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cars with extensions or platforms which are so 

To all utilon, it naily concern. 
Be it known that we, ISAAC DEYELL and 

WILTIAM. B. WATKINS, citizens of Canada, re 
siding at St.Thomas West, in the county of El 

5 gin, Ontario, Canada, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Safety-Rails and 
Running-Boards for Freight. Cars; and we do 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will en 

Io able others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same, reference being 
had to the acco impanying drawings, and to the 
letters and figures of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 

15 This invention relates to a combined safety 
rail and running-board for freight-cars. 
The object of the invention is to provide the 

terminating ends of the run-boards of freight 

2o constructed as to close the gap between the 
cars when coupled together and form a con 
tinuous runway from end to end of the train, 
and also to provide a guard or safety rail on 
either side of the run board, being so con 

25 structed and arranged as to enable a brake 
man to approach the edge of the car at either 
end to receive signals, &c., and to operate the 
brake-wheel without danger of being thrown 
from the train; and our invention consists in 

3o the construction and combination of parts, as 
will be hereinafter more fully set forth, and 
pointed out particularly in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, Figure I is a per 
35 spective view showing two freight-cars coupled 

together and equipped with our improved de 
vice. Fig. 2 is a top plan of a car containing 
our improvement. Fig. 3 is a central vertical 
longitudinal section taken on dotted line aca: of 

4o Fig. 2, showing position of platforms when cars 
are coupled together. Fig. 4 is a top plan of 
the platform and sliding head, having upper 
portion of case removed to show position of 
coiled springs. 

45. In the letters of reference in the drawings, 
C represents the car; R, the roof; D, the or 
dinary run-board, and W the brake-wheel, all 

| 

secure them in position. 

constructed from either wood or metal, and is 5o 
mounted on the car-top at the terminating 
ends of the run-boards. Located within said 
case is a slatted sliding head, H, the front edge 
of which projects through the front edge of the 
case B and has attached thereto by hinges a 55 
the slatted extension-platform P, as shown 
clearly in Fig. 4. At the rear of the sliding 
head H and within the case B is located a se 
ries of coiled springs, S, the frontends of which 
springs enter openings in the rear edges of the 6o 
sliding head, while the rear ends receive the 
pins d of the case B, whereby said springs are 
securely held in position, as shown clearly in 
Fig. 4. Said springs act as buffers to allow 
the platforms to spring back or yield from the 65 
concussion of the cars in coupling together. 
(See Figs. 1 and 3.) - 

if shows a series of metal uprights or stand 
ards, the lower ends of which are provided 
with the foot portions f', through which bolts 7o 
or Screws are passed into the roof of the car to 

The upper ends of 
said standards fare bent so as to form loops or 
eyelets, through which the guard-rails Z, are 
passed, extending along either side of the run- 75 
board, and at or near the terminating ends are 
formed U shape, as shown at F, the extreme 
ends being bent downward, forming the end 
uprights or standards, and are secured to the 
car-roof by means of bolts or screws. The U- 8c 
shaped portions form guards for the brakeman 
when operating the brake-wheel, and enable 
him to reach the edge of the car to receive sig 
nals without danger of being thrown from the 
train. (See Figs. 1 and 2.) 85 

Attached to the front or outer corners of the 
slatted extension-platform P are two metal 
standards, ee, to the upper ends of which is 
attached one end each of the chains a, the other 
ends being attached to the upright portions b go 
of the guard-rails Z, as shown clearly in Figs. 
1 and 2. Said chains serve to support the 
outer corners of the platform P and form 
guards across the gap between the cars when 
coupled together. 95 

92 shows an arm or lug, which projects from 
of which are common in freight-cars. the under face of the front portion of the plats 
B shows a housing or case, which may be form P, and is to prevent the platforms from 
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passing or overlapping each other, as in the 
coupling together of high and low cars. (See : 
Figs. 1 and 2.) 
When the cars are coupled together, as shown 

5 in IFig. 1, the extension-platforms are held in 
contact with each other by the pressure of the 
coiled springs S, (see Fig. 3,) and, being hinged 
at a to the sliding heads, are allowed to rise 
and fall or yield with the vibration of the cars 
in running. 

It will be observed from the foregoing ar 
rangement of the parts that a continuous run 
board is formed from end to end of the train, 
and the guard-rails as constructed and ar 
ranged enables the brakeman or train-man to 
perform his duty without danger of falling be 
tween the cars or being thrown off. 

IIaving thus fully set forth our invention, 
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by 

2O Letters Patent, is 

O. 

I. In combination with the roof of a freigli 
car, the running-board having the overhang 
ing end platforms, and springs for forcing said 
platforms outward, the guide-rail on each side 
of the running-board and having the U-shaped 25 
extensions F, as and for the purposes specified. 

2. In combination with the car-roof, the run. 
ning-board having spring-actuated overhang, 
ing platforms, the standardse, mounted on Said 
platforms, and the chains coupling said stand- 3o 
ards to the guide-rails, which rails extend fril 
end to end of the car, as and for the purposes 
specified. 

In testimony whereof we affix our sign:till 'e 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ISAAC IDEYEIT, 
WILLIAM B. W.A.T. INS. 

Witness(es: 
JNO. l'ARLEY, - - - - ... 
MI. F. McCAT, I. 

  


