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To all whom it may concerm: _

Be it known that I, JOHN DEHN, a citizen
.of the United States of America, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Books, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. ’

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments-in books of that class which have de-
tachable and adjustable covers and in which
the filler or body portion of the book is in
tab or block form and provided with suitable
printed matter, such as receipts or the like,
and adapted, when these blank receipts are
all filled in, to be removed and another blank
tab inserted in ifs place. It is not essential
that the filler be in tab or block form, as the
sheets may be separate, but when gummed
together at one end can beused with greater
convenience and are therefore preferable.

‘The object of my present inventionis to pro-
duce ‘abook of this elass; but more particu-
larly the invention pertains to the cover there-
for, which shall be easily removable, capable
of holding different thicknesses of tabs, and
allowing the tab, when entirely filled in, to be
removed and the cover again used for a like
purpose. ' . »

My improved cover is especially adapted
for rough usage, books of this class being gen-
erally roughly handled and thereby made un-
fitforuse. The various portions of this cover
may evidently be made of any suitable mate-
rial, but I have found in actual practice that
forming the cover and other auxiliary parts of
light sheet metal, such as aluminium, greatly
adds to the durability and service of the book.

To such end my invention consists in cer-

. tain novel features of construction, which
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will be fully described in the specification
and particularly defined in the claims ap-
pended hereto. )

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved book, showing the same in a closed
position. TFig. 2isa similar view of the book
with its hinged cover thrown back and ex-
posing the tab. Fig. 3 is a perspective view
of the filler, one of the covers, and one of the
angle-pieces, the latter forming one half of

the back, the different parts being separated
from each other in order to more clearly illus-
trate said parts. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the
hinged cover and angle-piece forming the
other half of the back. Fig. 5isa detail view
of the book,partlyin side elevation and partly

broken away to show the construction; and

Fig. 6 is a detail longitudinal section through
the cover, filler, and one of the clamping-screw
devices. , ' -

Referring to the drawings, A representsthe
filler, which is shown as a blank-receipt tab
having two notches ¢ a near the end adjacent
to the back. One of the covers is rigid with
respect to the back, the object being to en-
able the block to be held flat and firm in the
hand when using it, and for convenience in
describing the same I shall regard it as the
lower cover.
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The lower cover is best seen in Fig. 3, and -

is provided at the end adjacent to the back
with openings b b, which are intended to re-
ceive internally-screw-threaded tubes c ¢, se-
cured upon the angle-piece C of the back.

75

As shown, the complete back is composed of

two angle-shaped portions C D, each portion
being formed with a flange ¢’ d’, adapted tolie
below and above the tab. The other flanges
of the angle - pieces are notched: into each
other, the object being to permit the portions
of the back to be separated more or less in
order to accommodate different thicknesses of
tabs. - Two internally-screw-threaded tubes
¢ ¢ are screwed into the flange ¢’ of the angle-
piece C, and in assembling the lower cover
these tubes are thrust through the holes b in
the cover and the angle-pieces and cover
clamped together by the screws s, as seen in
Fig. 5. : _ '
The cover E (see Figs. 1,2, and 4) is hinged
to the angle-piece D by means of a hinge e,
a piece of leather, cloth, or other similar ma-
terial being preferably used, and plates d? e’
being added to hold the hinge in place npon
the back and cover. The clamping-plate €',

hinge e, and flange d' are each provided with
screw - holes s' s* %, respectively, through
which are passed screws s?, (see Fig. 5,) adapt-
ed to clamp one edge of the hinge between
the clamping-plate ¢’ and back. The hinge
is connected to the cover in a like manner, it
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being held between the latter and clamping-
plate d* and the screw s binding the parts
together.

The various parts of both ecovers being as-
sembled thetab may be placed upon the lower
cover, the tubes ¢ ¢ being seated: in -the
notches a.. The hinged cover is then placed
upon the filler, the tongues upon the back-
pieces resting in the eorresponding mnotches
therein, and the twoback-pieces connected by
thescrewsS S, which are passed through open-
ings s° " s% in the clamping-plate ¢’, hinge ¢,
and flange d" and threaded in the tubes ¢, the
tightening of . the: screws clamping the filler
firmly between the back-pieces.

