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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
RICHARD A. WHALL OF ATHOT, INIASSACHUSETTS. 

TENT. 

1,260,62. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 26, 1918. 
Application filed April 14, 1917. Serial No. 16,981. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, RICHARD A. WHALL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Athol, in the county of Worcester and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Tents, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention is embodied in a tent struc 

ture adapted to be folded in the form of a 
blanket roll and carried by a soldier, and to 
be erected or adjusted for use either by itself 
to form a tent to shelter one man, or with 
a duplicate tent structure to form a tent to 
shelter two or more men, each structure con 
stituting a unit of a sectional tent, so that 
two soldiers, each carrying a unit, may com 
E. their units into a tent accommodating 
oth. 
The invention is characterized chiefly by 

the improvements hereinafter described pro 
viding for the conversion of the said tent, 
structure or unit, when used alone, into a 
shelter tent closed at one side and at both 
ends (the other side being open) and having 
a floor forming a part of the structure, or 
into a floorless shelter tent closed at both 
sides and ends, two of said units being 
adapted to be assembled to form a relatively 
large tent either with or without a floor. 
Of the accompanying drawings forming a 

part of this specification - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tent 

structure embodying the invention, erected 
or adjusted as a shelter tent, closed at one 
side and at both ends and open at the oppo 
site side. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view, showing two 
units adjusted as shown by Fig. 1, and as 
sembled to form a tent closed on all sides, 
the structures shown by Figs. 1 and 2 includ ing a fioor portion. 

Fig. 2 is a section on line 2-2 of Fig.2. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the 

two units assembled to form a floorless tent, 
adapted for officers or hospital use. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a 
single unit, erected or adjusted to form a 
floorless shelter tent closed at opposite sides 
and partly closed at the ends. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the 
unit erected or adjusted to form a floorless 
shelter tent open at one side only, and hav 
Singa can?py projecting from the open side. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view showing a portion 

flat condition preparatory to being folded 
into a blanket roll. 

Fig. 7 is a section on line 7-7 of Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 is a plan view showing the unit com 

pletely folded and in condition to be rolled 
to form a so-called blanket roll. 

Fig. 9 is a side view of a roll formed by 
rolling the unit while it is in the condition represented by Fig. 8. 

Fig. 10 shows the blanket roll illustrated by Fig. 9, doubled upon itself to reduce its length. 
Fig. 11 is a section on line 11-11 of Fig. 8. 
The same reference characters indicate the 

same parts in all of the figures. 
A tent structure or unit embodying my 

invention includes a substantially rectangul 
lar body composed of the portions 12, 13 and 
14 of any suitable fabric, which may be 
Waterproofed or not, and either made in one 
piece, or in a plurality of pieces stitched together. 
To opposite ends of the portions 12 and 

13 are attached substantially triangular flies 
or end portions 15. 
The outer edge of the portion 12 is pro 

vided with a flange or extension 16 forming 
one side of a ridge or pocket, as best shown by Figs, 6 and 7. 
16, which may be either a small rope or a 
strip of strong tape, is secured at the junc 

- tion of the extension 16 with the body por 
tion 12, as indicated by Figs. 6 and 7. 
To the body is attached at one edge a, 

flexible strip or fiange 17, extending parallel 
with the edge having the extension 16 and 
adapted to perform different functions, as 
hereinafter described. 
A tent structure or unit constructed as de 

scribed, is adapted to be erected or adjusted 
for various useful purposes, as I will now 
describe. - 

Fig. 1 shows the structure or unit erected 
to form a shelter tent having an inclined 
wall formed by the portion 12, a vertical 
wall formed by the portion 13, a floor 
formed by the portion 14, and ends formed 
by the flies or end pieces 15. The flange 1 
projects from the obtuse angle formed by 
the intersection of the portions 12 and 13, 
and constitutes an eave strip having the 
same inclination as the portion 12, and 
adapted to conduct water outwardly from 
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ported by vertical poles 20, inserted at their 
lower ends in the ground, the upper ends 
projecting into the pocket, at the ridge of 
the structure. Suitable guy ropes 21 and 
22 may be provided and these may be con 
nected with pegs 23 driven into the ground. 

