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5 Claims.

This invention relates to a novel table cover or
pad, and more particularly to an electrically
wired table cover or pad.

It is one object of the present invention to pro-

5 vide a table cover or pad having the above char-
acteristics which shall be foldable so as to pre-
sent a compact configuration for storing.

Another object is the provision of novel elec-

_ tric connections which permit of folding and dis-

10 connecting the various component parts of the
present electrically wired table cover.

A further object of the present invention re-
sides in the provision of novel sockets for effec-

.. tuating the connection between the electrically

15 wired table cover and various electrical appli-
ances such as table lamps, electric toasters, and
receptacles - in which foodstuffs may be kept
warm., :

A still further object of the present invention

20 resides in the novel construction and insulation
of the table cover and the associated parts.

Further objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear more fully from the following
description particularly when taken in conjunc-

25 tion with the accompanying drawings which form
a part thereof and wherein like reference char-
acters refer to like parts. It will be understood
that the drawings are not a definition of the in-
vention but merely illustrate forms by means of

20 which the invention may be effectuated. It will
also be understood that certain modifications,
changes, alterations, substitutions, additions and
omissions may be made in the construction here
illustrated without departing from the spirit and

35 scope of the appended claims.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic sectional plan view
of the present invention showing the general
arrangement of the component parts and the

40 associated wiring,

Figure 2 is a longitudinal view, partly in sec-
tion, of one member of an electrical spring con-
tact employed at the folding points of the several
sections,

45 Figure 2¢ is a longitudinal view, partly in sec-
tion of a member which cooperates with the
member illustrated in Figure 2,

Figures 3 and 4 are side and front views, re-
spectively, of a flanged sleeve member which is

50 employed in connection with the electrical spring
contacts,

Figure 5 is an end elevational view of a portion
of one form of socket employed in the present
invention, two of these portions going to make

55 up a complete unit,

(CL. 45--68.4)

Figures 6 and 7 are plan and side views, respec-
tively, of the socket portion shown in Figure 5,

Figure 8 is a longitudinal view, partly in sec-
tion, of ohe member of an electrical spring con-
tact employed to connect the several sections in 5.
abutting relation,

Figure 8a is a longitudinal view, partly in sec-
tion, of a member which cooperates with the
member shown in Figure 8,

Figure 9 is a side view of a connecting means 10
which is adapted to receive an electric cord, ‘
Figures 10 and 11 depict a vertical sectional

view and a top plan view, respectively, of a con~
necting means which is adapted to be fastened
into the base of small lamps and so forth, 15

Figures 12 and 13 show a vertical sectional
view and a top plan view, respectively, of a con-
necting means which is adapted to be plugged
into the bottom of various appliances,

Figure 14 is a side elevational view of a novel 20
prong portion employed in connection with the
connecting means illustrated in Figures 12 and
13,

Figure 15 is a front view of Figure 14,

Figure 16 is a longitudinal secticnal view show- 25
ing the construction of the table cover, and

Figure 17 shows the adaptability of an electric
table lamp to the present invention.

Referring to the drawings, the table cover in
the present invention comprises two sections 20 30
and 2{ which may be folded any number of times -
to form a compact bundile for storing purposes.
By referring to Figure 16, it will be noted that
the construction of these sections £5 and 21 com-
brises a finishing material top 3%, a cardboard 35
sheet 38, asbestos sheet 34, corrugated paper hox *
board 85, another cardboard sheet 3§, and a fin-
ishing material bottom 37.

These two sections 20 and 2{ are connected
one to the other in elecfric exchanging relation 40
by means of insulated elements 22 and 23, the
former of which encloses a spriag actuated
plunger 24 having integraliy formed thereon a
tip portion 24’ which is adapted to engage recess
23’ formed in member 23 when the two sections 45
20 and 21 are brought into abutting relation.
Any number of these members 22 and 23 may be
provided along the adjacent abutting edges of
the sections 20 and 21 to form a suitable connec-
tion therebetween and other suitable means, such 50
as hooks and eyes 12, may be employed to posi-
tively maintain sections 22 and 2f in fixed abut-
ting relation.

