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To cell. Ufton, it (ty conce 77: 
IBeit known that I, ELMER. E. WOLF, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Spring 
field, in the county of Clark and State of Ohio, 

5 have invented certain new and useful Im 
provelinents in Postal Denominating, Regis 
tering, and Adding Machines, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to a postal denomi 

nating, registering, and adding machine. 
The general object of this invention is to do 

away in large measure with the use of post 
age-stamps on nail-matter and at the same 

I5 time to register or keep and record an accu 
rate account of the postal charges, which, for 
short, I will denominate “postage, due the 
Government on the mail-matter which the 
machine will operate upon. 
Under the present system of issuing post 

age-stamps by the General Government the 
General Post-Office Department is burdened 
With a large annual expense for the produc 
tion of the various denominations of postage 

25 stamps, in the care of these stamps and their 
proper distribution through the country 
among the very great number of local post 
Offices, and in the extensive accounts neces 
Sary to be kept in order to keep a perfect 

3o record of the postage-stamp business of the 
Department. This stamp account and the 
Jnanagement and care of the general busi 
neSS connected with the stamps also involve 
much labor and some expense in each of the 

35 numerous local post-offices. Now in the pres 
ent state of the commercial World, particu 
larly in those branches of it which deal with 
advertising through the mails, with the dis 
tribution of newspapers, periodicals, and 

4o other forms of mail-matter, large and increas 
ing Quantities of postage-stamps are used. 
The number of stamps consumed annually is 
Very great, and the Stum total of the denomi 
nations or amounts represented by the re 

45 Spective stamps is very great. It is also 
well known that while the general use of 
postage-Stamps almong the people is great 
in the aggregate and while each individual 
or ordinary firm uses but a comparatively 

50 Small number of stamps, still there are many 
eXtensive business concerns each of which 

O 

2C) 

consumes postage-stamps to an extent which 
enormously increases the demand upon the 
General Government with all the ramifica 
tions of expense and care incident to such 
demand and each of which concerns expends 
large sums of money annually in clerk hire 
and incidentals connected with the putting 
of individual stamps upon the individual 
pieces of mail-matter. IIence to relieve the 
General Government, and particularly the 
General Post-Office Department, and also the 
various local post-offices, as well as such ex 
tensive and numerous business concerns, of as 
much as possible of the expense, care, labor, 
and details connected with this general post 
age subject is the object of this invention, 
and this object is carried out by changing the 
present system and introducing a new plan 
by means of this new machine. 
Postponing for the moment a statement of 

the mechanical principles and general mech 
anism embodied in this machiie, it is to be 
observed that pursuant to the use of it and 
this new plan it is proposed that the General 
Post-Office Department will supply selected 
local post-offices with this machine and that 
the latter post-offices in turn will place such 
machines with the firms or companies in their 
respective localities which heretofore have 
used large quantities of postage - stamps. 
These machines in the hands of these users 
will be employed to denominate, register, and 
date the respective pieces of their mail-mat 
ter in a rapid manner and in lieu of the pres 
ent method of applying a postage-Stamp to 
each piece. 
The term “denomination' as here used re 

fers to the figure or character representative 
of the postal rate, as one cent or two centS or 
five cents, &c. 
The term “registering” as here used refers 

to the figure or character which shows the 
sum total of postage or postal charges on all 
the matter the machine has acted upon up to 
and including the last piece. 
The term “dating’ as here used refers to 

the designation of the town, State, division 
of the day-as P. M. or A. M.-the month, the 
day of the month, and the year. All of this 
data appears upon each piece of mail-matter 
the machine acts upon, while the machine 
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itself makes and keeps a record or registration 
of the sum total of the postal charges, so that 
each piece of mail-matter will show on its 
face the amount due the Government in postal 
charges since the machine was last set back 
to Zero, while the machine itself will show 
the like amount, whereby the post-office au 
thorities by inspecting the last piece of mail 
matter or (more conveniently) the machine 
as, for instance, gas companies inspect me 
ters-will be unerringly informed of the sum 
due as postal charges to the Government from 
the user of the machine since the last account 
Was talkein. 
Another general object of my invention is 

to Set the machine so that when a certain 
amount of postage paid for has been used 
the machine will at once stop and all the op 
erating and registering parts will be locked. 
Another resulting advantage of the use of 

my machine is the Saving of the cancellation 
of stamps, as now l'equired. 
In the accompanying drawings, on which 

