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To all uphon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEONARD NERRETER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Standish, in the county of Orenac and State 
of Michigan, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Means for Protecting Foun 
dation-Timbers from Rot, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to means for pro 

tecting foundation-timbers from rot, and has 
for its object to provide improved means for 
preventing moisture from coming in contact 
with and being absorbed by the foundation 
timbers of houses, piers, docks, and the like 
that are superimposed upon piles, and has 
for a further object to provide for a circula 
tion of air between the top of the piles and 
the foundation-timbers supported thereon. 
To these ends my invention consists in the 

features and in the construction or arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter described, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, 
Wherein 

Figure 1 is vertical sectional view of a pile 
With a portion of a structure superimposed 
thereon, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view of 
a portion of a sill with my improved metallic 
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cap applied thereto and the upper portion of 
one of the piles, illustrating the ventilating 
groove. . 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1. 
indicates one of a series of piles which are 
driven into the ground and which serve as a 
foundation for a house, pier, or other super 
structure; 2, one of the sills of such super 
structure; 3, the flooring thereof, and 4 one 
of the Walls of Such structure. 

For the sake of brevity I will describe only 
one of the protective caps or plates, it being 
understood that in practice there will be as 
many protective caps or plates as there are 
piles. 
Secured to the under side of the sill 2 is a 

metallic cap or plate 5, provided with two op 
positely-projecting lugs or ears 6, that have 
perforations 7, through which are adapted to 
be driven spikes or bolts 8, by means of which 
the said cap or plate is adapted to be attached 
to the sill. The said cap or plate is provided 
with two downwardly-depending segmental 
flanges, that are adapted to fit around the 
upper end of the pile, spaces being formed 
between the adjacent ends of said flanges for 
the purpose hereinafter described. Formed 

in the top of the pile 1 is a transverse groove 
9, the opposite ends of which groove are de 
signed to register with the spaces formed be 
tween the adjacentends of the flanges, where 
by a free circulation of air is permitted be 
tween the top of the pile and the protective 
cap or plate. 
As before stated, there will be as many caps 

or plates used as there are piles, and each 
of said caps or plates Will be attached to the 
under side of the sills or stringers. By these 
means the moisture ascending the piles by 
capillary attraction is prevented from coming 
in contact with the sills or stringers, whereby 
the latter are protected againstrot. This re 
sultis further aided by forming the described 
groove in the top of the pile and forming the 
cap in the manner shown, so that an unob 
structed passage is provided for the circula 
tion of air between the top of the pile and the 
cap or plate. Said cap or plate may be of 
cast or sheet iron, as it is not designed to 
strengthen either the pile or sill, but merely 
as a preventive against moisture being ab 
sorbed by the sill from the pile; but by mak 
ing the caps of material sufficiently rigid they 
Will also serve to maintain the sills and the 
piles in their proper relative positions. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. A cap for the end of a pile, consisting 

of a flat, metallic plate to cover the top of the 
pile, said plate being provided with flanges 
at its edge which hang downward against the 
vertical face of the pile, and with lugs pro 
jecting in the plane of the plate to enable the 
latter to be attached to a sill resting on the 
plate, and the flanges being removed in the 
lines of said lugs, substantially as described. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a pile having a trans 
verse groove formed in its upper end, of a 
metallic cap having downwardly-depending 
segmental flanges fitted over said pile, the 
ends of said groove registering with the spaces 
between said flanges, and means for securing 
said cap to a timber, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
leSS eS, 

TLEONARD NERRETER, 
Witnesses: 

II. A. CHAMBERLAIN, 
C. O. DECKER. 
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