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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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Application filed June 6, 1901, Serial No. 63,353, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELLA K. PILLING, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the city
of Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel-

Dphia and State of Pennsylvania, have invent-

ed certain new and useful Improvements in
a Combined Waist-Lengthener and Corset; of
which the following is a specification. _

My invention has relation to a kind of cor-
sets or stays wherein the parts of the body
may be properly supported and at the same
time the waist of the wearer lengthened; and
in such connection it relates to the construc-
tion and arrangement of such a combined
waist-lengthener and corset. . .

Heretofore in feminine apparel it has been
customary to supplement the usual corsets or
stays with an additional stay designed to
lengthen the waist; or, more properly speak-
ing, to give to the wearer the appearance of
being long-waisted. The additional stay has

been worn over the corset and has been fase

tened by means wholly disconnected from the
corset, .

The principal object of my present inven-

tion is to combine in one article of apparel a
corset or its equivalent with a waist-length-
ener. : :
The nature and scope of my invention will
be more fully understood from the following
description, takenin conjunection with the ac-
companying drawings, forming part hereof,
in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of the bust of a
woman, with the outer apparel broken away

- to illustrate a waist-lengthener and corset

embodying main features of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a top or plan view of the combined

- walist-lengthener and corset spread out upon
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‘a flat surface.

Fig. 8 is an edge view of Fig.
2, and Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional
view taken through one of the bones or stiff-
eners and adjacent parts of the fabrie and
illustrating the preferred manuner of making
the article.

Referring to the drawings, the combined
waist-lengthener and corset comprises a se-
ries of parallel sections a; united at contigu-
ous edges and provided at these points with
ribs or bones b, inserted between the two or
more layers of fabric comprising the sections

a. The sections @ have a fullness at their
free upper and lower edges, as illustrated at
a' in Fig. 8; but in the medial or longitudi-
nal eentral portion a® the sections a join to-
gether in a substantially flat and belt-like
portion; which snugly fits around the waist
proper of the wearer when the article is worn.
The end sections a both terminate in & stiff
and somewhat curved edge a?, provided, pref-
erably, with eyelets a® for the reception of
laces a* to properly secure these edges a? to=
gether when the article is worn. The lower
corner o° of each edge ¢? is in the form of a
point or acute angle, and the lower edges of
the sections a taper from these corners af to-
ward the center of the article. When worn,
the points a® project downward over the ab-
domen and serve to continue the true waist-
line below its normal position. The uapper
edges of the sections a fit and snugly support

the parts of the bust, but preferably do not

extend upward as far as the ordinary corset
does. The ribs or bones b when inserted in
the fabric of the sections are held in place by
two rows or series of rows of stilches &' b,
(see Fig. 4,) and they are preferably arranged
equidistant from each other all around the
article. In addition to these straight ribs or
bones b the end sections adjacent to the stiff
edge o®are reinforced by two radiating or in-
clined ribs b extending from about the true
waistor medial line, respectively, upward and
downward toward the upper corner and lower
corner a’ of the edge a®.  The next succeed-
ing sections a, whose lower edges taper, are
also reinforced by downwardly - inclined
ribs 85,

Having thus described the nature and ob-
ject of my invention, what I claim as new,
and desire to.secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Acombined waist-lengthener and corset,
comprising & series of connected sections, a
series of ribs or bones inserted at the contigu-
ous edges of adjacent sections and two end
sections each having a relatively stiff edge
projecting in acute-angled corners both above
and below the upperand lower edges respec-
tively of the intermediate sections, said in-
termediate sections having longitudinally of
the article a flat, belt-like medial portion
adapted to fit the waist of the wearer and pro-
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vided at both top and bottom edges with a
fullness, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described.

2. In a combined waist-lengthener and cor-
set, o series of connected intermediate sec-
tions each having a fullness atthe upper and
lower edges and a flat belt-like medial por-
tion, a series of ribs inserted between con-
tiguous edges of adjacent intermediate sec-
tions, two end sections relatively longer than
the intermediate sections, each of said end
sections having angular corners projecting
respectively above the upper and below the
lower edge of the intermediate sections, a se-
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ries of radiating ribs b*strengthening the cor-
ners of the end sections and a series of down-
wardly-ineclined ribs 0? reinforcing the lower
edge of the sections adjacent to the end sec-
tions, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my signature in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ELLA XK. PILLING.

Witnesses:
J. WALTER DOUGLASS,
THOMAS M. SMITH.
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