
. Sept. 23, 1930, J. R. Jones 1,776,359 
METAL FURNITURE. 

Filed Feb. 23, 1929 4. Sheets-Sheet : 

//ywa Wyaa 

a 2.5- 
1777-2a-Vay-3, 

  



1,776,359 J. R. JONES 

METAL FURNITURE 

Sept. 23, 1930, 

2 4. Sheets-Sheet Filed Feb. 23, 1929 

| 

8 easa ayasays 

//y/27/76a 
/6 

177 oa-Y2-3 

  

  

  



Sept. 23, 1930. J. R. JONES 1,776,359 
METAL FURNITURE 

Filed Feb. 23, 1929 

A5 

3) 

S 

N N 

/Wi-azy 72a 

// 
1772&May-2 

  

  

  



Sept. 23, 1930. J. R. Jones 1,776,359 
METAL FURNITURE 

Filed Feb. 23, 1929 4. Sheets-Sheet 4 

- 

: Y cNZays a22222222Xa SSAYSYSAYYYaa 2 vy Sl 

A.ZZZZZZZZZ 
On 34 M runsa YaYaYa aAv. Mr 5 

Faravatar Arararavaravarava SXle-OS 3s,335 

See: E 
varayavar 

f 

age 

1772 eMa -3. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
JAMES R. JONES, OF JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR. To ART METAL CONSTRUC. 

. . . . . TION COMPANY, OF JAMESTowN, NEw YoRK - - 

5 

This invention relates to improvements in 
: metal furniture, and particularly to pedestal 

desks, which are composed of separate Sec 
tions which may be readily assembled or 
taken apart so as to effect a substantial savi ing in storage and in shipping space. 
pair of pedestals, or sections arranged in 

It) 

Desks of this type commonly comprise a 
spaced relation; and connected by a desktop 
or member removably secured thereto, each pedestal containing a plurality of superim 
posed drawers or sliding members having 
their front walls separated by strike bars. 
For example, three shallow drawers may be 

5 arranged one above the other in one pedestal, 
while the other pedestallis provided with one 
shallow drawer and a deep storage drawer. 
It has been customary to provide other ar 

20 

: ber of different styles of desks by the manu 

rangements of the drawers in the pedestals 
which necessitates the production of a num 
facturer, thus increasing the cost of produc 

s 5 tion and requiring great space for the storage. 5 of the desks. . . . . . . . . . . . 
One of the objects of this invention is to 

provide an improved metal desk of the char 
acter set forth, wherein the pedestals are so 

3) 
constructed that the arrangement of the 
drawers may be changed at any time to suit 
individual requirements, without the neces 
sity of sending the desk to the factory, and 
whereby such change may be made quickly 
and easily by an unskilled person; also to 

35 provide the desk pedestals or sections with 
removable strike bars which can be changed 

estal or from one pedestal to the other so that 
the largestorage drawer can belocated in any 
desired position in the pedestal at either side - ...} 

from one position to another in the same ped 

of the desk; and also to provide quickly de 
tachable locking means or devices for Secure 
ly holding the strike bars in place in the 
pedestals. . . . . . . . . . . . ". . . . . 

ture to be shipped or transported in knock 
down condition, and to be assembled, where 
the furniture is to be used, it is desirable that 

59 readily operable means for rigidly and se 

- - - - - holding the desktop in place; . . . 
to suit different individual requirements, 

g5. In order to permit the pedestals or body, 
and the tops of desks and analogous furni 

METAL FURNITURE 
pplication filed February 23, 1929. Serial No. 342,256. 

curely fastening the top on the pedestals or 
body be provided. A further object of the 
invention, therefore, is to provide simple, 
practical and strong securing or fastening de 
vices or means adapted to be readily used by 

parts which, when placed in operative rela 
tion, act to guide the top into operative posi 
tion on the pedestals or body; also to con 
struct the aforesaid securing means or de 
vices whereby they can be so arranged in a 
portion of the top that when the latter is 
placed into operative position on the pedes 
tals, said securing devices can be readily 
moved into locking position for securely 

Other objects and advantages of the in 
vention will be apparent from the following 
description and accompanying drawings of 
an embodiment of the invention, the novel 
pended claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a desk 

bodying the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse, vertical section 

of, on an enlarged scale, on line 2-2, Fig. 1, 
with the top and bottom drawers removed. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse, vertical section 

features of which will be set forth in the ap 

55: 
unskilled persons for locking the top to or 
releasing it from the pedestals or body at any 
time; also to provide the top and the pedes 
tals or body with interfitting or interlocking 

6) . 

