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This invention relates to toys, and more 
particularly to a spinning top adapted to 
be set into rapid rotation by means of a 
pull-cord and handle member. 
One object of this invention is to provide 

a top having a mushroom head and a de 
pending stem having a peripheral groove 
within which a knotted cord is adapted to 
be detachably locked after being wound 
around said stem. 
A further object is to provide a top of 

the above nature whieh is supported on the 
handle member while being spun by pull 
ing on the free end of the winding cord 
which passes through a passage in said 
handle. 
A further object is to provide a top of 

the above nature which will be simple in 
construction, inexpensive to manufacture, 
easy to wind and manipulate, compact, orna 
mental in appearance, and very efficient and 
durable in use. 
With these and other objects in view there 

has been illustrated on the accompanying 
drawing, one form in which the invention 
may be conveniently embodied in practice. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the top 

and holder as they appear in assembled po 
sition ready for spinning. 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of the top 
detached from its holder. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view 
through the holder member, with the top 
and pull-cord in wound-up condition. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the handle mem 
ber and attached pull-cord, 

Referring now to the drawing in which 
like reference numerals denote correspond 
ing parts throughout the several views, the 
numeral 10 indicates a spinning top of 
mushroom shape and adapted to be Ea in 
a holder member 11, and rotatably set into 
motion by means of a long winding pull 
cord 12. The top 10 comprises a mushroom 
shaped head 13, having a spindle shank 14 
depending from said head 13. The lower 
part of the shank 14 is provided with a 
peripheral groove 15 within which the ' knotted extremity 16 of the winding cord 

45 

12 may be detachably locked after said cord 
12 has been wound around the spindle 
shank 14, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. The 
lower extremity of the shank 14 is rounded 
off and provided with a button-shaped knob. 55 
17 made preferably of metal, so as to pro 
Yile a durable spinning point for the top 
The holder member 11 consists of a han 

dle 18 having integral therewith an annu- 60 
lar shaped plate or disc 19 provided with a 
central vertical aperture 20. The annular 
plate 19 is provided with a small transverse 
bore 21 connecting the central aperture 20 
with the outside perimeter of said annular 65 
plate 19. The winding cord 12 is adapted 
to be threaded through the bore 21 and is 
prevented from being pulled out of said 
bore by means of the knotted extremity 16 
previously referred to. The outer free end 70 
of the winding cord 12 is provided with a 
handle knob or ball 22 suitably attached to 
said cord 12 as by a knot 23, and said ball 
22 is adapted to be grasped in the hand of 
the operator when the top 10 is being spun. 75 

Operation, 
In operation, the top 10 is first assembled 

to the holder member 11 with the head 13 
resting upon the annular plate 19, and the 80 
depending spindle shank 14 projecting 

e through the center aperture 20. The wind 
ing cord 12 is then pulled inwardly as far 
as it will go through the bore 21 and aper 
ture 20 until the ball 22 abuts against the 85. 
perimeter of the annular plate 19. The 
cord 12 may then be wound tightly around 
the spindle shank 14 beginning near the 
top of the shank 14 in close proximity to 
the underside of the head 13 and winding 90 
helically in a downward direction. The 
knotted inner end 16 of the winding cord 
12 may then be detachably secured to the 
lower part of the shank 14 by tightly wedg 
ing it into the peripheral groove 15. The 95 
toy is then ready for spinning. y 
For this purpose, the handle 18 of the 

holder member 11 will be held in the left 
hand and with the right-hand the operator 
will give a quick pull on the button 220 
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attached to the cord 12, whereby the top will 
be given a rapid rotary movement, and at the same time will be rised above the hold 
er member 11 and thrown free therefrom. 

5 While there has been disclosed in this 
specification one form in which the inven 
tion may be embodied, it is to be understood 
that this form is shown for the purpose of 
illustration only, and that the invention is 

10 not to be limited to the specific disclosure 
but may be modified and embodied in vari 
ous other forms without departing from its 
spirit. In short, the invention includes all 
the modifications and embodiments coming 

15 within the scope of the following claim. 
Having thus fully described the inven 

tion, what is claimed as new and for which 
it is desired to secure Letters Patent, is: 

In a E" E. a top having a mush 20 room shaped head, an elongated spindle 
shank depending from said head, a hold 
er member including a handle section and 
an integral annular disc having a central 
aperture, said disc also having a transverse 

25 hole connecting said aperture with the per 
imeter E. a winding cord passing 
through said transverse hole, gripping 
means on the outer end of said cord, the 
head of said top being adapted to rest on 

30 said disc with said shank projecting down 
wardly through said central aperture, said 
cord being adapted to be wound around 
said shank from the top of said shank 
downwardly to cause a positive upward 

SS movement of the top when the cord is pulled 
to free the top from the holder, and a pe ripheral wedge-shaped groove completely 
surrounding the lower end of said shank for 
frictionally retaining the lower end of said 

40 cord therein. 
In testimony whereof, I have affixed my 

signature to this specification. 
GIOACCHINO MORINI. 
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