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(87) Abstract: A relay drive circuit 10 is provided between an upstream relay RL1 and a downstream relay RL2 driven
in accordance with the driving of the upstream relay RL1, and drives the downstream relay RL2. The relay drive circuit
10 comprises: a semiconductor element Q1 that switches the downstream relay RL2 on/off; a control input path LCN that
is electrically connected to a control terminal G of the semiconductor element Q1 and has a power supply voltage Vb
applied thereto via the upstream relay RL1; a protection element D1 that is inserted and connected to the control input
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path LCN and protects the semiconductor element Q1; and a buffer circuit 20 that is provided, in the control input path
LCN, between the protection element D1 and the control terminal G of the semiconductor element and compensates for
a voltage drop VT resulting from the insertion of the protection element D1.
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