like reference letters and numerals indicate 
corresponding parts, Figure 1 represents a 
plan view of my machine in its entirety; Fig. 
2, a cross-sectional elevation on the line acac of 
Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the arrows; 
Fig. 3, an end elevation with the crank and end 
cap removed and with a portion broken away, 
showing the stop device; Fig. 4, a sectional 
elevation on the line 2 2 of Fig. 2, looking in 
the direction of the arrows; Fig. 5, a sectional 
elevation on the line 22 of Fig. 2, looking 
in the direction of the arrows; Fig. 5, a de 
tail Sectional view of a transferrable stop and 
one of the transfer-rings; Fig. 6, a detail per 
spective view of the operating-rings; Fig. 7, a 
similar view to Fig. 3, with the operating 
parts in their first or initial operating posi 
tion; Fig. S, a similar view of the same, show 
ing the operating parts in their second or ink 
ing position; Fig. 9, a similar view of the 
same, showing the operating parts in their 
third position; Fig. 10, a similar view of the 
same, showing the operating parts in their 
fourth position; Fig. 11, a similar view of the 
same, showing the operating parts in their fifth 
or printing position. Fig. 12 is a detail view 
of the stamp-printing, time and date record 
ing, and register-printing rings; and Fig. 13, 
a view of an envelop or piece of mail-matter 
denominated, registered, and dated by this 
machine and ready for mailing. 
The letter A represents a suitable base upon 

which is mounted a casing B, inclosing the 
mechanism of the machine, as will hereinaf 
ter appeal'. A removable cap C closes the 
open end of said casing and is held in place 
in any desired manner. A suitable envelop 
chute, which, it will be understood, may also 
be used for circulars, catalogues, packages, 
&c., is represented by the letter D. This 
chute may be adjusted to accommodate va 
rious sizes of envelops and packages by loos 
ening the wing or thumb nut E, extending 
through a slot F in the chute and through an 
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extension G from the cap which forms the 
support for said chute, and raising and low 
ering it, as desired. From this chute the 
envelops, &c., are elevated by an envelop 
grip and conveyer mechanism, in a mannel 
hereinafter appearing, to what may be termed 
“character inking and press mechanism,' 
which will now be described. This mechan 
ism consists of a dovetailed can - operated 
plunger II, mounted in a dovetail groove I, 
formed on the cap C. An inking and press 
roll J is carried by the plunger, on One face 
of which is an inking-pad K and on its oppo 
site face a press-pad L. This roll is rotated 
to bring the required pad into operation by 
means of a gear M, engaging with a lack N, 
carried by an envelop grip and conveyer O, 
presently to be referred to. 

It will be seen that the plunger II has a 
right-angle extension P, cast or otherwise Se 
cured thereto. This extension has a dove 
tailed groove Q, in which is slidably mounted 
the envelop grip and conveyel' O, above re 
ferred to. A pair of locking-bars R and S 
project across the machine at light angles to 
this envelop grip and conveyer and are cast 
or otherwise secured thereto. These bal's are 
adapted to engage with notches formed in 
what may be termed “denominating,” “reg 
istering,” and “dating rings at predeter 
mined intervals, for the purpose hereinafter 
appearing. A bar T is adjustably Secured 
to the envelop grip and conveyer near its 
lower end and carries a number of envelop 
grips U, and which may be formed of spring 
steel or of any other suitable material. These 
envelop-grips pass between fingers V, which 
extend outward from the lower end of the 
chute D about the thickness of an envelop 
and are turned up at right angles to the bot 
tom of the chute. The envelop-grips may be 
adjusted up and down by adjusting the croSS 
bar T by loosening a screw W, (shown in clot 
ted lines in Fig. 1,) which passes through a 
slot in an upturned end of said bar and Screws 
into the envelop grip and conveyer O. This 
adjustment is for the purpose of setting the 
envelop-grips to accommodate various-sized 
envelops, &c. In order to operate Said en 
velop grip and conveyer, a rock-arm Y is em 
ployed, which is pivoted to the cap C at Z 
and at its other end has connected thereto a 
link 2, which link is also connected to the 
said envelop grip and conveyer by means of 
a stud, as shown at 3. The inner end of this 
rock-shaft Y is operated by a cam 4, cut in 
the face of a cam-driving disk 5, which causes 
the said grip and conveyer to raise and lower 
at the proper time. 

Referring now to the cam-driving ring or 
driver 5 and its operating mechanism, it will 
be seen that there is secured to said driver a 
pinion 6 by means of rivets 7. This pinion 
is driven by a driving-gear S, meshing there 
with, and which gear has an extension (t' in 
the nature of a stud-shaft, which extends 
within a crank-shaft Cl, supported by the cap 
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C. The inner end of this crank-shaft has a 
collar b, from which projects an extension c. 
To this extension is pivotally secured a de 
tent d by means of a screw e. This detent is 
adapted to engage with lugs.f, projecting from 
the overhanging rin of the driving-gear, when 
the crank-shaft is turned in one direction 
and ride over them when turned in the oppo 
site direction. A spring 9 normally holds 
Said detent against the inner face of the over 
hanging rim, thereby causing said detent to 
engage with the lugs f, as above stated. By 
turning the crank - shaft C by means of a 

