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To all whom it niay concern: - - :
Be it known that' I, Exr A. Hunrteg, a

citizen of the United States of America, and-

resident of Des Moines, Polk county, Iowa,
have invented a new -and: useful Overshoe,
of which the following is a specification:

The: object of this invention:is to provide
improved means for retaining an overshoe
on a shoe. :

A further object of this invention is to
provide improved means for maintaining a
snug fit of the mouth margin of an overshoe
to a shoe. ;

A further object of this invention is to
provide improved means to prevent tearing
the mouth margin of an overshoe during the
operation of placing or removing the same
relative to a shoe. .

My invention consists in the construction,
arrangement and combination of elements
hereinafter set forth, pointed out in my
claims and illustrated by the accompanying
drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of an overshoe
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is an op-
posite side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is
a section on the indicated line 3—3 of Fig. 1
on an enlarged scale.

In the construction of the device as shown
I may employ any desired material, such as
india rubber, combinations of india-rubber
and fabric or leather, or combinations of
india-rubber and other substances. The
overshoe may be made of any desired shape
and size. A sole 10, heel 11, shank 12 and
upper 13 may be made in any desired form
and of any desired construction as my in-
vention does not relate specifically to or re-
quire material change of these elements.
The counter 14 of the overshoe is relatively
higher than in the ordinary consiruction and
has its upper margin located relatively fur-
ther forward than is now common in this
art. In the ordinary construction of over-
shoes of this type (¢commonly known as rub-
bers, arctics, storm-rubbers and clinchers)
the counter extends only to the top of the
counter of the shoe on which it is worn,
while in my construction the upper portion
14* of the counter extends above and is
curved abruptly inward in a plane above the
counter of the inner shoe and overlaps on the
back thereof. The abrupt inward curva-
ture of the counter portion 14* and its exten-
sion into a plane above the counter of the
inner shoe forms a hook adapted to grasp

and engage the back of the inner shoe above
the counter thereof. I have illustrated the
upper 13 and counter 14 as constructed of
an outer sheet of rubber or composition con-
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taining rubber and an inner sheet 15 of fab-

ric. 1 have provided a strengthening strip
or web 16 between the outer sheet and inner
sheet 15 and confined by connecting the mar-
gins of said sheets. This strengthening
strip or web 16 is arranged in semi-circular
form and extends around the upper portion
and rear of the counter in the extension 14*
thereof. This strengthening strip or web
16 may be made of tape or any suitable flat
material and is arranged adjacent to and
approximately paraliel with the upper mar-
gin of the counter. Tt is the function of
the strengthening strip or web 16 to prevent
stretching of the counter. I form notches
17, 18 between the upper 18 and counter 14
opening to the mouth of the overshoe and on
opposite sides thereof. In these notches 17,
18 I arrange gores 19, 20 of elastic material,
preferably of india rubber. Side margins
of the gores 19, 20 preferably are intrcduced
between the outer rubber sheets of the upper
and counter and the inner fabric sheet 15
thereof and are secured in any desired man-
ner, such as by cementing.

It is the function of the gores 19, 20 to
permit the mouth of the overshoe to be ex-
panded as to length in placing or removing
said overshoe relative to an inner shoe, with-
out tearing the mouth margin of the over-
shoe. The gores 19, 20 have the further
function of contracting the mouth -margin
of the overshoe on the inner shoe, in use,
and epplying yielding pressure to hold the
upper marginal portion 14* of the counter
against the back of the inner shoe and in
position to prevent accidental removal
thereof. Because of these functions of the
gores I prefer to make them of a superior
quality of elastic material, which of course
should conform in appearance to the outer
surface of the upper and counter. The ends
of the strengthening strip or web 16 are se-
cured, as by cementing, to the rear ends of
the gores 19, 20. In removing this overshoe
from an inner shoe it is necessary to move
the central portion of the upper margin 142
of the counter 14 rearwardly by manuab
force so as to carry it outward and permit
it to be moved past the upper margin of ths
counter of the inner shoe. In like manner
it is desirable to hold the marginal portion
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14® reari@\éii‘dly‘f in ﬁiacing the overshoe on
an inner shoe. Kither of these manual op-

erations is permitted by -the - expansible-

characteristic of the gores 19, 20 and when
such manunal operations are relaxed theé
gores immediately contract so that the parts
are brought to normal positions. =~

Any suitable stiffening ‘means may be ap-
plied to the sides' of the upper 13 and for

such purpose I have Hlustrated strengthen-.
ing strips or webs 21, 22 extending db- |

liquely from forward portions of the gores
19, 20 to the solg 10.  The strengthening
strips or webs 21, 22 may. be made of an
suitable flat material such as tape and pref-
erably are confined wholly between the outer
sheet of the upper and.the inner sheet 15
thereof. In use the strengthening strips or
webs 21, 22 prevent undesirable stretching
of the upper adjacent to the gores 19, 20.

I claim as my invention— I

1. An overshoe having an upper, counter.
and sole, elastic gores between and connect-
ing said upper and counter on either side,
sald counter being extended. upwardly. and

' 1,105,487 .

inwardly and formed with an internal
strengthening strip or web adjacent its up-
per margin, said strengthening strip or

.web being connected with and terminating

at the rear ends of said gores.
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- 2. An overshoe having an upper, counter, -

and sole, elastic gores between and connect-
ing said -uppeér ‘and ‘¢ounter on either side,
sald -counter being extended upwardly and
inwardly and being formed with an internal

‘'strengthening strip. or web adjacent:its up-
per.marginy said strengthening strip or web '
:terminating -at.the rear-ends of said: gores,
the  upper: being . formed -with- separate =
-strengthening strips:which are imbedded in,
‘the sides of the upper and extend from the:
“forward ends.of -the: gores obliquely toward’

the sole of the overshoe. :

Signed by me at Des Moines, Iowa;" this?'f

tenth day of April,:1911.

Witnesse‘s: R e
. 8. C. Sweer,
‘Earn M. SiNoram:.

ELI A, HUNTER.
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