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1

Our invention consists in new and useful im-
provements in an infant’s toilet training chair,
and was designed with the object of making the
training period hold some degree of interest for
the child while at the same time materially
shortening its duration.

The primary ohject of our invention is to pro-
vide a training chair which is equipped with a
suitable music box and having means for ti'tably
supporting a conventional receptacie beneath the
apertured seat of the chair in such a manner as
to cause said music box to play a tune immedi-
ately upon the accomplishmont of the child’s mis-
sion. Obviously a device of this nature will elim-~
inate in a surprisingly short time the discourag-
ing task of trying to keep a child on the chair for
long perieds or trying to catch him at just the
proper time. Furthermore, the device will pro-
vide entertainment not only for the baby but for
the rest of the family as well and will serve
prompt and timely notice when the baby is ready
to return to his toys.

As a further object of our invention we have
provided a training chair which is not only at-
tractive in appearance and readily moved from
place to place, but one which is practically con-
structed and easily manipulated.

A further object of our invention resides in the
arrangement of a receptacle supporting frame
or yoke which retains the receptacle snugly
against the seat at the front and is so accurately
balanced that as little as one-half ounce of liquid
deposited in the receptacle will tilt the frame and
set the music box into operation. Obviously this
device provides a means of rewarding the baby
for the accomplishment of his duty and he will
soon learn to look forward to the procedure with
real eagerness and enthusiasm,

With the above and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, our in-
vention concists in the novel features hereinafter
set forth, illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, and more particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

Referring to the drawings in which numerals
of like character derignate similar parts through-
out the several views:

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation showing the
tiltable receptacle yoke in dotted lines:

Figure 2 is a plan view of the chair;

Figure 3 is g vertical section taken on line 3—3
of Pigure 2;

Figure 4 is a detail in perspective, illustrating
the receptacle supporting yoke or frame; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one form of
yoke device.
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Qur improved toilet training chair eonsists of
a more or less conventional main body structure
made up of side members 6 supporting a seat 1
which is provided with the usual aperture 8, a
back 8 on which is mounted a tray 18, pivots or
screws {1 being provided for pivotally supporting
the tray. The front side cf the chair under the
seat 7 is enclored by a dep.nding apron {2,
while the under portion of the rear side of said
chair is left open as at {3 to facilitate access to
the receptacle as will hereinafter appear.

Beneath the seat T we provide a frame or yoke
4, shown in detail in Figure 4, and consisting of
side arms I8 joined at their forward ends by a
connecting bar {§. Inner faces on the rear ex-
tremities of the side arms 15 are curved out-
wardly as at {7 to afford easy access with a re-
ceptacle and their upper faces are reccssed as at
{8 to retain the upper edge or lip of the receptacie.
The cross bar 1§ is likewise provided with a rocess
18 for the lip of the receptacle and is provided
with an indentation 28 on its inner surface to ac-
commodate the periphery of the receptacle when
in place.

The frame £ is fulcrumed between the side
walls € in any suitable manner, that shown in the
drawings being purcly for the purpose of illus-
tration. Here it will be seen that a fulcrum plate
21 (see Figure 5) having screw holes 22 and an
angularly disposed fulcrum member 23 is serewed
to the inner face of each side member 8§ a suitable
distance below the seat 1. The oppositely dis-
posed fulerum members 22 project inwardly and
engage complementary openings in the side arms
i5 of the frame {4, said openings 24 being located
a suitable distance from the rear extremities of
the side arms 15 to insure the proper counter-
balancing of the frame (4,

Beneath the rear end of one of the side arms 5,
we provide a counterbalance 25 which may con-
sist of a block of metal screwed to the side arm
15 and properly weighted with respect to the
frame (4 and receptacle 28 when in place in re-
cesses 18 and 19, to cause the yoke or frame 14 to
normally tilt with its forward end in upward posi~
tion to retain the edge of the receptacle snugly
against the under side of the seat T immediately
in line with the aperture 8 in said seat, as clearly
shown in Figure 3.