65. 

70 

there 
S0 is 

through the desktop and the adjacent por 
tion of one of the desk pedestals or sections. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the desk 
top partly disconnected from said pedestal. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, horizontal section 
on an enlarged scale, approximately on line 
5-5, Fig. 1, showing the connection between 

the strike bars laid the legs of a pedes- ' one of 
tal. 

Fig. 6 is a similar view with one of the re 
leasable key members for holding the strike 
bars in operative position, partly removed. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary, horizontal section, 
on an enlarged scale, of a portion of the desk 
pedestal on line 7-7, Fig. 8. - 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary, vertical section on 
an enlarged scale, of one of the desk pedestals, 

85 
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O 

portion of the pedestal . 
locking tongue. or portion on said pedestal 

2 5 

on line 8-8, Fig. 1, 

of 

on 
secured to the pedestals, one of the Securing 

the pedestal. 
Fig. 15 is a fragmentary plan view, partly 

in section, of the desktop and adjacent por 
tion of one of the pedestals. 

with the drawers re 
moved. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary, horizontal Section 
the two rear corners of the desk, with the 

desk top removed. . 
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary, vertical Section 
line 10-10, Fig. 12, showing the desktop 

devices 
tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary, transverse, ver 
tical section of the desk top and adjacent 

showing the inter 

being shown in partiy released posi 

with which a securing device engages. 
Fig. 12 is a similar view with the Securing 

device in operative relation to said tongue. . 
Fig. 13 is a perspective view of one of the 

securing or locking devices for Securing the 
desktop to the desk pedestals. . . . 

Fig.14 is a perspective view of one of the 
key members or detachable parts used for Se 
curing the strike bars in Operative position. On 

Fig. 16 is an enlarged, fragmentary plan 
view of the rear portion of the desktop and 

30 adjacent pedestal, with the securing devices. 
in locked position. - - - 

Fig. 17 is a similar view with said securing 
devices in released position. 
The desk shown in the drawings is of a 

standard type comprising a pair of Spaced 
pedestals or sections A and A' formed of 
sheet metal and adapted to Support and en 

a pair of spaced front legs or upright 
() 

with spaced, horizontal strike bars 20 agai 

close a number of drawers 10 and 11. These 
pedestals are separated by the usual knee 
space and are connected by a detachable flat 
desktop B, also formed of sheet metal, and by 
a backwal or plate C. The desk may also 
be provided with a center drawer Darranged 
in the upper part of the knee space directly 
beneath the top B. The pedestals may be 
of any suitable construction. As shown in 

2, 15 and 16, each pedestal compi 
side 

members 12 rigidly connected by upper and 
lower bars or members 13 and 14, oute and 
inner side walls or paines 15 and 16 respec 

Figs. 1, -- 

tively, a back wall 17, rear corner egs or 
members 18 and also preferably a bottom wall 
19. The pedestal is also provided with op 
posite side guides or member 
and supporting the drawers in the pedestals. 

Each pedestal is provided between the top 
and bottom front cross members 13 and 14 

painst 
which the top edges of the drawer fronts 
strike or abut when the drawers are closed. 

In the particular arrangement shown in 
Fig. 1, the left hand pedestal A is provided 

if 
with three superimposed small or shallow 
drawers 10 of approximately the same size, 

's for guiding 

fit between 

1,776,359 

while the other or right hand pedestal A' 
is provided with one of the small drawers 10 
beneath which is arranged a relatively large 
or deep drawer 11. The front of this drawer. 
11 is substantially equal in height to or occu 
pies the same vertical space as two of the 
Smaller drawers 10. . . ... . . 

