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(57) ABSTRACT 
A method to facilitate handover includes detecting that a 
mobile unit resides within at least one predetermined Zone 
where a handover event from a first radio technology to a 
second radio technology may need to occur, the second radio 
technology being different from the first radio technology. 
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1. 

SYSTEMAND METHOD TO FACLITATE 
HANDOVER 

RELATED APPLICATION 

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi 
sional Patent Application No. 60/820,896, which was filed on 
Jul. 31, 2006, and entitled “Mobility Fingerprinting the 
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to communications 
and, more particularly, to a system and method to facilitate 
handover. 

BACKGROUND 

Various types of wireless technologies have been devel 
oped for communication of Voice, data and a combination of 
Voice and data. Many wireless devices are being manufac 
tured to enable operability in more than one type of technol 
ogy. For example, portable electronic devices, such as cellular 
telephones and personal digital assistants, can include inter 
faces that enable operation using cellular technologies, wire 
less local area network (WLAN) technologies, and/or Blue 
tooth technologies to name a few. 
As a further example, many enterprise networks Support 

voice over internet protocol (VoIP) that can run over one or 
more wireless network. For instance, WiFi Voice networks 
currently support VoIP and, with little integration, with a 
wider area voice network, such as cellular networks. Dual 
mode phones, which have both an 802.11 interface and a 
cellular interface, are emerging in the marketplace. 

SUMMARY 

The invention relates generally to a system and method to 
facilitate handover for a mobile unit between radio technolo 
gies. As a further example, the invention enables a determi 
nation to be made whether a mobile unit resides in an area 
where a handoff from a first radio technology to a second 
radio technology may be desired. The area or location where 
the handoff may be needed is predetermined such as to pro 
vide sufficient time to enable the system to set up the call on 
a new interface prior to the old interface becoming unusable. 
The result of this evaluation can then be made available for a 
higher level mobility functions that determine on which radio 
technology interface communication should take place. 
One aspect of the invention provides a method to facilitate 

handover that includes detecting that a mobile unit resides 
within at least one predetermined location where a handover 
event from a first radio technology to a second radio technol 
ogy may need to occur, the second radio technology being 
different from the first radio technology. 

Another aspect of the invention provides system to facili 
tate handover. The system includes a mobile unit configured 
to operate according to at least first and second radio tech 
nologies. A fingerprint detector evaluates input data (e.g., 
corresponding to scanned signals) relative to mobility finger 
print data that defines at least one predetermined roam Zone to 
determine whether a handover between the first and second 
radio technologies should occur for the mobile unit. 

Yet another aspect of the invention provides a system to 
facilitate handover for a mobile unit. The system includes 
means for storing fingerprint data that define a mobility fin 
gerprint for at least one predetermined roam Zone. The system 
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2 
also includes means for evaluating whether to triggera hand 
off for the mobile unit from a first (e.g., currently connected) 
radio technology to a second radio technology based on at 
least one received signal relative to the stored fingerprint data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 depicts an example of a system that can be imple 
mented according to an aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 2 depicts an example of a mobile unit that can be 
implemented according to an aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 3 depicts an example of a radio system that can be 
implemented in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 4 depicts an example of a wireless network imple 
menting mobility fingerprinting in accordance with an aspect 
of the invention. 

FIG. 5 depicts an example of a floor plan for part of a 
wireless network demonstrating calibration that can be uti 
lized to establish a mobility fingerprint for a roam Zone in 
accordance with an aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 6 depicts an example of a technique that can be 
utilized to establish a static mobility fingerprint for a roam 
Zone in accordance with an aspect of the invention. 
FIG.7 depicts an example of a system in which a mobility 

fingerprint is defined by information from different radio 
technologies. 

FIG.8 depicts an example of a vector fingerprint that can be 
determined for a roam Zone according to an aspect of the 
invention. 
FIG.9 depicts an example of a mobility fingerprint detec 

tion system that can be implemented according to an aspect of 
the invention. 

FIG. 10 is a graph plotting cellular received signal strength 
verses WiFi received signal strength that can be utilized to 
facilitate mobility fingerprint detection in accordance with an 
aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram depicting a method in accordance 
with an aspect of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention relates generally to a system and method to 
facilitate handover between different radio technologies. The 
invention facilitates handover by enabling a location to be 
detected where such handover may need to occur. For 
instance, one or more signals can be detected to identify the 
location, and a trigger signal can be generated to enable 
handover to occur in response to identifying the location. 
As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, portions 

of the invention may be embodied as a method, data process 
ing system, or computer program product. Accordingly, these 
portions of the present invention may take the form of an 
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodi 
ment, or an embodiment combining Software and hardware. 
Furthermore, portions of the invention may be a computer 
program product on a computer-usable storage medium hav 
ing computer readable program code on the medium. Any 
suitable computer-readable medium may be utilized includ 
ing, but not limited to, static and dynamic storage devices, 
hard disks, optical storage devices, and magnetic storage 
devices. 

Certain embodiments of the invention are described herein 
with reference to flowchart illustrations of methods, systems, 
and computer program products. It will be understood that 
blocks of the illustrations, and combinations of blocks in the 
illustrations, can be implemented by computer-executable 
instructions. These computer-executable instructions may be 
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provided to one or more processor of a general purpose com 
puter, special purpose computer, or other programmable data 
processing apparatus (or a combination of devices and cir 
cuits) to produce a machine. Such that the instructions, which 
execute via the processor, implement the functions specified 
in the block or blocks. 

These computer-executable instructions may also be 
stored in computer-readable memory that can direct a com 
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus to 
function in a particular manner, Such that the instructions 
stored in the computer-readable memory result in an article of 
manufacture including instructions which implement the 
function specified in the flowchart block or blocks. The com 
puter program instructions may also be loaded onto a com 
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus to 
cause a series of operational steps to be performed on the 
computer or other programmable apparatus to produce a 
computer implemented process such that the instructions 
which execute on the computer or other programmable appa 
ratus provide steps for implementing the functions specified 
in the flowchart block or blocks. 
The invention relates to a system and method to facilitate 

handover for a mobile unit between different radio technolo 
gies. As used herein, the term “radio technology and varia 
tions of this term are intended to encompass any form of 
wireless communication that may be utilized to send, to 
receive or to send and receive audio signals (including Voice 
signals), data signals or a combination of Voice and data 
signals without requiring a hard-wired connection. Examples 
of different radio technologies include cellular telephones 
(e.g., 2G, 3G or 4G technologies), wireless networks, (e.g., 
wireless local area networks (WLAN), such as WiFi; wireless 
metropolitan area networks (WirelessMAN), such as WiMax: 
and any variation and improvements thereof), satellites, Blue 
tooth, two-way (or half-duplex) radio, and any combinations 
thereof. Those skilled in the art will understand and appreci 
ate that various standards and protocols exist and have yet to 
be developed to enable communication via these and other 
radio technologies. For example, the mobile unit can be 
implemented in any form of wireless technology, such as 
including a cellular telephone, personal digital assistant 
(PDA), a portable computer (e.g., a laptop computer, or tablet 
computer) and the like. In the following example, it is 
assumed that the mobile unit is configured to enable operation 
using at least two different radio technologies. 

The approach described herein enables a determination to 
be made that a mobile unit resides in an area where a handoff 
from a first radio technology to a second radio technology 
may be desired. The area or location where the handoff may 
be needed is predetermined such as to provide sufficient time 
to enable the system to set up the call on a new interface prior 
to the old interface becoming unusable. The predetermined 
location where handoffmay be needed is referred to hereinas 
mobility fingerprint. As used herein, the general term “mobil 
ity fingerprint can correspond to any method used to identify 
a roam Zone where handoff may be required. The mobility 
fingerprint can be evaluated by a fingerprint detection algo 
rithm, such as based on periodic or intermittent monitoring of 
one or more inputs. Fingerprint evaluation is a generic tech 
nique that may be applied from either the client device or the 
network infrastructure. The result of this evaluation can then 
be made available for a higher level mobility functions that 
determine on which radio technology interface communica 
tion should take place. 

Turning to FIG. 1, a schematic block diagram of a system 
10 that can implement mobility fingerprinting is depicted. 
The system 10 includes a mobile unit 12, a first radio system 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
14 and a second radio system 16. Typically the system 10 can 
include a plurality of mobile units. Each of the first radio 
system 14 and second radio system 16 employs a different 
radio technology. The mobile unit 12 includes circuitry con 
figured to interface with at least the radio technologies imple 
mented by the first and second radio systems. The mobile unit 
12 may be configured to communicate using any number of 
radio technologies in addition to those of the depicted radio 
systems 14 and 16. 
As one example, the first radio system 14 can employ a 

wireless network, such as WiFi or WIMAX. For instance, the 
first radio system 14 can include any number of access points 
that cooperate to form the wireless network. The second radio 
system 16 may operate using a cellular technology and thus 
include a plurality of cell base stations for communication 
over a corresponding coverage area. 
The mobile unit 12 is portable and thus can be carried or 

otherwise transported in space. Such as by a user, within the 
system 10. In the system 10, at least one predetermined loca 
tion is pre-identified as a roam Zone 18 where it has been 
ascertained that a handoff from a first radio technology to a 
second radio technology may need to occur. The roam Zone 
18 can be defined by a mobility fingerprint. The roam Zone 18 
can have dimensions in two-dimensional space or three-di 
mensional space depending upon the direction of travel of the 
mobile unit relative to the location. For example, a user can 
carry a mobile unit across the floor or ground as well as 
transport the mobile unit 12 between floors of a multi-floor 
building or dwelling. 
One difficulty associated with a device that can operate 

according to multiple radio technologies is being able to 
determine when to transition from a first radio technology to 
a second radio technology Such that the user does not detect a 
disturbance in the continuity of the communication. For 
example, when transitioning from communication over a 
wireless network (e.g., voice over internet protocol (VoIP)) to 
cellular, it may often take several seconds to setup the cellular 
call. This long call setup time means that any monitoring on 
the wireless network should assure that the call does not 
degrade beyond acceptable call quality before the cellular call 
is ready. Since the roam Zones are established before han 
dover is to occur (e.g., a priori), each roam Zone can be 
established at a predetermined location to provide the mobile 
unit 12 with ample time to setup the call on the interface for 
the new radio technology before the signal on the old (pre 
handover) radio technology degrades to an unusable level. 
A variety of mechanisms can be utilized to gather mobility 

fingerprint data to identify each of the one or more roam Zones 
18 in the system 10. Examples of data that can be collected to 
provide a mobility fingerprint for a given roam Zone 18 
include: received signal strength indicator (RSSI) measure 
ments, transmit power of detected transmitters, physical coor 
dinates of measurements, the identity of transceivers from 
which signals are detected. Additionally, beacons or other 
forms of signaling (e.g., RFID tags) can be provided at a 
desired roam Zone 18 in conjunction with other signals in the 
system 10 to provide the mobility fingerprints for respective 
roam Zones. Alternatively, the beacons or other signaling 
(individually or in any combination thereof) can be provided 
at the roam Zones to establish mobility fingerprints. The one 
or more signals utilized to define the mobility fingerprint for 
the each roam Zone 18 can be a wireless signal propagating 
according to the first radio technology (e.g., utilized by the 
first radio system 14), the second radio technology (e.g., 
utilized by the second radio system 16), another radio tech 
nology with which the mobile unit 12 can interface, or one or 
more signals according to any combination of radio technolo 