25 

35 

crank h in the proper direction the driving 
disk 5 will be driven, which, through the cam 
groove 9, operating on the roller 10 secured 
to the plunger II of the character inking and 
pressing mechanism, causes it to move in and 
out at the propertimes, and through the cam 
groove 4, acting on the rock-arm Y, acts to 
raise and lower the envelop grip and conveyer 
mechanism. When the latter mechanism is 
Operated, the inking and press roll is rotated 
by means of the rack N, whereby the inking 
pad is brought into operation at one time and 
at another the press-pad, for the purpose here 
inafter appearing. It will be observed that 
the driving-disk 5 has a hub i, which fits upon 
a turned-off portion on a stud i, extending 
in Ward from the easing B. The outer sur 
face of this hub and the outer surface of the 
Stud are in line with each other. This is for 
the purpose of permitting the sliding sleeve 
k of the shifting mechanism to slide back and 
forth on the studi and the hub i, as desired, 
the same as though they were of one piece. 

Referring now to the denominating mech 
anism, it will be seen that it consists of a ring 

40 
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l, in the outer surface of which is mounted a 
number of electrotype-plates in. (Shown par 
ticularly in dotted lines in Fig. 3.) These elec 
trotype-plates each bear the words “United 
States postage’ and the denomination of the 
stamp being used, such as “1” on one plate, 
''2'' on another plate, and so on, according to 
the number of electrotypes and the denomi 
nations desired, and preferably the name of 
the firm and the place and State. Between 
these electrotypes are notches , O and a pro 
jecting tooth 2). These teeth fit against the 
interior of the casing Band form bearings for 
said ring. When it is desired to use any par 
ticular denomination, the thumb-screw 3' is 
loosened and slid out of engagement with the 
denominating-ring into engagement with the 
calm-driving disk, and said denominating-ring 
is rotated by engaging it through the slot r in 
the casing, as shown in Fig. 1, until the desired 
denomination is brought under the character 
inking and press mechanism above described, 
when it is again locked in position by the 
thumb-screw. This thumb-screw when slid 
into engagement with said driving-disk locks 
Said disk and prevents any movement of the 
operating mechanism. By thus turning said 
denominating-ring the shifting mechanism is 
operated in order that the machine may be so 

3 

adjusted that it will properly register the 
amount of postage being used, no matter what 
that amount may be. This is accomplished by 
means of a shifter S, extending from a ringt, 
secured to the denominating-ring l by means 
of screws at or otherwise. This shifter pro 
jects within a helical groove v on the slid 
ing sleeve k. From this sliding sleeve pro 
jects a bifurcated extension W", which ex 
tends over and engages with a primary oper 
ating-star X. This star is shifted by said 
bifurcated extension and engages with any 
one of a number of operating-rings Ct', b', c', 
d', f', g', h', ', and j', respectively. These 
operating - rings are adapted to fit Snugly 
within an annular flange 2, projecting from 
the cam-disk 5, and turn with said disk. The 
first of these rings, Ct', has one notch therein 
corresponding with “One cent’ on the denom 
inating-ring. Thus when one - cent stamps 
are being used the primary Operating-star 
will engage with the notch in the ring a', 
which will cause the said star to operate one 
third of a revolution, since there are three 
points on the star, when the ring has made 
one complete revolution. The second of these 
rings, b', has two notches corresponding with 
the two-cent denomination, and when said 
two-cent denomination is rotated to its posi 
tion beneath the character printing and press 
mechanism the primary operating - star is 
shifted, through the shifting mechanism, into 
engagement with the said second ring, and 
by rotating the cam-driving ring once the said 
primary operating-star is turned two points 
or two-thirds of a revolution. Thus each ring 
which is acting to rotate the said star has a 
number of star - operating notches agreeing 
with the denomination being used. 