In accordance with the invention, the 
strike bars 20 are detachably secured in place. 
at the fronts of the respective pedestals so 
that by removing one or the other of the 
strike bars 21 from the pedestals A, for ex 
ample, two of the drawers 10, either the 

t 

upper or lower two drawers, in this pedestal 
can be removed and replaced by the large 
drawer 11 from the other pedestal A'. These 
two drawers 10 removed from the left hand 
pedestal, can then replace the large drawer 
11 in the pedestal A' by inserting the strike 
bar removed from the pedestal A into the 
pedestal A'. If desired, instead of placing 
the drawer 11 in the pedestal A, it can be 
moved to the upper part of the pedestal A 
and the drawer 10 of this pedestal moved 
to the lower part thereof by merely chang 
pedestal. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Each of the detachable strike bars 20, as 
shown in Figs. 5-8, is formed of sheet metal, 
of channel cross section, and comprises up 
per and lower horizontal flanges 21 and 22 
connected by a vertical web. 23 which forms 
the front of the strike bar. The lower flange 
22 is provided between its edges with a 
shoulder 24 which forms a stop against 
which the upper edge portion of the drawer 

A 90 

ing the position of the strike bar 20 of said 

c. 

front, 25 strikes when the drawer is fully 
closed. . . . Preferably, each strike bar extends be 
tween and is removably secured to the two 
front upright members 12 of the pedestal, 
by forming in the inner side wall 26 of each 
member a pair of rearwardly opening, hori 
zontal slits 27 for each strike bar, in which 
laterally extending tongues or lugs 28 formed 
at the adjacent end of the strike bar are seat 

0. 
led and secured, said lugs being preferably 
integral extensions of the upper and lower 
flanges 21 and 22 respectively of said strike 
bar. The slits 27 and lugs 28 are so propor 
tioned that by passing the lugs 28 from the 
rear into the slits 27 intil the front edges of 
the lugs 28 engage the ends of the slits, the 
tively to the pedestal front. 
The strike bar is detachably secured or 

strike bars will be correctly disposed rela 

locked in place in the slits 27 of the two mem 
bers 12 by a pair of keys 30. These keys 
30 are formed of sheet metal and each is of 
channel form and of such dimensions as to 

the flanges 21 and 22 of the strike 
O8. x . . . . 

At one end of each key 30 the vertical 
wall 31 thereof is formed or provided with a 
reduced tongue or extension 34 which is 130 
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adapted to be inserted and fit into a vertical 
slot or aperture 35; one of which is formed 

a it." sidewall; 26 between each pair of 
der or offset 36 exte ' ' ' ' - 
edge of one of the key flanges terminates in 
a forwardly projecting stiffening flange 37. 
By inserting two of the keys into the chan 

nel of a strike bar with their vertical walls 
631 at the rear and with the tongues. 34, ex 

stop or abutment 24 of the strike bar, and 
: then, 

15. 
34 will pass into the corresponding aperture 
35, thus detachably: connecting the strike.bar 
to the legs of the pedestal. 

ni order to releasably maintain the keys 
a in their intended locking relation and pre 

vent them from becoming accidentally dis 
lodge - - - - - 

theless enabling them to be readily removed 
25 bars, releasable holding means for the keys 

are provided. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ." 
Preferably, the upper and lower flanges of 

each key are provided with small, outwardly 
extending, rounded projections or blisters 
38, so disposed that when the key is pressed 
into its correct locking position, they will 
engage in seats or recesses. 39, Fig. 8, in the 
strike bars 20. . . . . 

as 
seats 39, it is necessary to use force sufficient 
to cause the flanges of the strike bars or of 

said projections register with said seats, they 
will snap into place therein. In the con 
struction illustrated in the drawings, a pair. 
of keys 30 is provided for each strike bar. 

: If desired, however, the slits 27 in one of 
45, the uprights 12 could be closed and the 

of tongues. 28 could be passed into the open 
slits 27 in the other upright of the pedestal, 

... and this end of the strike bar then releasably 
SeCl 

. . . In order to avoid the necessity of two sets 
of dies for producing right and left hand 
keys, the keys are all made alike, one key of 

. 55. 

its flange having the shoulder 36 is at the top. 
However, if 
may be provided. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .: 
The keys. can be readily removed when it. 

to is desired to detach a strike bar by prying 
tby means of a screwdriver or other appropriate tool, adapted to be inserted be-, 

tween the flanges of the keys at their inner 

An inwardly directed stop shoul 
ffset 36 extending from the forward 

strip 

tending towards the respective uprights 12 
of the pedestal, the offsets 36 will engage the 
then by moving the respective key members. 
towards the ends of the strike bar, the tongues 

the use of the desk, while never 
when it is desired to disconnect the strike. 

upper and lower flanges 31 and 32 of the 

the keys to yield or spring as these projec 
tions engage the strike barflanges, and when. 