US 8,140,079 B2 
5 

gies. The particular types of information and signals utilized 
to provide the mobility fingerprint can vary for a given loca 
tion according to the type of radio technologies and the tech 
nologies Supported by the mobile unit 12, for example. 
A trigger signal can be generated in response to detecting 

that the mobile unit 12 resides in the predetermined roam 
Zone 18. The trigger signal can be utilized to initiate a handoff 
event by higher level control functions implemented within 
the system 10. The higher level control may evaluate other 
conditions associated with the communication and resources 
to determine whether the handover event should occur. The 
detection that the mobile unit resides within the roam Zone 18 
can be performed by the mobile unit 12, by the first radio 
system 14, by the second radio system 16, or by a combina 
tion of the mobile unit and the first and second radio systems. 

In the example where the determination that the mobile 
unit resides within the roam Zone is performed at the mobile 
unit, fingerprint data can be stored in memory of the mobile 
unit. Alternatively, the mobility fingerprint data can be stored 
in management software associated with the first radio sys 
tem, the second radio system or for each of the first and 
second radio systems. As a further example, depending upon 
memory storage capabilities of the mobile unit, mobility fin 
gerprint data can be loaded into memory of the mobile unit 
12, Such as in response to detecting that the mobile unit has 
entered a bounded area. The bounded area can be defined as 
including any number of one or more base stations or access 
points, such as may be associated with a floor, building or 
campus, or another physical structure or defined area that may 
provide wireless coverage according to a given radio technol 
Ogy. 
By way of further example, one or both of the first radio 

system 14 and the second radio system 16 may include any 
number of one or more such bounded areas spaced apart from 
each other to define an enterprise. The bounded area can 
include a boundary, which may be a physical boundary, an RF 
boundary or a combination thereof. The same or different 
algorithms can be employed for the respective bounded areas 
for the radio systems 14 and 16 to detect whether a mobile 
unit resides in one of the predetermined roam Zones 18. The 
differences in the algorithms may vary based upon the radio 
technology as well as based on the type of mobile unit 12 as 
well as other parameters that may be utilized to establish the 
predetermined roam Zones. Advantageously, each of the pre 
determined roam Zones can be established for predetermined 
locations as to maintain adequate signal strength to allow 
sufficient time to enable the call to be set up on the second 
radio technology before the current connection on the first 
radio technology becomes unusable. 

FIG. 2 depicts an example of a mobile unit 50 that can be 
implemented according to an aspect of the invention. The 
mobile unit 50 is a wireless device that includes at least two 
wireless transceivers 52, indicated as first, second and Nth 
wireless transceiver, where N is a positive integer denoting 
the number of wireless transceivers. Each of the wireless 
transceivers 52 is operative to send and receive wireless sig 
nals via corresponding antennas 54. For receiving signals, 
each wireless transceiver 52 includes circuitry for demodu 
lating and converting the received signals to an appropriate 
digital format for processing at the receiver as is known in the 
art. Each transceiver 52 may also include circuitry for con 
verting data being provided from the mobile unit and from 
modulating and performing frequency conversion of Such 
data and for sending Such data out via the antenna 54. 
The mobile unit 50 also includes a processor 56 that is 

programmed and configured to control operation of the 
mobile unit based upon executable instructions stored in asso 
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6 
ciated memory 58. The memory can include random access 
memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), flash memory, or 
other type of memory device. The processor 56 can commu 
nicate with each of the transceivers 52 via a bus 60. The 
processor 56 can also retrieve and store data and instructions 
relative to the memory 58 over the bus. Alternatively or addi 
tionally, the processor 56 may include cache or access other 
associated memory (not shown) directly. The mobile unit 50 
may also include a user interface 64 that can be employed by 
a user for interacting with the mobile unit 50. The user inter 
face 64 can include an arrangement of graphical interface 
elements as well as buttons and other controls (e.g., knobs, 
dials and touchscreen controls and the like) for implementing 
the various functions of the mobile unit 50. 

According to one embodiment, the processor 56 can 
execute instructions, corresponding to a fingerprint detection 
algorithm 62, for detecting that the mobile unit 50 resides 
within a predetermined roam Zone. For example, the detec 
tion algorithm 62 can enable an evaluation of one or more 
signals relative to predefined fingerprint data (e.g., also stored 
in the memory 58) associated with the one or more roam 
Zones to ascertain whether the mobile unit resides within a 
roam Zone. In response to detecting that the mobile unit 
resides in a roam Zone, a trigger signal can be generated for 
initiating handover from a first radio technology in which the 
mobile unit is currently operating to a second, different radio 
technology. 

FIG.3 depicts a schematic block diagram of a radio system 
100 that operates according to a given radio technology. For 
the example of FIG. 3, the radio system 100 is intended to 
provide an overview for any radio technology that can be 
implemented including, for example, cellular and wireless 
networks (e.g., WiFi, WIMAX) to name a few. The system 
100 includes a plurality of base stations, indicated at base 
station 1 (BS1), BS2, BS3 through BSP, where P is a positive 
integer indicating the number of base stations in the system 
100 or a portion of the system. For instance, for a cellular 
network, each of the base stations 102,104,106 and 108 may 
correspond to a cellular base station. For the example of a 
wireless local area network (WLAN), each of the base sta 
tions 102, 104, 106 and 108 may correspond to an access 
point. That is, the term base station is not intended to denote 
any particular radio technology, but is intended as a generic 
term that can be utilized to implement a given radio technol 
ogy for a geographical area. 

Each of the base stations 102,104,106 and 108 includes a 
coverage area indicated Schematically at dashed lines 110. 
112, 114 and 116, respectively. Depending upon the type of 
radio technology, each of the base stations can be positioned 
strategically according to a plan to provide a Substantially 
continuous coverage according to the overlapping coverage 
areas 110, 112, 114, and 116 provided by the respective base 
stations. Each of the base stations 102, 104 and 106 and 108 
can be connected to each other Such as over a network (e.g., a 
local or wide area network or the public telephone switch 
network) to coordinate operation between the respective base 
stations. 
The system 100 can also include a system control 118 that 

is programmed and/or configured to control operation and 
manage resources in the system 100. For example the system 
control 118 can include a mobility manage 120 that is utilized 
to control higher level functions associated with handover 
events for a mobile unit between the respective base stations 
as well as to control handover from the radio technology 
implemented by the system 100 to a different radio technol 
ogy in which the mobile unit may operate. For example, the 
mobility manager 120 may condition the handover event on a 
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variety of factors, such as capacity of the respective networks, 
available connection quality, estimate battery life of the 
mobile unit, the type of call. Additionally or alternatively, the 
mobility manager 120 may also apply a cost algorithm to 
determine which radio technology would provide the lowest 
cost for handling the call. Those skilled in the art will appre 
ciate other factors that may be evaluated to determine whether 
to complete the handoff. 

The base station 102 is depicted as including at least one 
wireless transceiver 122 that is operable to send and receive 
wireless signals within its coverage area. The wireless trans 
ceiver 122 thus includes appropriate circuitry for sending and 
receiving signals via its one or more antennas 124. The base 
station 102 also includes a controller 126that is coupled to the 
wireless transceiver 522. The controller 126 controls the 
operation of the transceiver 122. The controller 126 can 
include appropriate hardware and Software that is pro 
grammed and/or configured to perform the functions associ 
ated with the base stations. The executable instructions can be 
stored in memory 128, which can be part of the controller or 
separate memory from the controller. 

In one embodiment, one or more of the respective base 
stations 102,104,106 and 108 can be programmed to detect 
that a mobile unit resides in a predetermined roam Zone. The 
determination can be made based on signals received from the 
mobile unit at the respective base stations as well as from a 
combination of signals from neighboring base stations, based 
on which signals a determination can be made that the mobile 
unit resides in the roam Zone. A base station can also include 
additional transceivers or receivers that can receive one or 
more signals, in the same or a different radio technology, 
which can be utilized to determine if the mobile unit resides 
within the predetermined roam Zone. In response to determin 
ing that the mobile unit resides within the roam Zone, a trigger 
signal can be generated. For instance, the trigger signal can be 
generated by a base station or by the mobility manager 120 in 
the system 100. The trigger signal can in turn be utilized to 
initiate a handover event. The handover event further can take 
into consideration a variety of other factors in the system 100 
as well as those associated with the mobile unit to determine 
whether to complete the handover from the radio technology 
of the system 100 to a different radio technology. 

In accordance with another embodiment, the system 100 
may be programmed to send fingerprint data to a mobile unit. 
For example, in response to detecting that the mobile unit has 
entered a coverage area provided by the system 100, the base 
station to which the mobile unit is connected can send a set of 
fingerprint data to enable detection of a mobility fingerprint 
for a selected portion or for the entire bounded area in which 
coverage is provided by the system 100. Additionally, since it 
is possible that fingerprint data may vary over time, updated 
fingerprint data may be transmitted to or from one or more of 
the base stations 102, 104, 106 and 108 so that current fin 
gerprint data can be maintained within the system 100. 

