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This invention relates to ironing tables
and particularly to means for preventing
soiling of the clothes being ironed by falling
upon the floor during the process of-ironing.

An object of this invention is to provide

an improved ironing table which will receive .

and support above the floor any portions of
clothes being ironed which may depend from
the ironing top or table section, in an ef-
fective and simple manner and witheut ham-
pering the movements of the person ironing
or compelling them to stand in an uncom-
fortable position while ironing,

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved attachment for ironing
tables which will, when attached to an iron-
ing table, receive and support above the
floor any portions of clothes being ironed

which may depend from the ironing top:

or table section; which may be attached in
a simple manner to any of the common
styles of ironing tables without changes in
their construction or design; which may be
partially or entirely removed from the table
when not in use; and which will be es-
pecially ‘simple, practical, compact and
durable. a : -

A further object is to provide an improved
ironing table construction or attachment
theretor, which will accomplish the above
objects and which will be relatively simple
and inexpensive. : o

Further objects and advantages will be
apparent from the following description of
embodiments of the invention and the novel
features will be particularly pointed out

claims.

In the accompanying drawings, = -

Fig. 1 1s a side elevation of a folding iron-
ing table having a clothes support attached
thereto and constructed in accordance with
the invention;

Fig. 2 is a sectional plan of the same with
a section taken approximately along the line
2—9, Fig. 1; :

Fig. 3 1s a side elevation similar to Fig. 1,
but with the attachment partially removed,
and the unremoved portion supported in a
manner which will not interfere with the
use of the board;

Fig. 4 is a perspective of the portion of

the attachment which has been removed
from Fig. 3, as the same is supported upon-

a wall when not in use;

‘Fig. 5 is a perspective of the same ready
for attachment to a table; _ :
_ Tig. 6 is a perspective of another type of -
ironing table having attached thereto a
clothes support also constructed in accord-
ance with the invention and illustrating how
the same attachment shown in F igs. 1 and
5 can be attached to this type of table;

Fig. 7 is a perspective of an arm of the
frame of Fig. 5 and illustrating another

manner of varying the effective length

thereof; and

Fig. 8 is a perspective of one end of one of
the parts to which the sheet is attached.

In the embodiment of the. invention illus-
trated in Figs. 1 to 5, the ironing table se-
lected for illustration is provided with a
flat ironing top or board section 1, having a
leg member or section 2 hinged thereto at a
point adjacent one end of the table section,
so that when desired, it may swing approxi-
mately flat against the under face of the
board. A second leg section 3 is hinged,
such as by a pin 4 to the leg 1, and extends
obliquely beneath the ironing top or board
section.  This leg member or section 3 has
connected thereto, such as by a hinge 5, an
arm 6 which extends upwardly therefrom
and engages between a pair of abutments or
cleats 7 which depend from the lower face
of the board.. It will thus be observed that
the leg section or member 2 may comprise
two separate legs independently hinged to

60

70

‘75

80

85

the lower face of the table section, as shown, ~

and connected together by the pivot rod 4

1 ] - adjacent the hinged end, and also by a rod
hereinafter in connection with the appended . -

or rung 8 extending betwen the two legs of
the section 2 at points intermediate - of
their ‘ends. . In order to prevent uninten-
tional movement of the leg section 2 up un-
der the board section, such as occurs when
the table is to be folded, an arm 9 may be
Linged as by pin 10 to the under face of the
board section and hooked at its other end
over the rung 8. The details of this board,
however, form per se no part of the present
invention, being illustrative only of one type
of folding tables now available in the mar-
ket and having three supporting legs form-
ing two supporting leg sections. .
Referring now to Fig. 5, two U-shaped
members 11 and 12 such as may be formed
by bending flat strips of metal, are disposed
with their free arms in overrunning relation
to one another, so as to form a rectangular
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frame. The overrunning arms ave adjust-
ably secured to one another in any suitable