d to the pedestal by a single key 30. 

each pair being reversed, see Fig. 6, so that 

desired, right and left hand keys 

is formed of sheet 

metal and is of known construction; compris 
ring a flat, horizontal metal plate 40 on which, 
is secured a cover sheet of linoleum or other 
covering material 41, the edges of which are 

70 bound and protected by a suitable binding. 
42. The edges of the metal plate 40 

are bent to form a depending, substantially 
vertical, marginal edge 43 terminating in an 
inwardly extending, horizontal flange 44. 
When the desktop B is in operative po 

sition, the metal plate 40 thereof rests on the 
top edges of the vertical walls of the desk 
body or pedestals A and A' and the back 
Wall C, with the depending edge 43 disposed 
outwardly beyond or in spaced relation to 
said walls and also to the fronts of the pedes 
tals. Thus, the edge 43, the flange 44 and 
the adjacent portions of the top plate 40, 
together form an inwardly facing, marginal 

85 channel 48 extending all around the desk 
body. . . . . . . . . . . 
Top securing devices or keys 50 are pro 

vided which are arranged in the channel 48 
and are movable into and out of operative, 
interlocking engagement with fixed parts of 
the desk in a manner to detachably secure 

pp B in place on the body, as will now the t 
be explained. . 

Preferably, in order to reduce the number 
of manipulations required to secure the top 
to the body, and also to reduce the number 
of loose parts, these securing devices are ar 
ranged in the channel 48 at one side only of 

. . . . . . . . . . the desktop, namely the rear side in the 
: In order to seat the projections 38 in Said desk shown, and a suitable fixed member is 

48 at that side and engage with a part of 
the top so as to cooperate with the movable 
securing devices to firmly and rigidly secure 
the top in place. . . . . . . . . . 
The fixed member shown for this purpose, 

see Figs. 2, 4 and 15, comprises an angle bar . 
or cleat 51, one flange of which extends ver: 

- - - - - - - - . . . ." . . . . . . s. tically upwards, beside and is secured to the 
tongues 28 at one end of a strike bar inserted. -- - . . . . . . . " - - - - - l, upper, fixed front cross members 13 of the 
endwise therein, after which the other pair pedestals A, A, by bolts or other fastening 

devices, 52. The bar 51 preferably extends 
entirely across the front of the desk, bridging 
the space between the pedestals and bracing 
the desk front when the top is disconnected. 
The other flange 53 of the bar 51 extends for 
Wardly and is so positioned that when the 
top Bisin place, the adjacent flange 44 there 

120 of extends inwardly beneath and bears firmly up against said flange 53. . . . . . . 
... The Securing devices or keys 50 are prefer 
ably made of sheet metal and of the form 
shown in Fig. 13. Each key is of channel 
cross section, having spaced horizontal flanges 
54 connected by a vertical web 55. The web 
55:is provided at one end with a notch 56 
having a vertical edge or part 57, and at a 
distance therefrom, holes 58 are provided i 
the corners or angles of the key. 

. . . - - - ris : 10 provided at the opposite or front side of the 
desk which is adapted to enter the channel 

125 
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in position for use. 

4 1,776,859 
As shown in Figs. 12, 15, and 17, each key 

50 is adapted to fit in the channel 48 of the 
desktop B, with its flanges 54 engaging the 
corresponding horizontal walls of said chan 
nel, and with its vertical web 55 facing in 

. wardly or towards the desk. Preferably, also an edge of one of said flanges 54 engages the 
inner face of the vertical edge 43 of the top, 
the parts being so proportioned, that as a 
result, the Web 55 bears against the adjacent 
rear walls of the body when the desktop is 
In this position of the securing devices 50, 

the holes 58 therein will be disposed above 
or register with the space between the edge 
of the flange 44 of the top and the back of 
the body. 

