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To all av hvo7m, it 7) vall/ concerº7u: 
Beit known that I, ALBERT F.FULLER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Newark, in 
the county of Essex and State of New Jersey, 

5 have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Match-Boxes or other Receptacles; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 

Io art to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to characters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. - 

I5 This invention relates to improvements in 
boxes or receptacles for matches or other ar 
ticles; and the invention has for its principal 
objects to provide a neat and simply-con 
structed box the parts of which can be easily 

2O assembled and in which the matches contained 
in the box cannot accidentally become ignited 
when the lid of the box is opened. - 
My present invention therefore consists in 

the novel match or other box hereinafter fully 
25 set forth; and, furthermore, this invention 

consists in the various novel arrangements 
and combinations of parts, all of which will 
be described in detail in the accompanying 
specification and then finally embodied in the 

3o clauses of the claim, which form part of and 
are appended to said specification. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a side view of a match-box em 

35 bodying the principles of this invention; and 
Figs. 2 and 3 are two longitudinal vertical sec 
tions of the box, respectively representing the 
spring-actuated lid or cover of the box in its 
raised and closed positions. Fig. 4 is a trans 

4o verse vertical section taken on line .44 in Fig. 
1 looking in the direction of arrow (e. Figs. 
5 and 6 are perspective views of a spring-plate 
and a fixed plate, respectively, employed with 
the present form of match-box. 

45 Similar characters of reference are em 
ployed in all of the said hereinabove described 
views to indicate corresponding parts. 

In the said drawings the reference char 
acter 1 indicates the complete box, the same 

5o comprising a main body 2, preferably formed 
with an upper bead or projection 3 and a lower 
bead or projection 4, Substantially as illus 
trated. The lower end of said body 2 is closed 
by means of a cap or shell 5, and its upper 

55 end forms an opening or mouth 6. The said 

of the leaf-spring 16, a projection, as 24, on 

body 2 may be provided upon its outer sur 
face with a suitable covering 7, which may be 
leather, celluloid, or any other suitable mate 
rial, or, if desired, such covering may be en 
tirely dispensed with. Suitably secured in 
the sides of said body 2 and extending across 

?? 

the rear of the mouth of said body is a pintle 
8, upon which is pivoted, by means of suit 
ably-disposed perforated ears or lugs 10, a lid 
or cover 9. This cover is made in such a man- 65 
ner that when in its closed position its sides 
11 and front edge 12 will surround the outer 
surfaces of the sides of said body 2 at its 
mouth and the marginal edges 13 of said sides 
11 and front 12 will rest upon the upper 7 o 
bead or projection 3, as will be clearly un 
derstood from an inspection of the drawings. 
Within the chambered portion 14 of said lid 
or cover 10 is secured, near the catch por 
tion of the lid, by means of a rivet 15 or 75 
in any other suitable manner, a leaf-spring 
16, bent to approximately conform to the 
inner curved surface of the top of said lid or 
cover, but capable of a slight movement in 
said chamber 14, said spring having a tongue 
or stud 17 extending at right angles, or ap 
proximately so, from the main body of said 
spring 16 and located directly in front of the 
pintle 8, as clearly illustrated in Figs. 2 and 
3 of the drawings. From an inspection of 85 
Figs. 2, 3, and 4 it will be seen that the said 
body 2 is provided upon its rear edge with a 
loop 18 or other suitably - constructed and 
suitably-secured holding means, in which is 
arranged and held a suitably-bent tongue 20 9o 
of a fixed and rigid plate or member 21, said 
plate 21 resting directly against a projection 
22, also upon the rear edge of said body 2: but 
of course it will be understood that said plate 
21 may otherwise be secured in said body 2. 95 
When the lid or cover 9 is in its closed posi 
tion, then the upper end portion 23 of said 
plate or member 21 has in frictional holding 
engagement there with the tongue or stud 17 

?. ? ? 

said plate 21 being in forcible contact with 
said stud or tongue 17, and thereby retaining 
the lid or cover 9 in its closed relation over 
the mouth 6 of the box or receptacle, as illus 
trated. When the lid or cover 9 is being 
raised, the edge 19 of said stud or tongue 17 
will be caused to ride against the said plate 
21 until said edge 19 is brought against the 
said projection 24, which acts as a stop to 
limit the pivotal movement of said lid or IIo 
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cover 9, the said stud or projection 17 owing tion of said lid near the catch portion thereof, 
to its action upon the fixed plate or member 
21 at the same time forcing the leaf-spring 
still farther into the body of the lid or cover 
of the box or receptacle, whereby the contact 
between the portions 23 of said plate 21 and 
the stud or tongue 17 of the spring 16 will 
positively retain the cover or lid 9 in its 
raised or open position, as will be clearly un 
derstood from an inspection of Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 

