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PATENT OF,“FIC‘E»

JAMES R, JONES OF JAMESTOWN NE\V YORK ASSIG-NOR TO ART METAL CONSTRUC-

TIOI\T COIV'PANY OF JAMESTOWN ‘NEW YORK

ThlS 1nvent10n lela,tes to Improvements in

- tnetal furniture, and particularly to pedestal

5

- desks, which ‘lre composed of separate sec-
tions which ‘may e ‘readily -assembled or
taken apait so as to effect a substantial sav:
1ng in storage and in shipping space.

‘Desks iof thls ‘type commonly compmse a

" pair-of- pe‘destals, or ;sectiong arranged -in

19

“spaced relationrand connected by a desk top

or member: removably secured. thereto, each
pedestal :containing a- plurality of ; supenm—

““posed drawers or sliding members having
- their front walls separated by strike bars.

15

g

For example, three shallow drawers may be
arranged-one above the other in one pedestal,
“while the other pedestal is provided with one
_shallow drawer and a-deep ‘storage drawer.
- It has been customary to- prov1de other ar-
‘rangements 'of the drawers in the pedestals

to ‘suit different individwal requirements,
“which!necessitates the productlon of a num-

- ber of different styles-of desks by the manu-

o
Y

¢ sity-of sending-the-desk to the factory, and

-and easily by an;unskilled person; also to-

facturer, thus i increasing the cost of produc-
tion and. requiring gleat space for the stor‘me
of the ‘desks.. Lo

One of the objects of this invention is to
provide an improved metal desk of the char-
acter set forth, wherein the pedestals are so

constructed that the:- arrangement of - the -

" drawers may be-changed at-any. time to suit
individual reqmrements, swithout .the neces-

whereby such chango may. be made ‘quickly

-provide the desk pedestals or:sections with

removable:strike bars which can be changed

“from one position-toanother in the same ped-

_estal or from one pedestal to-the other so that:

““thelargestorage drawer can be located in‘any

g0y

des1red pos1t10n in the pedestal at either side

of ‘the desk; and also to provide ‘quickly de-
tachable lockmtr means.or devices for secure-
ly helding the stmke bars in phce in the
~pedestals. -

TIn order to }Sermlt the pedestals or bodv,f

and the tops of ‘desks and analogous. furni-

~. ture to be shipped or transported in knock-

Ny

_down condition, and to be assembled. where

the furnituire is to be tused, it is-desirable that -

readily operable means fqr rigidly ‘and se-
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curely fastemno the ‘top on the pedestals or
body be pmv1ded A further object of the
invention, therefore, is to provide simple,
practical and strong securing or fastening de-
vices or means adapted to be readily used by

~unskilled persons for locking the top to or -
releasing it from the- pedestmls or bodyat any’

time; also to provide the top and the pedes-

Ctals or body with interfitting or 1nterlochm0

parts which, when placed in operative rel:

_thIl, act to guide the top into operative po&u—‘
tion on the pedestals or body ; also to con- .

IR

60

struct the aforesaid securing means or de: ‘

vices whereby they can be so arranged in a
portion of the top that when the Iatter is

‘placed into opemtlve position-en the pedes-

tals; said ‘securing devices can be. readily
moved into lockmo poswlo'l for: securely
holding the desk top inplace;.

Other objects and ‘Ldmnta(res of the in-
vention will be apparent from the following
description. and accompanymo drawings of
an embochmﬂnt of the invention, the novel
features of which will be set.forth'in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings: ‘

TFig. 1 isa flont elevation of -a desk em-
bodying the invention.

‘Fig. 2is a transverse, vertical sectlon there-
of, on an enlarged scale, on line 2—2, Fig. 1,
with the top and bottom drawers removed.