. . . When the desk is to be assembled, a. num 
ber of securing devices. 50 are arranged in 

3, the channel 48 at the rear edge of the desk 
top B in the relation just described, and then 
the top is placed over the desk and inclined 
as shown in Fig. 4. By now moving the top 
rearwardly while so inclined, the front, hori 

5 zontal flange 44 thereof can be hooked or en 
gaged beneath the horizontal flange of the 
fixed cleat 51. The top is then lowered into 
its horizontal position, see Fig. 3, and by in 
serting a suitable tool upwardly into one of 

30 the holes 58 of each securing device, said 
device can be moved or slid endwise in the 
channel 48 into locking engagement with 
the cooperating fixed part provided on the 
desk. ". ; : . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

35 In the construction shown, these fixed 
parts, see Figs. 9 and 12, 16 and 17, comprise 
fixed lugs or tongues 60 having rearwardly, 
offset free ends or portions which are spaced 
slightly from the rear or adjacent wall of the 

40 desk so that the edge portions 57 of the keys. 
50 will engage and fit Snugly between said 
lugs and said wall when said keys are moved 
endwise towards the lugs. Preferably, the 
tongues. 60 are struck out from sheet metal 

:45 angle pieces 61 which are welded or other 
wise rigidly secured in the corners formed by 

of each pedestal, these being extended in op 
posite directions, and a corresponding num 
ber of securing devices 50 are arranged in the 
channel 48 of the top in such position on the 

55 desk that they can be easily moved into lock ing relation to the lugs 60. A reverse move 
ment, will of course, serve to disconnect the 
keys 50 from the lugs 60. The lugs 60 and 

- the slots 56 in the keys are of substantially 
60 the same vertical dimensions, so that when 

the top is connected as described, there will 
be no play or relative looseness between the top and body. The flanges 54 of each key are provided 

Gs with holes 63, one of which, Wien theireyisin 

- corners formed by a channeled part, said connecting means com 
the side and back walls of each pedestal. 
Each tongue extends through a hole 63 in 
the rear wall 17 into the channel 48. Prefer 

50 ably, there are two lugs 60 adjacent or back 

4. In metal furniture, connecting means 

a channelled part, said connecting 

locking position, registers with a threaded 
hole 64 extending through the flange 44 of 
the top, whereby a screw or the like 65 can be 
inserted so as to extend into the lower hole. 
63 of the key to prevent the disengagement to 
of the latter. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
These securing devices or keys are prefer 

ably each provided with a bent or offset is 
metal reinforcing strip. 66, one end-of which 
is welded to the web of the key, as shown. 5 
The edges of the strip engage the opposed 
inner faces of the flanges of the key and act . 
to brace and prevent deformation of said key. . . 
should an implement be forced or hammered 
the key. . . . . . . . 

claim as my invention: . . . . . . . . . 
1. In metal furniture, connecting means. 

for securing together two furniture mem 

against the flanges in an attempt to release 80 

bers, one of which is formed with a channeled 85 part, said connecting means comprising a 
key slidably disposed in said channeled part 
of said member and having a partformed to 
interlock with a part on said other member 
when said key is moved endwise in said chan- 90 
nel, whereby said members are secured to 
gether, and releasable means for holding said e 

key in Securing position. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2. In metal furniture, the combination of . 

two members, interfitting parts on said mem.95 
bers for guiding and positioning one of said 
members into operative connected relation 

i to the other, a channeled part on one of said 
members, and connecting means for securing 
said members together, said connecting means 100 
comprising a key slidably disposed in said 
channeled part of said member and having 
a partformed to interlock with a part on said 
other member when moved endwise in said 
channel, whereby said members are secured 105 
together, and means for holding said key in 
locking position. 

3. In metal furniture, connecting means 
for detachably securing together two furni 
ture members, one of which is formed with Io 
prising a sheet. metal key of channel form 
slidably disposed in said channeled part of 
said member and having a part arranged to 
interlock with a part on said other member 115 
when said key is moved endwise in said chan- . 
nel, whereby said members are secured to 
gether, stop means for arresting said key. 
member when in its locking position, and re 
leasable means for retaining said key in lock. 
ing position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

for detachably securing together two furni- i. 
ture members, one of which is formed with 

. . . . i means 125 
comprising a key slidably disposed in and 
frictionally engaging the walls of said chan 
neled part of said member, said key having a 
part formed to interlock with a part on said . 
other member when moved endwise in said 130 

  

  

  

  

  

  



channel, whereby said mem 
together, and releasable means for retaining said key member in its locking position. 

5. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced 
said members, bars connecting said members 

... between the fronts of adjacent drawers, and means for detachably securing each of said 
no said bar and said members, and ally nov 

ably engaging an end portion of said bar and having part to interlock with a part on the 
adjacent side member to releasably maintain 
said . . . . . . . . barin interfitting relation with said side 

ber. . . 
6. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced side 

members, a plurality of superposed drawers 
: between said members, horizontal strike bars 

connecting said members between the fronts 20 of adjacent drawers, and means for detach 
ably securing each of said strike bars in 
place, comprising interfitting parts on said 
bar, and said side members, and a key mov 
ably engaging an end portion of said strike 

- d having a part to interlock with a 
on the adjacent side member to releas 

ably maintain said bar in interfitting rela 
tion with said side member. 7. In metal furniture, a pair. of spaced side 
b said members, horizontal channeled 

..S rs connecting said side members be-, 
tween the fronts of adjacent drawers, and 
means for detachably securing each of said 35, ba place comprising interfitting parts. 
O bar and said side members, and a key 

psed and releasably held within an end 

40 

In metal furniture, a pair of spaced side 
members, a plurality of Superposed drawers 

45 between said members, horizontal channeled 

side members having slits formed therein, 
lugs at the ends of each of said strike bars 

), and which fit in said slits, and keys disposed 
within said channeled strike bar and each 
having a p interlockw. - - 
of said side members to detachably secure 
said strike bar lugs in the slits in said side 

between said members, horizontal channeled strike bars connecting said side members be 
60. . . . . . 

side members having open ended horizontal 
slits formed therein, lugs at the ends of each 
of said strike bars and which are adapted to be passed edgewise into and seat within 

1,776,859 - - 

members are secured 

s: . . .. -.' . . . . s: 's '...' . 

side members, a plurality of drawers between 

bars in place comprising interfitting parts on 

members, a plurality of superposed drawers 

portion of said channeled bar and having a 
part to interlock with a part on the adjacent 
side member to detachably maintain said bar. 

rfitting relation with said side mem-flanges when - - - - - - - . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ing position to releasably hold said key in 

such position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

rs connecting said side members be 
efronts of adjacent drawers, said 

art to interlock with a part on one 

9. In me tal furniture, a pair of spaced side 
hembers, a plurality of Superposed drawers 

tween the fronts of adjacent drawers, said 

is said slits, said side members also having a 

slot formed adjacent each of said strike bars, 
and keys movably mounted on the end por 
tions of each of said strike bars and each 
having a tongue to enter said slot in the ad 
jacent side member by the movement of said 
key relative to said strike bar to detachably 
secure said strike bar lugs in said slits in said side members. . . . 

10. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced 
side members, a plurality of superposed is 
drawers between said members, horizontal 
metal strike bars connecting said members 
between the fronts of adjacent drawers, each 
of said bars being substantially of channel 
cross section and having upper and lower 
Spaced flanges, lugs at the ends of said flanges 
adapted to fit in slits in said side members, : and a key disposed in each end portion of 
said channeled bar, a tongue on said key 
adapted to enter a slot in the adjacent side 
member to releasably lock said strike bar 
thereto, and said key having a part adapted 
to frictionally engage a part on said strike bar for holding said key in its locking po 
sition. . . - . . . . . . . . 90 

11. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced . . . 
side members, a plurality of superposed 
drawers between said members, horizontal metal strike bars connecting said members. 
between the fronts of adjacent drawers, each 
of said bars being substantially of channel 
cross section and having upper and lower spaced flanges, lugs at the ends of said flanges 
adapted to fit inslits in said side members, 
and a key disposed in each end portion of 
said channeled bar, a tongue on said key 

85. 

J.00. 

to 

75 

80 

adapted to enter a slot in the adjacent side 
member to releasably lock said strike bar 
thereto, and said key having projections - -, ... 
adapted to Snap into seats in said strike bar 
flanges when said key is moved into its lock 

12. In furniture, a pair of spaced side 
members, a plurality of drawers of different 110 
vertical dimensions disposed between said 
members, one or more horizontal strike bars 
extending between said members and sep. arating the fronts of adjacent drawers, said 
strike bars being detachable and interchange- - 
able to different positions to permit said 
drawers to be arranged in different desired. 
order between said side members. 

13. In furniture, a pair of spaced side 
members, a plurality of drawers of different 
vertical dimensions disposed between said 
members, one or more horizontal strike bars 
extending between said members, and sep 
arating the fronts of adjacent drawers, said 
side members having parts adapted to de 
tachably interlock with said strike bars in 
different positions of the strike bars, where 
by said bars are detachably secured in place, 
and whereby they may be arranged in dif: 
ferent positions to permit said drawers to be 130 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



. disposed in different desired order between - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . . . . . . 

in said channel movable towards and from 

6 

said side members. 
14. An article of furniture having a. plu 

rality of drawer pedestals each comprising a 
pair of spaced side members, and one or more 
horizontal strike bars extending between the 
side members, a plurality of drawers of dif 

in 

ferent vertical dimension disposed in said 
pedestals between the side members thereof. 