Various embodiments for gathering fingerprint data will be 
better appreciated with reference to the examples of FIGS. 
4-8. In the examples of FIGS. 4-8, it is assumed that the 
systems implement at least two different radio technologies, 
Such as including cellular (e.g., 3G or higher) and a wireless 
network (e.g., WiFi or WiMax). Thus, the base stations in the 
examples of FIGS. 4-8 are referred to as access points, 
although it will be appreciated that base stations could be 
other types of devices. Additionally, while the examples of 
FIGS. 4-8 primarily describe the use of fingerprinting from 
the client side, the techniques described herein apply equally 
as well to the network side (e.g., 802.11 Access Points). 
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8 
FIG. 4 depicts an example of a wireless network 300 asso 

ciated with a given area (e.g., a floor or building, a campus or 
other area)302. The wireless network 300 includes a plurality 
of access points AP1, AP2, AP3, AP4 and AP5 to provide 
coverage within or around the structure according a given 
radio technology (e.g., WiFi or WiMax). The area 302 can 
include one or more points of entry oregress, indicated at 304. 
306 and 308 through which mobile units may pass. It is 
associated with one or more of these points of entry or egress 
304,306 and 308 that respective roam Zones 310,312 and 314 
can be established. In particular, a mobility fingerprint for the 
point of egress 304, indicated at FP1, can be defined for each 
of the roam Zone 310 to facilitate handover according to an 
aspect of the invention. Mobility fingerprints. FP2 and FP3 
can also be determined for roam Zones 312 and 314, respec 
tively, associated with points of egress 306 and 308. 

In the example, of FIG. 4, FP1 can be defined as a function 
of RSSI vectors R11, R31 and R21. For example, R11 is the 
RSSI vector from AP1 to the roam Zone 310, R31 is the RSSI 
vector from AP3 to roam Zone 310, and R21 is the RSSI 
vector from AP2 to roam Zone 310. Similar mobility finger 
prints FP2 and FP3 can be established as including RSSI 
vectors for each of the other roam Zones 312 and 314, respec 
tively, as depicted in FIG. 4. Those skilled in the art will 
understand and appreciate various approaches that can be 
utilized to gather data for generating mobility fingerprints. 
For example, the fingerprint data gathering can be performed 
by fingerprint calibration data collection, adaptive fingerprint 
data collection, predicted fingerprint data collection or by any 
combination of two or more Such approaches. 

Forfingerprintcalibration data collection, the RSSI vectors 
can include raw data manually collected during calibration by 
circuitry of a mobile device that can operate according to the 
radio technology of the wireless network 300. The mobility 
fingerprint for a given roam Zone further may be calculated 
based on the raw collected data (e.g., RSSI measurements) as 
well as the additional information that can be gathered during 
calibration. For example, the calibration phase can also col 
lect transmit power of the detected APs, physical coordinates 
of the measurement locations, and the RSSI and identify of 
one or more cellular base stations that provide coverage in the 
area in which the roam Zones 310, 312 and 314 are located. 
The physical coordinates can be generated by the network 
300 or another system, such as a GPS. 
As an alternative to employing RSSI measurements to 

provide fingerprint data, the approach described herein Sup 
ports using path loss as a metric. The path loss from a given 
AP is independent of the transmit power, but requires that the 
transmit power of the AP be known. By knowing the transmit 
power of the AP, all triangulation calculations can be made by 
converting a received signal strength into a corresponding 
path loss value. 

There are several ways that the transmit power may be 
determined. For example, in a WLAN, tools of the WLAN 
management system may be accessed to obtain an indication 
of the transmit power. Where the mobile unit operates as a 
wireless client in WLAN, those skilled in the art will under 
stand that various services can interface with the WLAN 
management system to Support intra-network roaming as the 
mobile unit roams within the coverage area(s) Supported by 
the WLAN. For instance, a Roam Anywhere (RA) server 
running within the WLAN can Support Such roaming as well 
as be programmed to access a WLAN management system 
and gather data that describes the current transmit power 
settings of the APs. Additionally, any Subsequent changes in 
power can be detected by the RA server for providing an 
updated indication of the transmit power. With this transmit 
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power data any signal measurement from the client may be 
easily converted into a path loss. One example of a WLAN 
management system that could provide such information is 
the Wireless LAN Solution Engine (WLSE) available from 
Cisco Systems, Inc. of San Jose, Calif. The WLSE provides a 
programmatic SOAPXML interface that would allow the RA 
Server (or other service) to access the desired transmit power 
information. 

Additionally or alternatively, there are various information 
elements in the 802.11 Beacon or probe response frames 
provided by an access point. These information elements can 
be evaluated to provide an indication of transmit power for an 
access point. For example, the Compatibility Extensions 
(CCX) program, which is available from Cisco Systems, Inc., 
provides elements that indicate the AP's current transmit 
power. Additionally, the IEEE is developing standards for 
doing the very same. These additions to the standard can be 
found in the current TGk draft. Those skilled in the art may 
understand and appreciate other methods that can be 
employed to provide an indication of transmit power for 
various types of wireless transmitters, which can be leveraged 
to determine path loss value. 

FIG. 5 demonstrates an example of some calibration data 
that may be gathered near roam Zone 310 for FP1 for the 
wireless network 300 shown and described in FIG. 4. As an 
example, several data points are gathered for a plurality of 
respective locations 320 adjacent the egress point 304, which 
may reside both inside and outside the area (e.g., building) 
302. This data represents the raw data collected by a mobile 
unit 322. Such as a reference data collection device, which can 
operates as a client within the wireless network 300. For 
example, a data collection device (e.g., a mobile unit) 322 can 
be positioned at each of the data collection locations 320 and 
a plurality of samples obtained for each point. This raw col 
lected data can be processed into a mobility fingerprint (e.g., 
FP1 of FIG. 4). 
By way of example, the mobility fingerprint calibration 

data may be collected and stored locally on the collection 
device and then transmitted to a management server (e.g., a 
roam anywhere (RA) server) for processing into a corre 
sponding mobility fingerprint. Alternatively, the collected 
data can be transmitted in real time to the roam anywhere 
(RA) server. As yet another alternative, a portion or all such 
processing may be performed locally by the data collection 
device. A strategic consideration is to not lose any of the 
collected data regardless of whether the device is connected 
to the wireless network 300, as such data can enhance the 
resulting mobility fingerprint. Another consideration during 
the gathering of the calibration data is to ensure the APs used 
for the fingerprint generation belong to the desired wireless 
network 300 and not a rogue or neighboring network. Using 
signals from other APs, such as rogues or neighboring APs, 
may result in inaccuracies. The filtering of extraneous APS 
and associated raw data can be done at any point, such as 
during the collection of the data or while the data is being 
processed for generating the mobility fingerprint. 

Fingerprint calibration data collection generally requires 
that an administrator or other person physically gather the 
data for the roaming Zones. However, it is possible that the 
administrator may not know where all the roaming Zones are 
in a given building. For example, there can be areas in the 
wireless network that are not exit points but do demonstrate 
weak or unusable wireless connectivity for communication 
purposes. In this case, without mobility fingerprint data for 
Such locations, the roaming algorithm would need to fallback 
to simple signal strength and quality mechanisms for roaming 
such as described herein. 
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10 
Adaptive fingerprint data collection provides a Substan 

tially automatic approach that can be utilized to gather fin 
gerprint data. Adaptive fingerprint collection is a mechanism 
where the mobile unit in the wireless network 300 derives 
fingerprint data as a result of its normal operation. In this 
situation the gathered data can be the same data that is gath 
ered during calibration, except that it is unlikely that the client 
will have physical coordinates. However, those skilled in the 
art will appreciate that approaches exist and may be devel 
oped in the future to enable an accurate determination of the 
mobile units location, Such as through new additions in the 
standards related to location. For example, in the IEEE, the 
TGV task group has defined mechanisms that allow a client to 
periodically generate its own location or receive its location 
from the WLAN. Additionally or alternative, other methods, 
such as GPS or assisted GPS techniques, can be employed to 
generate location information. 
Some of the methods that can be used to adaptively gather 

fingerprint data include Post RF failure scanning data exami 
nation (time based) and initial WLAN access scanning data 
examination. By way of example, when the mobile client is in 
an active session within a WLAN, such as a voice, call data 
will be collected for the purpose of searching for fingerprint 
match. Some amount of the past collected data (e.g., about 5 
to about 10 seconds worth of data) can be saved in memory of 
the mobile client during this time. When either a session 
failure occurs or a roam due to minimum signal strength 
occurs fee past data can be examined. It has been determined 
that the data collected within the last 5 to 10 seconds likely 
contains data that identifies the Zone where a handoffshould 
be initiated. The stored data can be transmitted to a roam 
anywhere (RA) server or other service for processing. Similar 
data can be collected by a plurality of mobile units operating 
in the wireless network, which data can be aggregated and 
processed to generate the mobility fingerprint for each iden 
tified roam Zone. Other techniques can be utilized to deter 
mine a common point of egress for a facility or building. For 
instance, data collected from multiple mobile devices can be 
examined to identify a common location where Such devices 
exhibit Substantially the same handover event according to a 
minimum signal strength criterion. The set of measurement 
data associated with the handover events can be utilized to 
define a mobility fingerprint for the common point of egress. 
This common set of measurements should exist for the mobile 
unit regardless of the direction of travel after exiting the 
building. 

Another method of collecting adaptive data is to examine 
scanning date collected by mobile units upon initial associa 
tion with a wireless network. By tracking the time when the 
wireless network first becomes visible to the wireless adapter 
of the mobile unit, it is possible to identify the mobility 
fingerprint at this location. It should be noted that the finger 
print data collection method may require Some amount of 
speculation as to where the client is at the time of this normal 
wireless event. To improve the accuracy of this approach, the 
data collected in connection with Such initial association by 
the mobile units can be collected over an extended period of 
time before using Such collected data to generate a corre 
sponding mobility fingerprint. For example, if the RA server 
can determine that several clients are seeing similar data at the 
same RF locations then the data can be deemed statistically 
significant and, therefore, processed into a mobility finger 
print for Such locations. 
The predicted fingerprint data collection approach lies 

somewhere in between the former two methods of calibration 
and adaptive fingerprint data collection. There are several 
tools available today mat can be used to predict WLAN cov 
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erage. Some examples of these tools include: the Wireless 
LAN Solution Engine (WLSE) available from Cisco Sys 
tems, Inc. of San Jose, Calif.; the Wireless LAN Control 
System (WLC) available from Cisco Systems, Inc.; the Sur 
veyor tool from AirMagnet, Inc. of Sunnyvale, Calif.; and the 
Wireless Valley software planning tool available from 
Motorola, Inc. 