I have also provided a leaf-holding device
whiclr serves to-separate the filled-in sheets
from the blank ones, the :same comprising a
spring-bail G, having a transversemember ¢,
extending across :the cover, and two:longi-
tudinal members g'¢/; slidingly supported in
ears g*of bracketsg® - These brackets are se-
cured. to the hinged cover: at suitable points
upon their edges by means of serews or rivets,
as desired. - The tension of the:spring is to
force the transverse member down upon-the
cover, and as soon as the leaf: is filled in‘it
may be:slipped under this transverse mem-
ber and thereby separated from:the remain-
der..: The longitudinal members of ‘the bail
are bent in a manner hereinafter described,
the object being that when the bail isin the
position shown in full lines in Fig. 5 it shall
press down upon the cover, but-when in the
position shown in dotted lines ‘in thesame
figure the transverse member shall be raised
sufficiently from the cover to enable theleaves
to be readily passed thereunder. Asshowmn,
the ends ¢* of the longitudinal members are

slightly curved, the highest pointin thecurve

being aboutin the center of the portions ¢4, the
transverse member g therefore being pressed
down upon the cover.

At the point ¢° the wire is bent at a slight |

angle to the portion ¢*, as shown in Fig. 5,
and merges again into the portion ¢ which

is approximately parallel to the portion g* |
When the spring is in the position shown in .

Fig. 5, the transverse member must evidently
be pressed against the cover, but by sliding
the entire bail in the ears g* until the portion

g* thereof is seated therein, and thereby
brought into a line parallel with the cover, .

the portion ¢’ and transverse member g must
evidently be raised from the cover on account
of the angle at which the portion ¢° extends
from the portion ¢".

From the above it will be noticed that the |
cover may be easily detached from the filler at -

any time, especially when the same has been
completely filled in and a new one inserted
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inits place. ' By connecting the various parts
of the cover by means of screws any of said
parts may be removed should .the same be-
come broken or worn out, and this. feature I
consider a very desirable one.

I am aware that various alterations and
modifications of this device are possible, and
1 do not therefore desire to:limit myself -ex-
cept as particularly pointed -out in: the fol-
lowing elaims:

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. Inacover of the class described, the com-
bination with the lower cover B, provided
with holes'in oneend, of a back composed cf
two angle portions netched :into each other,
the internally-screw-threaded tubes, ¢; ¢, se-
cured inone of said angle-pieces-and extend-
ing through the liolesinthe cover B, and the
serews S, connecting the two portions of the
back-pieces; substantially. as described.

2. In a book, -the combination with' the
filler, of a covertherefor comprising the back-
pieces C, D, notched into-each other and hav-
ing the flanges ¢, d', the eover B3, secured to
the: back-piece C, and rigid with respect
thereto, the cover B, hinged to the back-piece
D, the internally-screw-threaded tubes ¢, ¢,
secured inone of the back-pieces-and extend-
ing through the filler, and the screws S, pass-
ing through the back-piece D, and adapted
to elamyp a filler: between: the back - pieces;
substantially as deseribed.

3. In a .book, the combination with. the
lower cover, back-piece C; and internally-
screw-threaded tubes ¢, ¢, of the cover L,
back-piece D, noteched into the back-piece C,
the clamping-plates ¢/, d?, the hinge e, se-
cured between said clamping-plates, cover
and back, respectively, and the screws S,
adapted to clamp a suitable filler between
said back-pieces; substantially as described.

4. In a book-cover, the combination with a
cover and back adapted to hold a block of
paper, of a second cover hinged thereto,
brackets, g3, secured upon said hinged cover
and the spring-bail, G, sliding in said brack-
ets, and comprising substantially the trans-
verse member, g, and longitudinal members,
¢g', the longitudinal members being bent to
form oblique portions, ¢7, whereby the trans-
verse member may be pressed against the
cover when the longitudinal members are
seated in the brackets but drawn away there-

{ from when the oblique portions are seated

therein; substantially as deseribed.
' JOIN DEIIN.
Witnesses:

CHAS. O. SHERVEY,
M. L. SHEAHAN.
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