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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, EDWARD L. MUELLER,
of St. Louis, in the county of St. Louis and
State of Missouri,have invented a certain Im-
proved Egg-Crate, of which the following is
a specification: .

The common egg-crate or carrier consists
-of a case containing layers of nests or series
of squares formed of pasteboard or similar
material, in which the eggs are placed and
safely protected from injury. My invention
relates to the manner of and peculiar pattern
for forming the nests or squares, and to cer-
tain detail arrangement and construction of
parts, all of which will now more fully ap-
pear.

Of the drawing, Figurel is a perspective
-view,showing a frame orlayer of my improved
construction. Fig.2 represents a perspective
view of the manner, or is a pattern.showing
the material folded to form egg-nests.- Fig.3
is a detail section. ’

The simple and peculiar formation of my
improved egg-nests is as follows: A strip of
pasteboard or other suitable material has one
part thereof folded in manner and form clear-
ly shown in the pattern A, (see Fig. 2.) The
corner edges of the strips are bent inwardly,
as at @, then, leaving sufficient space, a suita-
ble number of folds are made to create the
side wall of squares. This peculiar pattern
A creates squares or egg-nests B, but leaves
oneof their sides open. To close this the same
strip Is simply refolded so as to form an outer
side wall, b. (See Figs. 1 and 2.) Thus one
section is formed with part of ifs squares
properly closed and part thereof remaining
open, but all facing the inner side. To close
the inner side of the remaining squares B a
further section of the completed pattern A is
arranged alongside of the first. In this man-

ner the first section is entirely complete, and
but part of the second series of squares -re-
mains open, to be similarly closed by the ad-
dition of the third section. Section after sec-
tion are, therefore, placed alongside of each
other, the walls b closing the open squares -
until the required size of a frame or layer O
is made. - The last open side of squares to the
left is closed by a separate side wall or strip,
¢. (See I'ig. 1.) To retain in proper position
such square B, its side walls, directly in con-
tact with a straight strip, b or ¢, are secured
together by ordinary adhesive matter, and,
further, the entire frame C can be braced by
the pasting of a proper band, C/, around it.
The frames or layers C are placed, as usual,
within a suitable box or case.

The strength of the material used is main-
tained and the doubling of part side walls of
the squares adds further durability, and the
entire frame -éan thus be handled, lifted out,
and returned into the case with ready surety
and permanency. Between each layer a dia-
phragm, ¢!, interposes. This has recesses ¢*
formed to receive and protect the point of the
eggs when vertically seated in their nests.
(See Fig. 3.)

Having thus fully described my said inven-
tion, what I claim is—

An egg-carrier formed of a series of strips
having one portion of each bent at right an-
gles and folded, as shown and described, in
connection with diaphragm ¢!, for separating
oune series from another.

In testimony of said invention I have here-
unto set my hand in presence of witnesses.

L EDWARD L. MUELLER.

Witnesses :
WiLLiAM W. HERTHEL,
CHRS. ROUSSEAU.




