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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See extra sheets.

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
claiml, claim 3 referring to claiml, claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring
to claim 1, and claim 9 referring to claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring
to claim 1

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Because of the reason given below, this international application
includes 34 groups of inventions which do not satisfy the requirement
of unity of invention.

First (main) group of inventions: c¢laiml, claim 3 referring to c¢laim
1, claim4 referringtoclaim3 referringtoclaiml, and claim 9 referring
to claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring to claim 1.

Second group of inventions: claim 2, c¢laim 3 referring to claim 2,
claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring to claim 2, and claim 9 referring
to claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring to claim 2

Third group of inventions: claim 4 referring to c¢laim 1, and claim
9 referring to claim 4 referring to claim 1.

Fourth group of inventiong: claim 4 referring to ¢laim 2, and claim
9 referring to claim 4 referring to claim 2

Fifth group of inventions: claim 5 referring to claim 1, and claims
9-10 referring to claim 5 referring to claim 1.

Sixth group of inventiong: claim 5 referring to claim 2, and claims
9-10 referring to claim5 referring to claim 2.

Seventh group of inventions: claim 5 referring to claim 3 referring
toclaiml, andclaim9 referringtoclaim5 referringtoclaim3 referring
to claim 1.

Eighth group of inventiong: c¢laim 5 referring to claim 3 referring
toclaim2, and claim 9 referringtoclaim5 referringtoclaim3 referring
to claim 2.

Ninth group of inventions: claim 6 referring to claim 1, claim 7
referring to claim 6 referring to claim 1, and claim 9 referring to
claim 7 referring to claim 6 referring to claim 1.

Tenth group of inventions: c¢laim 6 referring to c¢laim 2, claim 7
referring to claim 6 referring to claim 2, and claim 9 referring to
claim 7 referring to claim 6 referring to claim 2.

Eleventh group of inventions: claim 8 referring to claim 6 referring
toclaiml, andclaim9 referringtoclaim8 referringtoclaimé referring
to claim 1.

Twelfth group of inventions: claim 8 referring to claim 6 referring
toclaim2, andclaim9 referringtoclaim8 referringtoclaimé referring
to claim 2.

Thirteenth group of inventiong: c¢laim 9 referring to claim 1

Fourteenth group of inventions: claim 9 referring to claim 2

Fifteenth group of inventions: claim 9@ referring to claim 3 referring
to claim 1.

{(Continued to next sheet)
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Sixteenth group of inventions: claim 9 referring to claim 3 referring

to

claim 2.

Seventeenthgroupof inventions: claim9referringtoclaimé referring

to

claim 1.

Eighteenthgroupof inventions: claim 9 referringtoclaimé referring

to

Nineteenth group of inventions:

Twentieth group of inventions:

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

Twenty
referring

claim 2.

first group of inventions: claim 10

to claim 1.

second group of inventionsg: claim 10
to claim 2.

third group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 1.

fourth group of inventionsg: claim 10
to claim 2.

fifth group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 3 referring to claim 1.

sixth group of inventiong: c¢laim 10
to claim 3 referring to claim 2.

gseventh group of inventions: claim 10 referring to

to claim 3 referring to claim 1.

eighth group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 3 referring to claim 2.
ninth group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 1.

claim 10 referring to claim 1.

claim 10 referring to claim 2.

referring to claim
referring to claim
referring to claim
referring to claim
referring to claim
referring to claim
claim
claim

referring to

referring to claim

Thirtiethgroupof inventions: claim1l0 referringtoclaimé referring
to claim 2.

Thirty
referring

Thirty
referring

Thirty
referring

Thirty
referring

first group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 6 referring to claim 1.

second group of inventionsg: claim 10
to claim 6 referring to claim 2.

third group of inventions: claim 10
to claim 6 referring to claim 1.

fourth group of inventionsg: claim 10
to claim 6 referring to claim 2.

{(Continued to next sheet)
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Search has been made on claim 1 as "the first invention (main

invention) . " The search has revealed that the technical feature
disclosed in claims 1-4, 6-8, 10 is not novel since it is disclosed
as a prior art in Document JP 2004-333830 A (Seiko Epson Corp.), 25

November 2004 (25.11.04).