" manner, enabling selective adjustment of the

10

26

3N

-
o

40

extent to which the arms overlap. As a
simple form of adjustment, the arms may be
provided with rows of apertures 13 along
the same and bolts 14 may be passed through
alined apertures in order to clamp the arms
in adjusted positions. The ends of this rec-
tangular frame may have apertures 15
therein adjacent vertical edges, and arms 16
may be hinged to.the ends of the rectangu-
lar frameé upon the strip 15* formed between
the apertures 15 and the adjacent vertical
edges along which the apertures 15 extend.
The arms 16 arve also preferably extensible
in length, and each formed of two overlap-
ping strips of sheet metal. These overlap-
ping sections may be adjustably secured to-
gether in a manner similar to the arms of
the sections 11 and 12 of the frame, and for
this purpose may be provided with rows of
apertures 17, through -alined apertures of
which bolts 18 may. be passed for clamping
the overlapping strips together. In such
cases where the arms 16 are formed of strips
of sheet metal, the hinged connection to the
rectangular frame may be provided in a
simple manner by passing an end of an arn
16 through an aperture 15, and then bending
it back against the portion of the arm 16

which has not vet passed through the aper-
J t=3

ture 15, so as to form a loop bearing. Thus,
the two arms 16 may swing toward and
from one another at their free ends. The
rvectangular frame may have hooks 19 and
90 struck therefrom adjacent the upper and
lower portions thereof for the attachment
thereto of a supporting sheet in a manner to
be explained presently. Referring now par-
ticularly to Figs. 1 to 4, the lower end of the
leg section 3 may be provided with headed
pins 21 which extend from opposite sides
thereof towards the edges of the board in
substantial alinement to one another, and
the free ends of the arms 16 may have slots
922, which are adapted to hook over the

- shanks of the pins, as shown particularly in
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“sides of the leg section 2, such as to the two

b

Figs. 1 and 2. In such a position the rec-
tangular frame formed by the sections 11
and 12 will extend somewhat beyond the
free or projecting end of the ironing top or
board section and upwardly from the arms
16 when the latter are attached to the leg
section 8 closer to the floor. A strip or

cheet 23 of foldable and flexible material

such as cloth or fabric may be provided at
one end with eyes for hooking engagement
with the hooks 19 of the rectangular frame
and at its other end may be provided with
suitable eyes. or rings for attachment to
hooks 24 which may be attached to opposite

legs or posts of this leg section, as shown in
Fig. 2. The hooks 24 should be placed at
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a distance above the floor, approximately
equal to the height of the rectangular frame,
so that the fabric sheet 23 will be stretched
beneath the table section 1 and above the
fioor. The fabric sheet 15 somewhat wider
than the board section so as to extend be-
yond the same horizontally, and thus when
any portien of the clothes being ironed de-
pend sufficiently to be in danger of strik-
ing the floor, they will first strike the fabric
sheet and be supported thereby above the
ficor, where there is no danger of their be-
ing soiled. The fabric sheet being spaced
above the floor will not interfere with one’s
standing closely to the table with one’s feet
projecting under the fabric strip. The rec-
tangular frame may be extended in length
sufficiently to fit the particular width of the
table to which it is applied, and the arms 16
may be extended so as to stretch the fabric
sheet 23 substantially taut. The frame and
its arms together constitute what may be
called a supporting element for the sheet.
This extension of the arms 16 is necessary
because the extent to which the oblique leg
section 8 extends under the free end of the
board will vary to some extent with the dif-
fevent makes of tables and with the fabric
sheet 23 of a definite length, which is slight-
ly greater than the average length of board,
it is necessary to have the adjustable arms
16 in order that when attached to the leg 3
of any table, the rectangular frame may be
in
shown in Fig. 1. If the pins 21 are placed
on the leg section 3 at a point corresponding
to the vertical level of the hoolks 24, the rec-
tangular frame will be inverted and the

fabric 28 will be attached instead to the

hooks. 20 instead of 19. In that case, the
free ends of the arms 16 may have noiches
on both edges in order to hook over the
pins 21, regardless of whether the frame 18
in the position shown in Fig. 1 or in an
inverted position. When the use of the sup-
port for the clothes is not desired, the arms
16 may be unhooked from the leg section 3
and the fabric sheet unhooked therefrom,
after which the rectangular frame may be
placed out of the way, upon a wall, for ex-
ample, such as by a hook 24 (see Fig. 4).
The unhooolked end of the sheet 23 may then
be hooked by its corner eyes over a hook 25
which depends from the under face of the
board section adjacent its free end, or a
sheet 23 may be entirely unhooked fromthe
board and folded up, in which case the table
may be used in the ordinary manner.