For the predicted fingerprint data collection method, the 
RA server imports signal strength information from one or 
more tools that support WLAN coverage prediction. An 
administrator can then identify the targeted roaming Zones 
and the mobility fingerprint data would be generated for those 
identified locations. Once again the generated data can be 
Substantially same as mentioned above with respect to the 
calibration data collection method. For instance, a main por 
tion of the predicted data acquired from such tools is the 
expected RSSI to each AP For the particular example of the 
Surveyor tool from AirMagnet Inc., it is possible for the RA 
server to utilize the surveyed data directly. AirMagnet Sur 
veyor tool requires a user to walk around and collect data for 
the purpose of predicting coverage. This data is in the format 
of a file with measured RSSI and other information. It is 
possible that this file may be directly imported by the RA 
server or other processing device to generate fingerprint data 
for one or more roaming Zones. 

Regardless of the method or methods utilized to collect 
data, the collected data can be processed to generate a mobil 
ity fingerprint for each identified roaming Zone. Those skilled 
in the art will understand and appreciate various ways that the 
collected data can be used to generate fingerprint data. Refer 
ring back to FIG. 4, one approach is triangulation of a static 
fingerprint based on the collected data. Static Fingerprinting 
operates on the concept of defining one physical area by a 
range of signal strength values seen from multiple transmit 
ters. The size of the area can be defined by the overall allowed 
signal strength range from each of the transmitters. Static 
Fingerprint FP1 can be located by the evaluating of RSSI 
vectors R11, R21 and R31. It is possible to identify this 
specific location by finding the cross section of the signal 
received from each of the APs detected at the location. 

FIG. 6 demonstrates an example of how FP1 associated 
with the roam Zone 310 can be identified. In the example of 
FIG. 6. FP1 can be determined by finding the cross section 
where signal strength values R11, R21 and R31 intersect. It 
will be appreciated that, in practice, the signals from the 
radios will not radiate uniformly (due to antennas, reflections, 
walls, interference, etc.) as shown in the example of FIG. 6; 
however, the concept being applied can work in practical 
scenarios. 

By way of further example, Table 1 lists some example data 
that can be used to define FP1 for the roaming Zone 310 in the 
example of FIG. 6. In Table 1, the RSSI values are ordered in 
order from strongest to weakest, namely in descending order 
AP2, AP1 and AP3. One of the identifying factors of a static 
fingerprint can be the strength of the signal received from the 
APs. For example, the RSSI vector having the highest RSSI 
value can be considered a primary identifier for the fingerprint 
with the other RSSI vectors being secondary identifiers. The 
RSSIVariance in Table 1 indicates the allowed range of signal 
strength that defines the size of the roaming Zone310 for each 
AP. 
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TABLE 1 

AP BSSID RSSI RSSIWariance 

AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -52 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -73 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

As described above, a mobility fingerprint can be gener 
ated based on signal characteristics from signals transmitted 
according to more than one type of radio technology. Signal 
characteristics can include attributes or properties, such as 
can be measured or calculated from the received signal, infor 
mation carried by the signal as well a combination of 
attributes or properties and information. Thus, while it is 
possible to generate static fingerprints that include only signal 
generated in one type of radio technology (e.g., WiFi radio 
signals in a WLAN), static fingerprints can also include infor 
mation from other radio technologies. 
By way of example, FIG.7 expands on the static fingerprint 

FP1 to include information relating to signals from multiple 
radio technologies. In FIG.7, the communication system 300 
can also include one or more base stations 330, indicated at 
BS I through BS P, where P is a positive integer denoting the 
number of base stations with which a mobile unit may be able 
to connect at the roaming Zone310. The base stations 330, for 
example, can correspond to cellular base stations, satellites, 
two-radio routers and the like. For purpose of brevity, the base 
stations in FIG. 7 are assumed to be cellular base stations that 
provide cellular information. A given location is often cov 
ered by one or more cellular base station. 
The static fingerprint FP1 might be captured for predeter 

mined location 304 to that include both WiFi radio informa 
tion and cellular tower information. For the example of a 
global system for mobile (GSM) cellular network, the follow 
ing information may be captured: Mobile Country Code 
(MCC); Mobile Network Code (MNC); Location Area Code 
(LAC); Cell Id; and Received Signal Strength Indicator 
(RSSI). By way of further example, Table 2 demonstrates an 
example of data that can be measured in the predetermined 
location for generating a static fingerprint FP1 that includes 
both WiFi and cellular data. 

TABLE 2 

AP BSSID RSSI RSSIWariance 

AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -52 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -73 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

CELLID MCC MNC LAC RSSI 

1238S 310 38 6096 -65 dBm 
12379 310 38 6096 -82 dBm 

Another approach that can be employed to generate a 
mobility fingerprint relates to vector mobility fingerprinting. 
Vector mobility fingerprinting builds on the concept of the 
static fingerprint by combining several static fingerprints 
together. As a result, a vector fingerprint can provide an 
indication of direction of movement within a location. Since 
vector fingerprinting provides an additional movement com 
ponent, vector fingerprinting can operate as a discriminator to 
help reduce false fingerprint detections or missed detections. 
By way of example, FIG. 8 demonstrates an example of a 

vector fingerprint VFP1 that includes a combination of four 
static fingerprints FP1A, FP1B, FP1C and FP1D associated 
with the egress 304 of egress point 304 in the wireless net 
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work 300. Each static fingerprint may include signal charac 
teristics from the same set of APs (e.g., AP1, AP2 and AP3) or 
the static fingerprints can include one or more different APs. 
In addition to the signals from APs, signals from other radio 
technologies can also be utilized to form the static finger 
prints that combine to define the vector fingerprint VFP1, 
such as described herein. 

Table 3 lists an example of sample values that might be 
included in a vector fingerprint VFP1 of FIG.8. By evaluating 
the changing RSSI values it is possible to determine that the 
direction of motion is towards the roaming Zone. 

TABLE 3 

VFP AP BSSID RSSI RSSIWariance 

1 AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -50 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -72 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

2 AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -52 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -73 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

3 AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -54 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -74 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

4 AP2 OO:11:22:33:44:O2 -56 dBm 3 dB 
AP1 OO:11:22:33:44:O1 -75 dBm 3 dB 
AP3 OO:11:22:33:44:03 -82 dBm 4 dB 

There may be situations where certain mobility fingerprint 
methods can yield false positive results. A false positive result 
can occur when a roaming Zone is falsely detected Such that is 
causes an unwanted move from the current network to the 
next network. For example, a false positive result can be the 
result of inaccurate measurements, environmental changes 
affecting the measurements, or incomplete measurements. 
One way to mitigate false positives is to add one or more 
additional discriminators to the fingerprint detection algo 
rithm. As used herein, a discriminator corresponds to an addi 
tional condition or criteria having a value that can prevent a 
fingerprint from becoming a positive match. A discriminator 
thus can nullify an otherwise positive fingerprint match if the 
discriminator has a predetermined value (or is within a pre 
defined range of values). 
As one example, one or more exclusion areas can be cre 

ated to operate as discriminators. An exclusion area can be 
detected by examining the complete set of signals received in 
a measurement. If a signal is received front an AP that is not 
in the fingerprint set or has a signal strength that is signifi 
cantly different than what is expected for the fingerprint, then 
the area defined by the measurement can be considered 
excluded. Referring back to FIG. 6, an area or region 350 is 
shown that could cause a possible false positive match, Such 
as for the fingerprint FP1 associated with the egress 304. In 
this case, if scanning for a mobile unit within the network 300 
produces a measurement set that only includes valid signals 
for AP1, AP3 and AP4 then a false positive could occur. For 
this situation to occur, however, the fingerprint algorithm 
would need to be configured to support mobility fingerprint 
detection with partial matches. In this case, by evaluating the 
inclusion of the AP4 RSSI vector we can conclude that this is 
not a fingerprint match for FP1. Similar exclusion conditions 
can be established for other mobility fingerprints. As one 
example, data that defines exclusion areas can be provided 
with the fingerprint data in a fingerprint data set. 
As another example, ifa mobility fingerprint includes radio 

information from a different radio technology than the current 
connection (see, e.g., FIG. 7), it is possible to use the different 
radio technology information as a discriminator. Assuming a 
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14 
mobile unit is currently connected with a WiFi wireless net 
work 300, for example, cellular tower information, WiMax 
information, Bluetooth information, an RFID tag or another 
radio technology can operate (individually or collectively) as 
a discriminator. Once a match has been made using the WiFi 
radio information, for example, the cellular tower informa 
tion may be used to confirm the overall fingerprint match as 
being a valid match. 
By way of further example, the cellular tower information 

can be used as a discriminator in one or more ways. A radio 
tower can be detected by matching one or more radio tower 
identifiers, such as MCC, MNC, LAC, and/or Cell Id. The 
tower information can be detected as a discriminator if the 
measured RSSI matches the RSSI value defined by the mobil 
ity fingerprint. Additionally or alternatively, the tower infor 
mation might indicate that the measured RSSI is less than 
fingerprint RSSI or if the measured RSSI is stronger than 
fingerprint RSSI. It will be understood and appreciated that 
the particular application of the radio tower information may 
vary according to the fingerprint method being used. 

FIG. 9 depicts an example of a system 400 that can be 
utilized to detect a mobility fingerprint according to an aspect 
of the invention. The system 400 includes a fingerprint detec 
tor 402 that is programmed and/or configured to determine if 
a mobile unit resides within a predetermined roam Zone. The 
fingerprint detector 402 can be programmed with one or more 
fingerprint evaluation algorithms according to the type and 
content of the fingerprint data and based on where (what part 
of the system) the evaluation is performed. The mobility 
fingerprint detector 402 thus can determine a fingerprint 
match based on a set of one or more inputs 404 and a prede 
termined fingerprint data set 406 that includes fingerprint data 
408. This particular type of input 404 can vary depending 
upon the type of signals and the Sources of the signals that are 
utilized to generate the fingerprint data set 406. The finger 
print detector 402 processes the inputs at 404 and compares 
the processed results relative to the set offingerprint data 406. 
The fingerprint detector 402 can be implemented in a mobile 
unit (e.g., a wireless client), a network infrastructure (such as 
a server associated with cellular base station or an access 
point), or may be distributed across a mobile unit and net 
work. 

