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" This invention relates to golf playing equipment, and
particularly to an attachment for a two-wheel golf bag
cart of the type now widely used to carry the bag of clubs
of the player, and which is arranged to be manually
pulled along by the player as he or she traverses the golf
course. Pulling such a cart over a golf course oftimes
has a very wearisome effect on some: players. before a
game-is completed.

-1t is; therefore, the major object of my invention to
provide a self-propelling unit adapted to be connected to
and support a golf-bag cart, and by means of which unit
the cart may be maneuvered over the golf course simply
by a steering effort on the part of the player, and no
pulling of the cart by the player is necessary.

Another important object of the invention is to arrange
the self-propelling unit as an attachment which may be
applied to or detached from the cart in a matter of sec-
onds. - Thus, the cart may be used with or without the

‘unit, as may be desired, and the wheels of the cart—

when the latter is detached—may then be folded with-
out interference, and for easy storage or tramsportation
of said cart,

A further object of the invention is to construct the
self-propelling unit in.such a manner that no changes of
any kind need be made to the golf cart, nor are any fas-
tening or other elements permanently connected thereto.

Another object of the invention is to provide a self-
propelling unit and attaching means, arranged so that
when the unit is connected to the cart, the bag on the
latter is held clear of the ground at all times.

A further object of the invention is to provide a self-
propelling attachment for golf-bag carts which is designed
for ease and economy of manufacture.

A still further object of the invention is to provide a
practical, reliable, and durabl,e‘self-propelling attachment
for golf-bag carts, and one which is exceedingly effective
for the purpose for which it is designed.

These objects are accomplished by means of stich struc-
ture and relative arrangement of parts as will fully appear
by a perusal of the following specifiaction and claims,

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the self-propelling unit,
as attached to a golf cart.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the unit, detached. ‘

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional elevation
on ling 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional elevation
on line 44 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged plan view of the attaching clamp
used to connect the unit and the golf cart adjacent the
upper end of the latter,

Referring now more particularly to the drawings and
to the characters of reference marked thereon, the golf
<cart shown, and to which the self-propeiling unit is adapted
to be attached, comprises essentially a rigid upstanding
post 1 having a forwardly projecting bag supporting
bracket 2 at its lower end, and a foldable handle 3 at
the back. The post 1 is supported by a pair of trans-
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versely spaced wheels 4 mounted on stub spindles 5 pro-
jecting from leg wunits 1 depending from the post at a
rearward angle; the wheels being disposed so that when
the post 1 is set at a predetermined ‘rearward slope to
its' upper end, the bracket 2 will be clear of the ground.

The self-propelling unit, which is the subject of this in-
vention and which is adapted for connection to a cart as
above ‘described, comprises ‘a base - platform’ 6 -substan-
tially the width of the space between wheels 4 and hav-
ing an upstanding rearwardly facing angle member 7
secured thereto across its forward end. Such angle mem-
ber 7 not only serves as a- stiffener for the platform 6
but also as the locator for the forward edge of a storage
battery 8 seated on’ said platform; similar Tocators 9 and
10 for the back and sides, respectively, of the battery
being also secured on the platform.

A swivel platform 11 extends rearwardly from the plat-
form 6 and includes a fifth wheel portion 12 at the front
turnable in a circular recess 13 in said platform 6 and
curved concentri¢ with: an upstanding post 14 ‘which is
bent rearwardly at certain level above the platform 11
to form a steering handle 15; the latter projecting rear-
wardly behind the platform 11 some distaance as shown.

The post 14 is held rigid with platform 11 by means
of a connecting collar and flange member 16, while the
lower end portion 17 of the post projects below flange
member 16 and turns in a relatively heavy bar 18 which
underlies fifth wheel portion 12.and is rigidly secured to
platform 6 on the underside,

The fifth wheel portion 12 and bar 18 are held from
vertical separation by a nut 19 on the lower end of post
portion 17,

The platform 11 is slotied from. the back, as at 20,
to receive a single traction wheel 21 whose tread surface
is preferably transversely ribbed to give the maximum
traction. This whee] is disposed so that when parallel
tothe cart wheels 4, it lies in a longitudinal plane extend-
ing centrally between said wheels 4, as is the center of
the fifth wheel portion 12 and post 14,

The: traction whee] 21 is supported upon platform 11
by bearings 22, one of which includes a reduction gear
unit 23 of conventional form driven from an electric
motor 24 mounted on said platform to one side of the
wheel. ‘

At jts' forward -end, platform 6 is- provided with rigid
upstanding -and downwardly opening hooks 25 forming
parallel-sided openings 26 adapted to slip over spindles §
of the cart; the hooks being spaced apart so that they
engage the spindles.5 adjacent the wheels 4, and between
the latter and the upstanding wheel-mounting leg units Ta:

In order to rigidly connect the cart at its upper end
to platform 6 and hold the cart against vertical swivel
movement relative thereto, a post 27 upstands from plat-
form 6 a short distance ahead of post 14 and ‘to a height
substantially that of cart post 1. Post 27 is braced from
post 14 intermediate its ends by a longitudinal unit 28
engaging and exténding between said posts, and which
does not interfere with rotation of post 14, A clamping
unit 29 releasably connects the upper end of the post 1
and 27, and comprises a pair of laterally separate jaws
30 coupled by a hand-actuated clamping screw 31. The
jaws are formed with a straight bore 32 to slide onto and
clampingly engage post 27, and with an angular down-
wardly sloping bore 33 to slide onto and clampingly en-
gage the upper end of post 1. The unit 29, when thus
engaged with both posts, maintains said post 1 against
forward tilting movement and holds bracket 2 clear of
the ground.

