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To all whom it may concern

Be it lmown that I, Jacor R. BurkHARDT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Springfield, in the county of Clark and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useéful ITmprovements in Burial-Caskets,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
burial caskets, particularly to that type of
caskets in which provision is made for her-
metically sealing the same but allowing the
interior of the casket to be exposed to view
when the outer lid or casing is removed by
the employment of a glass plate forming a
part of the seal. - o

The object of my invention is to improve
the means for securing this glass plate in
positien by providing securing " devices
which are not only more economical than
the old form of securing devices, but facili-
tate the installation of the glass and secure
the same in position in a more effective way.

In the accompanying drawings:—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a portion
of a casket showing my improvement ap-
plied thereto.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section of
a portion of the same, the section being on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 8 is an enlarged longitudinal section
of a portion of the same.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the
securing devices.

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing
a modified form of securing device.

In the drawings, 1 represents the main
body of a casket, which is in the present case
formed of metal and 2 represents the top
thereof of the usual construction. A shelf
is provided for the inner sealing portion,

- shown in the present case as a single piece
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of metal 8, soldered or otherwise secured to
the top edge of the main body portion 1
and bhent to form a channel to receive a rein-
forcing metallic strip 4.

The 1nner casket top which forms the seal
consists of a metallic portion 5 and a glass
plate 6. The lower edge of the metallic
portion is bent to form a channel to receive
a reinforeing metallic strip 7 and is secured
to_the shelf 8 by screws 8; gaskets 10 of
suitable material being placed between the
parts to form an air tight joint.

The upper edge of the metallic top por-
tion 5 is bent to form an inner channel to

receive cement 11, which has been a common
construction, and provision is made for
pressing the glass plate 6 up against this
cement and holding it there, the cement be-
ing for the purpose of not only assisting
In securing the plate in position but also
to form an air tight joint. ‘

My improvement consists in the peculiar
means for. pressing and holding the glass
plate in position and consists of a series of
clips 12, 1n connection with a series of keep-
ers 13. The keepers are each of right-angu-
lar form, one portion of which is preferably
soldered to the under side of part 5 and the
other portion of which projects downwardly
in a vertical direction. “Each clip is formed
of a strip of slightly bowed flat spring
metal having its ends 122 and 12® bent back
but spaced away from the main body there-
of, with the distance between the extreme
ends substantially the same as the thickness
of the keeper 13. Each keeper is provided
with an aperture 14 through which, the clips
are inserted as indicated in dotted lines in
Fig. 2, the portion 19» giving or springing
sufficiently to allow the clip to be projected
through the aperture and afterward spring-
ing down to the position shown in full lines
in Fig. 2 so as to retain the clip in position.
To facilitate the insertion of the clip
through the aperture the same is preferably
crimped or closed up at the point indicated
by 12¢. After the clip has been inserted in
position it will be seen that one end thereof
will bear against the metallic portion 5* and
the other end thereof against the glass plate
6 with a yielding pressure, forcing the glass
plate against the cement 11 and retaining it
there; the portions 192 and 190 co-acting
with the keeper below the aperture therein
to prevent displacement of the clip.

In Tig. 5 there is shown a modification in
which the clip is shown in the form of a
slightly bowed flat strip of spring metal
15 having but one of its ends 15 bent back.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim :—

1. In a structure of the character de-
scribed, a top provided with an opening, a
glass plate for closing said opening, the
edge of the top about the opening overlying
said glass plate, a series of apertured keep-
ers projecting downwardly from said top
along the edge of said plate with the aper-
tures beneath the same, and resilient devices
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arranged to be inserted through said aper-
tures and bear against the under side of said
plate. ‘

2. In a structure of the character de-
scribed, a top having an opening, a glass
plate for closing said opening, the edge of
the top about said opening having a cement
receiving channel on the underside thereof
which overlies said plate, a series of keepers
projecting downwardly from said top with
the apertures thereof beneath the plate, and
a series of resilient devices insertible in said
apertures and bearing against said plate to
hold the same against said channel.

3. In a structure of the character de-
seribed, a top provided with an opening, a
glass plate for closing said opening, the
edge of the top about the opening overlying
said glass plate, a series of apertured keep-
ers projecting downwardly from said top
with' the apertures extended  below said
plate, and a series of flat springs insertible
through said apertures and bearing against
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the under surface of said glass plate, said
springs being so formed as to prevent dis-
placement thereof. ’

4. In u structure of the character de-

25

scribed, a top provided with an opening, a

glass plate for closing said opening, the
edge ol the top about the opening overlying
said glass plate, a series of apertured keep-

ers projecting dowawardly from said top

with the apertures extended below said
plate, and a series of ‘flat’ springs insertible
through said apertures and bearing against
the under surface of ‘said glass plate, each
of said springs being bent back at each end

with the extreme ends thereof Iying in close

proximity to the corresponding keeper.
In testimony whereof, T have hereunto set
my hand this Tth day of April, 1917.
JACOB R. BURKHARDT.
Witnesses: ‘ o
Cmarrns H. Hisor,
Cmas. . 'Wercs.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Qommissioner of Patentd,
Washington, D..C.”
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