Fig.2 shows a tent formed by assembling 
two of the units erected as shown by Fig. 1, 
the floor portions 14 of Said traits meeting 
and forming a coltinuous floor. The meet 
ing edges of the politions 14 may be laced 
together, or otherwise connected. As a 
means for Securing lacing colds have 
shown the outer edges of the portions 14 
provided with holes reinforced by eyelets 
or gromets 24. The extension 16 of one unit 
overlaps the extension of the other unit, as 
shown by Fig. 2", said extensions forming a 
ridge composed of a plurality of thick 
nesses. The extensions 16 and the body por 
tion 12 are provided with coinciding holes 
25 and 26 (Figs. 6 and 7) to receive lacings 
or fastening cords. The flies 15 are pro 
vided with holes 27, preferably arranged in 
two series, as shown by Fig. 6, and adapted 
to receive lacings whereby the flies of the 
two units may be laced together, or the flies 
of one unit may be laced to the poles 20. In 
this embodiment of the invention the guy 
ropes 21 may extend outwardly from the 
opposite ends of the tent. 

Fig. 3 shows a tent adapted for officers’ 
or hospital use, the ridge being elevated suf 
ficiently to convert the portions i4 into ex 
tensions of the politions 13, said portions 13 
and 14 forming vertical walls and the tent 
being fooleSS. The vacant Spaces at 30 be 
low the flies 15 may be filled in by pieces 
provided for that purpose. 

Fig. 4 shows a floorless tent formed by a 
'single unit or stiructure, the fiange 17 being 
at the top of the tent and forming a ridge. 
The body portion 12 forms one of the in 
clined side Walls of the tent, and the por 
tions 13 and 14 collectively form the oppo 
'site inclined side wall. The flies 15 extend 
across and partially close the ends of the 
tent, each fly partially overlapping the in 
clined portion 12, as indicated by dotted 
lines in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 5 shows a single structure or unit 
erected or adjusted to form a shelter tent 
open at one side and having a horizontal 
awning, formed in part by the portion 14, 
and in part by the portion 13. The portion 
12 and flange 17 collectively forman in 
clined wall, and the flies 15 form the ver 
tical sides of the tent. The body of the tent 
is supported by vertical poles 81 and guy 
ropes 32, and the outer end of the awning 
is supported by vertical poles 33 and guy 
ropes 34. The portion 14 may be detached 
from the poles 33 and adjusted to close the 
front side of the tent. - 

i 65 . The algve-described tunit is adapted to be 

the relatively high vertical Wall. 
tensions 16 at the upper edge of each roof 
portion 12, and Suitable fastenings engaged 
with the holes 25 in said extensions, consti 
tute means for engaging the upper edge of 
the other roof portion, and the holes 24 in 
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conveniently folded into a compact roll 
which may include a blanket, the unit being 
first spread out flat as indicated by Fig. 6, 
then folded as indicated by Fig. 8, then 
rolled as indicated by Fig. 9, and finally 
doubled as indicated by Fig. 10, to reduce 
the length of the roll. 

Four units erected as shown by Fig. 1, 
may be assembled to form a hollow square 
or wigwam, so that a small fire built in the 
said square will radiate heat and light for 
the occupants of the several tents. 
A tent erected or adjusted by each of the 

figures of the drawing is accessible from 
either the front or the rear end, so that in 
the event of a sudden call for action con 
fusion is obviated. 
The portion 12, as shown by Figs. 1, 2, 

and 3, constitutes an inclined Wall or roof 
portion, and the portion 13 constitutes either 
a relatively low vertical wall portion, as 
shown by Figs. 1 and 2, or a part of a rela 
tively high wall portion, as shown by Fig. 
3, the flange, or flanges 17 being located at 
the intersection of the said roof and wall 
portions and coöperating with the ropes 22 
in maintaining the angular relation of said 
portions. 
The portions 14 as shown by Fig. 2, con 

stitute a sectional fioor, covering the entire 
ground area of the tent, while as shown by 
Fig. 3, said portions 14 constitute parts of 

The ex 

the outer edge of each floor portion 14, and 
suitable fastenings coöperating with said 
holes, constitute means for engaging the 
corresponding edge of the other Hoor por 
tion. - 

