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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 474,906, dated May 17, 1892.
Application filed October 5, 1891, Serial No, 407,761, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, CHARLES L. GOODRIDGE,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Port-
land, in the county of Cumberland and State
of Maine, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Devices for Closing or

- Locking Keyholes; and I do hereby declare
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the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and usé the same. '

My invention relates to that class of key-
hole-guards wherein a sliding plate is used to
cover the keyhole, said plate being operated
by the key when inserted from the side of the
lock opposite to that where the sliding plate

is mounted. In these keyhole-guards it is.

desirable to provide a support for the inner
end of the key and to prevent the ward of the
key from interfering with the operation of the
plate. Inmydevice I mountthesliding plate
on the inner surface of the lock, and around
the inside of the keyhole I place a boss, which
forms a gunide for the sliding plate and which
also forms a bearing for the spindle of the
key and offsets the ward of the key in such a
way that it cannot interfere with the slide.

In theaccompanying drawings I have illus-
trated a lock to which my invention has been
applied. ‘

Inthe drawings, Figure 1 represents my at-
tachment in elevation on the inside of a plate
of thelock, onesideof thelock being removed.
Fig. 2 is a transverse section on line y % of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa transverse section, the same
as Fig. 2, showing my attachment on both
sides of a lock; and Fig. 4 is a view of the
end of the key.

A represents the casing of a tumbler-lock of
any ordinary construetion. The twosides of
thelock I shall hereinafter term the* plates”
of the lock.

B represents the main bolt of the lock,and
C is the key. The key C has a ward which
contains on the edge next the end of the key
a projection ¢, extending out from the end of
the ward. The opposite edge ¢/, I prefer to
make plain,for thereasons hereinafter shown,
A sliding plate D is arranged to slide longi-
tudinally, so that it may cover the keyhole a.
I here show the plate D as held in guides

against the inside of the plate of thelock and.

arranged so that it may slide to bring its in-
ner end across the keyhole. The lower edge
of the plate D is held -by a flange d and the

~upper edge by a boss E, which is secured on

the inner surface of the plate of the lock and
surrounds the keyhole. Thelower portion of
the boss is offset, leaving a space in which the
end of the plate D slides. The particularuse
of this boss will appear later on.in the de-
seription.

Directly above the boss R is a sliding bolt
F and tumbler G, similar in construction, as
here shown, to the locking bolt and tumbler
of an ordinary tumbler-lock. The tumbler is
operated- by a spring H in the usual way.

I make no claim on the particular form of
bolt and tumbler here shown, nor do I wish to
limit myself thereto. The bolt F and tum-
bler G are constructed so that they will ex-
tend out from the plate of the lock aless dis-
tance than the surface of the boss. This is
done in order that the inner ward of the key
will clear them when the key is turned. If
the inner edge of the ward is not straight, they
must set in sufficiently so that the ward will
clear them. The bolt I is pushed back and
forth by the projection ¢ on the end of the
ward, which follows around the edge of the
boss E, as shown in Fig. 2. - The plate D is
attached to the bolt F and moves back and
forth with it.

It will now be clear how my device operates.
Assuming that the key is inserted from the
inside of the door in Fig. 2, the keyhole-lock-
ing device will be outside. The projection ¢
on the key extends down by the edge of the
boss, but not sufficiently far to touch the plate
D. As the key turns to throw the main bolt
forward the projection ¢ on the ward also
throws the bolt F forward and slides the plate
D over the keyhole, locking it in place there
as the bolt F is locked by the tumbler. The
key may now be withdrawn and the outer
keyhole will be closed and locked until the
door is unlocked from the opposite side, when
the plate D will be pushed back in the same
manner that it was pushed forward.

In Fig. 3-1T show how my device may be ap-
plied to both keyholes of alock. It is neces-

sary to have the inside edge of the ward
straight, or so formed that it will swing free
from the bolt and tumbler next to the key-
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hole in which the key is inserted, as is seen
in dotted lines in Fig. 8. It will be seen that

_ the boss E has two functlons—n.unelv onone

side it keeps the projection ¢ from strlkmv
the plate D and on the other it prevents t.he
inner edge of the ward from striking the bolt
and tumbler adjacent to it. _

Various modifications of the device herein

shown can be made while keeping within the -

spirit.of my invention.

I claim—

In a lock, a sliding bolt on one side of said
lock, a tumbler for locking the same, a plate

474,906

attached to said bolt for closing the keyhole,
and a bossaroundtheinsideofsaid keyhole for
offsetting the ward of the key, combined with
the key having a projection on its ward for
throwing the bolt and lifting the tumbler,
substantially as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES L. GOODRIDGE.
Witnesses:
S. W. BATES,.
B. S. HAYWARD.
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