I will now refer to the manner in which the 
registering mechanism is operated and how 
it is that no matter what the amount of post 
age being used still the total amount of post 
age will be recorded every time the machine 
is operated. The primary operating-star a: 
is carried by a shaft 11, having a slot 13 
therein. This shaft is adapted to slide in and 
be keyed to a gear-sleeve 14, extending from 
a gear 15, so that the primary operating-star 
may be moved to engage With all of the op 
erating-rings, as above described, and at the 
same time will operate the gear - sleeve 14, 
which is carried in a sleeve 16, projecting 
from the casing B, as seen in Fig. 2. This 
gear engages with internal teeth of one of a 
number of registering-rings (each of which 
carries numbers on its periphery from “0” to 
“9, inclusive) which is designated 17. When 
the primary operating-star is rotated one-third 
of a revolution, the registering-ring will be ro 
tated, through the gear 15, from “0” to “1.” 
This “l will be brought beneath the charac 
ter inking and press machanism and will thus 
appear on the envelop next to the one-cent de 
nomination being used. This registering-ring 
carries a transferring-ring 18, which engages 
with a star-wheel 19, formed on the face of or 
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secured to a second gear 20, which meshes with figures, each group consisting of the lettel's 
the second registering-ring 21. As the regis 
tering-ring 17 is being rotated from “9 to 
“0” a notch 22 (shown in Fig. 5) in the trans 
ferring-ring will be engaged by the star-wheel 
19, and which will cause the star-wheel and its 
pinion to rotate one-third of a revolution. 
This will advance the second registering-ring 
from “0” to “1” simultaneously with the ad 
Vance of the first registering-ling from “9 to 
“0, and consequently “10 will be the num 
ber registered. This represents ten cents in 
postage. The first registering-ring will again 
make a complete rotation, when the second 
ring Will move from “1 to “2, which will 
indicate “20, and so on, registering each 
number up to “9 on each ring. When this 
is accomplished, the two rings 17 and 21 will 
be moved together around to Zero again, 
and simultaneously with such movement the 
transferring-ring 22 will engage with a star 
Wheel 23, formed on the gear 24, which en 
gages the next registering-ring 25 and through 
Such Star and geal will rotate said registering 
ring from “0” to “1,” thus indicating “100, 
Ol' One dollal's worth of postage used. This 
Same method of transferring is carried on 
through the transferring-ring 26, star-wheel 
and geal' 27, and registering-ring 2S, trans 
ferring-ring 29, star-wheel and its gear 30, 
and registering-ling 31, and transferring-ring 
32, Star-wheeland its gear 33, and registering 
ring 3-4, up to “S9,999.99. Should it be de 
Sired to register a larger amount, more trans 
ferring-lings, star-wheels, and combined 
gears and registering-rings may be employed. 
On the registering-ring 21 after each num 

ber appear the figure “S and the letter “o 
and so arranged that the “S” will come in 
line With the year-date after each register 
lumber is in printing position. The letter 
“O'” is also and at the same time brought into 
line with the other letters of the word “Ohio 
and forms the last letter therein. The other 
figures of the year and the other letters of the 
Word “Ohio are similarly arranged on their 
l'espective registering-rings 31, 2S, and 25. 
On the periphery of the registering-ring 34, 
after each figure, is a commaso arranged as 
to come in line with the word “Springfield, 
printed on the envelop, while the figure itself 
is properly in line with the other figures of 
the register-number. 

Referring now to what may be termed the 
dating-rings 35, 36, 37, 3S, and 39, it will be 

seen that they fit within the casing B. Upon 
the periphery of the ring 39 are formed at least 
two sets of characters consisting of the letters 
S. ( ; P : R: and S. A R, respec 

tively. The letter “S” being the first letter 
of the word “Springfield, the letter “P” 
Standing for “past noon, and the letter “A 
standing for before noon. The letter “R 
is the first letter of the word “Register, ap 
pearing on the envelop-stamp. (Shown in Fig. 
14.) On the periphery of the dating-ring 3S 
appear a number of groups of letters and 

“pr, forming part of the Word “Springfield, 
“M, whichstands for meridian, and “eg, 
being palt of the word “Register,’ and in 
each group a figure or figures indicating the 
time of day-as, for instance, “2 A.M.' or “P. 
\I., according to whether “A” or “IP is in 
printing position on the dating-ring 39. On 
the ring 37 appear a number of groups of 
letters-ten in the machine here illustrated 
representing ten months of the year, and also 
the lettel's “ingfin the word “Springfield” 
and the letters “ist” in the word “Register. 
The letters in the word “Springfield’ and 

in the word “Register’ are unchanged in 
each group, while the month differs in each 
group in the order of the succession of months. 
In order to complete the full year, two of 
the groups are removed and two new groups 
are inserted in their place ill ally convenient 
manner, it being understood that each of 
these groups on each of these rings are formed 
of electrotypes in a similar manner to the de 
nominating characters. On the dating-ring 
36 appear at least three groups, in each of 
which groups the letters “iel” and the letter's 
“er, forming a portion of the word “Spring 
field and a portion of the word “Register, 
respectively, remain unchanged, while the 
figure forming a portion of the month-date 
changes from “1” up to “3, inclusive, and on 
the last dating-ring 35 appeal's the last letter 
of the word “Springfield in each group, as 
also a succession of figures from “0” to “9,” 
inclusive, there being as many groups as 
there are changes of figures and a character 
representing dollars. By referring to Fig. 1 
it will be seen that the casing is slotted above 
each of these dating-rings, as shown at A, 
and that a number of spring-detents B also 
engage with said dating-ling. These spring 
detents hold the rings in their set position, 
and when it is desired to reset them to col'- 
respond, with the time of day and the date 
the Spring-detents al'e disengaged One at a 
time, and the ring so disengaged is freely ro 
tated until the proper characters are brought 
in line with the denomination to be used. 
Thus it will be seen that with this invention 
the amount of postage being used is indi 
cated, the month, the day of the month, and 
the time of day, as also the name of the post 
office, together with the registered amount of 
postage used on each piece of mail-matter. 
By referring again to the transferring-lings 