From the above description it will be seen 
that I have devised a simple and operative de 
vice to be used for the reception of matches or 
other articles and especially for matches, the 
arrangement of the spring 16 within the lid 
allowing for a greater movement and resil 
iency of the spring to positively hold the lid 
open and with its arrangement and that of the 
fixed plate or member 2I preventing any con 
tact of the movable parts within the box with 
the heads of the matches and positively over 
coming all danger of igniting the matches by 
accident. 

It will be evident that by securing the spring 
16 within the lid or cover 10, as stated in the 
foregoing description, a long spring may be 
employed, which, although it has but a slight 
movement within the chambered portion of 
the lid or cover, will have an increased move 
ment at its tongue or stud 17. The said 
tongue or stud thus exerts a positive and in 
creased pressure upon the rigid member or 
plate 21, whereby the lid or cover flies back 

45 

65 

with force and is rigidly held in its opened 
position. Furthermore, the Spring may be 
made from thin metal, giving increased re 
siliency and great leverage at the tongue or 
stud 17. The said member or plate 21 being 
rigid within the body of the match-box, there 
is no danger of igniting the heads of the 
matches while opening or closing the said lid 
Or CO Ver. 

I am aware that some changes may be made 
in the several arrangements and combinations 
of parts, as well as in the details of the construc 
tion thereof, without departing from the scope 
of my present invention. Hence I do not 
limit my invention to the exact arrangements 
and combinations of the parts as described in 
the previous specification and as illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, nor do I confine 
myself to the exact details of the construction 
of the said parts. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. Abox or receptacle for matches or other 

articles, comprising, a main body having a 
mouth, a chambered lid pivotally connected 
with said mouth, and a spring having its main 
portion movably arranged in the chamber of 
said lid for retaining said lid in its opened and 
closed positions, said spring having a down 
wardly-extending tongue, means for attach 
ing one end of said spring in the forward por 

a fixed plate in said body with which said 
tongue is in sliding engagement, and a stop 
on said plate, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

2. A box or receptacle for matches or other 
articles, comprising, a main body having a 
mouth, a pintle extending across the rear end 
of said mouth, a chambered lid arranged above 
said mouth, perforated ears connected with 
said lid by means of which said lid is pivoted 
on said pintle, a spring having its main por 
tion movably arranged in the chamber of said 
lid having a downwardly-extending tongue 
for retaining said lid in its opened and closed 
positions, said tongue lying closely against 
said pintle, means for attaching one end of 
said spring in the forward portion of said lid 
near the catch portion thereof, a fixed plate 
in said body with which said tongue is in slid 
able engagement, and a stop on said plate, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. A box or receptacle for matches or other 
articles, comprising, a main body having a 
mouth, a chambered lid pivotally connected 
with said mouth, a spring having its main por 
tion movably arranged in said chamber of 
said lid for retaining said lid in its opened 
and closed positions, said spring having a 
tongue extending into the mouth of said body, 
a holding-loop in Said body, means for attach 
ing one end of said spring in the forward por 
tion of said lid near the catch portion thereof, 
and a plate having its lower end held and se 
cured in said loop and having its upper end 
in engagement with said tongue, and a stop 
on said plate, said plate being rigid within 
the body of said box, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

4. A box or receptacle for matches or other 
articles, comprising, a main body having a 
mouth, a pintle extending across the back end 
of said mouth, a chambered lid arranged above 
said mouth, perforated ears connected with 
said lid by means of which said lid is pivoted 
on said pintile, a spring having its main por 
tion movably arranged in the chambered por 
tion of said lid, said spring having a tongue 
extending into the mouth of said body, means 
for attaching one end of Said spring in the 
forward portion of said lid near the catch 
portion thereof, a holding-loop in said body, 
and a plate having its lower end held and se 
cured in said loop and having its upper end 
in engagement with said tongue, and a stop 
on said plate, said plate being rigid within 
the body of said box, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the invention set 
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
13th day of February, 1903. 

ALBERT F. FULLER. 
Witnesses: 

FREDIK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
GEO. D. RICHARDs. 
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