Fw 3.1s. a transverse, vertical section:

70

75

80

thr ouo*h the desk top and the adjacent por-

tion of one of the desk _pedestals or sections.
Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the desk
top parﬂy disconnected from said pedestal.
Fig. 5 1s.a fragmentary, horizontal section
on an enlarged scale, approximately on line
55, g, l, stowing the connsction between
one of the strile b'u aNd the ICD'a ‘of a pedeu-
Lal
Fig. 6 15 a similar view with one of the re-
leasable. key members for holding the strike
bar s In operative position, partly “removed.
Fig: Tis a fragmentary, horizontal section,
on an enlarged scale, of a portion of the desk
pedestal on’line 7—( TFig. 8. :
Fig. 81z afr agment‘u v, vertical sectlon on
an enlarged scale, of one of the desk pedestals,

85
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. portion of the pedestal
locking tongue.or portion -on: S‘lld pedestal -

I
-t

on line 3-8, I*lg i,

on line 1010, Fig. 19, ¢ showi g the des
secured o the peclesuale one of tlae securing.’

with the drawers re-

moved.

Hig. 9isa fra

‘Lhe two rear corner

desk top umoved . _
Tig. 10.is a fragmentary, vertical section

ciop

agmentary, horizontal gection

53 s of the desk; with the

(lcw\u I emw e‘m\xn in pa 1ti“ ICJC‘I ecl posl-
tion.

Fig: 11'is a fmgmentﬂy tmneverse, ver-
tical secticn of the desk top and adjacent

with wlﬂch a secul mo device engages.
Hig. 1245 a similar view with the Qecm ng
deviee in onemtlve relation to said tongue.
Fig. 1815 a-pe lopGLl.lVO view of one “of fhe
securing or locking (LeVlCCS for °ecuunw the
(leek top. to.the desk pedestals.

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of one o«f the

lrey members or detachable parts used for se-
curing the strike barsin operative posi tmn on

the pedestal
- Fig. 18isa fra(rmontary plan view, par*ly .
in sectloa of the desk top and adjacent pot-
tion of one of the peclee’mls

Fig. 16 is an enlarged, fmgment‘uy plan

Cview “of the rear portrm of the desk'top “and

30

adjacent pedestal; with the securing deVlces
in locked position. :
Fig. 17isa similar view vﬁh said securing
devices in released position. v
The desk shown in the drawings is of 2

« standard type comprising ‘a pair of spacec

pedestals or sections A and A’ formed of

~ sheet metal and adapted to support and en-

1

“a pair of prtce\l front 1 legs or uprigh

a

Fig. 1, the left hand pedes

clase’a number of drawers 10 and 11, These

pedestals are separated by the usual knee
space and are connected by a detachable flat
desk top B, also formed of sheet metal, and by
a back wall or plate C. The desk may also
be provided with a center drawer D arrange
in- the upper: part of the knee space directly
beneath the top -B.: The pedestals may. be
of any suitable construction.
Tigs. 1 2, 15 and 186, each pedestal compiises
taide
and

members 12 rigidly Counecwd by upper
lower bars or members 13 and 14, outer
inner side walls or puﬂels 15 and 16 respec

tively, a back wall 17, vear corner leus or
nl’JIDbelS 18 and also preferably a bottom wall

19.- The pedestal is also promdr‘d with-op-
poesite side guides or memb
and supporting the drawers in the pedestals.

Kach pedestal is provided Lelween the top
and bottom front cross members 13 and 14

‘with spaced, horizontal strike bars 20-against

which the top edges of the drawer frents
strile or abut when the drawers are closed.
In the particular qrv‘aﬁcemeﬂt shown in
1A 15 provided
with three superimposed small  or shallow
drawers 10 of approximately the same size,

18 !)rovmerl Wlth one

showintr anc inter-

£

As Qhown m

an l )

e for guiding

bar
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:Whlle the: other or rwht hand pcdestﬂl A
‘of the small drawers 10 -

beneath which is arr: anged a relatively large

or deep drawer11:
11 is substantially equal in height to or occu-

pies the same vertical space.as two of the
smaller drawers: 10.