it will be observed that the star Operated 
thereby is made to engage with its notch by 
means of a slightly-raised surface 40. After 
this star has been turned by engagement 
with the notch in this transferring-ring there 
is no way to turn the star backward or for 
ward, and since it engages with one of the 
registering-rings through its gear it too can 
not be moved. This is true of each of the reg 
istering-lings, and consequently no amount of 
tampering with them can change the register 
number from a higher to a lower denomina 
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tion. This is of great practical importance, 
as it prevents the Government from being 
cheated or robbed by registering less than 
the actual amount of postage used. 

Referring now to the operation of this in 
vention, it will be observed that the dove 
tailed plunger of the inking and press mech 
anism is operated in and out by the cam 
groove 9 cut in the outer face of the disk. 
When this plunger is thrown to its in position, 
as indicated in Fig. S, it will be understood 
that the locking-bars R and S engage with 
notches in the denomination-ring, the regis 
tering-rings, and the adding-rings, respec 
tively. These notches are indicated by , and 
O on each set of rings and are for the pur 
pose of permitting the rings to be locked in 
a fixed position when the envelop is being 
printed. The bars for preventing the en 
velops from being pressed against the stamp 
characters without operating the machine 
pass in through slots d' in the casing of the 
machine and one of said bars fits within an 
annular recess e' between the denomination 
ring and the first registering-ring. When 
the machine is in the position indicated in 
Fig. I, the characters to be impressed upon 
the mailable matter are in position to beinked, 
and when the roller 10 has advanced along 
the calm-groove to the position indicated in 
Fig. S the characters are being inked. When 
the operating parts are in the position shown 
in Fig. 9, the inking and press roll has been 
moved from the printing characters and the 
cam 4 has so operated upon the rock-arm Y 
as to cause the envelop grip and conveyer, 
which has been advanced close to the letter 
chute, to grip a letter by means of the grips 
U, which project underneath the lower edge 
of an envelop and advance the same to the 
proper position for inking. This movement 
of the envelop grip and conveyer causes the 
inking and press roll to be, rotated through 
the rack N, secured to said grip and conveyer 
mechanism engaging with the gear M of said 
roll, and brings the press-pad in the proper 
position for pressing the envelops against the 
inked characters. This causes the properim 
pression to be made on the envelop. As the 
cam-driving disk is still further operated, the 
rock-arm will permit the envelop grip and 
conveyer to return to the position shown in 
Fig. 7. When in this position, it will be ob 
served that the envelop-grips U are behind 
projections 41, which projections extend from 
the casing B, as clearly seen in Figs. 3 and 7 
to 11, inclusive. These projections I term 
“strippers,’ inasmuch as they act to strip the 
envelop from the envelop-grips, so that the 
envelop may drop between said strippers and 
the lower end of the chute into any suitable 
receptacle, as may be desired. In order that 
the inking and press roll may be rotated with 
out Striking the envelop, the conveyel mech 
anislm is cut out, as shown at 42 in dotted lines 
in Fig. 3. The letter-chute stands at such an 
angle that the envelops placed therein feed 

down of their Own Weight as fast as an en 
velop has been removed therefrom. Thus no 
matter how rapidly the machine may be op 
erated there is always an envelop awaiting 
the return of the envelop-grips, and hence the 
operation of stamping the letters is carried 
on With great regularity and speed. 

In order that the nut 43 may be held in its 
Set position, I provide a bar 44, which fits in a 
groove within the plunger II. This prevents 
the inking and press roll from becoming 
loose, which might otherwise occur if the nut 
43 were not locked in position, and also pre 
vents the inking-roll from being removed in 
order to tamper with the machine. 

Referring now to the device for locking the 
machine after a predetermined amount of 
postage has been used, it will be observed 
that in Fig. 5 is illustrated a clamp 45, adapt 
ed to be clamped to any one of the transfer 
ring-rings, the one illustrated being 18. When 
the ring bearing this clamp has made nearly 
a complete revolution, the clamp will strike 
the star-wheel 19 and prevent further rota 
tion. Inasmuch therefore as all the trans 
ferring - rings and registering - rings of the 
registering mechanism, as also the operating 
mechanism, are interconnected, when one part 
is stopped the whole machine will be stopped. 
This is of great practical importance, as, for 
instance, when a certain amount of postage 
has been paid for the machine may be set to 
stop when such amount has been used up. In 
order to know where to set the stop a scale 
46 is provided on the side of the first trans 
ferring-ring 18. (Shown in Fig. 5.) This 
scale acts as a guide in setting the stop on 
any of the rings. If the stop were placed at 
9 on the first ring, the machine would stop 
when nine cents had been indicated on the 
mail-matter. If set on the next transfering 
ring opposite the scale 9 on the first ring, then 
the machine would register ninety-nine cents, 
and so on, according to which registering-ring 
the clamp may be placed upon. 