In the example of FIG.9, the set offingerprint data includes 
fingerprint data 408, indicated at FP 1 and FP i, where i is a 
positive integer (121) denoting the number of mobility fin 
gerprints represented by the fingerprint data set 406. As 
described herein, the fingerprint data set 406 can include 
fingerprint data 408 for a group of roam Zones as Such as may 
be associated with abounded area or other desired location or 
group of locations. The fingerprint data set 406 can be pro 
grammed by a fingerprint program signal indicated at 410. 
Depending upon the type of radio technology and the types of 
signals utilized to generate the fingerprint data 408, the fin 
gerprint data set may be fixed or it may be updated over time 
Such is based on the program signal 410. Additionally, the 
program signal 410 can be provided to modify the fingerprint 
data 408 in the fingerprint data set Such as to reflect changes 
in the roam Zone. The changes to roam Zone can include 
adding a new roam Zone, believing in an existing roam Zone 
or changing the fingerprint data associated with a given roam 
Zone. The fingerprint data 408 thus can be provided to the 
fingerprint detector 402 for performing and identifying 
mobility fingerprints. 
As described herein, the fingerprint detection system 400 

can be implemented in a mobile unit. Due to the size of many 
enterprise systems, it would not be acceptable to configure the 
data for all locations on the mobile unit—the amount of data 
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could prove to be excessive and possibly exhaust the memory 
on the device. Accordingly, roam Zones can be organized into 
manageable groups or sets. The mobility fingerprint data set 
406 associated with each roam Zone in a given group can be 
distributed to the mobile unit in the form of the fingerprint 
data set 406 as needed. 

For example, one possible grouping for enterprise custom 
ers is to segment the data into selected areas, such as campus, 
building, and floor. Each floor may contain multiple roam 
Zones, typically at the points of entry and exit of the building. 
In any grouping, means are required to identify which finger 
print data set the mobile unit currently needs. This means can 
be in the form of key data provided by the mobile unit to the 
network, which can be evaluated by corresponding execut 
able instructions. Alternatively, the key can be generated by 
the network based on a connection the mobile unit being 
connected to a particular portion or portions in the network. 
The type of key data can vary depending on the type of 
mobility fingerprints being employed. Examples of possible 
key data include Access Point BSSID, GSM Cell Id, and 
GSM Location Area Code (LAC) to name a few. Other iden 
tifiers or RF tags associated with a particular location can also 
be utilized as key data to identify a set offingerprint data that 
is needed for the mobile unit. 
As a further example, for an 802.11 wireless network, the 

key data can include the BSSID of one or more AP. In this 
case, the mobile unit can pass the BSSID of the AP to which 
it is currently connected to a higher level function (e.g., a 
mobility manager). The higher level function can cause the 
appropriate fingerprint data set to be loaded onto the mobile 
device based on the BSSID of the connected AP. As the 
mobile device moves from AP to AP it may receive a new data 
set based on the key data. If the data set has been segmented 
by floors, the mobile device can receive a new data set as it 
moves to each new floor in a building or possible as it moves 
to a new building. Those skilled in the art will understand and 
appreciate various ways to segment the data and correspond 
ing keys that can be employed to load the appropriate finger 
print data sets. 
As described herein, the one or more input 404 to the 

fingerprint detector 402 can include signal measurements by 
a device or devices implementing the system 400. By way of 
example, a measurement system 412 can receive one or more 
signals from a transceiver or from a plurality of different 
transceivers or receivers to provide measurements or other 
signal characteristics of the one or more received signals. For 
instance, the measurements may include a received signal 
strength (RSSI) measurements from a detected base station as 
well (e.g., on AP or a cell tower) as information identifying 
the detected base station. The base station can include an 
access point, such as for WiFi and WiMax wireless network as 
well as a cellular base station, for example, a data extractor 
414 can be programmed and/or configured to extract prede 
termined data from a data signal 416. 

The data signal 416 can be received over a wireless com 
munication link after appropriate preprocessing and removal 
of the physical layer. For example, the data extractor 414 can 
extract predetermined information elements from the media 
access control (MAC) layer of an associated protocol stack 
over which information is being communicated. The infor 
mation elements, for example, can include the transmit power 
associated with the detected base station (e.g., access point). 
The input 404 can also include physical location coordinates 
for where the measurements are taken. Those skilled in the art 
will understand and appreciate that the input 404 to the fin 
gerprint detector 402 can include a variety of other informa 
tion derived from one or more signals that can be received by 
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or transmitted from a mobile unit. Examples of such other 
signals include GPS information, beacon signals (e.g., from a 
Bluetooth beacon located adjacent or at the roam Zone) as 
well as other signal transmitters and transceivers that may be 
operating within the multimode wireless communication sys 
tem. 

The fingerprint detector 402 can include a preprocessing 
block 420 that is programmed and/or configured to imple 
ment preprocessing on the input 404. The preprocessing 420 
can include filtering or extraction of extraneous data from the 
input 404 to enable appropriate processing of the relevant 
input data. For example, the preprocessing 420 can arrange 
the input data into an appropriate format (e.g., array, table, 
linked lists, or other data structures) to facilitate processing 
thereof. 
When measurements are taken for the purpose of finger 

print evaluation it may be necessary to Scale the measure 
ments. The preprocessed data thus can be provided to a seal 
ing component 422. The scaling component 422 can perform 
appropriate Scaling to eliminate (or reduce) variations in the 
hardware and software used to make the measurements. That 
is, the Scaling component 422 can scale signal characteristics 
or parameters from a scan set to be consistent with signal 
characteristics defined by the mobility fingerprint data. For 
instance, the use of a path loss for measurements can corre 
spond to one type of Scaling, to help eliminate the absolute 
value problem that can arise from RSSI measurements. How 
ever, the use of path loss does not solve receiver and trans 
mitter gain differences that may also be present. For example, 
it is likely that two different mobile units from two different 
manufacturers have antennas with different receiver gain 
characteristics. There are many other factors as well that can 
cause a skewing of the signal strength measurements. For the 
purpose offingerprint evaluation described herein, it may be 
assumed that the transmissions from the APs remain consis 
tent but that the mobile units receiver gain may vary. This 
assumption allows for the possibility to Scale the measure 
ments such that proportionally the data 208 from the finger 
print data set 406 can match the data from the SCANSet if 
they are proportionally equal. 
As one example, the Scaling component 422 may imple 

ment a Sum Scaling algorithm that works on the principle of 
converting each individual AP measurement into a weighted 
proportion of Sum of all measurements. The Scaling compo 
nent can scale both the fingerprint RSS values and the mea 
sured RSS values so that they are evaluated to be a propor 
tional match rather than an absolute match. The scaling 
component 422 thus can apply weighting to the Scanned RSS 
values corresponding to the inverse of the scaled measured 
received signal strength. For instance, the scaling component 
422 can scale each scanned RSS value (S RSSi) in the 
SCANset to provide a Scaled S RSS(i) as follows: 

Scaled S RSS(i)=S RSSi/XS RSSm Eq. 1 

where m=1 ... j. 
For the fingerprint RSS values found in the FPset can be 
scaled according to: 

Scaled FP RSS(i)=FP RSSi/XFP RSSm Eq. 2 

where m=1 . . . . 
It will be appreciated that the scaling should only be applied 
to the set of APs that are included in both the SCANset and the 
fingerprint data set 406. 
The scaling component 422 may also utilize a strongest AP 

Scaling algorithm to Scale the measured data provided by the 
measurements system 412. The strongest AP Scaling algo 
rithm assumes that when any measurement scanning takes 
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place, the resulting SCANset is a match to the fingerprint data 
208 that is under evaluation. If the SCANset is a match, the 
strongest AP in the SCANset would also be a match. All other 
RSSI values in the SCANset can be scaled, by the difference 
of the strongest RSSI value in the SCANset and the corre- 5 
sponding RSSI value in the FPset. For example, the scaling 
component can determine a scale value to apply as follows: 

Scale Value=S APm-FP APn Eq. 3 

where: APm is the strongest AP in SCANset, and 10 
FP APn is the corresponding RSSI value from the 

FPSet. 
From Eq. 3, it follows that the Scaling component 422 can 
scale each S RSS(i) value, such as follows: 

Scaled S RSS(i)=S RSS(i)+Scale Value Eq. 4 15 

As further example, the Scaling component 422 can also 
determine a scaling value for each device by measuring a 
constant source and taking the difference between a reference 
device and the test device. For instance, the fingerprint data 20 
set 406 can be generated when signals (defining a mobility 
fingerprint) are sampled at the roam Zone by a given reference 
device having particular operating parameters. The mobile 
unit moving within the system or enterprise may be a different 
type of device than the reference device, such that certain 25 
parameters of the input 404 to the fingerprint detector 402 
may require device Scaling. For example, the Scaling value for 
a given Scanning device (or mobile unit) can be expressed as 
follows: 

30 
Scale Value-RSSI-RSSIs Eq. 5 

where: RSSI is the measurement with the reference 
device, and 
RSSIs is the same measurement for the test device 

(mobile unit) 35 
From Eq. 5, the scaled value of the scanned RSSI value 
(S RSSI(i)) can be represented as follows: 

Sealed S RSS(i)=S RSS(i)+Scale Value. Eq. 6 

In this approach, each Supported device may either be con- 40 
figured with its measured scale value to be delivered with the 
fingerprint data 408. 