In Fig. 6 the board section 26 is illustrated
as supported by depending legs 27 and 28,
the legs 27 constituting one leg section and
attached to the board section at a point in-
termediate the length of the latter and cor-
responding to the single post of the leg sec-
tion 8 in Figs. 1 to 4. The other legs 28 are
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a position to hold the fabric sheet taut as.
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attached to the board section adjacent an
end of the latter and serve as the other leg
section. The posts 27 are provided with
headed pins 29 similar to the pins provided
upon the leg section 3 of Figs. 1 and 2, and
the arms 16 from the rectangular frame are
hooked over these pins 29 in the same man-

- ner as in Figs. T and 2. One end of the fab-

10

20

44

50

55

60

65

ric sheet 23 is secured to the rectangular
frame as described in connection with Figs.
1 to 4, and the other end may be attached
to the legs 28 by hooks, as in Figs. 1 and 2,
but in some instances it is necessary or de-
sirable to secure that end of the sheet 23 to
the ends of a bar or frame 30 which is ex-
tensible in length to fit boards of different
sizes and extends bLetween and is attached
to the legs 28 at a wvertical distance above
the Hoor equal to the height of the rectangu-
lar frame. This extensible frame or bar 80
may be formed of two flat strips of metal,
each having a row of apertures which may
be brought into alinement when the Dbars
are overlapped, as shown, and the sections

5 of this bar may be attached by bolts passing

through alined apertures of the two sections.
The ends of the bar section 30 may have
hooks 31 (Fig. 8) struck out from a face
thereof over which the eyes or rings on the
corners of the sheet 23 may be hooked, as
shown clearly in Fig. 6. The arms 16 may
be extended to stretch the sheet 23 substan-
tially taut. Thus in this case the sheet 23
will extend laterally beyond the side edges
of the board section, the sheet 23 being wid-
er than the board section for this purpose
and will catch and hold any portions of
clothes which may depend from the board
section while being ironed. '

In Figs. 1 to 4, the fabric sheet 23 will
have an aperture 32 cut therein'so as to per-
mit the passage through the sheet of the leg
section 3. In Fig. 6 the sheet 23 will have
apertures 33 formed therein for passage
through the sheet of the leg sections or mem-
bers 27. These apertures 32 and 33 may be
provided in the sheet as supplied to the
trade, or the housewife may cut these aper-
tures to fit the particular table to which the
attachment is to be applied. If desired, the
sheet 23 may have both-apertures 32 and 83
provided so as to fit different makes of tables
without any changes by the housewife pur-
chasing the same.

Instead of the bolts and apertures pro-

viding the adjustments for the arms 16 and

the bars 30, I may in some instances prefer
to use a sleeve 34 (see Fig. 7) through which
the sections of the arms 16 or of the bar 30
may pass and be clamped together by a set
screw 35. This set screw may be threaded
through a wall of the sleeve so as to engage
and clamp together against the opposite
face of the sleeve at two overlapping sec-
tions. While in Fig. 7 the adjustment is

ready for use.

3
shown as p1"0vided for the arms 16, the same

idea may be employed for'clamping the sec-
tions of the bar 30.

In the use of this attachment the rectangu- -
lar frame is adjusted to correspond to the

width of the top or board section of the
table; the extent of the adjustment being
such that the rectangular frame will be
somewhat longer than the width of the top
section. The headed pins 21 or 29 are at-
tached to one.leg section which is the leg
section nearest the free or overhanging end
of the top section and the arms 16 hooked
over the same. The arms 16 swing ‘toward
one another so as to be attachable to a leg

section where a single post is used, as in-

Ifigs. 1 and 2, or to hook two different posts,
as in Fig. 6. The hooks for the sheet 23
arve either applied to the other leg section,
as in Figs. 1 and 2, or the adjustable bar 30,
which is supplied with all attachment- sets,
1s attached to the other leg section which is
adjacent the end of the table section in the
manner shown in Fig. 6. The fabric sheet
23 1is then stretched or suspended between
the rectangular frame and the leg section ‘at
the opposite end of the table with the leg
member or members passing through the
apertures of the sheet. The device is. then
The manner of removing
the attachment when not in use will be ob-
vious from the foregoing description of its
attachment and its manner of detachment,
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as explained in connection with Figs. 1 to =

4. The extensible bar 30 and the rectangu-

130

lar frame 11, 12 are both extensible elements

for the attachment thereto of the flexible
clothes support. e '

