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The preserat-invention relates to radio receivers 
and more particularly to improved methods and 
apparatus for automatically tuning a radio re 
ceiving Systern to receive signals. Which may be 
only intermittently radiated at any carrier fre 
quency. Within a given frequency band. 
In emergency, police. or military communica 

tion work, in particular, radio receivers are nor 
mally maintained tuned to a particular signal 
frequency and are normally conditioned for op 
eration, so that they will always pick up and re 
produce: at any time signals of the selected fre 
quency. Which may be radiated from one or more. 

0. 

transmitting: points, either continuously or inter 
mittently. The usual receiver of this character is 
of the Well known superheterodyne type and is rel 
atively highly selective, so that it will not repro 
duce, or otherwise respond to signals, which are 
radiated at carrier frequencies other than the par 
ticlular carrier frequency to. Which the receiver is 
tuned. Ini Order to maintain a receiver of this 
type accurately tuned to a signal which is being 
received, regardless of any drift in the carrier fre 
quency of the signal, it is common practice to 
utilize automatic frequency control facilities hav 
ing the function of automatically shifting the local 
oScillator output frequency of the receiver as the 
received carrier frequency drifts. With this ar 
rangement, the signal, modulated carrier trans 
mitted through the highly selective intermediate 
frequency Section of the receiver is held substan 
tially constant, at a value substantially equaling 
the Center frequency to which this selective sec 
tion of the receiver is tuned. This expedient is 
fully Satisfactory in its operation to prevent dis 
tortion or loss of signal reproduction by the re 
ceiver when the signal carrier is continuously. 
radiated at the transmitting point. If, however, 
the signalis only intermittently radiated and the 
frequency. Of signal carrier radiation is, during 
an Off-signal period, either deliberate or unknow 
ingly shifted away from the particular frequency 
to Which the receiver is tuned, the selective stages 
of the intermediate frequency section of the re 
ceiver prevent the signal from being passed 
through this section of the receiver to render the 
automatic frequency, control facilities active. 
Accordingly, the receiver cannot reproduce the 
transmitted signal. This condition, is of course 
intolerable in police, military, and other emergency 
communication, work. 

It is an object of the present invention, there 
fore, to provide improved and exceedingly simple: 
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methods, and apparatus for; so controlling a radio. 55 

receiving system as to obviate-the problem briefly 
Outlined above, 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide an improved radio receiving system 
Wherei provisions are made for automatically 
and continuously adjusting the system for the 
reception of a signal radiated at any frequency 
Within a predetermined frequency range during 
a period. When the signal is not being received. 
According to a further object of the invention, 

an improved arrangement is provided: for .au 
tomatically arresting the adjustment of the sys 
tena, when a desired signalis received. . . . . . . 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
in the radio receiving. System of the superhetero 
dyne type, a circuit, arrangement for automati 
cally SWeeping the output frequency of the local 
Oscillator; back. and forth over a predetermined 
frequency range in order continuously to adjust 
the System for the reception of any signal radi 
ated within a corresponding frequency, band. . 
ACCOrding to still another object of the inven 

tion, the receiver is provided with automatic fre 
quency control facilities, and an improved ar-, 
rangement is utilized: for automatically transfer 
ring the control of the local oscillator output fre 
quency from the frequency sweep circuit to the 
automatic frequency control facilities when a sig 
nal is transmitted through the intermediate fre 
quency section of the receiver. . . . . . 

In accordance with still another object of the 
invention, the receiver is also equipped with in 
proved apparatus for automatically muting or 
blocking the System during off-signal periods, in 
Order to prevent, its response to noise voltages 
appearing therein, and this apparatus is also util 
ized to So control: the oscillator sweep circuit that 
the operation of the sweep, circuit is maintained 
during off-signal periods and is automatically ar 
rested. When a signal is transmitted through the 
System for reproduction . . . . . w 
According to a still further object of the inven 

tion, the limiter stages, in particular, of a receiver 
of-the frequency modulated type, are utilized to so 
control the noise-voltage appearing at the output 
Side. Of the frequency discriminator that the os 
cillator SWeep circuit is appropriately controlled 
to operate only during off-signal periods: 
The invention, both as to its organization and 

method of operation, together with further, ob 
jects and advantages thereof, will best be under 
stood by reference...to the following specification 
takenin connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

Figs: land 2, when laid end to end in the order 



2. 
named, illustrate a radio receiving System of the 
frequency modulated type characterized by the 
features of the invention briefly outlined above; 

Fig. 3 illustrates a modification of that portion 
of the circuit equipment shown in Fig. 2; 

Figs. 4 and 5 are graphs which, in combina 
tion, illustrate the method of operation of the 
improved Sweep circuit arrangement forming a 
part of the System; and 

Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating the noise response 
characteristic of the System. 

Referring now more particularly to FigS. 1 and 
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2 of the drawings, the invention is illustrated in 
its embodiment in a radio receiving System of 
the frequency modulated type, although it will 
be understood from the following explanation 
that the invention is not so limited and may, if 
desired, be employed in a receiver of the ampli 
tude modulated type. Briefly considered, the 
illustrated system comprises an antenna-ground 
circuit fo, a tunable radio frequency amplifier 

, a tunable mixer stage 2, an intermediate 
frequency amplifier 3, first and second limiter 
stages 4 and 5, a frequency discriminator 6, 
an audio frequency amplifier T and a loud 
speaker 8, all connected in cascade in the Order 
nanned. As indicated by the dash line U, the 
tuning elements of the two tunable stages and 
2 are ganged together for unicontrol operation 

in an entirely conventional manner. 
For the purpose Cif muting or blocking the Sys 

tem against the reproduction of noise Voltages 
appearing therein during an off-signal period, 
improved muting Or Squelch apparatus is pro 
vided which is coupled to the output side of the 
frequency, discriminator 6 and is utilized selec 
tively to impress a blocking bias voltage upCin the 
control grid of the first tube provided in the audio 
frequency amplifier during off-signal periods. 
In general, this apparatus comprises a high pass 
filter 22 coupled to the output side of the dis 
criminator f6, a noise amplifier and rectifier 23, 
a direct current amplifier 24, and a combination 
muting oscillator and rectifier 25. The four 
enumerated stages are connected in tandem in 
the order named and respond to noise Voltages 
appearing in the receiving channel to block the 
audio frequency amplifier 7 in the manner ex 
plained below. 
More specifically to consider.certain of the ele 

ments provided in the receiver, it will be noted 
that the tunable mixer stage 2 comprises a pen 
tagrid converter tube 2a, having its third con 
trol grid coupled to the output circuit of the 
radio frequency amplifier , and having its out 
put electrodes, namely the anode and cathode 
thereof, coupled to the first tube of the interme 
diate frequency amplifier 3 through a frequency 
selective network which comprises the two in 
ductively coupled tuned circuits 26 and 27. 
These circuits are relatively sharply tuned to 
the center intermediate frequency Which the in 
termediate frequency amplifier 3 is designed to 
pass. Anode and Screen potentials are applied 
to the tube 2a through the usual blocking re 
sistors 28, and 30 which are by-passed to ground 
by means of by-pass condensers. 29 and 3, re 
spectively. The converter tube 2a is also pro 
vided With a local oscillator Section which in 
cludes the two inner grids and the Cathode there 
of. More specifically, a tunable frequency de 
termining circuit 34 comprising the shunt con 
nected inductance element 34a, the terminal con 
denser 34c and the tuning condenser 34b, is con 
nected between the second grid and cathode of 
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the tube 2a in series with the available Source 
of anode potential, which source is suitably by 
passed by a condenser 35. This circuit is vari 
ably tunable by means of the tuning element 34b 
over a frequency range winich corresponds to the 
desired tuning range of the System, and is regen 
eratively coupled to the control grid and cathode 
of the tube 2a by means of a feed back circuit 
which comprises an inductance element 36 in 
ductively coupled to the inductance element 34a. 
and connected in series with a parallel connected 
grid leak resistor 32 and condenser 33 between 
the control grid and cathode of the tube. The 
local oscillator just described may be designed 
to CScillate at a frequency which is either greater 
or less than the center frequency to which the 
radio frequency amplifier is tuned by an 
amount equal to the center frequency to which 
the intermediate frequency section of the receiver 
is fixedly tuned. In the present case it may be 
assumed that the oscillator output frequency is 
higher than the center frequency to which the 
radio frequency amplifier is tuned. 
The second limiter 5 and the frequency dis 

criminator 6 are entirely conventional in de 
sign and, accordingly, no reference characters 
have been applied to the component parts there 
of, although the details of the two stages have 
been illustrated in the interests of facilitating 
the following explanation pertaining to the mode 
of operation of the System. In this regard it is 
noted that the audio frequency Voltage Which 
appears at the cutput side of the frequency dis 
criminator 6 during operation of the System to 
receive a radiated signal, is applied between the 
input electrodes of the audio frequency amplifier 