In order to attach the described self-propelling unit
to the cart, it is only necessary to first fold the handle 3,
and then engage the hooks 25 over the spindles 5 from
above. The post 1 is then tilted back toward the post
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27, with whlch it is ‘tqapsvggseiy alined, so that the bores

of the clamping unit 29 may simultaneously slip onito the
respective posts. The clamping screw 31 is then tight-

ened, . It, will,, therefore; .be ;seen; that . the cart,, is. rigid
- the. forv po ‘of the self-propelling. unit, and .
d by the traction wheel 21, may

portion,.

lated. by, the handle 15.
nps: 34 battery. 8 are connected to
circuit. which: includes . wires 35, -and

‘hormally open hand switch' 36 of the

ess-in, type, is inferposed; The ‘switch 36 is preferably
mounted.in the. h@ﬁc_i_lgl 15 _adjacent, its: outer -end . where

séikdlfha_ﬁ_dle. is, grasped. by. the person manipulating . the
self:propelling u

_ the. wiring. to and ‘from: the,
3 concealed in these parts from adjacent the motor.
To, conserve. weight. and, reduce, manufacturing, expense,
n6.mgchanical.‘sﬁggd;th nge transmission is. provided: on
the unit, and hence a hand-c gtg'gill"

posed in, the, cironit, Such; rheostat is mounted. on the
unit. at.a_convenient. point, such. as, on the platform 6, as
hown, .In.thi er; the speed. of the motor. 24, may
he, uni

d rheostat 37.1s infer-

be controlled so, th:
will ‘fravel.at a,spged.
player.
“The:battery. 8 must, obviously be recharged at intervals,

it and, cart. attached thereto
o sit, the, pace of.any particular,

and, to f,é."cilifatéfsg;h:rqghargjng? a socket 38 for con-

nection, to an extension,cord, is mounted. in connection

with the battery on. top. of. thé same on a supporting
strap. 3%; depending, and. detachably. qonngcted to the op-
posed. battery, locating members, 7. and 9. Wires 40 from

socket 38 are connected fo terminal clamps 34.
While..the self-propelling unit above described: is. de-

signed. for attachment to. a_specific one of the various.

foldable golf-bag carts which are at present on the.mar-
ket, it will be -obvious. that said unit. may be, readily
adapted, by, relatively slight changes.in_dimensions, for
atiachment to, most, if not all, of: other existing types of
catts.

‘From the foregoing. description it will be readily scen
that ther¢ has been produced such a device -as. substan-
tially fulfills the objects. of the invention, as set forth
herein. o o

While this:specification. sets: forth in detail the present

and preferred copstruction of the. device, still in practice

such deviations- from. such detail may be resorted to as
do - not form a departure from the spirit of the inven-
tion, as defined. by. the: appended claims. '
"Having thus described the invention, the following is
aimed:as new. and useful and upon which Letters Pat-
ent is desired: ' :

“1. A self-propelled attachment for a golf-bag cart, said

cart comprising a_bag-supporting structure.and -a: pair of

it and.attached.cart, The handie 15 and.
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spaced wheels supporting the structure, and said attach-
ment comprising front and rear platforms, means con-
necting the platforms for relative swivel movement in a
horizontal plane while maintaining them rigid in a verti-
cal plane, instrumentalities on the front platform arranged
for detachable engagement with the cart to maintain the
cart and said platform in rigid -relationship, a single trac-
tion wheel mounted on the rear platform, a self-contained
power plant mounted on the attachment ‘and driving said
traction wheel, and'a handle member rigidly connected
to and projecting rearwardly. from the rear platform to
steer the attachment, said_handle member including a
vertical portion depending to-and-rigid witlthe*rear plat-
form; the platform: connecting means including an ex-

tension of said portion below the rear platform, and a .

bar rigid with the front platform projecting under the
front portion of the rear platform and through which
said extension turnably: projects.to form the.-axis-of rota-
tion: between ‘the_platforms. -~ :

"2, A _self-propelled. attachment adapted. for use with
and. detachable. connection. to 4 golf-bag cart having:an
upstanding. post at. the. back. and a-pair- of - transversely,
spaced supportin

vertically;

tmeans on the platform unit at its forward. end for de-

tachable connection to the cart-adjacent and between the

wheels, a steerable. traction wheel on:and supporting; the
platform, . unit. from. the ground, a .self-contained power

plant on the unit to drive the traction wheel, and means

on .tlge_"dt,tz_ibéhfn_ient'f;of'detac'hablg: connection. to the cart

post to maintain the latter against forward swivel move-

ment. from a predetermined rearwardly angled. position;

-said, last named means comprising a rigid upstanding:

post on the; platform; unit alined in a longitudinal -plane.

with the cart post, and a detachable connecting and

clamgi:ng_’membe_rq hayving: post éngaging bores to. fit- over
the -upper end. of both. posts_when: the cart post_is dis-

posed 1n said pr_e»dé,t‘iqrr‘nined‘ rearwardly angled. position:
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orting wheels about which the post may swivel,
he. attachment. comprising -a ‘platform unit,:
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