In accordance: with  the 1nvent10n, the

strike bars 20 are detachably secured in place -
‘at the fronts of the respective pedestals so-
that by removing one-or the other of the-
strike bars 21 from the pedestals A, for ex-

ample, two of the drawers 10, either the

The front of this dra‘vel‘_ ’

upper or lower two drawers, in this pedestal =

can be removed and replaced by the large
drawer 11 from the other pedestal A”. These
two drawers 10 removed from' the-left hand

,u();,"

peclestal, can then replace the large drawer .

11 in the pedestal A’ by inserting the strike

‘bar removed from the pedestal A into the

pedestal A’. Tf desired, instead of placing

_the drawer 11 in the pedestal A, it can be

moved to the upper part of-the pedestal A’
and the drawer 10 of this pedestal moved
to the lower part: theréof by merely chang-

iy

ing the posmon of the strlke bar 20 of S‘le -

pedestal, '

Each of the detachable str1ke bars 20, as
shown in Figs. 5—8, is formed of sheet metal
of channel cross seetlon, and ‘comprises up-
per and lower horizontal flanges 21 and 22
connected by a vertical web 93 ‘which forms
the front of the strike bar.  The lower flange
929 is ‘provided between its edges with a

shoulder 24 which forms a stop ‘against
which the upper edrre portion of the: drawer

fay

front 25 strlkes When the drawer is fully

closed. =

Preferably, each st11ke bar ‘extends be-

tween and is removably secured to the two
front uprwht members 12 of the pedestal,

by forming in the inner side wall 26 of each

d. member a pair of rearwardly opening, hori:

zontal slits 27 for each strike-bar, in which
laterally extendmg tongues or lugs 28-formed
at the adjacent end of the strike bar are seat-

. ed and secured, said lugs being ‘preferably

105

10

integral extensions of the upper and: lower -

ﬁanoes 21 and 22 respectively of said strike

bar. The slits 27 and lugs 28 are so propor-
tioned that by passing the lugs 28 from the

rear into the slits 27 until the front edges of -

the ligs 28 engage the ends of the slits, the

strike bars will be correctly: dlsposed rela-'"

tively to the. pedestal {ront.
The strike bar is’ detachably secured or

locked in place in the slits 27 of the two mem-

bers 12 by a pair of keys 30. " These keys
30 are formed of sheet metal and each-is of

channel forin and of such dimensions as to

fit. between the flanges 21 and 22 of the strlke

At Vone end of each lxey 30 the vertical

~wall 31 thereof is formed or'provided with a
reduced tonaue or extensmn 384 which . is

130



, @dé,pfed’é:tq ‘be-inserted: énd' fit. into a vertical

Cin'th
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slot. or-aperture 35; one of which is formed
1-the side: wall 26 between“each . pair . of
slits: 27.‘An inwardly directed: stop shoul-

der-or’offset 36 extending from the forward

edge-of one of the key flanges terminates in

- aforwardly projecting stiffening flange ST7.

- By inserting two of the keys into the chan-

- mel of a strike bar with their vertical walls
1

31 ‘at the rear-and with the tongues 84 ex-
tending towards. the respective uprights: 12

of the'pedestal; the offsets 36 will engage the-

~ -stop ‘or-abutment 24 of the strike bar, and

7]',:5;

then by moving the respective key members

towardsthe ends of the strike bar; the tongues

-84 will pass into the corresponding aperture
- 35, thus detachably:connecting the strike bar
~to'the legs of the pedestal,:: "~ " 707 o

~In order to releasably maintain the kéys

. in their intended locking relation and pre-
~_vent them:from -becoming: accidentally dis-

" lodged in the use of the desk, while never-

theless enabling thém to be readily removed

~ when' it is-desired to disconnect the strike
5 bars, releasable holding means for the keys
“are ‘provided, S :

- Preferably; the-u’ppe'r and lower ﬂanges of

- each key are provided with small, outwardly

30

extending, rounded projections or blisters
38, so disposed that when the key is pressed

~into. its correct locking: position, they will

engage in‘seats or recesses 89, Fig. 8,in the

upper- and- lower flanges :31-and 82 of ‘the

o strike bars: 20,

a8

= In order to seat the'proj ec,tion_s”38 in said
- seats'39, 1t is netessary o use force sufficient

.. to:cause the flanges of the strike bars or of
. the keys to:yield or spring as these projec-

-tions engage the strike bar flinges,; and when.