In order to change the clamp from one trans 
ferring-ring to another, the cap C is removed, 
together with the cam-disk and the operat 
ing-rings, when access to the interior of the 
machine may be had. The opening of this ma 
chine in this manner is wholly controlled by 
the Post Office authorities, and consequently 
no one but the proper person can change the 
clamp. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A postal denominating registering and 
adding machine comprising denomination 
printing mechanism, registering mechanism 
and feeding mechanism for feeding mail-mat 
ter to said denomination-printing mechanism. 

2. A postal denominating registering and 
adding machine comprising denomination 
printing mechanism, having a plurality of 
denominations, adding and registering mech 
anism for adding and registering the amount 

75 

95 

IOC) 

EO 

II5 

I 25 

I 30 

  



IO 

3 5 

45 

55 

G 618,158 

of postage used and feeding mechanism hav 
ing mail-matter-gripping devices, for feeding 
mail-matter to said denominations. 

3. A postal denominating, registering and 
adding machine comprising a denomination 
printing mechanism having a plurality of 
denominations and locking means therefor, 
adding and registering mechanism having 
one or more registering-rings for adding and 
1'egistering the amount of postage used, and 
feeding mechanism having mail-matter grip 
ping and elevating devices for feeding mail 
matter to one of said denominations on said 
denominating-ring. 

4. In a postal denominating registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing, of a denomination-printing mechanism 
having a plurality of denominations thereon, 
and a locking device therefor, adding and 
registering mechanism having a plurality of 
registering-rings with transfelling means for 
transferring from one to another, and feed 
ing mechanism having mail-matter gripping 
and elevating devices carrying means for op 
erating an inking and compression roll with 
inking and compression pads thereon, for 
properly feeding the mail-lmatter. 

5. In a postal denominating registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing, of a denomination-printing mechanism 
having a plurality of denominations and ro 
tatably mounted therein, a locking device for 
locking said ring when set to print the desired 
denomination, adding and registering mech 
anism having a plurality of registering-rings 
also rotatably mounted in said casing and 
having registering characters on their periph 
ery, from which mail-matter may receive im 
pressions, transferring-rings secured to said 
registering-lings and adapted to transfer from 
One to the other, and feeding mechanism hav 
ing mail-matter gripping and elevating de 
vices. 

6. in a postal denominating, registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing, of a denomination-printing mechanism 
consisting of a ring having a plurality of de 
nominations thereon with one or more notches 
between each denomination rotatably mount 
ed therein, a locking device for locking said 
ring when set to print the desired denomina 
tion, adding and registering mechanism hav 
ing a plurality of registering-rings also mount 
ed in Said casing, and having sets of register 
ing characters on their periphery, one or more 
notches between each of said registering char 
acters matching the notches of said denomi 
nation-ring, transferring-rings secured to said 
registering-rings and adapted to transfer from 
One registering-ring to the other, and feeding 
mechanism having mail-matter gripping, ele 
Vating, inking and pressing devices. 

7. In a postal denominating, registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing of a denomination-printing mechanism 
consisting of a ring having a plurality of de 
nominations thereon with one or more notches 

between them and a plurality of bearing-teeth 
rotatably mounted in said casing, a locking 
device for locking said ring when rotated to 
present the desired denomination to printing 
position, and a shifter carried by said adding 
and registering mechanism having a plurality 
of registering-lings and also mounted in said 
casing and having sets of registering charac 
ters on their periphery, one or more notches 
between each of said sets of registering char 
acters matching the notches in said denomi 
nating-ring, and having teeth On their inte 
rior, transferring-lings secured to said regis 

itering-rings and adapted to transfer from one 
registering-ring to the other, gear-Wheels en 
gaging said interiol' teeth and a rotatable 
shifting device shifted by said shifter and 
adapted to engage and drive one of said gears, 
the rotary movement of said shifting device 
varying according to the denomination being 
used, and feeding mechanism having mail 
matter gripping, elevating, inking and press 
roll operating devices. 

S. In a postal denominating, registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing, of a denomination-printing mechanism 
having one or more denominations thereon 
and mounted in the casing, registering mech 
anism and a driving device also mounted 
therein, one or more operating-rings driven 
by said driving device and adapted to oper 
ate said registering mechanism, and mail 
matter-feed mechanism for presenting mail 
matter to said denomination-printing mech 
anism. 

