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This invention relates broadly to merchandise 
holdierS, and more particularly to devices for hold 
ing and displaying merchandise in stores and the 
like. It relates Still more particularly to a holder 
for merchandise sold in units rather than in bulk, 
aS, for eXample, canned goods and goods packaged 
in boXes, bottles, Wrappers, etc., and goods of such 
nature as to themselves form units such, for ex 
ample, as loaVes of bread, grapefruit, oranges, etc. 

I ha.Ve deviSed a rerchandise holder Which has 
all the adWarntageS Which a merchandise holder 
Should posseSS, namely: 

(1) Low cost. 
(2) Light weight and easy portability even 

“ When filled Wjit nechandiSe, 
(3) Provision for maXimUm Wisibility of mer 

chandise held thereby. 
(4) Great Structural strength. 
(5) Adaptability to particular merchandise to 

be ed or displayed, and 
(6) Ability to be disposed in any convenient 

location. 
I provide a merchandise holder which com 

prises an elongated hoilloW body in which articles 
::: of merchandise are adapted to be held and dis 

played, such body being transversely open so that 
perchandise di Sposed therein may be Seen from 
Without, The holder preferably has a continUOUS 
transverse opening extending therealong from 
end to end but at the same time is shaped to 
prevent merchandise disposed therein from fall 
ing out transversely. 

fiind it desirable tg make my merchandiSe 
holder out of Sheet metal, as Sheet metal is light 

:::in weight and readily adapts itself to formation 

55 

into the desired Snape. Specifically, I prefer to 
employ eXpanded metal due to its foraminous 
character Wich allOWS foi Visibility of the mer 
chaidise not only through a continuous trans 

f; verse opening eXtending along the holder from 
end to end, if provided, but also through the open 
ingS in the expanded metal itself. I find that 
flatteined expanded metai Which is formed by cold 
rolling and reducing expanded metal originally 
manufactured on an eXpanded metal making ma 
chine is particularly desirable due to the fact that 
both Sides are Smooth and flat, thus facilitating 
handling of the merchandise holder and prevent 
ing goods from catching therein and due to the 
high structural strength of fattened expanded 
metal. Expanded metal, as is Well known, is 
formed in integral sheets comprising strands and 
strand interconnecting bonds, and cold rolling Of 
Such sheets not only fiattens the metal but also 
greatly increases its Strength. 

(CI. 2:1-49) 
Other details, objects and advantages of the in 

Vention will become apparent as the folloWing de 
Scription of certain present preferred embodi 
ments thereOf proceedS. 
My merchandise holder may be made in many 5 

different forms and may be adapted for Support 
by hanging, by setting on a counter or on the floor 
or otherWise. In the accompanying drawingS I 
have ShOW in certain present preferred embodi 
ments of the invention, in which () 

Figure 1 is a perSpective Wiew of a portion Of 
the inside Of a Store ShoWing One form Of mer 
chandise holder and One Way in Which it may be 
Supported in operative position; 

Figtre 2 is an elevational view to en larged Scale i 5 
of the lower portion of the merchandise holder 
ShOWn in Figure i; 

Figure 3 is a tranSverSe -- CrOSS-Sectional View 
taken on the line III-III of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2, showing a 20 
modified form of merchandise holder With a loaf 
Of bread disposed therein; and 

Figure 5 is a transVerse CrOSS-Sectional View" 
taken on the line V-V of Figure 4. 

Referring now more particularly to the draw- 25 
ings, there is shown in Figure 1 a portion of the 
interior of a Store including Shelving designated 
generally by reference numeral 2, such shelving 
comprising an upright Support and partition 3 
having a facing 4 and shelves 5 having merchan- 30 
dise 6 thereon. Such shelving forms no part of 
the present iraVention, but is shown to facilitate 
an understanding of the adaptability of my mer 
chandise holder, One form of Which Will now be 
described. The particular form of merchandise 35 
holder to be described is adapted to be supported 
by being hung from a inaill or Similar SULpport and 
is ShOWml ?na Figure 1 as being hUng from a naii 
driven into the facing 4 of the shelving. 
The holder is designated generally by reference 40 

numeral : 8 and COmpriSeS a portion of a sheet 
of flattened eXpanded metal pent generally into 
the form of somewhat more than half a cylinder, 
aS. ShoWn in Figure 3. The eXpanded metal is Of 
standard type including strands 9 and strand in- 45 
terconnecting bonds lö and is flattened by coid 
rolling, Which reduces the thickneSS Of the meta 
and at the same time increases its strength. The 
expanded metal is readily flexible and may 
easily be cut and formed into the shape shown. 60 
It is trimmed along Strands Of the eXpanded 
metal Sheet So that the edges of the holder are 
Smooth throUighout. - Due to the diagonal ar 
rangenent Of the Strands trimming Of the ex 
panded metal as just mentioned also results in a 55 
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2 
structurally strong merchandise holder of highly 
attractive appearance. 