0. said projections register with said seats, they:

~will snap into ‘place therein.. In the con-
sstruction illustrated in the drawings, a pair
of ‘keys 30 is provided for each strike bar.

If-desired. however, the-slits 27 in one of

the: uprights 12 could be closed -and the
- “tongues 28 at.one end of.a'strike bar inserted:.

endwise therein, after which the other pair

~-of tongues 28:could be passed into the open

. secuted.to the pedestal by a single key 30.

-slits 27 in the other upright of the pedestal,

and this end of the strike bar then releasably

- “~Inorder to-avoid the necessity of two sets
. of ‘dies for:producing right and left hand

keys; the keys are all made alike, one key of
each pair being reversed, see Fig. 6, so that

- -itsflange having the shoulder 86 is at the top.

i 5 The

i - However, if desired, right and left hand keys-

may be provided. . -

o0 v The keys:can be -re‘adiiy’ removed when it
e
.- them:out by means.of a screw.driver or other
appropriate took adaptsd to be inserted be:.
tween the flanges of the keys at their inner

is desired to detach a strike bar by prying

o desl top B v'shéﬁn: 1s :,foi‘mied" of sheet

3

metal and. is.of known construction;compris-

~ing a flat, horizontal metal plate 40 on- which.

is-secured a cover sheet of linoleum or other
eovering material 41, the edges of ‘which are
bound: and :protectec: by a suitable binding

strip 42.. The edges of the metal plate 40

are bent to form a depending, substantially
vertical, marginal edge 43 terminating,in an
inwardly extending, horizontal flange 44.
When: the desk top B is-in. operative po-
sition, the metal plate 40 thereof rests on the -
top edges of the vertical walls of the desk .

‘body or:pedestals A and A’ and the back

wall C, with the depending edge 48 disposed:
outwardly beyond or in spaced relation to

.sa1d' walls and also to the fronts of the pedes-

tals. Thus, the edge 43, the flange 44 and

70

80

the adjacent portions of the top plate 40,
together form an inwardly facing, marginal . -

channel 48 extending all around the desk
body.. oo T
- Top securing devices or keys 50 are pro-
vided: which are arranged in the channel 48

85

and.are movable into and out of operative,

interlocking engagement with fixed parts of
the desk in-a mannér.to detachably secure
the top B.in place-on the body, as will now
be ‘explairied. - B
Preferably. in order to reduce the number-
of manipulations required to secure the top

90

95

to: the body, and also. to reduce the number

of loose parts, these securing dévices are ar-

ranged in‘the-channel 48 at one side only of

‘the desk top, namely the rear side in the

desk' shewn, and -4 suitable fixed member is

~provided at the opposite or front side of the -
~desk which is adapted to enter the channel -

48 .at that side and engage with: a part of
the top so-as to cooperate with:the movable
securing devices to firmly and rigidly secure

the.top in place. SRR
~: The fixed'member shown for this purpose,.

see Figs. 2,4 and 15, comprises an angle bar
~or’cleat 51. one flange of which extends ver:
“tically upwards beside and-is secured to the
upper, fixed front cross members 13 of the.

pedestals A; A’, by bolts or -other fastening
dévices 52, The bar 51 preferably extends
entirely across the front of the desk, bridging -
the space between the pedestals and bracing

“the désk-front -when ‘the top is' disconnected.

ho

110

115

The other flange 53 of the bar 51 extends for-
wardly and is so positioned: thdt when the

top Bisin place, the adjacent flange 44 there-
of-extends inwardly beneath and bears firmly

up against said flange 53. .
- "The securing devices or keys

355:1s provided at one.end with a notch 56
having a vertical edge or part 57, and at-a

 distance therefrom, holes 58 are provided in
 the corners-or angles of the key. -~ #/© ' .