a over a path which includes the audio fre 
quency coupling condenser 70. Briefly consid 
ered, this amplifier comprises a first amplifier 
tube a which is resistance-capacitance coupled 
to a second amplifier tube lib, and the output 
electrodes of the latter tube are coupled to the 
input terminals of the loud Speaker 8 through 
a suitable audio frequency coupling transformer 
18. The usual cathode biasing circuits, 7 and 
77 are provided in the respective cathode legs 
of the output circuits for the two tubes Ta and 
Tib. The coupling network employed between 

these two tubes comprises a resistCr 5 and a 
coupling condenser 74. Screen and anode poten 
tials are applied to the tube a through the re 
sistor 3 and the resistors 3 and 72 in series, 
respectively. Similarly, screen and anode poten 
tials are applied to the tube lib through the 
primary winding of the coupling transformer 78. 
- As indicated above, noise voltages appearing in 
the signal transmission channel of the receiver 
in the absence of a received signal modulated car 
rier are passed through the discriminator 6 and 
appear as detected audio and Superaudible Wolt 
ages across the resistors. 6d. at the output side of 
the discriminator. Such - detected voltages are 
impressed across the high pass filter 22 and those 
components thereof having frequencies above the 
cutoff frequency of the filter network are im 
pressed between the input electrodes of the tube 
23d, included in the noise amplifier and rectifier 
23. More specifically, the high pass filter 22 com 
prises a pair of series condensers 47 and 48 and 
a pair of shunt resistors 5 and 46, and is de 
Signed to pass those Components of noise Voltages 
having frequencies above the normal signal re 
producing band of the receiver. The noise am 
plifier section of the tube 23d works into a noise 
rectifier circuit Which comprises the diode sec 
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tion of the tube and a load resistor 52. This rec 
tifier circuit is coupled to the anode of the tube 
23a through a coupling condenser 54 which is of 
appropriate impedance to pass any noise current 
that may be transmitted through the high pass 

Anode and screen potentials are Sup filter 22. 
plied to the tube 23a through the resistors 50 and 
5, which resistors are by-passed to ground 
through a condenser 53. 

Rectified noise voltages appearing across the 
load resistor 52 are utilized to control the bias 
between the input electrodes of the tube 24a pro 
vided in the direct current amplifier 24. The ini 
tial or threshold bias established between the in 
put electrodes of this tube is derived from a volt 
age dividing network which comprises the series 
connected resistors 58a, 58b and 58c bridged 
across the available source of anode potential, 
and is provided with a tap 57 a. adjustable along 
the resistor 58b to impress a variable positive po 
tential upon the control electrode of the tube 
24a through the filter resistor 57. A filternet 
Work comprising the resistor 55 and the condenser 
56 is provided for preventing alternating compo 
nents of the Voltage appearing across the load re 
sistor 52 from being impressed between the in 
put electrodes of the tube 24d. Screen and anode 
potentials are supplied to the amplifier tube. 24d. 
through the resistor 68 and the resistors 6C and 59 
in series, respectively. The direct current ampli 
fier 24, as controlled by the variable bias voltage 
derived from the load resistor 52, is utilized to 
control the starting and stopping of the muting 
oscillator and rectifier 25. This stage of the mut 
ing or squelch apparatus comprises a dual pur 
pose tube 25a having an oscillator section which 
includes a tuned frequency determining circuit 
63 coupled between the output electrodes of the 
tube through a condenser 64. 
cuit 63 is fixedly tuned to a particular frequency 
of from 200 to 300 kilocycles and comprises an in 
ductance element 63a shunted by a tuning con 
denser 63b. It is regeneratively coupled to the 
input electrodes of the tube 25a by means of a 
feed back circuit which comprises an inductance 
element 68 inductively coupled to the inductance 
element 63a and connected in series with a par 
allel connected grid lead resistor 67 and condenser 
66 between the control grid and cathode of the 
tube 25a. Anode potential is supplied to the tube 
25d over a path, which includes the inductance 
element 63d and a filter resistor 65. The oscil 
lator section of the tube 25a is coupled to the 
rectifying circuit of the tube through a coupling 
condenser 62, and the indicated rectifying circuit 
serially includes the diode rectifier section of the 
tube and a load resistor 69. Any bias voltage 
appearing across the load resistor 69 during op 
eration of the oscillator and rectifier stage 25 is 
negatively applied to the control grid of the first 
audio frequency amplifier tube a over a path 
which includes the resistor 6. 
For the purpose of automatically controlling 

the output frequency of the local oscillator emi 
bodied in the tunable mixer stage 2 during op 
eration of the system to receive a frequency 
modulated signal carrier, automatic frequency 
control facilities are provided which include the 
frequency control unit 9. This unit comprises 
a control tube 9a provided with input electrodes 
coupled to the output side of the discriminator 
6 over a path which includes the resistor 84 and 

the audio frequency decoupling resistor 8 and 
filter condenser 83. The output electrodes of this 
tube are bridged across the tunable frequency: 

The resonant cir 
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3 
determining circuit 34 of the local oscillator, and 
a phase shifting network comprising the cathode 
grid capacitance of the tube 9a, the resistor 85 
and the condenser 86 is provided between the 
electrodes of the tube for the purpose of providing 
the required phase displacement between the cur 
rent drawn by the tube. 9a and the currents re 
Spectively traversing the capacitive and inductive 
legs of the tunable circuit:34. 
In Order to control the frequency control unit 
9 So that the output frequency of the local oscil 

lator provided in the tunable mixer 2 is adjusted 
back and forth over a given frequency range dur 
ing off-signal periods, there is provided in ac 
Cordance with the present invention a sweep 
Oscillator 20 of the relaxation type which is cou 
pled between the output circuit of the first audio 
amplifier tube lid and the input electrodes of the 
frequency control tube? 9a. In brief, this oscil 
lator comprises an electron discharge tube 20a of 
the gaseous type, the electrodes of which are 
shunted by a timing condenser 80. This tube 
may, if desired, be of the neon filled type, and is 
connected through the resistor 79 to have applied 
therea Cross the voltage appearing between the 
anode of the first audio frequency amplifier. tube 
ila and ground. It possesses the characteristic 
of being rendered conductive only when a volt 
age exceeding a predetermined magnitude is in 
pressed across the electrodes thereof and of there 
after being rendered nonconductive only when 
this voltage is reduced to a predetermined low 
Value. The Voltages appearing across the elec 
trodes of the tube 20a is impressed between the 
input electrodes of the frequency control tube Sa 
through the Condensel 8 and the resistors 82 
and 84. 
In considering the operation of the system 

shown in FigS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, it may be 
assumed that the tuning elements of the two 
tunable stages and 2 are tuned to center fre 
quencies which correspond to the center carrier 
frequency at Which a signal is to be radiated from 
a specific transmitting point, and that the signal 
modulated carrier as radiated from this point ap. 
pears across the antenna-ground circuit . This 
signal voltage as amplified through the radio fre 
quency amplifier is mixed with the carrier out 
put of the local oscillator provided at the tunable 
mixer stage 2 to be converted into a signal mod 
ulated intermediate frequency carrier which is 
selected by the two frequency selective circuits 26 
and 27 and impressed upon the input side of the 
intermediate frequency amplifier 3. In this re 
gard it will be understood that when the illus 
trated system is conditioned for operation, the 
oscillator section of the tunable mixer stage 2 is 
in continuous operation. More Specifically, the 
oscillator section of the mixer 2 is in the nature 
of a tuned plate circuit oscillator, a portion of 
the oscillatory voltage developed across the tun 
able frequency determining circuit, 34 being in 
pressed between the cathode and the first control 
grid of the tube 2a through the mutual induc 
tance coupling between the two inductance ele 
ments 34a and 36. It will be understood, there 
fore, that when cathode heating current is Sup 
plied to the tube 2a the oscillator section of this 
tube is maintained in continuous operation. The 
intermediate frequency carrier voltage as ampli 
fied through the intermediate frequency amplifier 
3 is transmitted through the first, and Second 
limiter stages 4 and 5 and impressed upon the 
frequency discriminator 6. In the two limiter 
stages 4 and 5, any amplitude modulation con 



4. 
ponents of the carrier are eliminated in an en 
tirely conventional manner so that the amplitude 
of the frequency modulated carrier voltage in 
pressed upon the frequency discriminator 6 is 
substantially constant. The audio signals, as 
represented by the frequency modulation com 
ponents of this voltage, are detected through op 
eration of the discriminator 6 and appear as an 
audio frequency voltage across the output resist 
ors f6a. This audio frequency voltage is im 
pressed between the input electrodes of the first 
amplifier tube a through the coupling con 
denser ; is amplified by the two tubes fia and 

b; and is impressed through the coupling trans 
former 78 across the loud speaker 8 for repro 
duction. 