In the form of merchandise holder ShoWn in 
Figures 1 to 3, inclusive, the expanded metal is 
bent generally along the arc of a circle so as to 
be adapted to hold cans f . The holder as Orig 
inally made can be sized to receive cans of any 
particular diameter and, due to the character Of 
the Structure and the flexibility of the material 
of which it is made, its size can be adjusted to 
adapt it to receive cans of different diameter 
Simply by bending the metal. The holder haS 
a continuous transverse opening 12 extending 
along the same from end to end, the goods being 
readily visible through such opening. The longi 
tudinal edges i 3 of the holder preferably eXtend 
around the goods Sufficiently to prevent remoVal 
of the Same transversely from the holder With 
out deformation of the holder. The goods are 
also visible through the interstices in the eX 
panded metal, and when expanded metal is used 
in the fabrication of the holder it is. not essential 
that the opening 2 be provided, as the goodS affe 
SUfficiently visible without it. However, proV? 
Sion of such opening increases the visibility of 
the goods and also reduces the weight and COSt 
of the holder. 

Suitably connected to the holder at its loWer 
portion is a support 4 comprising a shelf i 5 
upon which the bottom article of merchandise 
is adapted to rest to hold the Same againSt pa SS 
ing out through the bottom of the holder. The 
Support i may be connected with the holder in 
any suitable manner, as, for example, by welding. 
The Size of the shelf 5 is dependent upon the 
particular goods to be held in the holder. Ordi 
narily it may be comparatively small so as Simply 
to engage an edge of a can Or package. If goodS 
such as oranges, grapefruit, apples or the like 
are to be held in the holder the shelf 45. Should 
be larger or a larger supporting SULrface should 
be connected with it. A number of articles of 
merchandise may be piled up within the holder 
Gine on top of another as shown in Figure 1. 
The articles are preferably inserted and With 
diraWin at the upper end of the holder, which is 
open for this purpose. The upper end of the 
holder may be provided with means for Closing it 
after insertion of the merchandise to prevent in 
a dyertent or Una Uthorized withdra,Wall thereOf. 

In Figures 4 and 5 there is shown a modified 
form of merchandise holder 8” Which is to al 
intents and purposes a duplicate of the holder 
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 except that it is 
shaped to receive and hold loaves of bread, of 
Which one, designated by reference numeral !! 6, 
is ShoWn in the bottOm Of the holder. 

In addition to serving simply as a merchandise 
holder for display purpOSes my holder may al SO 
be used for transportation purposes, as it is 
StructUrally Strong yet light in Weight and Shaped 
So as to consume Very little Space in addition to 
the Space consumed by the goods. A. holder Of 
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the type herein disclosed adapted primarily for 
transportation purposes would preferably omit 
the upper and lower generally triangular Or 
pointed portions of the form of holder shoWin, 
or Such portions or Similar appropriately Shaped 
portions could be bent over to close the holder 
at its ends. 
While I have ShoWn and deSCribed Certain preS - 

ent preferred embodiments of the inventio1n, it is 
to be distinctly UnderStood that the Same is In?t 
imited thereto but may be otherwise variously 
embodied Within the Scope Of the folloWing 
Claims. 

Clain: M 

1. A merchandise holder comprising an elon 
gated hollow body having a continuous trans 
verse opening extending along the same from end 
to end, Said body being Of curved CrOSS-Section 
and being beradable to change its Size to accom 
modate articles Of Ymerchandise of generally cir 
cular cross-Section of different cross-Sectional 
dimension. 

2. A merchandise hoide comprising an eion 
gated holloW body of eXpanded metai having a 
continu?us tranSVerse opening eXtending along 
the Same from end to end, the edges of Said body 
defining Said Opening being constituted at least, 
in substantiali part by unsevered strands of the 
eXpanded rimetal. 

3. A merchandise holder comprising an elon 
gated and readily bendable holilo W body of eX 
panded metal Open at both ends and having a 
cOntinuOUS tramSVerSe Opening eXtending ai Gng 
the Same from end to end, the holder having a 
stop member connected With the eXpanded metalì 
of the body adjacent One end thereof and pro 
jecting in Wardly of the hoider to limit move 
ment therethrough of articles of mercialindise 
introduced from the opposite end Whereby Such 
articles of merchandise may be Stacked within 
the hOder When the holder is disposed With its 
first mentioned end dio Winwardly. 

4. A merchandise holder comprising an elon 
gated hollow body of expanded metal having a 
continuOUS transVerse opening eXtending along 
the same from end to end, Said body of expanded 
metal being of curVed Cross-section and being 
bendable to change itS Size to accommodate arti 
cleS Of mer Chandise of generally circular CrOSS 
Section Of different, CrOSS-Sec?ional dinem Sion. 

5. A merchandise holder comprising an elon 
gated and readiiy bendable hollow body of ex 
panded metali open at its Upper end and having 
a continuous transVerse opening extending along 
the same from end to end, the Bolder having stop 
means to limit mOvenent therethrough Of arti 
cles of merchandise introduced from the upper 
end Whereby SUCI articles Oif meirchandise imay be 
Stacked Within the holder, the bendability of the 
body providing for changing its cross-sectional 
Size to a.CCOm??date articles Of merchandise Of 
different CrOSS-Sectional dimen Sion. 

WAYNE E. MACK. 
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