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This invention pertains to paint can extensions, and 
relates particularly to a novel disposable extension for 
attachment to a paint can to facilitate stirring, pouring 
and dipping of paint. 

It is generally recognized that the stirring, pouring 
and dipping of paint from a paint can is attended by 
several disconcerting problems, principal among which 
is the filling of the paint can lid groove with paint, and 
the resulting flow of paint down the outside of the can 
to the underlying support. Attempts have been made 
to overcome these disadvantages by providing various 
types of attachments to shield the upper edge of the 
can. However such attempts heretofore have not been 
completely satisfactory, primarily because of complicated 
construction and therefore excessive cost. 
Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present in 

vention to provide an extension attachment for paint 
cans which is of such simplified construction as to render 
the attachment expendable or disposable. 
Another important object of this invention is to pro 

vide a paint can extension of unitary construction, which 
may be made in its entirety by a single stamping opera 
tion. 
A further important object of the present invention 

is the provision of a paint can extension which is ad 
justable to conform to various sizes of paint cans. 

Still another important object of this invention is to 
provide a paint can extension attachment which may be 
imounted on the outer surface. of a paint can, prior to sale 
of the paint. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages of this 

invention will appear from the following detailed .de 
scription, taken in connection with the accompanying 
: drawing, to which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view, partly in sec 
tion, of a paint can extension attachment embodying the. 
features of the present invention, the same being shown 
mounted in position at the opening of the paint can, a 
second extension attachment of the present invention 
being shown mounted about the circumference of the 
paint can; 

Fig. 2 is a foreshortened plan view of a paint can ex 
tension attachment embodying the features of the present 
invention; and 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3-3 in 
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Fig. 1 and showing the arrangement and function of a 60 
shield member forming a part of the extension of the 
present invention. 

Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing, a conventional 
paint can is shown to include a bottom 10, a cylindrical 
wall 12, and a top peripheral rim 14 provided with an 
annular groove 16 adapted frictionally to receive a paint 
can lid (not shown). The paint can rim 14 is secured 
at its outer periphery to the upper edge of the cylindrical 
wall, and said rim terminates inwardly in an inner pe 
ripheral bead 18 adjacent the annular groove 16. 
The extension attachment of the present invention com 
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prises an elongated strip 20 of flexible material, such as 
thin metal, plastic, or paper. The latter is preferred 
for its economy. The elongated strip is reduced in 
width adjacent one end, to form a tongue 22. Adjacent 
the opposite end of the strip there is provided a pair 
of longitudinally spaced transverse slots 24, 26 which 
are proportioned and arranged to receive the tongue 
22 slidably therethrough. The tongue and slots thus 
form a friction buckle by which to interconnect the op 
posite ends of the strip. Although only one slot is neces 
sary, the two slots illustrated provide greater frictional 
gripping of the tongue, and thus the illustrated embodi 
ment is preferred. 
At spaced intervals intermediate the ends of the strip 

and at one longitudinal edge of the latter are formed 
the plurality of tabs 30, 32. Each of these tabs is formed 
by cutting the strip at spaced intervals inwardly from 
said longitudinal edge, to form spaced slits 34 which de 
fine the width of the tab. In the preferred construction 
illustrated, two such tabs are provided, and they are 
arranged in such manner, with respect to the terminal 
ends of the strip, that when the strip is bent to circular 
form with the tongue and slots interengaged, the tabs 
and buckle are displaced angularly at approximately 
120 intervals. 
The extension attachment described hereinbefore is 

installed upon a paint can in the following manner: 
The strip 20 is bent to circular form with the tongue 
22 reeved through the slots 24, 26 to its maximum limit, 
whereby the circular strip is of minimum diameter. The 
tabs 30, 32 then are bent outwardly, and the circular 
strip placed within the paint can opening, with the tabs 
resting upon the inner peripheral bead 18. The project 
ing end of the tongue 22 also rests upon this bead to 
form with the spaced tabs symmetrical points of sup 
port for the strip on the paint can. 
The circular strip thus installed may be smaller in 

diameter than the paint can opening, in which event the 
diameter of the circular strip is enlarged by allowing 
the tongue 22 to be retracted partially through the 
slots 24, 26. In this manner the circular strip may be 
caused to fit snugly against the inner peripheral bead 
18 and thus is retained frictionally in proper position. 
In this position the lower edge of the strip 20 projects 
downwardly into the paint can, while the upper edge 
extends above the paint can rim. This upper edge may 
be used as a pouring spout by which to remove paint 
from the can, or it may be used as a scraping edge for 
a paint brush as paint is dipped from the can. The 
extending strip also functions to prevent spilling of paint 
as the latter is stirred preparatory to use. 

In Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawing, there is shown a flap 
36 hingedly secured to the outer surface of the strip in 
termediate the tabs, by such means as the flexible ad 
hesive strip 38. The edge 40 of the flap underlying the 
adhesive strip preferably is curved approximately to the 
radius of the circle formed by interconnecting the op 
posite ends of the strip. This flap functions, in the man 
ner best illustrated in Fig. 3, to overlie the paint can : 
rim 14 in the area of the circular strip 20 most likely 
to be used as a pouring spout or as a paint brush scrap 
ing edge. This flap functions to eliminate completely 
the possibility of paint flowing down the outer surface 
of the strip and into the inner groove 16 of the paint can 
11. 

In Fig. 1 of the drawing, there is shown novel means 
by which the disposable extension may be attached to 
the outer circumference of a paint can prior to sale and 
use of the paint. The cylindrical wall 12 of the paint 
can generally is covered with the printed sheet 42 car 
rying the manufacturer's trademark, instrucions, and other data. The printed sheet usually is wrapped around 



3 
the paint can and the overlapping ends of the printed 
sheet glued together to retain the sheet in position upon 
the can. Thus, in accordance with the embodiment of 
the present invention illustrated in the drawings, the 
printed sheet is provided with a pair of circumferentially 
spaced, vertically extending slits 44, 46 dimensioned to 
receive therethrough the opposite ends of the disposable 
extension. In this manner, the latter is wrapped about 
the circumference of the paint can and the opposite 
ends of the extension inserted through the slits to retain 
said ends frictionally between the paint can wall 12 and 
the surrounding printed paper sheet 42. It will be ap 
parent that the disposable extension also may carry ad 
vertising material or other data, as desired. 
An alternative procedure for temporarily attaching 

the disposable collar to the outer surface of a paint can 
is to extend the length of the tongue 22 sufficient for re 
ception through the spaced slots 24, 26, as will be evident 
from Fig. 1 of the drawing. This latter procedure elim 
inates the requirement of the spaced slits in the printed 
paper. 

From the foregoing it is believed to be apparent that 
the present invention provides an efficient paint can ex 
tension by which to eliminate the usual mess and other 
disadvantages attending the stirring, pouring and dipping 
of paint from a paint can. Moreover, the extension pro 
vided by the present invention is of such simplified con 
struction and economical manufacture as to render it 
expendable or disposable. Although of extremely simpli 
fied construction, it is most effective in use. It may be 
installed in the paint can opening with speed and facility 
to provide a stable extension which remains properly 
in place during normal manipulation of the paint can. 
Still further, the paint can extension of this invention 
is adapted by reason of its unique construction, for at 
tachment about the circumference of a paint can prior 
to sale and use of the paint. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
various changes in the details of construction described 
hereinbefore may be made without departing from the 
Scope and spirit of this invention. Accordingly, it is to 
be understood that the foregoing description is primarily 
illustrative of the invention and is not to be considered 
as limiting the scope thereof. 

Having now described my invention and the manner 
in which the same may be used, what I claim as new 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A disposable extension attachment for a paint can 
having a peripheral rim defining the open and thereof, 
the extension attachment comprising an elongated strip 
of flexible material, a tongue of reduced width on one 
end of the strip, the opposite end of the strip having at 
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4. 
least one transverse slot therein adapted to receive the 
tongue outwardly therethrough to form a variable diam 
eter peripheral band adapted to be inserted into the open 
end of a paint can and to engage the inner edge of the 
rim with the lower edge of the band extending inwardly 
beyond said rim, and a plurality of tabs arranged at 
spaced intervals along the length of the strip and pivotable 
on an axis extending parallel to and spaced above the 
lower edge of the strip, whereby the tabs are movable 
between a retracted position substantially in line with the 
lower edge of the strip and an extended position project 
ing outwardly from the strip for resting upon the rim of 
a paint can, the lower edge of the tongue being disposed 
the same distance from the bottom edge of the strip as 
the pivot axes of the tabs and being bendable outwardly, 
whereby the tongue functions additionally with the tabs 
to rest upon the rim of the can and support the strip. 

2. In combination with a paint can having a peripheral 
rim defining the open end thereof and a paper covering 
enveloping the paint can wall, an extension attachment 
comprising an elongated strip of flexible material, inter 
engaging means for releasably securing the opposite ends 
of the strip together to form a peripheral band adapted to 
be inserted into the open end of a paint can and to en 
gage the inner edge of the rim with the lower edge of the 
band extending inwardly beyond said rim, a plurality of 
tabs arranged at spaced intervals along the length of the 
strip and pivotable on an axis extending parallel to and 
spaced above the lower edge of the strip whereby the 
tabs are movable between a retracted position substan 
tially in the plane of the strip and an extended position 
projecting outwardly from the strip for resting upon the 
rim of a paint can, the paper covering of the paint can 
having a pair of circumferentially spaced longitudinal 
slits therein receiving the ends of the strip therethrough, 
thereby preliminarily mounting the strip about the paint 
can with the tabs in retracted position prior to use of the 
strip at the paint can rim. 
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