120

( 50 are prefer- .
~ably ‘made of sheet metal and of the form

~shown in Fig. 13. Each key is-of channel ~
~crosssection, having spaced horizontal flanges
54 connected-by a vertical web 55. The web .

125
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~As shown in Figs. 12, 15, and ‘17, each key
50-1s adapted to fit in the channel 48 of the
desk top B, with its flanges 54 engaging the

corresponchno horizontal walls of said chan-

. nel, and with its vertical web 55 facing in-
W aldly or towards the desk. Preferably, also-
an‘edge of one of said flanges 54 engages the
1nner Zace of the vertical e (,dtre 43 ofthe top,

the -parts being so pmportwned that as a

o result, the web 55 bears against the adyacent

rear walls of the body When the desk top is
in"position for use. . -

In this position'of the’ secunnd dev1ces 50
the holes 58 therein. will be dlsposed above

; or register with the space between the edge
of the flange 44 oft the top and the back of,
‘the body. .

. When: the. desk is to be asqembled a num-

*_ ber of securing devices 50 are arranced in

. the cooperatmd fixed part. prov1ded on. the'

5+ the channel 48 at the rear edge of the desk
~top B in the relation just: described, and then

the top is.placed over the desk and inclined

‘ag shown in Fig. 4. By now moving the top -
rearwardly Whlle so inclined, the fro*lt hori-
; zontal flange 44 thereof can be hooked or.en-

gaged: beneath the horizontal flange of the
fixed cleat 51. The top.is then 1owered into
its horizontal position, see Fig. 8, and by in-
serting a’suitable tool upwardly into one of

45 the holes 58 of each securing device, said

device can be moved or slid endmoe in the
channel 48 into locking engagement with

deak
In the conqtluctlon shown these ﬁxed

- parts, see Figs. 9 and 12,16 and 17, comprise
fixed Ings or: tonorues 60 having learwardly,.

- offset froe ends or portlons which are spaced

40

55

60

slightly from the rear or ‘adjacent wall of the
‘deslt so that the edge portions 57 of the keys

50.will engage. and fit snugly between said

“Jugs and Sdld Cwall when said keys-are moved
< Preferably. the -

end\v1<e towards the lugs.’
tongues 60 are: struek ont from'sheet: metal
rmo]e pieces 61 which are‘welded or: other-

~wise rigidly secured 1 the corners formed by
“the side and ‘back walls of each ‘pedestal.

Each tongue extends through” a hole 63 in’
* the rear wall 17 into the channel 48. Prefer-

ably, there are two'lugs 60 adjacent or back
of each pedestal, these bemfr extended in-op-

7 posite duectlons and a corr espondm(r nam-
" ber of securing devmeq 50 are arvanged in the

channel 48 of the ‘top in such position on the
desls that they can be easily moved into lock-
ing relation to the lugs 60. A reverse move-

o ment will of course, serve to disconnect the -
keys 50 from the Tugs 60.- ‘The: lugs 60 and
the slots 56 in the keys are of substantmlly :
the same vertical dlmensmns, 50 that when:
" the top is connected as described, there will

be no play or r_elfztlve looseness between the

'top and body.

“The flanges 54 of each key are prowded

,W1th holes 63 one of whlch when the key is in

1,776,359

lockmg pos1t10n, 1eglsters Wlth 3 threaded

hole 64 extending through the flange 44 of.

the top, whereby a screw or the like 65 can be

inserted s6.as fo extend into ‘the lower hole.