As above stated, portions 20 and 21 are adapted
to be folded any number of times to form a com- 55
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pact bundle for storing. purposes. Therefore, it
is necessary to provide means for preventing the
wiring, which runs through the table cover, and
which will later be described, from becoming
broken due to continuous bending incident to
the folding and unfolding of the table cover.
For this purpose I provide members 25 and 28
which are similar to members 22 and 23 with the
exceptions that the tip portion 2§ is shorter,
and to preclude binding when folding or un-
folding either of the two sections 28 and 21, the

recess 28’ formed in member 23 is replaced by .

a solid contact 26’ in member 286.

Pigures 3 and 4 illustrate a flanged sleeve
member 21 which is adapted to be slid over the
ends of members 22, 23, 25 and 26, to bind the
material along the adjacent edges of the sections
20 and 2!, and to present clear contacts.

Sockets 28 are positioned in suitable spaced re-

lation within the confines of the upper and lower.

surfaces 30 and 31, respectivély, of the table cover
s0 . as to present a flush upper and lower sur-
face. Figure 6 shows a terminal of one of these
sockets before being installed, and Figure 5 shows
the form taken by the same terminal after the
pad has been assembled, flanges 28 being turned
down to engage the top of the asbestos material
34 to present a rigid, flush socket arrangement,
which by the superimposition of materials 22 and
43 over flanges 29 of sockets 28 will result in the
countersinking of sockets 28 to obviate any unin-
tentional contact therewith such as by a knife or
fork laying on the table cloth or in the hand of
a user.

Member 40, which is adapted to be affized
to the base of small lamps and so forth, is formed
with two recessss 4i into which wiring from the
lamps are soldered so as to establish communica-
tion with contact pins 42, ping 42 are then stuck
through the table cloth into sockets 28 to com-
plete the circuit.

For the purpose of connecting various appli-
ances such as a percolator, toaster, or waffle iron,
member 388, provided with a resilient bifurcated
portion 47 at one end and a threaded portion 48
at the other, is attached to such appliance by any
suitable means, as by binding nuts and insulating
washers. These members 48 are adapted to be re-
ceived by recesses 24 of member 43, and pins 4§
communicate with said recesses so that when pins
45 are connected into sockets 28 an electrical cir-
cuit is completed. '

While the present invention can obviously be
wired in series or in parallel, Figure 1 shows the
wiring in parallel with a source of electricity 19
entering master plug 11. Therefore, if one of the
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electrical appliances is withdrawn from the sock-
ets 28, the flow of current to the other sockets
will not be interrupted.

The office of the corrugated paper box board
35 in the table cover is twofold, firstly to main-
tain in spaced cushioned relation the top surface
of the table cover from the bottom surface so
that the heat liberated from the various electrical
appliances will be dissipated before reaching the
surface of the table on which the cover is dis-
posed, and secondly to maintain in suspended re-
lation the insulated wiring which is connected to
the various sockets 28 and spring contacts 22, 23,
25, 26 and member T1.

While the present invention has been described

in connection with two sections 20 and 21, it will
be understood that any number of sections may
be employed of any configuration.

It will also be understood that if it is desired,
corrugation of greater strength and lineal rigidity
may be substituted for the corrugated paper hox
board &5 and also that other materials may be
substituted for the materials employed in the
foregeing description without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention as set
out in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. An electrically wired table cover comprising
a plurality of sections foldably connected, elec-
tric terminals in said sections, conducting means
normally  connecting said terminals when said
sections are unfolded, and means operated by
folding of said sections for rendering said con-
ducting means inoperative and by unfolding of
said sections to render said conducting means
operative to connect said terminals.

2. A cover as claimed in claim .1 in which said
last means comprise spring gctuated electric con-
necting means.

3. A table cover as claimed in claim 1 in which
said electric terminals are substantially confined
by the upper and lower surfaces of said sections,
whereby said cover presents a flush upper surface.

4. A table cover as claimed in claim 1 in which
said last means comprises a spring actuated
plunger confined between the upper and lower
surfaces of one of said sections, and a conducting
memmber confined between the upper and lower
surfaces of another section in such position as to
be engaged by said plunger when said sections are
unfolded.

5. A cover as claimed in claim 1 in which said
last means are disposed along the folding line be-
tween the sections and within the confines of
the npper and lower surfaces of the sections.

‘ ELMER D. VOLLMER.
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