Accordingly, the technical feature disclosed in claims 1-4, 6-8,
10 cannot be "a special technical feature" within the meaning of PCT
Rule 13.2, second sentence.

When claim 9 referring to claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring
to claim 1 is compared to prior art, "the special technical feature"
of the main invention relates to:

"aligquidcrystal device comprising: areflection type liguid crystal
panel having one polarizationplate arranged at the 1ight incident side;
and a phase difference member which is arranged between the polarization
plate and the liquid crystal panel and has a retardation in an optical
path when the display surface of the liquid crystal panel is viewed
from a direction of a particular polar angle ok (0 degrees < ®k < 90
degrees) is set so as to decide the direction in which visibility is
to be limited,

wherein when the display plane of the liquid crystal display panel
ig viewed from the direction of the set polar angle ok (0 degrees <
ok < 90 degreeg), a total of phase differences generated in the optical
path from the point where light comes into the liquid crystal display
device up to the point where the 1ight is emitted from the 1iquid crystal
digsplay device is nA/2 + A/4 (n may be 0 or a positive or a negative
integer) when both of the phase difference member and the liquid crystal
panel are taken into combination;

the phase difference member is a phase difference plate having the
relationship nx = ny > nz or nx = ny < nz, wherein nx, ny, and nz are
three main refraction factors in the directions of the x, vy, and z axesg
which orthogonally intersect one another, and the phase differenceplate
ig arranged so that the xy plane associated with the main refraction
factorgsnxandnyof thephasedifferenceplateisparallel toanabsorption
axis of the polarization plate; and

the absorption axis of the polarization plate and a delay-phase axis
of the phase difference member are set so that the absorption axis and
the delay-phase axis are parallel in the upper-lower direction or in
the right-left direction on the digplay plane when an observer viewsg
information displayed on the digplay plane of the liquid crystal digplay
device.™

{(Continued to next sheet)
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When claim 9 referring to claim 4 referring to claim 3 referring
toclaim 2 ig compared to the aforementioned prior art, the second group
of inventions have "a (tentative) special technical feature" relating
to:

"aliquidcrystal devicecomprising: atransparent typeliquidcrystal
panel having a first polarization plate arranged at the light incident
side and a second polarization plate arranged at the light emigsion
side; and a phase difference member which is arranged between the first
polarization plate and the liquid crystal panel or between the second
polarization plate and the liquid panel and has a retardation in an
optical path when the disgsplay surface of the liquid crystal panel is
viewed from a direction of a particular polar angle ok (0 degrees <
dk < 90 degreeg) is set so as to decide the direction in which visibility
is to be limited,

wherein when the display plane of the liquid crystal display panel
ig viewed from the direction of the set polar angle ok (0 degrees <
ok < 90 degreeg), a total of phase differences generated in the optical
path from the point where light comes into the liquid crystal display
device up to the point where the 1ight is emitted from the 1iquid crystal
digsplay device is nA/2 + A/4 (n may be 0 or a positive or a negative
integer) when both of the phase difference member and the liquid crystal
panel are taken into combination;

the phase difference member is a phase difference plate having the
relationship nx = ny > nz or nx = ny < nz, wherein nx, ny, and nz are
three main refraction factors in the directions of the x, vy, and z axesg
which orthogonally intersect one another, and the phase differenceplate
ig arranged so that the xy plane associated with the main refraction
factorgsnxandnyof thephasedifferenceplateisparallel toanabsorption
axis of the polarization plate; and

the absorption axis of the polarization plate and a delay-phase axis
of the phase difference member are set so that the absorption axis and
the delay-phase axis are parallel in the upper-lower direction or in
the right-left direction on the digplay plane when an observer viewsg
information displayed on the digplay plane of the liquid crystal digplay
device.™

Similarly, " (tentative) special technical features" can be set for
the third to the thirty fourth group of inventions.

Thereisnotechnical relationshipbetweenthemaingroupof inventions
and the second to the thirty fourth group of inventions involving one
or more of the same or corresponding special technical features.
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