Automatic frequency control 
Briefly to consider the manner in which the 

frequency control unit 9, as controlled by the 
frequency discriminator 6, functions during sig 
nal reception to automatically vary the output 
frequency of the local oscillator provided at the 
tunable mixer stage 2 so that the center fre 
quency of the carrier transmitted through the 
intermediate frequency section of the receiver is 
maintained substantially constant, it is pointed 
out that the two frequency selective circuits 26 
and 27, the intermediate frequency amplifier 3, 
the two limiter stages 4 and 5 and the fre 
quency discriminator fi are somewhat broadly 
tuned to a particular center frequency. It is 
noted, moreover, that regardless of the settings 
of the tuning elements provided in the tunable 
radio frequency amplifier , this amplifier is 
broadly tuned to the center carrier frequency 
Which corresponds to the settings of the tuning 
elements, so that regardless of any drift in the 
center frequency of the received carrier, all mod 
ulation components of the received signal are 
passed through this stage of the receiver. It will 
be understood, therefore, that by providing the 
automatic frequency control arrangement de 
scribed below, any drift in the output frequency 
of the local oscillator or in the center frequency 
of the received signal carrier is substantially cor 
rected in So far as the intermediate frequency 
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Stages of the receiver are concerned. In this con 
nection it will be understood that the frequency 
discriminator 6, which is of conventional de 
sign, is Operative to produce a direct voltage 
across the output resistors 6a thereof which va 
ries in magnitude and polarity in accordance with 
departures of the center frequency of a carrier 
traversing the intermediate section of the re 
ceiver from the particular center frequency to 
Which the resonant circuits of this receiver sec 
tion are tuned. Thus, if the center frequency of 
a signal modulated carrier traversing the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver starts 
to drift to a value below the particular center 
frequency to which the selective circuits of this 
receiver section are tuned, a direct voltage of 
negative polarity appears at the upper terminal 
of the two resistors. 6d having a magnitude which 
is directly proportional to the extent of deviation 
of the carrier Center frequency from the particu 
lar frequency to which the intermediate frequency 
section of the receiver is center tuned and in 
creases as the extent of frequency drift increases. 
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This voltage is utilized as a bias voltage for the 
frequency control tube 9a, being applied to the 
control grid of this tube through the radio fre 
quency decoupling resistor 84 and the audio fre 
quency decoupling resistor 8. At this point it is. 
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noted that the audio frequency filter comprising 
the decoupling resistor 87 and the by-pass Con 
denser 83 prevents the audio frequency compo 
nents of the voltage appearing at the output side 
of the discriminator 6 from being impressed be 
tween the input electrodes of the frequency con 
trol tube 9d. Since the bias voltage applied to 
the grid of the tube 9a is of negative polarity, it 
has the effect of decreasing the Space current 
traverving the anode and cathode of this tube. 
Thus, the out of phase component of Current 
traversing the space current path of the tube 9a 
and the circuit elements of the tuned circuit 34 
is decreased, thereby effectively to increase the 
output frequency of the local oscillator provided 
at the tunable mixer stage 2. As a result, the 
center frequency of the signal carrier traversing 
the intermediate Section of the receiver is in 
creased. When the center frequency of the sig 
nal carrier is thus changed to more closely ap 
proach the frequency to which the intermediate 
frequency section of the receiver is center tuned, 
the rate of increase of the negative bias Voltage 
appearing at the output side of the frequency 
discriminator 6 is correspondingly decreased to 
produce a corresponding decrease in the rate of 
change of the space current flow through the 
control tube 9a. This effects a corresponding 
decrease in the rate of change in the output fre 
quency of the local oscillator Section of the mixer 
stage 2. The discriminator 6, the frequency 
control unit 9, the local oscillator of the tunable 
mixer stage 2 and the intermediate frequency 
section of the receiver continue to interact until 
a point is reached at which the output frequency 
of the local oscillator is stabilized. 
In a similar manner, if the center frequency 

of the signal carrier traversing the internedi 
ate section of the receiver starts to increase above 
the particular value to which this section of the 
receiver is center tuned, a bias Voltage which is 
positive with respect to ground appears across 
the resistors 6a at the output side of the dis 
criminator 6, the magnitude of this Voltage be 
ing directly proportional to the extent of devia 
tion of the signal carrier center frequency from 
the particular frequency to which the interme 
diate frequency section of the receiver is center 
tuned. This bias voltage has the effect of in 
creasing the space current traversing the con 
trol tube 9a, with the result that the out of phase 
component of current drawn by this tube through 
the circuit elements of the local oscillator fre 
quency determining circuit 34 is increased. Ac 
cordingly, the output frequency of the local oscil 
lator provided at the tunable mixer stage 2 is 
decreased to produce a corresponding decrease in 
rate at which the center frequency of the sig 
nal Carrier traversing the intermediate section of 
the receiver is shifting from the center frequency 
to which this section of the receiver is tuned, and 
a corresponding decrease in rate of increase of 
the magnitude of the negative bias voltage ap 
pearing across the resistors 6d. at the output 
side of the discriminator. This decrease in the 
rate of increase of the positive bias applied to 
the control tube is produces a corresponding de 
crease in the rate of increase of the space cur 
rent flow through this tube, with a resulting de 
crease in the rate of change of the output fre 
quency of the local oscillator provided in the tun 
able mixer stage 2. Here again, the discrimi 
nator 6, the frequency control unit 9, the 
local oscillator of the tunable mixer stage 6 and 

76 the intermediate frequency section of the receiver 
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continue to interact until such time as a point 
of stability is reached between the bias voltage 
applied to the control tube 9a, and the ouput 
frequency of the local Oscillator included in the 
mixer stage f2. By appropriate design of the 
circuit elements entering into the frequency con 
trol operation described above, the center fre 
quency of the signal carrier traversing the in 
termediate frequency section of the receiver may 
be stabilized at a value which closely approxi 
mates the particular center frequency to which 
the selective circuits of the intermediate fre 
quency section of the receiver are center tuned. 
This is true, moreover, even though the center 
carrier frequency of the received signal departs 
to a substantial degree from the particular fre 
quency of reception to which the system is ini 
tially tuned through operation of the tuning ele 
ment 34b and the tuning element or elements of 
the radio frequency amplifier . It will be un 
derstood, therefore, that so long as a frequency 
modulated carrier is being received, the auto 
matic frequency control facilities function to 
maintain Substantially constant and at a Walue 
closely approximating that to which the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver is cen 
ter tuned, the signal carrier which is impressed 
upon the input side of this receiversection. 

Operation of the muting apparatus 
Briefly to consider the operation of the muting 

apparatus shown in the lower portion of Fig. 2 
of the drawings, it may be pointed out that when 
the System is conditioned for signal reception but 
is not receiving a desired signal, noise signal 
Voltages appearing in those stages of the receiver 
which precede the discriminator 6 appear as 
audio and super-audible frequency voltages at the 
ouput side of this discriminator. More specifi 
cally, these voltages are transmitted through the 
radio frequency, mixer and intermediate fre 
quency sections of the receiver and are detected 
by the discriminator is to appear as audio fre 
quency and Super-audible frequency voltages at 
the output side of the discriminator. Such noise 
voltages may be produced as a result of thermal 
agitation within the tubes provided in the sys 
tem, shot effects, extraneous noise voltages ap 
pearing across the antenna-ground circuit fo, or 
by physical shock to the circuit elements pro 
vided in the receiver. Regardless of the origin 
thereof, however, the noise signals are mani 
fested as audio and super-audible frequency volt 
ages appearing across the resistors 6a at the 
output side of the discriminator, and in the ab 
sence of the described muting apparatus would 
be passed through the audio frequency amplifier 

to the loud speaker 8 for reproduction, 
More specifically considered, the noise response 

of the receiver is graphically illustrated in Fig. 6 
of the drawings wherein the noise voltage ap 
pearing across the resistors 6a is plotted as a 
function of the selected signal carrier input volt 
age appearing across the antenna-ground cir 
cuit?. From a consideration of this curve it 
will be noted that when no signal carrier is be 
ing received, the noise voltage appearing at the 
output side of the discriminator 6 is high and 
that the magnitude of this voltage is sharply re 
duced in response to the application of a selected 
Signal carrier to the antenna-ground circuit O. 
The decrease in the level of the noise voltage 
which accompanies the transmission of a selected 
signal through the receiver is largely effected 
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5 
through the action of the amplitude limiters i4 
and 5 and the frequency discriminator 6. 
To consider the action of the muting appa 