63 of the key to pr event the dlsenoagement_

of the latter: -

70

These securing dev1ces or. Leys are prefer— o
ably each - prov1ded with: a bent -or offset -

metal reinforcing strip 66, one end-of which-

is welded to the web of- the key, as shown: 757

The edges of the strip engage. the: opposed

nner f%es of the flanges of the key and act ks

to brace and prevent: deformatlon of said key:

‘should-an implement be forced or hammered
against’ the flanges in an. attempt to release_‘

the key.:
T claimras my- mventm‘l

80" -

1. I metal furniture; conntctmo means:fw T

for securing. tooethel two! fulmtme meni:-
“bers, oneof w hmh isfor med with a: chfmhelefl
p‘ut said -connecting means comprisingia

key slidably: chsposed in-said channeled part

of said meriiber and having a part formed to
interlock with a pait on S‘ud other member
et

when said key is moved endwise in'said chan-
nel, whereby said members are-secured to-

85 -

oethe1 and releasable means for- holdmg sald B

key in‘'securing position.

90 In metal ﬁumture the COIT‘blH‘IthIl of' U
two members, mterﬁttmo ‘parts on said mem:-

95

bers for ouwdlncr and: posmomno one of said -

merubers into operative  connected - relation

comprlslno a. key slidably -disposed .in said

“to the other; a-channeled part on one of said =~
- member Sy a‘1d connecting means for securing:-
said memberstogether, said connecting means

100

channeled part of said member and having -~

“a part-formed to interlock-with a part on said .
other member when moved endwise in said
~channel, whereby ‘said members are secured

tooethe1 and means for holdmc S‘lld key -

1otkmo posﬁnon

3. In’ ‘metal Iulmtuxe, connectmo meaiis

fov demehably sécuring together two: furnic -

ture members, one of Whlch ‘1s formed. with

-8 channele& part, said connecting means com-" -
‘prising a sheet: metql key of channel form- .
slidably. disposed in said channeled part of -

said member and Lavmg a part: arranoe@ to

interlock with a part-on-said other member

when said key is moved-endwise in said chan-

110

115

nels Wheleby said members are secured to-

oethex, stop.- means for arvesting ‘said key .
memtber- when in its locking p051t10n, and re--
leasable means for- 1eta1n1n0 sald key in 1ock—

ing ‘position. .

4. In metal ﬂumture, connectmg means

‘120

for detachably securing togéther two fmm-

‘ture’ members, oneof WHmh is formed with
a cliannelled ‘part, said connecting’ means

comprising-a key slidably disposed in and

'frlctlonally engaging the walls of said chan- -~ -
“neled part of said membper; said key having-a .

part formed to.interlock Wlth ‘a-part on said

_Othel' member when moved endvnse in- sald_

130
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- channel, whereby said members. are secured

together, and releasable means for retaining

- said key member. in:its locking position.

5. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced
side members, a plurality of drawers between

- said members, bars connecting said members
. between the fronts of adjacent drawers, and

- means for detachably securing each of said

e

- bars in place comprising interfitting parts-on

-said bar and said members, and a key mov-

“ably engaging. an end portion of said bar and

~ having a part to interlock with a part on the
- adjacent side member-to releasably maintain

g

said bar in interfitting relation with said side

‘member.

6. In mét-alg fi{rhittli‘é; iﬁlja;ir of s‘pa'ced side

e - members, a plurality of superposed drawers
* between said members, horizontal strike bars

2

“conneécting said members between the fronts

“ably-securing each of said strike bars in
place, comprising: interfitting parts on -said

“bar and said side members, and a key mov-

S ]
e

30.

S .

- ably engaging an end portion of said strike
5 bar and having a part to interlock with a
“part on the adjacent side member to releas-

ably maintain.said bar in interfitting rela-
tion with said side member. - - :
- 7..In metal furniture, a pair of spaced side

betw

ars connecting said side members. be-

“tween the fronts of adjacent. drawers, and

40

SR}

- bay

 strik

.. said strike bar

~means for detachably securing each of said

on.said bar and said side members, and a key
disposed and releasably held within an end
‘portion.of said-channeled bar and having a

- part to interlock with a part on the adjacent
- side member to detachably maintain said bar-
~_in interfitting relation with said side mem--
- "8 Tnmetal furniture, a pair of spaced side
~ members;-a plurality of superposed drawers
- between, said members; horizontal channeled
T8’ connecting: said side members be--

ween, the fronts of adjacent drawers; said
side” members-having slits formed therein,