It will be understood that various changes
in details which have been herein described
and illustrated in order to explain ‘the na-
ture of the invention may be made by those
skilled in the art within the principle.and
scope of the invention as expressed in the
appended claims. - o ~

I claim as my invention:

1. An attachment for

ported by leg sections spaced apart lengt

wise of the board, with one end of the board

projecting, over which end clothes to- be

ironed may be passed, said attachment com-"

prising an upright supporting ' member,
arms articulately connected to the end: por-
tions of said member with their free ends
movable approximately horizontally toward
and from one another, the free ends of the
arms. being formed for attachment to one
of said leg sections with. said member rest-

ing upon the floor and disposed transversely

of and beyond the free end of the board, and
a sheet connected to said member, extending
below and endwise of said board, and
formed for attachment to one of said leg
sections.

self-supporting
ironing tables having an ironing board suhr
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2. An attachment for self-supporting
ironing tables having an ironing board sup-
ported by leg sections spaced apart length-

wise of the board, with one end of the board

projecting, over which end clothes to be
ironed may be passed, said attachment com-
prising a_supporting member, arms extensi-
ble in length and articulately connected to
the end portions of said member with their
free ends movable approximately horizon-
tally toward and from one another, the free
ends of the arms being formed for attach-
ment to one of said leg sections with said
member resting upon the floor and disposed
transversely of and beyond the free end of
the board and a sheet connected to said mem-
ber, extending below and endiise of said
board, and formed for attachment to one of
said leg sections. I

5. An attachment for self-supporting
ironing tables having an ironing board sup-
ported by leg sections spaced apart length-
wise of the board, with one end of the board
projecting, over which end clothes to be
ironed may be passed, said attachment com-
prising a supporting member extensible in
length, arms articulately connected to the
end portions of said member with their free
ends movable approximately horizontally to-
ward and from one another, the free ends
of the arms being formed Tor attachment
to one of said leg sections with said member

resting upon the floor and disposed trans--

versely of and beyond the free end of the
board, and a sheet connected to said mem-
ber, extending below and endwise of said
board, and formed for attachment to one
of said leg sections.

4. An attachment for self-supporting
ironing tables having an ironing board sup-
ported by leg sections spaced apart length-
wise of the board, with one end of the board
projecting, over which end clothes to be
ironed may be passed, said attachment com-
prising an upright supporting member ex-
tensible in length, arms extensible in length
and articulately connected to the end poi-
tions of said member with their free ends
movable approximately horizontally toward
and from one another, the free ends of the
arms being formed for attachment to one of
said leg sections with said member resting
upon the floor and disposed transversely oi

1,696,793

and beyond the free end of the board, and a
sheet connected to said member, extending
below and endwise of said board, and
formed for attachment to one of said leg
sections.

5. An attachment for self-supporting iron-
ing tables having an ironing board support-

ed by leo sections spaced apart lengthwise
y = fs y fl .

of the board, with one end of the board
projecting, over which end clothes to be
ironed may be passed, said attachment com-
prising a supporting member, arms ‘articu-
lately connected to the end portions of said
member with their free ends movable ap-
prosimately horizontally toward and from
one another, the free end of the arms being
formed for attachment to one of said leg see-
tions with said member resting upon the
floor and disposed transversely of and be-
yond the free end of the board, a bar formed
for attachment to the leg section farthest
from said free end to extend transversely of
said beard, and a sheet connected at one
end to sald member, extending below and
endwise of said board, and connected at its
other end to said bar.

¢. An attachment for self-supporting
ivoning tables having an ironing board sup-
ported by leg sections spaced apart.length-
wise of the board, with one end of the board
projecting, over which end clothes to be
ironed may be passed, said attachment com-
priging a member of strap material with
angularly bent ends, said ends having aper-
tures, a pair of arms of strap material each
having one end inserted through one of said
apertures and doubled baclk on itself to form
a hinge permitting swinging movement of
the free ends of the arms toward and from
one another in a plane approximately paral-
lel to the length of said member, the free
ends of said arms being formed for de-
tachable engagement with one of said leg
sections, with said member upright and ex-
tending transversely of said board, and .a
sheet element connected at one end to said

member, extending below and endwise of

eaid board, and at its other end formed for
attachment to one of said leg sections.

Tn testimony to the foregoing I have here-
unto signed mmy name, '

CLARA BROWNING GOODMAN.
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