Those skilled in the art will understand and appreciate 
other algorithms that may be utilized to perform Scaling of 
measured parameters based on the teachings contained 45 
herein. Additionally or alternatively, Scaling can be per 
formed at the measurement system 412. Since fingerprint data 
can be associated with different roam Zones, different Scaling 
may be applied for different groups of the fingerprint data. 
The Scaling component 422 provides the scaled input data to 50 
an evaluator 424. 
The evaluator 424 is programmed and/or configured to 

determine if the mobility fingerprint defined by the input data 
at 404 substantially matches any of the fingerprint data 408. 
As used herein, the term “substantially' is intended to include 55 
minor variations or deviations in the associated term that is 
being modified, such as within a determinable variance. The 
evaluator 424 employs an evaluation algorithm that compares 
the instantaneous sampled data from inputs at 404 relative to 
the fingerprint data 408. The evaluation algorithm performed 60 
by the evaluator 424 can be implemented as logic on the 
mobile unit, logic in the network or as a combination of logic 
on the mobile unit and the network. Such logic further can be 
provided in the form of hardware (e.g., field programmable 
gate array (FPGA) or other logic structure), Software (e.g., 65 
executable instructions stored in memory or running on a 
processor) or as a combination of hardware and Software. The 
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algorithm that is utilized can vary significantly depending on 
the data that was available at the time of generating the mobil 
ity fingerprint data 408. For example, different algorithms 
would likely be needed depending on whether the fingerprint 
information available is only data with respect to the roaming 
Zones or whether the data covers the entire coverage area. 
This is because having a complete coverage data set allows 
the possibility to more accurately define the probability that a 
given roaming Zone is detected against the total coverage area 
available. 
The evaluator 424 can also include a calculator 428 pro 

grammed to calculate fingerprint parameters based on the 
input received at 404. The calculator 428 can be programmed 
with one or more algorithms 429 to compute the values con 
sistent with the fingerprint data collection approached uti 
lized to gather the fingerprint data 408. Examples of the types 
of algorithms that can be employed by the evaluator 424 and 
the calculator 428 are described below with respect to certain 
example embodiments. The calculator 428 can calculate fin 
gerprint data for each of the signals provided with the input 
404 or to a selected Subset of the input signals corresponding 
to the input 404. For instance, a selected subset of a portion of 
the plurality of received signals can be identified based on the 
received signal strength (RSSI value) exceeding the thresh 
old. The RSSI value, for instance can also be calculated by the 
calculator 428 to an appropriate Scale (e.g., dBm, a predefined 
scale of 1 to 100 or the like). 
Those skilled in the art wilt understand and appreciate 

various types of algorithms 429 that can be performed by the 
calculator 428 for use in evaluating the mobility fingerprint 
for a given mobile unit. The calculator 428 can perform 
calculations as a function of the signal values that may be 
calculated as well as the signal values defined by the finger 
print data 408. The comparator 430 can compare the calcu 
lated results relative to a threshold to determine if a match 
exists. The threshold, for example, may correspond to a his 
togram of fingerprint data or statistical methods may be 
employed to determine the likelihood of a match. The results 
of the evaluation are provided to a handoff trigger generator 
432 that is configured to generate a trigger signal at 434 if the 
results of the evaluation indicate that the mobility fingerprints 
of the mobile unit matches the mobility fingerprint defined by 
any of the fingerprint data 408. 
The evaluator 424 may also employ one or more discrimi 

nators 436 that can be utilized as part of the fingerprint data to 
help confirm the occurrence of a positive match between 
fingerprint data 408 and the inputs 404. For example, suitable 
discriminators 436 may include the RSSI for a given cell 
power, location information (e.g., location within a network 
or a global position), receiving a signal from a beacon or the 
strongest access point corresponding to the primary identifier 
to which the mobile unit has connected. These and other 
discriminators thus can be aggregated with the results of the 
calculator 428 to mitigate the likelihood of false positive 
matches. 
The following example describes an approach where the 

fingerprint detector 402 is implemented on a mobile unit (e.g., 
a wireless client) when only the data for the roaming Zones are 
available for a wireless network. In Such an approach, the 
evaluator 424 requires an evaluation algorithm that can pro 
vide a metric to maximize accurate roam Zone detection and 
minimize false positives. In this example, it is further 
assumed in the fingerprint data set 406 that nothing is known 
about the overall coverage area other than the number of APs 
in a given fingerprint data set and the corresponding RSS1. 
Because of the lack of a complete data set for the entire 
coverage area, the approach that will be described is a deter 
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ministic approach to evaluate against the Small set of roaming 
Zone fingerprint locations. Other fingerprint evaluation 
schemes may be utilized, such as a probabilistic approach 
(e.g., employing Bayes theorem) where the probability of 
being at the fingerprint location is evaluated. Additional dis 
criminators may also be applied to help reduce the occurrence 
of false positive matches. 

In order to accommodate the application of the determin 
istic evaluation to identify the potential match, plus the pen 
alty of discriminators, the overall detection algorithm per 
formed by the evaluator 424 can use a standard constraint 
handling technique of evaluating both the feasible Solution 
and an infeasible solution. 

Match=eval ft)+eval i() Eq. 7 

where: eval fis the evaluation of the feasible solution, and 
eval i() is the evaluation of the infeasible solution. 

The basic algorithm operates on a fingerprint data set 406 that 
defines the possible roaming Zones generally in range of the 
clients current location. This set of fingerprint data set 406 
can be represented as follows: 

FPset=(FP1FP2,...FPn) Eq. 8 

where n is the total number of entries of fingerprint data 
408 in the data set 406, and 
FPi is the i' fingerprint data entry. 

Each fingerprint data 408 has a specific fingerprint type, 
such as described herein. For the example of a fingerprint for 
a wireless network, fingerprint data 408 minimally contains a 
list of detected APS and corresponding received signal 
strength values, such, as follows: 

RSS2), ... (FP APk., FP RSSk)) Eq. 9 

where k is the total number of detected APs for a given 
entry offingerprint data 408. 

For example, when the wireless client is in a state where 
roaming might be needed (e.g., during an active communica 
tion, Such as a voice call), the wireless adapter can perform a 
periodic scan to generate an instantaneous nearest neighbor 
list. This instantaneous neighbor list (SCANset) can contain a 
list of detected APS and corresponding received signal 
strength (RSS) values, such as can be represented as follows: 

SCANset=(S, AP1S RSS1),(S AP2S 
RSS2), ... (S APiS RSSi)) Eq. 10 

where: j is the total number of detected APs for the instan 
taneous Scan, 
S APi is a single AP in the scan list, and 
S RSSi is the corresponding measured receive signal 

strength. 
These two sets of data, FPset and SCANset, can define the 
primary inputs 404 provided to the fingerprint detector 402 
and employed by the various algorithms to decide whether to 
trigger a handoff, for example, from the WiFi network to the 
cellular network (or vice versa). Two general classes of fin 
gerprint detection algorithms include an effort to identify a 
well bounded area, Such as an area Supported by a wireless 
network. The output of this type of algorithm thus can be used 
as an indication that a mobile unit is currently located in that 
well bounded region. Another class of algorithm seeks to 
identify a boundary region. The output of this second type of 
algorithm can be used as an indication that a mobile unit is 
Somewhere outside the boundary region (i.e. a much larger 
area). The boundary can correspond to a physical boundary or 
an RF boundary (e.g., based on signal strength for one or 
more signal, quality of connection and the like). 
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A distance vector algorithm is one example of an algorithm 

that can be implemented for the first category of fingerprint 
detection algorithm. The evaluator 424 can implement a dis 
tance vector algorithm to identify a well bounded area in the 
network, Such as by the calculator 428 computing the Sum of 
the differences of the distance from each AP during the 
instantaneous scan and the distance from each AP in the 
fingerprint. The comparator 430 can then compare the Sum 
against an acceptable total allowed difference. 

For the feasible solution component of Eq. 7, the calculator 
428 can employ a weighted nearest neighbor algorithm to 
determine if any fingerprint matches exist. The nearest neigh 
bor can be determined by calculating an appropriate distance 
metric, such as a Manhattan distance calculation, an Euclid 
ean distance calculation, or a Chebyshev distance calculation 
to name a few. The overall distance calculation can be scaled 
to accommodate the variation in antenna gain for each mobile 
client in the network. 
A feasible solution using the weighted nearest neighbor 

method exists only if the number of neighbors is three or 
greater. When the number of neighbors is less than three then 
the minimum signal strength method should be used. For 
instance, the calculator 428 can evaluate the minimum signal 
strength for the feasible solution, such as follows: 

Eval f( )=|X(1/S RSSi)(LS RSSi-FP RSSi () Eq. 11 

For a valid feasible solution to exist, the result of Eq. 11 
should be less than the worst case allowed differential from 
the fingerprint data. If it is not less than the worst case situa 
tion, then the Eval f() value is infinite and, therefore, cannot 
produce a match. The worst case allowed differential can be 
calculated by the calculator 428 as follows: 

X(1/FP RSSi)(oi) Eq. 12 

where Oi is the allowed RSSI variance for the ith AP 
It will be appreciated that the RSS values in both Eqs. 11 and 
12 can be scaled values, such as described herein. 
The infeasible solution evaluation from Eq. 7 can be uti 

lized to incorporate Some of the possible discriminators pre 
viously described. As described herein, the discriminators 
help reduce any false positives that may occur, Such as by 
confirming the validity of the match provided by the feasible 
solution. A variety of factors can be considered as part of the 
infeasible solution evaluation. By way of example, the infea 
sible solution can evaluate missing APs in the instantaneous 
scan AP list and APs with high RSS in the instantaneous scan 
AP list that are not part of the fingerprint. The presence of 
other discriminators can also form part of the infeasible solu 
tion. 
As yet another example, the evaluator 424 can employ a 

distance vector individual algorithm that is capable of iden 
tifying a bounded area. Rather than examining the Sum of the 
differences, as in the preceding example, this algorithm com 
pares the distance from each AP from the instantaneous scan 
and the distance from each AP in the fingerprint on an AP per 
AP basis. AP comparisons that are a match contribute to the 
feasible part of the evaluation while AP comparisons that do 
not match contribute to the infeasible part of the evaluation. 
For instance, the calculator 428 can employ an evaluation 
algorithm 429 that can be represented as follows: 

Eval=Eval ft)-Eval i() Eq. 13 

In this case, the resulting evaluation produces a sum of 
matches from the feasible solution minus mismatches from 
the infeasible solution. The comparator 430 can compare the 
Eval value against the total number of APs in the FPset to 
determine ifa Valid match exists. The percentage of matching 
APs is a configurable value. 



US 8,140,079 B2 
21 

By way of example, for the feasible solution component of 
Eq. 13, the calculator 428 can compute a difference of RSS 
values is compared against the allowed variance. This com 
putation can be represented as follows: 

where: S RSSm is the scanned RSS value for a given AP, 
FP RSSn is the RSS value from the fingerprint data 208, 
and 

On is the allowed variance for the RSS value associated 
with the given AP. 

The result of Eq. 14 thus corresponds to a total count of 
SCANset measurement vectors that are within the allowed 
variance of the corresponding RSS value in the FPset. The 
RSS values can be scaled values. 