9. In a postal denominating, registering and 
adding machine, the combination with a cas 
ing, of a denomination-printing mechanism 
having a plurality of denominations thereon 
and rotatably mounted in said casing, regis 
tering mechanism and a driving device also 
mounted therein, a plurality of operating 
rings driven by said driving device or disk, 
shifting mechanism between said registering 
mechanism and Said operating-rings, a shift 
able operating device adapted to be shifted 
by said shifting mechanism into engagement 
with an operating-ring for operating said reg 
istering mechanism, and mail-lmatter-feed 
mechanism having one or more mail-mattel' 
grips for presenting said mail-matter to said 
denomination-printing mechanism. 

10. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing, of a denomination-printing mechan 
ism having a plurality of denominations 
thereon with one or more notches between 
them, and adapted to be rotated therein, reg 
istering mechanism and a driving device or 
disk also mounted therein, said registering 
mechanism having a plurality of rings with 
sets of registering characters thereon and hav 
ing one or more notches between each Set, 
driving-rings secured to and driven by said 
driving device, said driving-rings having a 
varying number of notches therein corre 
sponding respectively with the denomina 
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tions, an operating device between said driv 
ing- rings and said registering mechanism 
adapted to be shifted to engage with any one 
of said driving-rings, to drive said register 
ing mechanism accordingly, and mail-matter 
feeding mechanism having mail-matter-feed 
ing grips for presenting mail-matter to Said 
denominating-ring and locking-bars for en 
gaging with said denomination and register 
ing rings. 

11. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing, of a denomination-printing mechan 
ism rotatably mounted therein and having 
a plurality of denominations thereon with 
notches and bearing-teeth between them, and 
a locking device for locking said rotatable 
denomination-printing mechanism in any de 
sired position, a driving device having one or 
more cam-grooves therein, and means for op 
erating it, a plurality of driving-rings having 
a varying number of notches corresponding 
to the respective denominations and secured 
to said operating device, registering mechan 
ism having a plurality of registering-rings 
with sets of registering characters thereon, 
and notches and bearing-teeth between said 
sets being mounted in said casing, transfer 
ring-rings secured to said registering-rings 
an operating device between said registering 
mechanism and said driving-rings and adapt 
ed to drive the former, said operating device 
being adapted to be shifted to engage with 
any of the driving-rings whereby the denomi 
nation used will be added and registered, and 
a mail-matter-feeding mechanisin adapted to 
grip and present said mail-matter and hav 
ing locking-bars carried thereby and adapted 
to engage with said notches in said denomi 
nation and registering rings at suitable in 
tervals. 

12. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having a stud or projection extend 
ing inward therefrom of a denomination-print 
ing mechanism rotatably mounted therein 
and having a plurality of denominations 
thereon and a locking device for locking said 
denomination-printing mechanism in any die 
sired position, a shifter carried by said mech 
anism, a driving device having inking and 
press mechanism and mail-matter grip and 
conveyer mechanism, operating cam-surfaces 
on said operating device as also driving-rings 
each having notches corresponding with the 
l'espective denominations, registering mech 
anism mounted in Said casing having rings 
With sets of registering devices in their pe 
riphery and driving-teeth on their interior, a 
shiftable sleeve or collar having a helical 
groove and mounted on said stud or projection, 
said groove adapted to receive said shifter 
carried by said denomination-printing mech 
anism, a shiftable star-wheel carried by said 
sleeve and adapted to be shifted into engage 
ment with any one of said driving - lings 
through the rotation of said denomination 

printing mechanism, a driven gear driven by 
said shiftable star-wheel and meshing with 
one of said registering - rings, transferring 
means between said registering - rings for 
transferring from one to the other, and ink 
ing and press mechanism adapted to be op 
erated by its said cam and mail-matter gril) 
and conveyer mechanism having mail-matter 
grips, locking-bars, and an inking and preSS 
ing roll operating rack adapted to present 
such gripped mail-matter to be acted on by the 
printing mechanism and lock the printing 
and registering rings when moved by its op 
erating-cam. 

13. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination. With 
a casing having denomination-printing mech 
anism, registering-rings and operating-rings 
mounted therein, of a shiftable sleeve mount 
ed thereon having a helical groove, and a 
shifter projecting within said groove and car 
ried by said denomination-printing mechan 
ism, to shift said sleeve on said Stud, and a 
rotatable device adapted to be shifted into 
engagement with one of said operating-rings 
to drive said registering-rings. 

14. In a postal denominating registering 
and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having denomination-printing mech 
anism, registering mechanism and operating 
rings mounted therein, of a slidable shiftable 
sleeve having a helical groove mounted on a 
stud extending from said casing, and carry 
ing a bifurcated arm or extension, a shift 
able star projecting within said bifurcated 
extension and a shifter secured to said de 
nomination and printing mechanism and 
adapted to shift said sleeve when said denomi 
nation-printing mechanism is adjusted to en 
gage with one of Said Operating-rings corre 
sponding with the denomination being used. 

15. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing having denomination-printing mech 
anism, registering mechanism and operating 
rings mounted in said casing, a stud and a 
projecting sleeve from said casing, a shifting 
sleeve mounted on said stud having a bifur 
cated arm or extension, a gear having a sleeve 
mounted in said sleeve projection, a primary 
operating-star having a shank slidable in Said 
gear-sleeve and fitting within said bifurcated 
arm and adapted to rotate said gear, and a 
shifter carried by said denomination-printing 
mechanism and adapted to project Within a 
helical groove on said shifting sleeve to shift 
it to cause the primary operating-star to en 
gage with the operating-ring corresponding 
With the denomination being used. 

16. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing having denomination-printing mech 
anism, registering mechanism and operating 
rings mounted in said casing, a stud and a 
projecting sleeve from said casing, a shiftable 
sleeve mounted on said stud and having a 
helical groove on its periphery, and a bifur 
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:ated ar), a pinion having a sleeve mounted nomination mechanism is inked and whereby 
in said projecting sleeve, one or more gears 
mounted on said gear-sleeve and meshing with 
the rings of said registering mechanism and 
forming a part thereof, secondary star-wheels 
formed on or secured to said gears, transfer 
l'ing-rings engaging said star-wheels for trans 
ferring from one ling to another, a primary 
operating-star having a shank fitting within 
Said sleeved gear and slidably keyed thereto, 
Said primary star fitting within said bifur 
cated alm, and a shifter Secured to the de 
lomination and printing mechanism and 
adapted to extend within said helical groove 
and shift said sleeve and said primary oper 
ating-star into engagement with one of said 
operating-lings corresponding with the de 
nomination being used. 

17. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
Casing having denomination-printing, regis 
tering and dating mechanisms mounted there 
in, and slots extending through it opposite 
said denomination-printing and dating mech 
anisms, and locking means for locking said 
mechanisms in their set positions. 

J.S. In a postal denominating, legistering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing, of denomination-printing dating and 
registering mechanisms mounted therein, said 
casing having slots respectively opposite each 
dating mechanism and opposite said denomi 
nation and printing mechanism, spring-de 
tents carried by said casing and engaging with 
Said dating mechanism to lock the same and 
a thumb-screw, to lock the said denomination 
printing mechanism. 

19. In a postal denominating registering 
and adding machine, the combination with a 
casing having a central projection extending 
in Ward from one end thereof, said projection 
having a reduced part, of a sleeve-carrying 
Operating mechanism and mounted on said 
l'educed portion said sleeve being substan 
tially flush with the unreduced portion of the 
projection, and a shifting collar mounted upon 
said flush surfaces. 

20. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having denomination mechanism 
therein, of Operating mechanism, inking and 
press mechanism operated thereby, and mail 
matter-feeding mechanism also operated by 
Said operating mechanism, whereby said de 

said mail-matter is dellominated. 
21. In a postal denominating, registering 

and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having denomination mechanisml 
therein, of operating mechanism having a plu 
rality of cam-surfaces, character-inking and 
press mechanism mounted in Said casing and 
operated by one of Said calm-surfaces, mail 
matter grip and conveyer mechanism carried 
by said character-inking and press mechan 
ism and adapted to be operated independ 
ently of said character-inking and press mech 
anism by another of said cam-Surfaces. 

22. In a postal denominating registeling 
and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having denomination mechanism 
therein, of operating mechanism having a plu 
rality of cam-surfaces, character-inking and 
press mechanism slidably mounted in one end 
of said casing and operated by One of Said 
calm - Surfaces, a mail - matter grip and Con 
veyer slidably mounted in said character 
inking and press mechanism and independ 
ently operated by another of said cam-sur 
faces and having a rack to engage a gear on 
said inking and press roll and adapted to ro 
tate said roll in position for inking said de 
nomination mechanism and for pressing said 
mail-matter. 

23. In a postal denominating, registering 
and adding machine, the combination with 
a casing having denomination mechanism 
therein, of operating mechanism having a plu 
rality of cam-surfaces, character-inking and 
press mechanism slidably mounted in the cap 
of said casing and carrying a roller engaging 
With one of said cam-surfaces to operate it, 
said last-named mechanism carrying an ink 
ing and press roll, a mail-matter grip and 
conveyer slidably mounted in said character 
inking and press mechanism and having a 
rack for engaging and operating said inking 
and press roll and a rock-arm pivotally con 
nected to said mail-matter grip and conveye' 
at one end and at its other end engaging with 
another of said calm - surfaces whereby said 
mail-matter grip and conveyer is operated. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
EILMER. E. WOLF, 

Witnesses: 
W. M. MCNAIR, 
JAS. C. DAWLEY. 
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