, with the fronts of the drawers separated by 
said strike bars, said strike bars being de 
tachable and interchangeable to different po 
sitions between the side members to permit 
said drawers to be arranged in different de 
sired order in the pedestal. . . . . . . . . ; 

15. In metal furniture, a body, a top hav 
ing a depending inwardly facing channeled 
porticia extending about said body, and 
means for securing said top on said body coin 
prising a plurality of fixed parts projecting 
from said body, and securing devices which 
are slidably arranged in said channeled por 
tion of said top and are movable into inter 
lockiing relation with said fixed projecting 

5 partS. . . . . 
16. In metal furniture, a body, a top hav 

ing a depending inwardly facing channeled 
portion extending about said body, and 
means for Securing said top on said body com: 

a? prising a fixed offsetlug projecting from said 
body, and a channel-shaped securing device 
which is slidably arranged within said chan 
neled portion of said top and is provided 
with a portion adapted to interlock with said 

35 lug by an endwise movement of said device 
for rigidly locking said top to said pedestal, 
and means engageable with said Securing de 
vice for releasably maintaining said device in 
locking position. . . . . . . . '... 

17. In metal furniture, a. body, a top hav 
ing a depending marginal edge terminating. 
in an inwardly directed flange and forming 
an inwardly facing channel extending about 
said body, and means for securing said top 
on said body comprising an outwardly ex 
tending fixed part on said body at one side 
thereof and projecting into said channel of 
said top in engagement with said flange at 
that side of said body, a fixed part on said: 
body at the opposite side thereof, and a secur 
ing device in said top channel at the latter 
side of the body and which is adapted to be 
moved into interlocking engagement with 
said fixed part. . . . . . . 18. In nietal furniture, a body, a top hav 
ing a depending marginal edge terminating 
in an inwardly directed flange and forming 
an inwardly facing channel extending about . 
said body, and means for securing said top 

0 on said body comprising an outwardly ex 
tending fixed part on said body at one side 
thereof and projecting into said channel of 
said top in engagement with said flange at 
that side of said body, an offset lug project 
ing from the opposite side of said body with 

tively to said body. . . . 
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in said channel of said top, a securing device 
said offset lug, said securing device having a 
part adapted to interlock with said lug to co 
operate with said fixed part at the opposite 
side of the body to hold said top rigidly on, t 
said body, and means for releasably ma 
taining said securing device in locking posi 
tion. . . 

19. In metal furniture, a body having up 75 
right sidewalls, a top having a depending 
edge terminating in an inwardly directed . . 
flange and forming an inwardly facing chan s - ng an in Wardly. g ch 

for securing said top on said body compris 
ing an outwardly extending fixed part on 
said body at one side thereof and projecting 

nel extending about said body walls, means 
so 

into said channel in engagement with a part 
thereof at that side of said body, a fixed part 
on said body at the opposite side thereof, a sis 
securing device in said top channel at the 
latter side of the body and which is adapted 
to be moved into interlocking engagement 
with said latter fixed part, and said secur 
ing device being formed to extend between 
and engage the inner face of said channel: 
and the opposed side wall of said body to pre 

s 5 

vent said top from shifting transversely rela 
20. In metal finiture, a body having up 

edge terminating in an inwardly 
. . . . . . . . . up- o5 

right side walls, a top having a degg - . . 
- directed 

flange and forming an inwardly facing chani 
nel extending about said body walls with said 
flange terminating short of the opposed side 
wall of said body to leave a space therebe 
tween, means for securing said top on said 
body comprising fixed parts projecting into 
said channel at one or more sides of said body, and securing devices slidably arranged 
in said channels for movement into inter. 
locking engagement with said fixed parts, 
said securing devices being formed to extend 
over the space between said flange and the op-. 
posed side Walls of said body, and each de vice having a hole registering with said space 

lio. 
into which a tool can be inserted through said: 
space, whereby said devices can be shifted. 
into and out of interlocking relation: to said 
fixed body parts. . . . . . . . i 115 
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