The portions 13 and 14 constitute la con 
vertible extension of the portion 12, that 
part of Said extension which is formed by 
the portion 14, having free lateral edges 1, i. 
Figs. 3 and 4, and a free longitudinal edge 
2, between the lateral edges. Said converti 
ble extension is adapted either to be bent, 
to form a relatively low vertical wall and a 
horizontal floor as shown by Figs. 1 and 2, 
or to be vertically disposed and form a rela 
tively high vertical wall as shown by Fig. 
3. The flies 15 are permanently attached 
only to the portions 12 and 13, and are free 
from permanent attachment to the extension 
portion i4, the free edges 1, i, being there 
fore independent of the flies. . 
I claim: - 1. A convertible terit structure comprising a Substantially rectangular body of sheet 

imaterial including an inclined wall portion 
-12, and a convertible extension joined there :??h?awing:8late:edges Bad 2 ??8 186 
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longitudinal edge between said lateral edges, 
said convertible extension being adapted 
either to be bent to form a relatively low 
vertical wall and a horizontal floor, or to be 
vertically disposed to form a relatively high 
vertical wall, and substantially triangular 
fies attached to opposite edges of the por 
tion 12, and to portions of said extension, 
said flies being adapted to coöperate, as 
shown, with the portion 12 and the convert 
ible extension, said structure being adapted 
for use as a relatively small tent, and as a 
unit of a larger tent. 

2. A convertible tent structure comprising 
a substantially rectangular body of sheet 
material including an inclined wall portion 
12, and a convertible extension joined there 
to and having free lateral edges and a free 
longitudinal edge between said lateral edges, 
said convertible extension being adapted 
either to be bent to form a relatively low 
vertical wall and a horizontal floor, or to be vertically disposed to form a relatively high 
vertical wall, a flange strip attached to the 
body at the junction of the portion 12 with 
the convertible extension, and substantially 
triangular flies attached to opposite edges 
of the portion 12 and to portions of said ex 
tension, said flies being adapted to coöperate, 
as shown, with the portion 12 and the con 
vertible extension, said flange being adapted 
to engage guy ropes and form an eave strip 
which is continuous with the portion 12, 
said structure being adapted for use as a 
relatively small tent, and as a unit of a larger tent. 

3. A convertible tent structure comprising a substantially rectangular body of sheet 
material including a wall portion 12, having 
at one edge an extension 16 forming one side 
of a ridge which is internally reinforced, 
and a convertible extension joined to the 
opposite edge of the portion 12 and having 
free lateral edges and a free longitudinal 
edge between said lateral edges, said con 
vertible portion being adapted either to be 

3. 

bent to form a relatively low vertical wall 
and a horizontal floor, or to be vertically 
disposed to form a relatively high vertical 
wall, and substantially triangular flies at 
tached to opposite edges of the portion 12, 
and to opposite ends of the extension 16, 
said flies being adapted to cooperate as 
shown, With said portion 12 and said con 
vertible extension, and said extension 16 
forming, with the portion 12 and the said 
flies, a tent peak and a pole-engaging pocket, 
said structure being adapted for use as a 
relatively small tent, and as a unit of a 
larger tent in which the extension 16 of one 
unit overlaps the extension 16 of the other unit. 

4. A convertible tent structure comprising 
a substantially rectangular body of sheet 
material, a flange strip 1 attached to said 
body between two opposite edges thereof, 
the said body including a portion 12 extend 
ing in one direction from the flange strip 
and adapted to form an inclined side wall, 
and portions 13 and 14 extending in the 
opposite direction from said strip and 
adapted to conjointly form either a rela 
tively low vertical wall and a floor, the 
flange forming an eave strip, a relatively 
high vertical wall, the flange forming an 
eave strip, an inclined side wall having an 
opposite inclination from the side wall 
formed by the portion 12, the flange forming 
a ridge strip, or a horizontal a Wning pro 
jecting from the upper edge of the inclined 
wall formed by the portion 12, the flange 
forming an extension of the last-mentioned 
portion, and substantially triangular flies 15 
attached to the other opposite edges of said 
body and adapted to form vertical trian 
gular walls, said structure being adapted to 
form either an independent, shelter tent of 
various forms, or a unit of a larger tent, 
substantially as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof i have affixed my signature. 

RICHARD A. WHALL. 
copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Pateats, 

Washington, D.C.' 
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