ratus, it is pointed out that the noise voltage ap 
pearing across the discriminator output resistors 
6d. is impressed upon the input side of the high 
pass filter 22. This filter acts to pass only those 
components of the 'noise voltage having frequen 
cies above the normal signal reproducing band 
of the receiver. For example, this filter may be 
designed to pass frequencies above 20 kilocycles. 
The noise voltage appearing across the output 
side of the filter 22 is impressed between the in 
put electrodes of the noise amplifier and rectifier 
tube 23a and appears in amplified form across 
the coupling condenser 54 and the diode section 
of this tube. Due to the rectifying action of the 
diode section of the tube 23a, a direct voltage is 
produced across the load resistor 52 which varies 
in magnitude in accordance with the magnitude 
of the noise voltage impressed between the input 
electrodes of the tube. This direct voltage, i. e., 
that across the resistor 52, is negatively applied to 
the control grid of the direct current amplifier 
tube 24a through the resistor 55 in opposition to 
the fixed bias voltage derived from the voltage 
dividing resistors 58 and normally positively ap 
plied to the control grid of the tube 24 a through 
the resistor 57. The negative voltage appearing 
across the resistor 52 so greatly predominates 
over that positively applied to the control grid 
of the tube 24a that this tube is biased beyond 
its space current cutoff point. Accordingly, the 
voltage drops across the two resistors 59 and 60 
are sharply decreased to very low values with the 
result that the full voltage of the available source 
of anode current is positively applied to the 
screen electrode of the oscillator and rectifier 
tube 25a. When the full voltage of the anode 
current source is thus applied to the screen grid 
of the tube 25a, operation of the OScillator sec 
tion of this tube is initiated, so that an oscillatory 
voltage is developed across the series connected 
coupling condenser 62 and the space current path 
between the diode electrodes of this tube. Due 
to the action of the diode section of the tube 25a. 
in rectifying this oscillatory voltage, a direct bias 
voltage is produced across the diode load circuit 
comprising the resistor 69. This bias voltage is 
negatively applied to the control grid of the first 
audio amplifier tube a over a path which in 
cludes the resistor 6, and the magnitude thereof 
is sufficient to bias the tube a beyond cutoff, 
whereby the noise signals are prevented from be 
ing transmitted through the audio frequency 
amplifier 7 to the loud speaker 8 for repro 
duction. 
As will be apparent from further considera 

tion of the curve shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings, 
when a Selected signal carrier of substantial 
magnitude is transmitted through the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver, the 
limiters 4 and 5, together with the discrimi 
nator. 6, function sharply to decrease the noise 
voltage developed at the output side of the dis 
criminator. This produces a corresponding de 
crease in the bias voltage developed across the 
load resistor 52. When the negative bias Volt 
age applied to the control grid of the tube 24a is 
thus reduced to a low value, the current flow 
through the resistors 60 and 59 and the Space 
current path of the tube 24a is sharply increased 
to produce a corresponding increase in the volt 
age drops across the two identified resistors. As 
a result, the voltage which is positively applied 
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to the screen electrodes of the oscillator and 
rectifier tube 25a through the two resistors 6 
and 59 is sharply decreased to a value such that 
operation of the oscillator section of the tube 250 
cannot continue. When the production of an 
oscillatory voltage across the Space current path. 
of the tube 25a is thus arrested, the negative bias 
voltage developed across the rectifier load circuit 
comprising the resistor 69 is reduced to zero, per 
mitting the normal negative bias voltage ap 
pearing across the cathode biasing circuit to 
appear between the input electrodes of the first 
audio amplifier tube Ta. When this amplifier 
tube is thus unblocked or biased to a normal 
value, the audio section f of the receiver is ren 
dered operative to amplify the signal frequency 
components of the received signal and to trans 
mit the same to the loudspeaker 8 for repro 
duction. 
From the foregoing explanation it will be un 

derstood that normally, i.e., when the system is 
conditioned for signal reception, the noise Sig 
nals appearing in the receiver are utilized to com 
pletely block the audio section of the receiver 
against the transmission of noise signals to the 
loud speaker 8 or any other signal responsive 
device which may be utilized in lieu of the loud 
speaker 8. More specifically, the component cir 
cuit elements of the muting apparatus Should be 
so chosen that in the absence of a desired signal 
the negative bias voltage developed at the upper 
terminal of the resistor Si is approximately 20 
volts. To this end, from 40 to 50 volts must be 
positively applied to the screen electrode of the 
oscillator and rectifier tube 25a, when a tube of 
the commercial 1S5 type is employed in the oscil 
lator and rectifier stage 25. Further, the con 
ponent circuit elements of the muting apparatus 
should be such that when a selected frequency 
modulated carrier having a magnitude exceeding 
a predetermined low value is received, the volt 
age positively applied to the screen electrode of 
the tube 25d is dropped to approximately 20 volts 
Such that operation of the oscillator section of 
the tube is arrested. In the absence of an oscil 
latory Voltage between the anode and cathode of 
this tube, the only negative bias voltage applied 
between the input electrodes of the first audio 
tube a is that developed across the cathode 
biasing circuit 7. 
When the muting apparatus is designed to have 

the characteristics just described, the audio chan 
nel of the receiver will at all times remain blocked 
during periods when a selected signal is not being 
received and will be automatically unblocked 
When a selected signal is transmitted through the 
receiver to the discriminator 6 for detection. In 
this regard it will be understood that since the 
high pass filter 22 will not pass frequencies with 
in the normal frequency reproducing band of the 
receiver, the muting apparatus is not responsive 
to the audio frequency components of a received 
signal carrier and thus this apparatus is pre 
Vented from blocking the audio section of the 
receiver against the transmission of detected sig 
nal Voltages to the loud speaker f3. It will also 
be understood that the average magnitude of the 
Voltage developed across the load resistor 52 in 
the noise amplifier and rectifier stage 23 varies 
directly With the magnitude of the noise voltage 
components which are passed through the high 
paSS filter 22 and impressed between the input 
electrodes of the tube 23a. Accordingly, the 
greater the magnitude of the noise voltages ap 
pearing in the receiver, the greater the bias volt 

O 

5 

25 

30 

40 

45 

2,898,793 
age impressed between the cathode and control 
grid of the direct current amplifier tube 24d. 
Once this tube is biased beyond cutoff, the Voltage 
drops across the two resistors 59 and 60 are un 
affected by changes in the noise level and the 
positive potential applied to the screen electrode 
of the muting oscillator and rectifier tube 25a. 
remains constant. Accordingly, the bias voltage 
negatively applied to the control grid of the audio 
amplifier control grid 20a remains constant with 
increases in the magnitude of the noise voltage 
appearing at the outputside of the discriminator 
9 above a predetermined value. 
From the above explanation it will also be ap 

parent that during periods when a signal is be 
ing received, such that no blocking bias voltage 
appears across the resistor 69 and the normal bias 
voltage appearing across the cathode biasing net 
Work is alone impressed between the input 
electrodes of the first amplifier tube a, Space 
current of Substantial magnitude traverses the 
Space current path of this tube. Accordingly, 
the voltage drops across the series connected re 
sistors 72 and 73 provided in the output circuit of 
the tube a are of Substantial magnitude and 
absorb a substantial portion of the available volt 
age of the anode current source. It is evident, 
therefore, that during periods of signal reception, 
the voltage between the resistor terminal 72d and 
ground is of a low Order of magnitude. During 
off-signal periods, on the other hand, when the 
high negative voltage appearing across the load 
resistor 69 is utilized to block space current flow 
through the first audio amplifier tube a, the 
voltage drops across the two series connected re 
sistors 2 and 73 are negligible such that Substan 
tially the full voltage of the available anode cur 
rent source appears between the resistor termi 
nal 2a and ground. This change in the voltage 
between the terminal 72d and ground is utilized 
to control the sweep Oscillator 20 in the novel 
manner pointed out immediately below. 
Sueeping the local osillator frequency during Off 

Signal periods 

As indicated above, facilities including the 
Sweep Oscillator 20 are provided in the system for 
the purpose of continuously Sweeping the output 
frequency of the local oscillator of the tunable 
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mixer stage 2 back and forth over a given fre 
quency band during off-signal periods, thereby 
continuously to adjust the system for the recep 
tion of a radiated signal having a center frequency 
anywhere within a corresponding frequency 
range. The advantages of this arrangement, Will 
be more or less apparent from the preceding ex 
planation, but will be considerably more appar 
ent by examining the selectivity curves for the 
radio frequency and intermediate frequency sec 
tions of the receiver. From a consideration of 
these curves, which are shown in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings, it will be noted that the characteristic 
selectivity curve A for the radio frequency sec 
tion of the receiver is Substantially flat Over 
a relatively broad frequency range of approxi 
mately 140 kilocycles. This of course means that 
insofar as the radio frequency section of the re 
ceiver is concerned, any received signal carrier 
having a center frequency Within a band of ap 
proximately 140 kilocycles may be transmitted 
though this Section of the receiver Without Sub 
stantial distortion and with approximately the 
same degree of amplification. In the other hand, 
relatively highly selective tuned circuits are em 
ployed in the intermediate frequency section of 
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the receiver, as indicated by the narrow frequency 
range embraced within the characteristic selec 
tivity curve B for this section of the receiver. 
It will of course be understood that the center or 
zero frequency of the selectivity curve. A depends 
upon the particular setting of the tuning element 
or elements provided in the radio frequency an 
plifier f f and may be varied by adjusting the 
tuning element or elements. The center fre 
quency of the selectivity curve B, on the other 
hand, is fixed at a particular value, due to the 
fact that the frequency selective circuits provided 
in the intermediate frequency section of the re 
ceiver are fixedly tuned to a particular center fre 
quency. Thus, if the tunable stages of the re 
ceiver are set to receive a signal which is being 
radiated at a carrier frequency of 30 megacycles, 
for example, and the intermediate frequency Sec 
tion of the receiver is fixed tuned to a center fre 
quency of 4.3 megacycles, the zero or center fre 
quency for the selectivity curve. A will of course 
be 30 megacycles and that for the Selectivity 
curve B will be 4.3 megacycles. In Such case, the 
tuning element 34b is so adjusted that the os 
cillator provided in the tunable mixer stage 2 
will oscillate at a frequency of 34.3 megacycles. 
Under these circumstances, if a signal, which is 
to be reproduced by the receiver and is normally 
radiated at a center carrier frequency of S0 meg 
acycles, is in fact radiated, following an off-signal 
period, at a center carrier frequency 60 kilocycles 
above or below the center carrier frequency of 30 
megacycles at which the tunable stages of the 
receiver are set for signal reception, the center 
frequency of the beat frequency carrier which 
is produced by heterodyning the received signal 
carrier with the local oscillator output is either 
60 kilocycles less than, or 60 kilocycles greater 
than, the center frequency to which the resonant 
circuits of the intermediate frequency Section of 
the receiver are tuned. By referring to the se 
lectivity curve B, it will now be seen that this 
section of the receiver cannot pass the beat fre 
quency carrier which is thus produced. The re 
ceiver is, therefore, incapable of reproducing the 
radiated signal in the absence of Suitable adjust 
ment of the tuning elements to correct for the 
changed center carrier frequency of signal radi 
ation. 
From the above explanation it Will be clearly 

