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UNITED STATES

1,647,018
PATENT OFFICE.

FRED W. RUEBENSAAL, OF ROCKF.ORD,' ILLINOIS.

SHIPPING BOX FOR CHICKENS.

Applicatién filed November 16, 1926, Serial No. 148,752.

This invention relates to boxes for ship-
ping young chickens.

An object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a box for shipping purposes which

g Will permit sufficient circulation of air in

1o

" the boxes while providing for a minimum
amount of spacing during storage.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a top or closure for shipping
boxes which are adapted to space a super-
imposed box from a lower box whereby air
will be permitted to circulate through open-
ings in the side walls of the box and through
an opening in the top, the spacing being

15 sufficient to prevent the small chickens from

20

escaping from said box.

* This invention will be best understood
from a consideration of the following de-
tailed description, in view of the accom-
panying drawings forming a part of the
specification ; nevertheless it is to be under-

" stood that the invention is not corfined to
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the disclosure, being susceptible of such
changes and modifications which shall de-
fine no material departure from the salient
features of the invention as expressed in the

 appended claims.
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Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a pair
of shipping boxes constructed in accordance
with the principles of my invention,

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical section
of the same, :

Figure 3 1s a view in perspective of the
bottom plan view of a closure for the boxes,
and : ‘
Figure 4 is a horizontal section of one
of the boxes.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings 10 designates a lower box and 11 an
upper box. The lower box has an open ap-
per end which is closed by a top or cover
19. The central portion of the cover is
removed, as shown at 13, to provide an
opening for the circulation of air. Secured
to the outer face of the top and at opposite
sides of the opening 13 are a pair of cleats
14 upon which is adapted to rest a bottom
15 of the box 11. . .

The upper box is also provided with a
cover 16 provided with depending flanges
17 which embrace the upper portion of the
side and end walls of the box. The cover
of this box is provided with an opening 18.
Cleats 19 are located upon opposite sides
of the opening and are adapted to prevent
packages or other boxes being laid in close

contact with the opening 18 fo prevent eir-

culation of the air in the compartments of
the box. A sheet of wire netting 20 is
stretched across the opening 18 and is se-
cured to the top 16 adjacent the periphery
of the opening. This screen permits the ecir-
culation of air but will prevent the chickens
from escaping from the box.

As shown more particularly in Figure
1 each of the tops is provided with a plu-
rality of openings 21 and 22 to permit great-
er circulation of air while openings 23 and
94 in the end and side walls respectively of
the upper and lower boxes also provide for
the draft’ of air passing through the sides
of the box to the upper regions and either
out through the openings 21 or 22 or
through the opening 18 of the cover 16.

Referring more particularly to Figures 2
and 4 it will be seen that each of the ship-

_ping boxes are divided into a plurality of

chambers 26 by means of a longitudinal par-
tition 27 and a transverse partition 28. The
partition 27 is provided with flanges 29
adapted to be secured to the end walls of
the box in any approved manner while the
transverse walls have flanges 30 adapted to
be secured to the side walls of the box and
the flanges in each case extend in opposite
directions.

The ends 81 of the cleats 14 and 19 pro-
ject beyond the side walls of the boxes so
that they will come in contact with other
packages or parcels and aid in spacing the
boxes from said parcels so that circulation
of air will be insured for the chickens. As
shown in Fig. 1 two boxes are placed with
the base of one resting on the cleats 14 of a
lower box. A cord 32 is then applied around
the boxes and tied securely when the boxes
are ready for shipment. It will be seen by
this construction that the air will be able tu
circulate through the space betwe:n the
boxes 10 and 11 by reason of the thiciness
of the cleats 14. Provision is also made for
additional circulation of air by reason ot
the openings 23 and 24 in the side and end
walls of the boxes. Furthermore, as shown
in Fig. 1, openings 21 and 22 are provided
in the top to insure sufficient circulation of
the air to maintain the life of the chickens.

I claim:—

1. A device of the character described
comprisin§ a pair of shipping boxes, wit
one box located in superimposed relation
with the other box, said boxes having at the
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upper end thereof an opening, a removable
cover for the open end, each cover being
provided with an opening therein, cleats se-

cured to each cover and having one edge dis-.

posed adjacent an edge of the opening, the
opening in the cover of the superimposed
box having a screen exterding across thereof
and secured to the inner face of the cover
the opening in the lower box being located

¢ in protected relation by the bottom of the

superimposed box and spaced from said box
by -the cleats secured to the cover.thereof,
the boxes being provided with side walls
having openings therethrough for the cir-
culation of air. ' ‘

2. A device of the character described
comprising a pair of shipping boxes, with
one box located in superimposed relation
with the other box, said boxes having at

20 the upper end thereof an opening, a remov-
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able cover for the open end, each cover being
provided with an opening therein, cleats se-
cured to each cover and having one edge
disposed -adjacent an edge of the opening,
the opening in the cover of the superimposed
box having a screen extending across thereof
and secured to the inner face of the cover,
the opening in the lower box being located in
protected relation by the bottom of the su-
perimposed box and spaced from said box
by the cleats secured to the cover thereof,
the boxes being provided with side walls
having openings therethrough for the circu-
lation of air, each of the boxes being pro-
vided with partitions, each partition having
flanges at the opposite end thereof with one
flange bent at a right angle to the partition
and extending in an opposite direction from
the flange of the other end. ‘
' FRED W. RUEBENSAAL,
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