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MPROVEMENT IN SHEET METAL FRUIT CANS 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 113, 11, dated March 28, 1871. 

To all chon it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CoLUMBUs F. STUR 

GIS, of Buena Vista, in the county of Monroe 
and State of Alabama, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Sheet-Metal Fruit 
Cans; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing, 
forming part of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved 
fruit-can, partly in section to show the con 
struction, taken through the line aca, Fig. 3. 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same, partly in 
section, through the line y 9, Fig. 3, to show 
the construction. Fig. 3 is a top view of the 
same. Fig. 4 is the same view as Fig. 3, the 
fop plate and fastening being removed, and 
showing a modified form of the opening. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre. 
Sponding parts. 
My invention has for its object to furnish 

an improved fruit-can made in parts, so that 
it Inay be conveniently nested for transporta 
tion, and that the parts may be easily put to 
gether by the user of the can, and which shall 
at the same time be cheaply and readily made, 
and without waste of the material; and it 
ConsistS in the construction of the various 
parts of the can, as hereinafter more fully de 
scribed. 
The can is made in two equal parts, AB, 

Which are to be connected to each other at 
the middle of the can. The parts A B are 
rectangular in their cross-section, and slightly 
tapering from the connecting edges toward 
their other ends, which form the bottom and 
top of the can. 
The sides of the parts AB, I prefer to make 

in one piece, bent to form the angles or cor 
ners, and with their edges seamed or joined 
to each other at one angle or in the middle of 
one side. 
The top a? and bottom b of the can are 

formed of rectangular pieces, notched at their 
corners, and with their four side edges bent 
inward to lie along the sides of the parts AB, 
as shown in Figs. I and 2, where they are se. 
curely soldered in place. 

In putting the ends a b' into the parts AB 
a wooden block or former is used, upon the 
end of which the said ends are placed, and 
the body of the parts A B is slipped down 
over the former-block until the outer end of 
the surface is flush, or nearly so, with the 
edges of the said parts A. B. This construc 
tion leaves a groove to receive the solder by 
which the ends are secured in place. 
I prefer to allow the edges of the lower 

part, B, to project a little beyond the bottom 
or end b', so that the can will stand upon said 
edges, and said bottom or end will not be in 
contact with the surface upon which the can 
stands. 
The edges of three sides of one of the parts, 

as B, of the can are turned outward, as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2, to form flanges, and the 
edges of three of the sides of the other part, 
as A, are turned outward and then inward, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, to form grooves to re 
ceive the edges or flanges of the other part, 
so that the two parts may be conveniently 
slipped together. 
The edges of the fourth sides of the parts A 

B may be straight, so as to overlap each other; 
or the edge of the one part, as B, may be bent 
inward to form a flange, and the edge of the 
other part, as A, may be bent inward and out 
Ward to form a groove, to receive said flange, 
so that when the two parts are slid together 
the edges of all four sides of the two parts 
may be interlocked. 
The interlocked edges of the two parts may 

be closed down upon each other with a ham 
mer, and the seams sealed with shellac, Var. 
nish, cement, or other suitable material. 
In the top end, af, of the can is formed an 

opening for the introduction of the fruit or 
other substance. This opening may beformed 
by cutting out a piece, as shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, or by cutting cross-slits in the end af, as 
shown in Fig. 4, forming angular flaps, which 
may be turned up to receive the fruit and then 
turned down again into place. The opening, 
however formed, is covered with a cap, C, fit 
ting closely upon the top or end a', and sealed 
with shellac, varnish, cement, or other suita. 
ble material. 
The cap C may be still further secured in 

  



2 13,11 

place by a key, D, passed across it and at their edges by flange and groove, com 
through keepers attached to the top or end a, bined, as described, with corner-notched top 
as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4. and bottom a l', for the purpose specified. 
Having thus described my invention, I COLUMBUS F. STURGIS. 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Witnesses: 
Patent- J. J. FINKLEA, 
Two rectangular sections, A B, interlocked H. H. STURGIS. 

  