parent that the selectivity of the receiver is pri 
marily determined by the output frequency of 
the local oscillator provided in the tunable mixer 
stage 2. Thus, if this frequency is so adjusted 
that the center frequency of the developed beat 
frequency carrier is substantially equal to the 
center frequency to which the resonant circuits 
of the intermediaite frequency Section of the re 
ceiver are tuned, the received signal will be trans 
mitted through this section of the receiver even 
though the center frequency of the received Sig 
nal is substantially removed from the center fre 
quency to which the radio frequency section of 
the receiver is tuned. Accordingly, by SWeeping 
the output frequency of this oscillator back and 
forth over a predetermined and Selected fre 
quency band during off-signal periods the receiver 
may be automatically conditioned to pick up and 
reproduce any signal which is radiated at a cen 
ter-frequency disposed within a corresponding 
frequency band. It is to this end that the SWeep 
oscillator 20 is provided in the System. 

In considering the operation of the oscillator 
20 to control the output frequency of the local 
oscillator provided in the tunable mixer stage 2, 

7 
it is pointed out above that during a period of 
no signal reception, the muting apparatus, as 
illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, operates to 
bias the first audio frequency amplifier tube a 
beyond cutoff, with the result that substantially 
the full voltage of the available anode current 

: source is impressed across the electrodes of the 
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discharge tube 200 through the resistor 79. When 
this voltage is initially applied to the tube 20d. 
following a period of signal reception, it divides 
between the resistor 79, and the condenser 80 
with the result that the condenser is charged 
from the anode current source. After a prede 
termined time interval, which is determined by 
the resistive and capacitive constants of the two 
circuit elements 79 and 80, the voltage appearing 
across the condenser 80 increases to a value equal 
ing that required to produce space current flow 
through the discharge tube 20d. Immediately this 
tube is rendered conductive, the condenser 80 dis 
charges through the tube to sustain space cur 
rent therethrough for a short interval. When 
the condenser 80 is sufficiently discharged, the 
voltage drop therea cross falls to a value insuff 
cient to sustain space current flow through the 
tube 20a, with the result that the tube is rendered 
nonconductive. The condenser 80 is now re 
charged from the anode current source through 
the three series connected resistors 73, 72 and 79 
until the voltage thereacross again rises to a value 
sufficient to produce space current flow through 
the tube 20a. . . - 
From the above explanation, it will be appar 

ent that so long as the voltage between the ter 
minal. 2d. and ground is held at a value exceed 
ing the characteristic breakdown voltage of the 
discharge tube 20a, this tube is intermittently 
and periodically rendered conductive and non 
conductive, and in combination. With the con 
denser 80 and the resistor 79 operates much in 
the manner of the well known relaxation oscil 
lator. More specifically, the voltage which ap 
pears across the shunt connected terminals of the 
condenser 80 and the electrodes of the tube 2d. 
is of saw-tooth wave form. The frequency of the 
saw-tooth voltage which is produced may of 
course be adjusted as desired by suitably propor 
tioning the resistance of the resistor 79 relative tre 
the capacitance of the condenser 89 to alter the 
time constant of the network formed by these two 
series connected circuit elements. The extent Ol' 
amplitude of the saw-tooth voltage is determined 
by the design of the discharge tube 20a and may 
be altered by employing different tubes having 
different differences between the breakdown and 
cut-off voltages thereof. . 
As indicated above, the voltage appearing be 

tween the upper electrode of the discharge tube 
20a, and ground during off-signal periods is of 
substantially saw-tooth form. This voltage is 
utilized to frequency modulate the output fre 
quency of the local oscillator provided in the 
mixer stage 2 at the frequency of the modulat 
ing voltage, which is preferably of the order of 
one cycle per second. To that end it is impressed 
between the input electrodes of the frequency 
control tube 9a, over a path which includes the 
coupling condenser 8 f. the resistor 82 and the 
radio frequency decoupling resistor 84. More 
specifically, this saw-tooth voltage is in the na 
ture of a constantly changing bias Voltage and 
serves to constantly and correspondingly 
change the magnitude of space current flow 
through the tube 9a, thereby to produce a cor 
responding change in the magnitude of the out 
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of phase component of current traversing the cir 
cuit elements of the frequency determining cir 
cuit 34 provided in the local oscillator Section of 
the mixer tube f2a. It will be understood, there 
fore, that the output frequency of this local OS 
cillator is varied directly in accordance With 
changes in the voltage appearing between the up 
per electrode of the discharge tube 20d, and 
ground. In other words, since the modulating 
voltage is of saw-tooth form, the output fre 
quency of the local oscillator provided in the mix 
er stage 2 is continuously adjusted back and 
forth over a predetermined frequency band. The 
width of this band is determined by the magni 
tude of the modulating voltage. More specifical 
ly, the output frequency of the local oscillator is, 
through the action of the sweep oscillator 2), 
continuously adjusted about a predetermined 
center frequency in the manner clearly shown 
by the output frequency curve C illustrated in 
Fig. 5 of the drawings. The particular center fre 
quency about which the output frequency of the 
local oscillator is adjusted is of course determined 
by the setting of the tuning element 34b. From 
an examination of the curve C it will be apparent 
that as the voltage between the upper electrode 
of the discharge tube 20a and ground increases, 
a corresponding increase is produced in the out 
put frequency of the local oscillator. On the 
other hand, during each interval when the volt 
age between the upper electrode of the discharge 
tube 20a and ground is decreasing a correspond 
ing decrease is produced in the output frequency 
of the local oscillator. Thus, the local oscillator 
frequency is swept back and forth over a given 
frequency band, the extent of which is deter 
mined by the magnitude of the modulating Wolt 
age appearing between the upper electrode of 
the discharge tube 20d, and ground. 
As will be apparent from a consideration of the 

related curves A, B and C, shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 of the drawings, the continuous adjustment of 
the local oscillator output frequency over a given 
frequency band of approximately 60 kilocycles, as 
exhibited by the curve C, is tantamount to shift 
ing the intermediate frequency selectivity curve 
bodily back and forth over a corresponding fre 
quency band. Thus, when the output frequency 
of the local oscillator is adjusted by the sweep 
oscillator 29 to a value substantially 40 kilocy 
cles lower than the center frequency to which the 
local oscillator is tuned by the tuning element 
34b, it can be heterodyned with a received signal 
carrier having a center frequency 40 kilocycles 
lower than the center frequency to which the ra 
dio frequency section of the receiver is tuned, to 
produce a beat frequency carrier having a cen 
ter frequency of 4.3 megacycles exactly equaling 
that to which the more highly selective stages of 
the intermediate frequency section of the receiv 
er are center tuned. The result, therefore, is the 
same as if the selectivity curve B were shifted to 
the position occupied by the dash line selectivity 
curve Bb shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings. Again 
during each period when the output frequency 
of the local oscillator reaches a maximum value 
40 kilocycles above the center frequency to which 
it is tuned by the tuning element 34b, the output 
frequency is capable of being heterodyned with a 
received signal carrier having a center frequency 
40 kilocycles above the center frequency to which 
the radio frequency amplifier is tuned, to pro 
duce a beat frequency carrier of 4.3 megacycles 
exactly equaling the center frequency to which 
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quency section of the receiver are tuned. In ef 
fect, therefore, the intermediate frequency selec 
tivity curve B of the receiver is shifted to the po 
sition illustrated by the dash line selectivity curve 
Ba shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings. At all points 
along the output frequency curve C of the local 
Oscillator which are intermediate the maximum 
and minimum values just discussed, the receiver 
is automatically conditioned to pick up and 
transmit through the intermediate frequency Sec 
tion thereof a radiated signal carrier having a 
center frequency which is greater or less than the 
center frequency to which the radio frequency 
section of the receiver is tuned by an amount 
equal to the deviation of the local OScillator Out 
put frequency from its center frequency, 
From the above explanation it will be apparent 