For the infeasible solution component of Eq. 13, the cal 
culator 428 can compute a difference of RSS values that is 
compared against the allowed variance. This computation can 
be represented as follows: 

Eval f( )=Xcount(LS RSSm-FP RSSn|>on) Eq. 15 

The result of Eq. 15 is the total count of SCANset measure 
ment vectors that are outside the allowed variance of the 
corresponding RSS value in the FPset. Note that the RSS 
values in Eq. 15 can be scaled. Additionally, the allowed 
variance for Eqs. 14 and 15 may be the same or different 
variance values may be utilized for the feasible and infeasible 
Solutions. 
As yet a further example, the evaluator 424 can employ an 

algorithm 429 that is referred to as the strongest AP set algo 
rithm. The strongest AP set algorithm falls into the category 
of algorithms that are capable of determining if a mobile unit 
is outside of a boundary region. The primary principle of this 
algorithm is that some portion of the AP's measured during 
the neighbor scan has a measured RSS that is less than the 
corresponding RSS value in the fingerprint data set 406. This 
general AP comparison is also governed by the strongest AP 
in the SCANset which must meet the criteria above. The 
evaluation algorithm can have the form of Eq. 13. In this case, 
the calculator 428 is programmed to produce a Sum of 
matches (forming the feasible solution) minus mismatches 
(forming the infeasible solution). The comparator 430 then 
compares the Eval value against the total number of APs in the 
fingerprint data set 406 to determine if a valid match exists. 
The percentage of matching APs can be a configurable value. 
By way of example, for the feasible solution component of 

Eq. 13, the algorithm 429 of the calculator 428 computes the 
Eval f() value as a function of the SCANset RSS values and 
the RSS values in the fingerprint data set 406. This evaluation 
can be expressed as follows: 

Eval f( )=Xcount(S RSSm{FP RSSn) Eq. 16 

The result of Eq. 16 is the total count of SCANset measure 
ment vectors that are less than the corresponding RSS value in 
the fingerprint data set 406. 
By way of further example, the calculator 428 can deter 

mine the infeasible solution component of Eq. 13 by evalu 
ating the SCANset RSS values relative to the FPset RSS 
values. This comparison can be represented as follows: 

Eval f( )=Xcount(S RSSm2FP RSSn) Eq. 17 

The result of Eq. 17 is an infeasible solution that represents 
the total count of SCANset measurement vectors that are 
greater than or equal to the RSS value in the FPset. It will be 
appreciated that the RSS values in Eqs. 16 and 17 can be 
scaled. The calculator 428 can compute the results of Eq. 13 
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as the difference between the count values produced by Eqs. 
16 and 17 to identify whether a valid fingerprint match exists. 
Yet another algorithm that can be implemented to detect (or 

enhance detection of) a mobility fingerprint is a strong cell 
weak AP algorithm. The strong cell weak AP algorithm oper 
ates on the principal that at many roam Zone locations the 
cellular radio signal becomes stronger while the AP signal 
becomes weaker. For example, this set of conditions can often 
be detected initially at the entrance and exit points of a build 
ing. FIG. 10 shows a plot, indicated at 450, of cellular signal 
strength and WiFi signal strength for data gathered for a 
typical enterprise building in which a WiFi wireless network 
is implemented. In FIG. 10, the diamonds represent measure 
ments taken inside the building and squares represent mea 
surements taken outside the building. This plot 450 demon 
strates a distinct change in the relative signal strengths when 
inside the building versus when outside the building. One of 
the benefits of this algorithm is that no WiFi scanning of 
neighboring AP's is required since the WiFi evaluation only 
requires monitoring the connected AP for the mobile unit. For 
this algorithm, the connected AP RSSI and registered cellular 
tower RSSI is tracked against the values found in the static 
fingerprint with cellular tower information. The calculator 
428 thus may evaluate the relative signal strengths as part of 
feasible solution Eval f() that can be represented as follows: 

Eval ft)=(conAP RSS.<FP RSS)&&(regCell 
RSSSFP Cell RSS) 

where: conAP RSS is the RSS value for the connected AP, 
regCell RSS is the RSS value for the cellular station to 
which the client is connected, and 

FP Cell RSS is the RSS value defined by the fingerprint 
data 208 

It will be appreciated that the RSS values can be scaled 
values. 

Since certain fingerprint detection algorithms may require 
a scan of neighboring base stations, the fingerprint evaluator 
424 can include a prequalification block 426. The prequalifi 
cation block 426 can include logic programmed to help 
reduce the amount of time the fingerprint detection algorithm 
requires for Scanning. The prequalification block 426 can 
operate to determine if an expected received signal is absent 
from the mobility fingerprint for the fingerprint data 408. 
Fingerprint prequalification can leverage the fact that there is 
very little penalty for monitoring the RSSI of the currently 
connected AP or other base station. For example, if a mobile 
unit is connected to a given AP in a wireless network and the 
connected AP is not part of any fingerprint, such that there is 
no possibility of match between the input 404 and the finger 
print data 408, the fingerprint detector has no need to require 
scanning of the neighboring base stations. If all fingerprints 
show there is no possibility of a match, then there is no need 
to perform any scan. As a result of the prequalification 426. 
undesirable scanning that may cause a temporary disruption 
and an overall lower throughput in the detection process can 
be mitigated. 

Additionally, or as an alternative, the prequalification 
block 426 can perform prequalification based on signal char 
acteristics of one or more other received signal or on any 
combination of signals. In the event that the prequalification 
block 426 detects that a match may exist, the fingerprint 
defector 402 can cause the measurement system 412 or other 
associated circuitry to initiate appropriate Scanning so that 
appropriate signals can be acquired for performing finger 
print detection. The fingerprint defector 402 can provide a 
control signal to the measurement system 412 directly or it 
can be provided to higher level control functions to enable the 

Eq. 18 
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scanning. The prequalification block 426 may also be utilized 
to reduce the subset offingerprint data such that, if there is no 
possibility of a match with a given fingerprint, additional 
calculations are not performed. Thus, the prequalification 
block 426 can help reduce the time and amount of processing 
required to evaluate mobility fingerprint for a mobile device. 

Prequalification can vary depending on the particular fin 
gerprint detection algorithm used. For example, Some finger 
print detection algorithms, such as distance vector individual 
algorithm, can prequalify by testing if the connected APS 
RSSI is substantially equal to the corresponding RSSI in the 
fingerprint data 408. Other fingerprint detection algorithms, 
Such as the strongest AP set may prequalify by testing if the 
connected AP's RSSI is less than the corresponding RSSI in 
the fingerprint. 

Mobility fingerprinting provides a mechanism that enables 
a communication session (e.g., a Voice call using VoIP) to be 
kept on a first wireless technology (e.g., WLAN) until the 
mobile unit enters a roaming Zone defined by predetermined 
fingerprint data. There may be times where the system does 
not detect that the mobile unit resides in the roaming Zone, but 
none-the-less has entered an area where a handoff to a second 
radio technology (e.g., cellular) is required. For this case, the 
use of minimum signal strength can be employed in conjunc 
tion with mobility fingerprinting to ensure a handoff to cel 
lular (or other radio technology) occurs. Depending on the 
time it takes to setup the cellular call relative the minimum 
signal level it is possible that the user may detect a short audio 
disconnection. The hope is that mobility fingerprinting pro 
vides the trigger for the majority of the roams so that tins 
situation can be avoided, however. 
The concept of minimum signal strength is that at any given 

time the client must maintain a minimum level of signal to 
keep the voice call operating on the WLAN. If a client detects 
signal strength below the minimum level then it should tran 
sition to another available radio technology. Two methods of 
handling minimum signal strength can include a system wide 
minimum signal strength and an AP specific minimum signal 
strength. 
By way of example, a worst case situation would be to 

apply system wide minimum signal strength criteria. Most 
voice enabled WLANs are configured to assure a minimum 
signal strength value in order to reliably provide a high level 
of service that is usually required to support a voice call. For 
instance, the minimum value is in the range of -65 dBm to 
-75 dBm for 802.11b/g networks. A catch-all solution would 
be to provide a system level setting slightly less than this 
range to trigger roaming. This system level value can be 
distributed to the mobile units (e.g., wireless clients) con 
nected to the RA server. The drawback to this approach is that 
the client may roam to cellular (or other Supported radio 
technology) more often than is needed. Alternatively, it is 
possible that the client may not roam to cellular when it 
should. An example of this is when the wireless coverage 
leaks far outside of the desired coverage area, which is very 
common in today's networks. 
An alternative solution to the system wide setting is to 

employ AP specific minimum values. By evaluating the data 
collected for mobility fingerprinting it is possible to deter 
mine what the minimum signal value would be for all the APs 
near roaming Zones. The RAClient can use the roaming data 
to track the minimum value for each AP in which it is com 
municating and apply that criteria if fingerprinting missed a 
roaming transition. 

In view of the structural and functional features described 
above, certain methods will be better appreciated with refer 
ence to FIG. 11. It is to be understood and appreciated that the 
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illustrated actions, in other embodiments, may occur in dif 
ferent orders or concurrently with other actions. Moreover, 
not all features illustrated in FIG. 11 may be required to 
implement a method according to the Subject invention. It is 
to be further understood that the following methodology can 
be implemented in hardware (e.g., one or more processors, 
Such as in a computer or a processor based device), Software 
(e.g., stored in a computer readable medium or as executable 
instructions running on one or more processors), or as a 
combination of hardware and software. 

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram depicting an example method 
500 that can be employed to trigger a handover event accord 
ing to an aspect of the invention. The method can be imple 
mented by a mobile unit, by a network infrastructure or a 
combination thereof. The method begins at 502 in which a 
fingerprint data is provided. The fingerprint data defines at 
least one mobility fingerprint. Such as can be generated from 
one or more signals associated with a predetermined roam 
Zone where the handover event may need to occur. Each 
mobility fingerprint can be generated based on signals col 
lected during a fingerprint gathering phase. Such as described 
herein. The signals used to generate the mobility fingerprint 
can originate from different signal sources, which further 
may be different types of radio technologies. 
At 504, after optional prequalification (e.g., described 

herein), Scanning is performed to acquire a set of scan data. 
The scan data can include signal characteristics for any num 
ber of one or more signals, such as described herein. The set 
of scan data can be processed by a fingerprint evaluation 
algorithm, which processing can be performed by the mobile 
unit, by the network to which the mobile unit is connected or 
by a combination thereof. For example, at 506, the scan data 
is evaluated to determine whether the scan data substantially 
matches a mobility fingerprint defined by the fingerprint data. 
The evaluation at 506 can include evaluation of a feasible 
Solution and an infeasible solution, such as described herein. 
A match indicates that a mobile unit resides within a prede 
termined roam Zone. 