~ lugs: at:the ends of each of said strike bars

‘and which fit in said slits, and keys disposed
within said channeled strike bar and each

having a part to interlock with a part on one
~.0f said side members. to detachably secure
lugs in the slits in said side .

members. -

©9. Inm

" between said ‘members, horizontal channeled

e,

~-strike bars connecting said side members be-

tween the fronts of adjacent drawers, said
~side . members having:open ended -horizontal

slits formed therein, lugs at.the ends of each
‘of said strike bars and ‘which are adapted -
“to be passed edgewise into and seat within
. said slits, said side members also having a

of adjacent drawers, and means for detach-

members, a plurality of superposed drawers’
said members, horizontal channeled.

n. place comprising interfitting parts .

- g P

tal furniturg, a pair of spaced side -
»members, a’ plurality of superposed drawers “men e or, more , ;
' ~extending between said members. and * sep--
arating the fronts of adjacent drawers, said -
side. members having parts adapted to - de- ;

slot formed adjacent edch of said strike bars,

and keys movably mounted on the end por-
tions of each of said strike bars-and each

‘having a tongue to enter said slot in the ad-

jacent side member by the movement of said
key relative to said strike bar'to detachably

side members.." -

secure said strike bar lugs in said slits'in said _

. 10. In metal furniture, a pair of spaced
side members, a_plurality of superposed -
~drawers between said members, - horizontal

70

75

metal strike bars connecting said members:

between the fronts.of adjacent drawers, each

of said bars being substantially of channel -

~cross section and having upper and lower

spaced flanges, Iugs at the ends'of said flanges

80

adapted to fit in slits in said side members,

and a key disposed in each end portion of
said channeled ‘bar, a tongue.on. said key

adapted to enter a slot in the adjacent side

member to. releasably lock said. strike bar

thereto, and said key having a part adapted

to frictionally engage a part on said strike
sition. * V Lo
11 In metal furniture, a pair of spaced
side members, a plurality of superposed
drawers between said members, horizontal

‘bar for holding said key in its"locking po-

metal strike bars connecting said members.

between the fronts of adjacent drawers, each
of said bars being substantially of channel
cross section and having upper and lower
spaced flanges, lugs at the ends of said flanges

adapted to fit in slits in said side members,

and a key disposed in each end. portion of

85

90.
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said channeled bar, a tongue on’ said key

adapted to. enter a slot in the adjacent side

‘member. toreleasably lock said. strike bar

thereto, and said key having projections
adapted to snap into seats in'said strike bar

flanges when said key is moved into its lock-
sition, to releasably hold said key in

such ‘position.

~ 12, In furniture, a pair-of spaced - side

members, a plurality of drawers of different

vertical dimensions disposed  between said:

members, one or more horizontal strike bars

110

extending between said members and sep-

arating the fronts of adjacent drawers, said

strike bars being detachable and intérchange-’i
able to different. positions’ to permit said
rent desired:

drawers to be arranged in diffe

order between said side members.

13. In furnitire, a pair of spaced side .
- members, a plurality of drawers of different

vertical dimensions disposed between = said

120

members, one or more horizontal strike bars -

tachably interlock with said strike bars in

different positions of the strike bars, where- -

by said bars are detachably secured in. place,
-and whereby they may be arranged in. dif- s
ferent positions tol permit sgli.ddrayqers to be 1

125 °
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~ disposed in different desived order between

said side members. ... T
" 14, An-article of furniture having a plu-
rality of drawer pedestals each comprising a

* pair of spaced side members, and one or more

horizontal strike bars extending between the
sidé members, a plurality of drawers of dif-
ferent vertical ‘dimension disposed in-said

- pedestals between the'side members thereof
v ‘with the fronts of-the drawers separated by

gaid strike bars, said strike bars being de-

- tachable and interchangeable to different po-

20

an’

g0e ]
“ing a depending marginal edge terminating.
“in an’inwardly directed flange and forming-
an inwardly facing.channel extending about -