that the sweep oscillator 20 operating in con 
junction with the frequency control unit 9 func 
tions continuously to adjust the receiver for the 
selection of a radiated frequency modulated car 
rier having a center carrier frequency which may 
be of any value within a given frequency range. 
In this regard it is noted that the extent of the 
variation in the output frequency of the local OS 
cillator which may occur during off-signal periods 
is only limited by the frequency separation of ad 
jacent assigned channels. Thus, if the center 
frequencies of the adjacent channels are 80 kilo 
cycles apart, and the side band frequencies ex 
tend plus and minus 20 kilocycles on either side 
of each channel center frequency, the output fre 
quency of the local oscillator provided in the tun 
able mixer stage 2 may safely be adjusted by 
the SWeep Oscillator to values approximately 50 
kilocycles above or below any channel center fre 
quency so that the band of adjustment is approxi 
mately 100 kilocycles in width. In such case, the 
receiver is automatically and continuously ad 
justed to receive any radiated signal within a 
band of 100 kilocycles which embraces as the 
center frequency thereof the particular center 
frequency to which the radio frequency amplifier 
lf of the receiver is tuned. 
In considering the manner in which the opera 

tion of the sweep oscillator 20 is automatically ar 
rested, it may be assumed that a desired signal is 
received having a center carrier frequency which 
is 20 kilocycles lower than the center frequency to 
which the radio frequency section of the receiver 
is tuned. When the desired signal voltage ap 
pears across the antenna-ground crocuit O, it is 
of course amplified by the radio frequency am 
plifier ff, mixed with the local oscillator output in 
the mixer stage 2 and appears across the tuned 
frequency selective circuit 26. Due to the selec 
tive action of this circuit, the following selective 
circuit 21 and the selective circuits provided in 
the Succeeding portions of the intermediate fre 
quency Section of the receiver, the signal modul 
lated beat frequency carrier produced in the mixer 
stage 2 cannot be transmitted through the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver until 
Such time as the output frequency of the local 
Oscillator approaches a value substantially 20 
kilocycles below the center frequency about which 
the frequency of this oscillator is being adjusted. 
The reasons for this will be fully apparent from 
the preceding explanation. When, however, the 
output frequency of the local oscillator approaches 
from either direction the value d, for example, 
which is substantially 15 kilocycles less than the 
center frequency of the band over which the 
local oscillator frequency is adjusted, the signal 
modulated beat frequency carrier, as produced by 



2,898,793 
mixing the local oscillator output with the incom 
ing signal carrier, approaches the correct fre 
quency to be passed through the intermediate 
frequency section of the receiver. 
center frequency of the signal carrier which is 
transmitted through the intermediate frequency 
section of the receiver is somewhat removed from 
the center frequency to which this section of the 
receiver is tuned. When the signal voltage is 
transmitted to the frequency discriminator 5, two 
results are. obtained simultaneously. First, and 
as will be apparent by reconsidering the charac. 
teristic noise curve shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings, 
the noise output voltage across the discriminator 
output resistors 6d. is reduced to a low value. 
Secondly, a direct bias voltage is developed across 
the discriminator output resistors, 6a, due to the 
fact that the center frequency of the signal modu 
lated carrier transmitted through the interme 
diate frequency section of the receiver is removed 
from the center frequency to which this receiver 
Section is tuned. As previously indicated, this bias 
voltage varies in magnitude in accordance with 
the magnitude of the difference between the center 
intermediate frequency and the transmitted car 
rier frequency and in polarity in accordance With 
the direction of deviation of the carrier frequency 
from the center intermediate frequency. It is 
applied to the control grid of the frequency con 
trol tube 9a to assume control of the local oscil 
lator output frequency in the manner explained 
above. Incident to the reduction in the magni 
tude of the noise voltage appearing at the output 
Side of the frequency discriminator .6, the mut 
ing apparatuS is rendered inactive so that the 
biocking bias Voltage developed across the re 
sistor 69 is reduced to zero in the manner previ 
Ously eXplained. Thus, the first amplifier tube a 
of the audio' frequency amplifier T is biased to 
a normal value. Such that space current fioW 
therethrough is reinitiated, thereby to permit the 
Signal components of the received signal modu 
lated carrier to be transmitted through this 
amplifier for reproduction by the loudspeaker, 8. 
AS Space current flow through the amplifier tube 
fla is reinitiated, a substantial portion of the 
Voltage of the anode current source is dissipated 
as a voltage drop across the two resistors 12 and 
73, with the result that the voltage between the 
terminal. 2d. and ground is reduced below the 
Value required to render the discharge tube 20a, 
Of the SWeep oscillator 20 conductive. Accord 
ingly, the operation of this oscillator is arrested 
immediately the blocking bias voltage is removed 
from the first audio frequency amplifier tube ta. 
After the operation of this oscillator is arrested, 
the frequency control tube 9a is controlled by the 
bias voltage appearing at the outputside of the 
frequency discriminator 6 to maintain the local 
oscillator output frequency at the value required 
for transmission of the signal carrier through the 
intermediate frequency section of the receiver. 
In this regard it is noted that the transfer of 
control of the local oscillator output frequency 
from the Sweep oscillator 20 to the automatic fre. 
quency control facilities occurs concurrently and 
simultaneously, so that immediately the signal 
carrier is located through operation of the sweep 
oscillator 20 and is transmitted through the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver, the re 
ception thereof is retained through the action of 
the automatic frequency control facilities. 
From the above explanation, it will be under 

stood that the sweep oscillator 20 is in the na-. 
ture of an automatic tuning device which func: 
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tions only during off-signal periods and then only 
for the purpose of locating a signal carrier Which 
may be radiated at any frequency within a small 
frequency range. It will also be understood that 
when a signal within this range is detected 
through the action of the SWeep oscillator, the 
operation of this Oscillator is immediately ar 
rested under the control of the muting appara 
tus. Thus, the muting apparatus performs the 
function of preventing undesired noise Voltages 
from being reproduced by the loudspeaker 8 
during off-signal periods and the additional func 
tion of controlling the Sweep oscillator 29 So...that 
it is only active during off-signal periods. More 
fundamentally, the noise response of the receiver 
is primarily relied upon not only to control the 
operation of the muting apparatus but also the 
operation of the sweep oscillator. 20. Thus it is 
clear that the operation of the sweep Oscillator 20 
is directly dependent upon the action of the mut 
ing apparatus. The operation of the muting ap 
paratus, on the other hand, is directly depend 
ent upon the magnitude of noise voltages appear 
ing at the output side of the frequency discrim 
inator 6. By virtue of the arrangement de 
Scribed above, the necessity for an operator in the 
field continuously to adjust the tuning elements 
of the receiver over a given frequency band for 
long periods of time in an effort to locate a signal 
which may be infrequency radiated at any fre 
quency. Within a band for only short intervais, is 
entirely eliminated. Moreover, the action of the 
Sweep oscillator in sweeping the local oscillator 
output frequency during off-signal periods, posi 
tively prevents the loss of any signal 'which may 
be radiated from a specific and important trans 
mitting point at any time within a long period. 
As previously pointed out, the apparatus shown 

in Fig. 3 of the drawings may be combined with 
that shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings to produce 
a system of simplified form having all of the 
operating characteristics described above. In 
general, the apparatus shown in Fig. 3 is substan 
tially identical with that illustrated in Fig. 2, the 
only difference being that in the Fig. 3 arrange 
ment a simplified version of the muting appara 
tus is provided. Thus it will be noted that the 
arrangement of the second limiter 5, the fre 
quency discriminator 6, the high pass filter 22. 
and the audio frequency amplifier f7, is identical 
with the arrangement of the corresponding ele 
ments provided in the apparatus shown in Fig. 2 
of the drawings. The muting apparatus is sim 
plified, however, in that the direct current ami 
plifier 24 and the muting oscillator and rectifier 
25 have been omitted therefrom. Thus, in the 
Fig. 3 arrangement, the noise voltage appearing 
at the outputside of the high pass filter is in 
pressed between the input electrodes of the noise 
ampliefier tube:23a, which in turn, is directly 
coupled to a diode rectifier circuit comprising the 
diode 23b. A suitable cathode biasing circuit 
comprising the fixed resistor. 90 and the adjust 
able resistor 88 is bridged across the available 
source of anode current for the purpose of im 
pressing a threshold bias upon the amplifier tube 
23a – which determines the magnitude of noise 
voltage required to effect muting of the audio fre 
quency amplifier 7. The adjustable resistor 88 
is by-passed for noise voltages by means of a con 
denser 89. Anode potential is applied to the am 
plifier tube, 23a through a resistor 91 and the 
amplified noise voltage appearing across-this re 
sistor is coupled into the diode rectifier circuit 
through the two coupling. Condensers. 92 and 93. 
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The indicated diode rectifier circuit includes, in 
addition to the diode 23b, a load resistor 94, and 
the voltage appearing across this resistor is ap 
plied to the control grid of the first audio fre 
quency amplifier tube Ta through a filter re 
sistor 95. . . . . 

