metal due to its foraminous
character which allows for visibility of the mer-
chandise not only through a continuous trans-

s»yerse opening extending along the holder from

end to end, if provided, but also through the open-
jings in the expanded metal itself. I find that
flattened expanded metal which is formed by cold
rolling and reducing expanded metal originally
manufactured on an expanded metal making ma-
chine is particularly desirable due to the fact that
both sides are smooth and flat, thus facilitating
handling of the merchandise holder and prevent-
ing goods from catching therein and due to the
high structural strength of flattened expanded
raetal. Expanded metal, as is well known, is
formed in integral sheets comprising strands and
strand interconnecting bonds, and cold rolling of
such sheets not only flattens the metal but also
greatly increases ifs strength.

(Cl. 211—49)

Other details, objects and advantages of the in-
vention will become apparent as the following de-
scription of certain present. preferred embodi-
ments thereof proceeds.

My merchandise holder may be made in many
different forms and may be adapted for support
by hanging, by setting on a counter or on the floor
or otherwise. In the accompanying drawings I
have shown certain present preferred embodi-
ments of the invention, in which

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion of
the inside of a store showing one form of mer-
chandise holder and one way in which it may be
supported in operative position;

Figure 2 is an elevational view to enlarged scale
of the lower portion of the merchandise holder
shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a transverse cross-sectional view
taken on the line III—IITI of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Pigure 2 showing a
modified form of merchandise holder with a loaf
of bread disposed therein; and

Figure 5 is a transverse cross-sectional view
taken on the line V—V of Figure 4.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ings, there is shown in Figure 1 a portion of the
interior of a store including shelving designated
generally by reference numeral 2, such shelving
comprising an upright support and partition 3
having a facing 4 and shelves 5 having merchan-
dise 6 thereon, Such shelving forms no part of
the present invention but is shown to facilitate
an understanding of the adaptability of my mer-
chandise holder, one form of which will now be
described. - The particular form of merchandise
holder to be described is adapted to be supported
by being hung from a nail or similar support and
is shown in Figure 1 as being hung from a naii 7
driven into the facing 4 of the shelving.

The holder is designated generally by reference
numeral 8 and comprises a portion of a sheet
of flattened expanded metal bent generally into
the form of somewhat more than half a cylinder,
as shown in Figure 3. The expanded metal is of
standard type including strands 8 and strand in-
terconnecting bonds 10 and is flattened by cold
rolling, which reduces the thickness of the metal
and at the same time increases its strength. The
expanded metal is readily flexible and may
easily he cut and formed into the shape shown.
It is trimmed along strands of the expanded
metal sheet so that the edges of the holder are
smooth  throughout. Due to the diagonal ar-
rangement of the strands trimming of the ex-
panded metal as just mentioned also results in a
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structurally strong merchandise holder of highly
attractive appearance.

In the form of merchandise holder shown in
Figures 1 to 3, inclusive, the expanded metal is
bent generally along the arc of a circle so as to
be adapted to hold cans {{. The holder as orig-
inally made can be sized to receive cans of any
particular diameter and, due to the character of
the structure and the flexibility of the material
of which it is made, its size can be adjusted to
adapt it to receive cans of different diameter
simply by bending the metal. The holder has
a continuous transverse opening 12 extending
along the same from end to end, the goods being
readily visible through such opening. The longi-
tudinal edges 3 of the holder preferably extend
arcund the goods sufficiently to prevent removal
of the same transversely from the holder with-
out deformation of the holder. The goods are
also visible through the interstices in the ex-
panded metal, and when expanded metal is used
in the fabrication of the holder it is-not essential
that the opening {2 be provided, as the goods are
sufiiciently visible without it. However, provi-
sicn of such opening increases the visibility of
the goods and also reduces the weight and cost
of the holder.

Suitably connected to the holder at its lower
portion is a support §4 comprising a shelf i5
upon which the bottom article of merchandise
i3 adapted to rest to hold the same against pass-
ing out thrcugh the bottom of the holder. The
support {4 may be connected with. the holder in
any suitable manner, as, for example, by welding.
The size of the shelf (5 is dependent upon the
particular goods to be held in the holder. Ordi-
narily it may be comparatively small so as simply
to engage an edge of a can or package. If goods
such as oranges, grapefruit, apples or the like
are to be held in the holder the shelf {5 should
be larger or a larger supporting surface should
be connected with it. A number of articles of
merchandise may be piled up within the holder
cne on top of another as shown in Figure 1.
The articles are preferably inserted and with-
drawn at the upper end of the holder, which is
open for this purpose. The upper end of the
holder may be provided with means for closing it
after insertion of the merchandise to prevent in-
advertent or unauthorized withdrawal thereof.

In Figures 4 and 5 there is shown a modified
form of merchandise holder 8’ which is to all
intents and purposes a duplicate of the holder
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 except that it is
shaped to receive and hold loaves of bread, of
which one, designated by reference numeral {8,
is shown in the bottom of the holder.

In addition to serving simply as a merchandise
holder for display purposes my holder may also
be used for transportation purposes, as it is
structurally strong yet light in weight and shaped
so as to consume very little space in addition fo
the space consumed by the goods. A holder of
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the type herein disclosed adapted primarily for
transportation purposes would preferably omit
the upper and lower generally triangular or
pointed portions of the form of holder shown,
or such portions or similar appropriately shaped
portions could be bent over to close the holder
at its ends.

While I have shown and described certain pres-
ent preferred embodiments of the invention, it is
to be distinctly understood that the same is not
limited thereto but may be otherwise variously
embodied within the scope of the following
claims.

I claim: )

1. A merchandise holder comprising an elon-
gated hollow body having a continuous trans-
verse opening extending along the same from end
to end, said body being of curved cross-section
and being bendable to change its size to accom-
modate articles of merchandise of generally cir-
cular cross-section of different cross-sectional
dimension.

2. A merchandise holder comprising an elon-
gated hollow body of expanded metal having a
continuous transverse opening exiending along
the same from end to end, the edges of said body
defining said opening being constituted at least
in substantial part by unsevered strands of the
expanded metal.

3. A merchandise holder comprising an elon-
gated and readily bendable hoilow body of ex-
panded metal cpen at both ends and having a
continuous transverse opening extending aicng
the same from end to end, the holder having a
stop member connected with the expanded metal
of the body adjacent one end therscf and pro-
jecting inwardly of the holder to limit move-
ment therethrough of articles of merchandise
introduced from the opposite end whereby such
articles of merchandise may be stacked within
the holder when the holder is disposed with its
first mentioned end downwardly.

4. A merchandise holder comprising an elon-
gated hollow body of expanded metal having a
continuous transverse opening extending along
the same from end to end, said body of expanded
metal being of curved cross-section and being
bendable to change its size to accommodate arti-
cles of merchandise of generally circular cross-
section of different cross-sectional dimension.

5. A merchandise holder comprising an elon-
gated and readily bendable hollow body of ex-
panded metal open at its upper end and having
a continuous transverse opening extending along
the same from end o end, the holder having stop
means to imit movement therethrough of arti-
cles of merchandise introduced from the upper
end whereby such articles of merchandise may be
stacked within the holder, the bendability of the
body providing for changing its cross-sectional
size to accommodate articles of merchandise of
different cross-sectional dimension.
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