6O

sitions between the side members to permit
said ‘drawers te be arvanged in different de-

“gired order in. the pedestal. ~ S
i body, a top hav-"

++15.7Ta metal furniture; a’ ;
ng o depending inwardly facing channeled
portion |
means for securing said top on said body com-
prising a plurality of fixed parts projecting

from said body, and securing devices which*
ave slidably arranged in said channeled por-

tion of said top-and are movable into inter- -
locking: relation with said fixed projecting

parts.. ) R
16: In metal furniture; a-body, a top hav-
ing a-depending inwardly facing channeled
portion extending about said - body, and
means for securing said top on said body com-
prising a fixed offset lug projecting from said
body, and ‘a channel-shaped securing device
which is slidably arranged within said chan-

neled portion of said ‘top and is’ provided
with a portion adapted to-interlock with said
lug by an endwise movement. of said device-
“for rigidly locking said top to said pedestal,
and means engageable with said securing de--
vice for releasably maintaining said device in-
' L - ggidl-channel at one. or more sides+of said

locking position,” e .
-17.In metal furniture, a body, a top hav-

said body; and means for securing said top

“‘on said body comprising an outwardly ex-
tending fixed part on said body at one side’
“thereof and projecting into said channel of
said top in engagement with said flange at
“that side of said body, a fixed part on said
‘body at the'opposite side thereof, and a secur-

ing device in said ‘top channel at the latter

side -of the body and which is adapted to be
moved into interlocking engagement’ with -

said fixed part. © . o
18. In meétal furniture, a body, a top.hav-

ing a depending marginal edge terminating" .
in-an inwardly directed flange and forming- -
an inwardly facing channel extending about

said body, and means for securing said top

on-said body comprising -an outwardly ex-

“ tending fixed part on said body at one side

thereof and projecting into said channel of

said. top in engagement with said flange at"

~that side of said body, an offset lug project-

“ing from the opposite side of said body with- .'

- extending “about said  body, and’ 1 cha ; ’
- thereof at that side of said body; a fixed part’
on said body at the opposite side thereof, a g5

fixed body parts. T T iy
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“

in said channel of‘said top, a securing device .
in said channel movable towards and ‘from'
said offset lug, said ‘securing dévice having a

part adapted to interlock with said hug to-co-
operate with said fixed part at the opposite
side of the body to hold said top rigidly on,
said body, and means for releasably main-
taining said securing device in locking posi-
tion. - : T

19. In métal furniture, a body having up-
right ‘side walls, a top having a depending

“edge terminating in” an inwardly directed -

70 -

5

flange and forming an-inwardly facing chan- -

nel-exteriding about said body walls, heans

for securing said top on-said-body compris-
ing an ocutwardly extending fixed" part on

89 -

sald body at one side thereof-and projecting
inko said channel in engagement with a part

securing device in said top channel at the’
latter side of the body and which is adapted.
to be moved-into interlocking “engagement”
with said latter fixed part, and said secur-’

- ing device being formed. to extend between

and engage-the inner face of said channel:

and the opposed side wall of said body to pre-

vent said top from shifting transversely rela--
tively to said-body. "= et

920. Tn metal furniture, a body having up-
right ‘side walls, a top having a depending"
edge- terminating in an inwardly directed:
flange and forming an inwardly facing chan-
nel'extending about said body walls with said:
flange terminating short-of the opposed side
wall of sald body to leave-a space therebe--
tween, means for securing said-top on said:
body comprisinig-fixed parts projecting into-

body, and sécuring devices slidably arranged

in said channels: for movement into infer-:

locking engagement with said fixed parts,
said securing devices being formed to extend
over the space betieen said flange and the op-'-
posed side walls of said body, and-each de--
vice having a hole registering with said space
into which a tool can be inserted through said
space,. whereby said-devices can- be shifted -
into and out of interlocking relation-to'said .

9'5‘,,
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