Tin considering the operation of the muting ap 
paratus shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, it will be 
understood by reference to Fig. 6 of the drawings 
that in the total absence of a received signal, a 
substantial noise voltage appears across the out 
put resistors - 6a of the frequency discriminator 
i 6. The components of this voltage which are 
above the normal signal reproducing band of the 
receiver are transmitted through the high pass 
filter 22 and impressed between the input elec 
trodes of the amplifier tube 23d. When of suffi 
cient magnitude to overcome the threshold bias 
established by the setting of the adjustable re 
sistor 88, the noise voltage components appear in 
amplified form at the output side of the tube 23a. 
across the resistor 9. This noise voltage is im 
pressed across the space current path of the rec 
tifier tube 23b through the coupling condensers 
93 and 92 so that a rectified voltage is produced 
across the load resistor. 94. More specifically, the 
direction of noise current flow through the space 
current path of the diode 23b is such that a po 
tential which is negative with respect to ground 
is produced at the upper terminal of the load re 
sistor 94. This potential is of substantial mag 
nitude during off-signal periods when the noise 
voltage appearing at the output side of the fre 
quency discriminator f6 is of large magnitude, 
and is impressed through the filter resistor 95 be 
tween the input electrodes of the first audio fre 
quency amplifier tube Ta. The extent of this 
bias voltage is, in a properly designed noise am 
plifier and rectifier 23, of a sufficient order of 
magnitude to bias the first amplifier tube 7a. 
beyond cutoff, thereby to arrest space current 
flow through the two resistors 72 and 73 and to 
block the audio section of the receiver against 
signal transmission. 

If, following a period of no signal reception a 
desired signal is transmitted through the inter 
mediate frequency section of the receiver, the 
noise voltage appearing at the output side of the 
frequency discriminator. f6 is reduced to a very 
low value, as will be apparent from a reconsider 
ation of the characteristic noise curve shown in . 
Fig. 6 of the drawings. Incident to this reduc 
tion of the noise voltage and due to the action 
of the cathode biasing resistor 88, no noise volt 
age appears across the resistor. 9, with the result 
that the bias voltage developed across the diode 
load resistor 94 is reduced substantially to zero. 
When this voltage disappears, the first audio fre 
quency amplifier tube Ta is biased to a normal 
value, with the result that space current flow 
through this tube is resumed and the audio fre 
quency amplifier 7 is unblocked or opened to 
permit the audio frequency components of the 
received signal to be transmitted to the loud 
speaker 8 for reproduction. 
From the above explanation it will be under 

stood that during off-signal periods or in the total 
absence of a received signal carrier, space current 
flow through the amplifier tube. Ta is arrested, 
with the result that substantially the full voltage 
of the available anode current source appears be 
tween the terminal. 2a of the audio frequency 
amplifier, and ground. This voltage is of Sufi 
cient magnitude to effect the operation of the 
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above. On the other hand, immediately a signal 
is received, the bias applied between the input 
electrodes of the tube la is reduced to normal, 
space current flow through this tube is resumed, 
and the voltage between the terminal 72a and 
ground is reduced to a low value which is less 
than that required to sustain the operation of the 
sweep oscillator 20. Thus, the operation of the 
Sweep oscillator 20 is arrested when a signal is 
received. - It will be understood, therefore, that 
the muting apparatus, as shown in Fig. 3 of the 
drawing, is capable of controlling the Sweep Oscil 
lator 20 to effect the operation thereof during off 
signal periods and to arrest the operation thereof 
during signal reception, in the same manner as 
was described above with reference to the System 
formed by combining the circuits shown in Figs. 1 
and 2 of the drawings. It will also be understood 
that the mode of operation of the automatic fre 
quency control facilities during the period of Sig 
nal reception is exactly the same, regardless of 
whether the Fig. 2 arrangement or the Fig. 3 
arrangement of the muting apparatus is employed 
in the System. 
From the preceding explanation it will be un 

derstood that an exceedingly simple arrangement 
which is thoroughly positive and reliable in oper 
ation is provided for continuously adjusting the 
receiver for the reception of a signal Which may 
be only intermittently transmitted at any center 
carrier frequency within a given frequency band. 
It will also be understood that the provision of 
such facilities is of particular utility in receivers 
designed for military, police and other emergency 
work, which may be set to receive at a particular 
frequency over a long period of time during which 
signal transmission may occur only intermit 
tently. - 

While one embodiment of the invention has 
been disclosed, it will be understood that various 
modifications may be made therein, which are 
Within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a radio receiving System of the Super 

heterodyne type which includes a mixer stage 
followed by an intermediate frequency channel, a 
local oscillator associated With said mixer stage 
and the output frequency of Which determines 
whether a received carrier will be transmitted 
through or excluded from said channel, means 
for automatically controlling the output fre 
quency of said oscillator to maintain the fre 
quency of a carrier traversing Said channel sub 
stantially equal to the intermediate frequency, 
additional means for automatically and continu 
ously adjusting the output frequency of said oscil 
lator back and forth over a predetermined fre 
quency range during a period of no signal recep 
tion, and muting means for selectively rendering 
said two last-named means active and inactive 
and for preventing noise voltage translation in 
said system during a period of no signal re 
ception. - . . . . '' . . 

2. In a radio receiving system of the super 
heterodyne type which includes a mixer stage 
provided with a local oscillator, means for muting 
said System during periods of no Signal reception, 
and means responsive to operation of said muting 
means for changing the output frequency of Said 
local OScillator. 

3. In a radio receiving system of the super 
heterodyne type which includes a mixer stage pro 
vided with a local oscillator, means for muting 
said system during periods of no signal reception, 

sweep oscillator 20 in the exact manner explained 75 and means responsive to operation of said muting 
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means for continuously varying the Output fre 
quency of said oscillator back and forth over a 
predetermined frequency range during periods of 
no signal reception. 

4. In a wave signal receiving System, which in 
cludes a tunable circuit the tuning of Which de 
termines the frequency at Which a signal may be 
received by said. System, means for muting said 
system during periods of no signal reception, and 
means responsive to operation of said muting 
means for changing the tuning of Said circuit. 

5. In a radio receiving System. Which includes 
a tunable circuit the tuning of which determines 
the frequency at which a signal may be received 
by said System, means for muting Said System 
during periods of no signal reception, and means 
responsive to operation of Said muting means for 
continuously varying the tuning of Said circuit 
back and forth over a predetermined tuning range 
during periods of no signal reception. 

6. In a radio receiving System which is pro 
vided With a signal responsive device and includes 
a tunable circuit the tuning of which determines 
the frequency at Which a signal may be received, 
muting means responsive to noise Voltages ap 
pearing in said System in the absence of a re 
ceived signal for preventing said device from re 
sponding to the noise Voltages and responsive to 
the reception. Of a desired signal in the presence 
of noise Voltages for permitting Said device to re 
Spond to the desired Signal, and means respon 
sive to operation of Said muting means for auto 
matically and continuously varying the tuning 
of said circuit Over a predetermined tuning range 
only during a period of no signal reception in or 
der continuously to adjust said System for the re 
ception of any signal Within a given frequency 
range. 

7. In a radio receiving System which is provided 
with a signal responsive device and includes a 
tunable circuit the tuning of which determines 
the frequency at Which a signal may be received, 
muting means responsive to noise voltages ap 
pearing in said System in the absence of a received 
Signal for preventing said device from respond 
ing to the noise voltages and responsive to the 
reception of a desired signal in the presence of 
noise voltages for permitting said device to re 
spond to the desired signal, means responsive to 
the operation of said muting means for continu 
Ously adjusting the tuning of said circuit over a 
predetermined tuning range during an off-signal 
period when a signal is not being received, and 
automatic tuning means responsive to the trans 
mission of a signal through said system for main 
taining said circuit tuned substantially to the fre 
quency to Which it is adjusted by Said last-named 
means but controlled by variations in the fre 
quency of the received signal to correspondingly 
adjust the tuning of said circuit. 

8. In a radio receiving System of the super 
heterodyne type which includes an intermediate 
frequency. Section preceded by a mixer stage and 
followed by a signal responsive device, a local os 
Cillator associated with said mixer stage and the 
output frequency of which determines the fre 
quency at which a signal may be received, muting 
means responsive to noise Voltages appearing in 
said system in the absence of a received signal for 
preventing said device from responding to the 
noise voltages and responsive to the reception of 
a desired signal in the presence of noise voltages 
for permitting said device to respond to the de 
sired signal, and -means responsive to operation 
of said muting means for automatically and con 
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1. 1. 
tinuously varying the output frequency of said 
oscillator over a predetermined frequency range 
Only during a period of no signal reception in 
order continuously to adjust said system for the 
reception of any signal Within a given frequency 
range. 