A music box or other signal device 27 is secured
to the lower portion of the back 9 immediately
above the adjacent side arm 15 of yoke 14 with a
derending trip lever 28 extending therefrom in
the line of movement of the arm 5. The rear
extremity of said arm 15 is preferably provided
with a rounded knob or button 29 for direct en-
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gagément with the trip lever 28 upon the tilting of
the yoke 14. As will be seen from Figure 3, the
trip lever 28 is preferably curved to provide a
rounded shoulder 30 for engagement with the
button 29 so as to facilitate the sensitivity of
operation of the music box.

In order to further facilitate the sensitivity of
operation, we preferably provide on the opposite
side arm {5 an adjustable weight 31 which is in-
ternally - threaded to engage complementary
threads on a supporting member 32 secured to
the under side of the arm {5. Thus by adjust-
ing the position of the weight 31 on member 32
the device may be regulated to the desired de-
gree.

It is believed that the operation of this device
will be apparent. The normal position of the
tiltable frame 14 and receptacle 2§ is as shown
in Figure 3 with the forward end of the frame
tilted upwardly, forcing the forward edge of the
receptacle snugly against the under surface of
the seat T immediately beneath the aperture 8§,
the button 28 on the rear end of the frame 14
engaging the shoulder 38 on trip lever 28 to re-
tain the music box mechanism in inoperative
position. - The child is placed upon the seat 7 in
the usual manner and as soon as sufficient weight
is deposited in the receptacle 26 to overcome the
counterbalancing effect of weights 25 and 81 the
frame {4 tilts downwardly upon the pivots 28,
causing the rear end of said arm {5 to move up-~
wardly, thus releasing the trip lever 28 and set-
ting the music box into operation.

It will be noted that the adjustable weight 3!
affords an added advantage in the use of this de-
vice in that it permits the adjustment of the
fulcrumed frame {4 during the course of opera-
tion, so to speak. In other words, if the child
has partially accomplished his mission sufficient
_ to set the music box into operation, but it is felt
that he has failed to completely finish such mis-
sion, the weights 31 may be adjusted to cause
the frame {4 to resume its original position, shut-
ting off the music box until further weight is
added to the receptacle 26.
~ When it is desired to remove the receptacle
upon the completion of its function, the recep-
tacle is lifted from the recesses 18 and 19 and
withdrawn through the opening {3 in the rear
of the chair, the rounded edges 7 at the rear
of the frame !4 facilitating the insertion and re-
moval of the receptacle.

From. the foregoing it is believed that the ob-
jects, advantages, and operation of our improved

infant’s toilet training seat may be readily under-

stood by those skilled in the art without further
description, it being borne in mind that numerous
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changes may be made in the details of constriic-
tion without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention as set out in the appended claims.

For example, while we have shown and de-
scribed a chair having an overhead swinging tray,
it may be desirable to provide a tray which swings
horizontally from one of the side members 6.
Furthermore, although we have shown a conven-
tional Swiss music box, it may be desirable to em-~
ploy some different type of signal and the over-
all design of the chair may be varied to suit de-
mand.

We claim:

1. An infant’s toilet training chair comprising
a main body structure having side walls and an
apertured seat member therebefween, a frame
beneath said seat member, removably supporting
a toilet receptacle directly in Iine with the aper-
ture of said seat member, fulcrum members sup-
porting said frame between said side walls and
arranged to normally balance the frame when
said receptacle is in place therein, a signal device,
and an abutment on said frame movable by the
overbalancing and tilting thereof to actuate said
signal device.

2. An infant’s toilet training chair comprising
a main body structure having side walls and an
apertured seat member therebetween, a substan~-
t.ally U-shaped frame beneath said seat mem-
ber, fulerum members supporting said frame be-
tween said side walls, recesses in said frame re-
movably supporting a receptacle directly in line
with the aperture of said seat member, counter-
balance means on said frame normally tilting the
latter in a position causing the forward edge of
said receptacle to snugly engage the under sur-
face of said seat member, a music box adjacent
the rear extremity of said frame, and means con-

- trolled by the tilting of said frame in the oppo-
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site direction, upon application of weight to said
receptacle for actuating said music box.
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