If the evaluation at 506 indicates a match, at 508, a trigger 
signal can be generated to indicate a handover event from a 
first radio technology to a second radio technology may need 
to occur. That is, the trigger signal can be generated based on 
determining the set of scan data Substantially matches a 
mobility fingerprint defined by the fingerprint data. At 510, a 
handover event for the mobile unit from the first radio tech 
nology to the second radio technology can be initiated in 
response to the trigger signal being generated at 508. The 
determination of whether to actually perform the handover 
event can be performed by higher level functions such as 
described herein. 

In view of the foregoing, those skilled in the art will appre 
ciate that systems and methods have been described to pro 
vide means for reliably determining when to switch between 
radio technologies for a mobile device. Various examples 
have been described that can be utilized to determine whether 
the device resides in a predetermined location or Zone to help 
determine whether to trigger handoff to a new radio technol 
ogy. Thus, the systems and methods described herein provide 
an efficient approach that can form part of an enterprise 
mobility solution. 
What have been described above are examples and 

embodiments of the invention. It is, of course, not possible to 
describe every conceivable combination of components or 
methodologies for purposes of describing the invention, but 
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that many further 
combinations and permutations of the present invention are 
possible. For example, while many examples and algorithms 
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have been described with respect to triggering handover from 
a WLAN to a cellular network, those skilled in the art will 
understand that the approaches described herein are equally 
applicable to handover between any radio technologies. 
Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all Such 
alterations, modifications and variations that fall within the 
Scope of the appended claims. In the claims, unless otherwise 
indicated, the article 'a' is to refer to “one or more than one.” 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method to facilitate handover, comprising: 
storing mobility fingerprint data in memory, the mobility 

fingerprint data representing signal characteristics asso 
ciated with, at least one predetermined handover Zone 
where a handover event from a first radio technology to 
a second radio technology may need to occur, the second 
radio technology being different from the first radio 
technology, where the at least one predetermined Zone 
resides within a region of space that is a proper Subset of 
an overlap in coverage areas of the first and second radio 
technologies; 

detecting that a mobile unit resides within the at least one 
predetermined Zone based on comparing signal charac 
teristics relative to the mobility fingerprint data; 

in response to detecting the mobile unit resides in the 
predetermined Zone, determining whether to perform 
the handover event; and 

initiating the handover event in response to determining to 
perform the handover event. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating a 
trigger signal in response to the detecting that the mobile unit 
resides within the at least one predetermined Zone. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein initiating the handover 
event comprises initiating the handover event for the mobile 
unit from the first radio technology to the second radio tech 
nology in response to the trigger signal being generated. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting that the 
mobile unit resides within the at least one predetermined Zone 
is performed by the mobile unit. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting that the 
mobile unit resides within the at least one predetermined Zone 
is performed by a radio system to which the mobile unit is 
currently connected according to the first radio technology. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising storing the 
mobility fingerprint data in memory of the radio system, the 
stored fingerprint data representing at least one mobility fin 
gerprint that defines the at least one predetermined Zone 
where the handover event may need to occur, the radio system 
executing instructions to evaluate the mobility fingerprint 
data relative to a set of received signals to ascertain whetherto 
trigger a handover event for the mobile unit. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising defining at 
least one mobility fingerprint from at least one wireless signal 
associated with the at least one predetermined Zone where the 
handover event may need to occur. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the at least one mobility 
fingerprint comprises a set of signals originating from differ 
ent signal Sources. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the different signal 
Sources further comprise more than one type of radio tech 
nology. 

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising storing 
fingerprint data in memory representing signal characteristics 
corresponding to the at least one mobility fingerprint. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the fingerprint data 
further comprises a primary identifier and at least one sec 
ondary identifier, the method further comprising allocating a 
greater weight to the primary identifier than to the at least one 
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secondary identifier in evaluating whether the mobile unit 
resides within the at least one predetermined Zone. 

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising loading a 
fingerprint data set into memory of the mobile unit for a given 
area in response to detecting the mobile unit is located within 
a boundary for the given area, the fingerprint data set com 
prising the fingerprint data that defines the at least one pre 
determined Zone where the handover may need to occur for 
the given area. 

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising specifying 
key data to enable an identification of a group of a plurality of 
predetermined roam, Zones associated with the given area, the 
key data being transmitted from the mobile unit and causing 
a predetermined fingerprint data set to be downloaded into the 
memory of the mobile unit for the given area. 

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising prequali 
fying the detecting by disabling at least a portion of a signal 
scan if at least one wireless signal does not result in a match 
with the fingerprint data and enabling at least a portion of the 
signal scan in response to detecting that the at least one 
wireless signal is Substantially absent from representation by 
the fingerprint data. 

15. The method of claim 10, wherein the signal character 
istics further comprise path loss associated with at least one 
wireless signal transmitted within a wireless network with 
which the mobile unit is connected, the detecting further 
comprising evaluating path loss from a signal scan relative to 
the path loss represented by the fingerprint data to determine 
if the mobile unit resides within the at least one predetermined 
ZO. 

16. The method of claim 10, wherein the signal character 
istics further comprise measured signal strength associated 
with at least one wireless signal transmitted within a wireless 
network with which the mobile unit is connected, the detect 
ing further comprising evaluating the measured signal 
strength from a signal scan relative to the signal strength 
represented by the fingerprint data to determine if a handover 
event should be triggered for the mobile unit. 

17. The method of claim 7, further comprising gathering 
measurement data associated with the at least one predeter 
mined Zone to define the mobility fingerprint. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the gathering of the 
measurement data further comprises manually positioning a 
test device within the at least one predetermined Zone to 
acquire a plurality of sample measurements from the at least 
one wireless signal, the mobility fingerprint for each prede 
termined Zone being generated based on the plurality of 
sample measurements acquired for each respective predeter 
mined Zone. 

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the gathering of the 
measurement data further comprises adaptively collecting a 
set of measurement data from each of a plurality of mobile 
units operating near the at least one predetermined Zone, the 
mobility fingerprint for each predetermined Zone being gen 
erated based on the plurality of sample measurements 
acquired for each respective predetermined Zone. 

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the gathering of the 
measurement data further comprises: 

importing a set of predetermined measurement data that 
encompasses the at least one predetermined Zone; and 

identifying the at least one predetermined Zone based on 
measurement data contained in the set of imported mea 
surement data, the mobility fingerprint for each of the at 
least one predetermined Zone being generated based on 
the measurement data corresponding to the identified at 
least one predetermined Zone. 
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21. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one prede 
termined Zone is part of a first substantially bounded area of 
an enterprise, the enterprise comprising a plurality of substan 
tially bounded areas, each of the plurality of substantially 
bounded areas including at least one predetermined Zone 
where a handover event may need to occur for the respective 
bounded area, wherein different algorithms are employed for 
at least two of the plurality of substantially bounded areas for 
evaluating whether the mobile unit resides within the at least 
one predetermined Zone of the respective bounded area. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting further 
comprises calculating at least one feasible solution by evalu 
ating data corresponding to Scanned signal characteristics 
relative to mobility fingerprint data that defines the at least 
one predetermined Zone. 

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising evaluating 
the at least one feasible solution relative to a corresponding 
infeasible solution to confirm the validity of the at least one 
feasible solution. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising: 
collecting the mobility fingerprint data at a plurality of 

locations proximal to the at least one predetermined 
Zone to define a fingerprint vector, and 

determining directionality associated with the mobile unit 
based on the fingerprint vector, the determined direc 
tionality defining at least a portion of the corresponding 
infeasible solution. 

25. A system to facilitate handover, comprising: 
a mobile unit configured to operate according to at least 

first radio technology and a second radio technology; 
and 

a fingerprint detector that evaluates input data relative to 
mobility fingerprint data that defines at least one prede 
termined roam Zone that is a proper Subset of overlap in 
coverage areas between the first and second radio tech 
nologies to determine whether to trigger a handover 
between the first and second radio technologies for the 
mobile unit based on an evaluation of the mobility fin 
gerprint data relative to the input data. 

26. The system of claim 25, further comprising a finger 
print data set that includes the mobility fingerprint data for an 
area that includes a plurality of roam Zones, the fingerprint 
detector generating a trigger signal in response to evaluating 
the input data relative to the mobility fingerprint data in the 
fingerprint data set. 

27. The system of claim 25, wherein the input data corre 
sponds to Scanned signal characteristics, the fingerprint 
detector further comprising an evaluator that computes at 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

28 
least one feasible solution by evaluating the Scanned signal 
characteristics relative to predefined signal characteristics 
defined by the mobility fingerprint data. 

28. The system of claim 27, wherein the evaluator further 
comprises at least one discriminator programmed to confirm 
the validity of the at least one feasible solution. 

29. The system of claim 27, wherein the scanned signal 
characteristics result from at least one signal scan, wherein 
the evaluator further comprises prequalification logic opera 
tive to control performing the at least one scan. 

30. The system of claim 25, wherein the input data corre 
sponds to Scanned signal characteristics resulting from at 
least one signal scan, the fingerprint detector further compris 
ing a scaling component configured to scale the scanned 
signal characteristics consistent with signal characteristics 
defined by the mobility fingerprint data. 

31. The system of claim 25, wherein the fingerprint detec 
tor further comprises executable instructions running on a 
processor of the mobile unit. 

32. The system of claim 25, wherein the fingerprint detec 
tor further comprises executable instructions running on a 
computer that is part of a radio system to which the mobile 
unit is connected according to the first radio technology. 

33. The system of claim 25, further comprising: 
a wireless network that operates according to the first radio 

technology; and 
a cellular system that operates according to the second 

radio technology. 
34. A system to facilitate handover for a mobile unit, com 

prising: 
means for storing fingerprint data that defines, a mobility 

fingerprint for at least one predetermined roam Zone 
residing within a physical space that is a proper Subset of 
an overlap of coverage areas of a first radio technology 
and a second radio technology; and 

means for evaluating whether to trigger a handoff for the 
mobile unit from the first radio technology to the second 
radio technology based on an evaluation of the stored 
fingerprint data relative to data corresponding to at least 
one wireless signal that is associated with the mobile 
unit. 

35. The system of claim 34, further comprising: 
means for gathering measurement data associated with the 

at least one predetermined Zone; and 
means for generating the mobility fingerprint for each of 

the at least one predetermined Zone. 
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