9. In a radio receiving System of the super 
heterodyne type which includes an intermediate 
frequency Section preceded by a mixer stage, and 
followed by a signal responsive device, a local 
oscillator associated. With said mixer stage and 
the output frequency of which determines the 
frequency at which a signal may be received, 
muting means responsive, to noise Voltages, ap 
pearing in said system in the absence of a re 
ceived signal for preventing said device from re 
sponding to the noise voltages and responsive to 
the reception of a desired signal in the presence 
of noise voltages for permitting said device to 
respond to the desired signal, means responsive 
to operation of Said muting means for automati 
cally and continuously varying the output fre 
quency of said Oscillator over a predetermined 
frequency range only during a period of no signal 
reception in order continuously to adjust said 
System for the reception of any signal within a 
given frequency range, and automatic frequency 
control means operative during signal reception 
to maintain the output frequency of said oscil 
lator at substantially the value to Which it is ad 
justed by said last-named means, but controlled 
by variations in the frequency of the received 
signal to... correspondingly adjust the output fre 
quency of said oscillator. . . . 

10. In a radio receiving system of the frequency 
modulated type which includes a mixer stage, an 
intermediate frequency amplifier, limiter means 
and a frequency discriminator intercoupled in 
tandem in the order named, a local oscillator pro 
vided at said mixer stage, and means coupled to 
the output side of said discriminator for auto 
matically and continuously Sweeping... the output 
frequency of said oscillator back and forth over 
a predetermined frequency range. during a period 
of no signal reception in order continuously to 
adjust the system for the reception of any fre 
quency modulated carrier having a center fre 
quency Withina, given frequency range. . . . . . . . 

11. In a radio receiving System of the frequency 
modulated type which includes a mixer stage, an 
intermediate frequency amplifier, limiter means 
and a frequency discriminator intercoupled in 
tandem in the Order named, a local oscillator pro 
Vided at said mixer stage, means coupled to the 
Output side of Said discriminator and responsive 
to noise Voltages appearing in said system in the 
absence of a received signal for muting said sys 
tem, and means, responsive to operation of said 
muting means for automatically and continu 
ously. SWeeping the Output frequency of said oscil 
lator back and forth over a predetermined fre 
quency range during a period of no signal recep 
tion in Order continuously to adjust the system 
for the reception of any frequency modulated car 
rier having a center frequency within a given 
frequency range. 

12. In a radio receiving system of the fre 
quency modulated type which includes a mixer 
stage, an intermediate frequency amplifier, lim 
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iter means and a frequency discriminator inter 
coupled in tandem in the order named, a local os 
cillator provided at said mixer stage, means cou 
pled to the output side of said discriminator for 
automatically and continuously sweeping the out 
put frequency of said Oscillator back and forth 
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over a predetermined frequency range during a 
period of no signal reception in order continu 
ously to adjust the system for the reception of 
any frequency modulated carrier having a center 
frequency within a given frequency range, and 
automatic frequency control means for taking 
over the control of said oscillator output fre 
quency during a period of signal reception. 

13. In a radio receiving system of the fre 
quency modulated type which includes a mixer 
stage provided with a local Oscillator and a tun 
ing oscillator, limiter means and a frequency dis 
criminator intercoupled in tandem in the order 
named, the method of Operation which comprises 
selecting and rectifying noise voltages appearing 
at the outputside of said System during a period 
of no signal reception, utilizing the rectified noise 
voltages to mute the system against response to 
the noise voltages, utilizing said rectified noise 
voltages to so control said tuning Oscillator as to 
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continuously vary the output frequency back and 
forth over a predetermined frequency range, and 
utilizing a component of the voltage appearing at 
the output side of Said discriminator during a pe 
riod of signal reception to control the Output fre 
quency of said oscillator in accordance with vari 
ations in the center frequency of the receive 
signal from a predetermined value. - 

14. In a radio receiving channel which includes 
a plurality of tandem connected stages, muting 
apparatus coupled to said channel at a point 
therealong and automatically operative to mute 
said channel during periods of no signal recep 
tion, a tunable signal selecting circuit provided 
in at least one of the stages which precedes the 
point at which said muting apparatus is coupled 
to said channel, and means responsive to opera 
tion of said muting apparatus for automatically 
varying the tuning of said circuit over a predeter 
mined tuning range. - 

15. In a radio receiving System which is pro 
vided with a signal responsive device and includes 
a tunable circuit the tuning of which determines 
the signal frequency at which a signal may be 
received, means for preventing said device from 
responding to noise voltages appearing in said 
System during off-signal periods and responsive to 
the reception of a desired signal for permitting 
said device to respond to the desired signal, and 
means responsive to the operation of said last 
named means for varying the tuning of said cir 
cuit over a predetermined tuning range during 
off-signal periods, thereby continuously to adjust 
the system for the reception of any signal within 
a given frequency range. 
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16. In a radio receiving system which includes 

a signal transmission channel and at least one 
tunable circuit the tuning of which determines 
the signal frequency at which a signal may be 
received, an oscillator, means responsive to oper 
ation of said oscillator for varying the tuning of 
said circuit Over a predetermined tuning range, 
and means responsive solely to noise voltages ap 
pearing in said system in the absence of a re 
ceived signal for initiating operation of said Os 
cillator and responsive to the appearance of a sig 
nal voltage in Said System for arresting the op 
eration of said Oscillator. 

17. In a frequency modulated radio receiver 
which includes, in the Order named, a mixer 
stage, an intermediate frequency section pro 
vided with frequency selective circuits tuned to a 
predetermined center frequency, and a frequency 
discriminator operative to develop a bias voltage 
which varies in polarity with deviations in the 
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center frequency, of an intermediate frequency 
signal in different senses from said predetermined 
frequency and in magnitude with the extent of 
variation of the center frequency of said inter 
mediate frequency signal away from said prede 
termined frequency; a local oscillator included in 
said mixer stage to effect frequency conversion 
at said stage and provided With a circuit tun 
able over a predetermined frequency range to ef 
fect signal selection, an electron discharge tube 
including a control grid and provided with a Space 
current path intercoupled With Said circuit to 
vary the tuning of said circuit in opposite Senses 
as the voltage on said control grid is varied in 
correspondingly opposite Senses, and a conductive 
path for impressing the bias Voltage developed by 
said discriminator on said grid in the correct 
Sense to minimize variations in the center fre 
quency of an intermediate frequency signal trav 
ersing the intermediate frequency section of said 
receiver, and means responsive to the cessation 
of a received signal for continuously varying the 
bias on said control grid to vary the tuning of 
said circuit over a predetermined tuning range. 

18. In a frequency modulated radio receiver 
which includes, in the order named, a mixer stage, 
an intermediate frequency section provided with 
frequency selective circuits tuned to a predeter 
mined center frequency, and a frequency dis 
Criminator operative to develop a bias Voltage 
which varies in polarity with deviations in the 
center frequency of an intermediate frequency 
signal in different senses from said predetermined 
frequency and in magnitude with the extent of 
variation of the center frequency of said inter 
mediate frequency signal away from said prede 
termined frequency; a local OScillator, included 
in said mixer stage to effect frequency conversion 
at said stage and provided with a circuit tunable 
over a predetermined frequency range to effect 
signal selection, an electron discharge tube in 
cluding a control grid and provided with a Space 
current path intercoupled With said circuit to 
vary the tuning of said circuit in opposite senses 

S as the voltage on said control grid is varied in 
correspondingly opposite senses, and a conductive 
path for impressing the bias voltage developed by 
said discriminator on Said grid in the correct 
sense to minimize variations in the center fre 
quency of an intermediate frequency signal trav 
ersing the intermediate frequency section of said 
receiver, means responsive to the cessation of a 
received signal for preventing translation of noise 
voltages appearing in said receiver, and means 
responsive to the operation of said last-named 
means for continuously varying the bias on said 
control grid to vary the tuning of said circuit 
over a predetermined tuning range. 

19. In a frequency modulated radio receiver 
which includes, in the order named, a mixer stage, 
an intermediate frequency section provided with 
frequency selective circuits tuned to a predeter 
mined center frequency, and a frequency dis 
criminator operative to develop a bias voltage 
which varies in polarity with deviations in the 
center frequency of an intermediate frequency 
signal in different senses from said predeter 
mined frequency and in magnitude with the ex 
tent of variation of the center frequency of said 
intermediate frequency signal away from said 
predetermined frequency; a local oscillator in 
cluded in said mixer stage and provided with a 
circuit tunable over a predetermined frequency 
range to effect signal Selection, an electron dis 
charge tube including a control grid and provided 
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with a space current path intercoupled with said 
circuit to vary the tuning of said circuit in Oppo 
site senses as the voltage on said control grid is 
varied in correspondingly opposite senses, and a 
conductive path for impressing the bias voltage 
developed by said discriminator on said grid in 
the correct sense to minimize variations in the 
center frequency of an intermediate frequency 
signal traversing the intermediate frequency sec 
tion of said receiver, means responsive solely to 10 
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noise voltages appearing in said receiver in the 
absence of a received signal for preventing trans 
lation of the noise voltages by the receiver, and 
an oscillator operative in response to operation 
of said last-named means to continuously vary 
the bias on said control grid so that the tuning 
of said circuit is varied over a predetermined 
tuning range. - 

HENRY MAGNUSKI. 

  

  

  

    

      

  


