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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriam E. TIMMER-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Chieago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, haveinvented certain newand use-
ful Improvements in Puzzles, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact specifica-

tion. ‘ |

My invention relates to that class of puz-
zles which have for their object the arrange-
ment of a movable body in a eertain position
with reference to some other part, and more
particularly to that class in which the mov-
able body is arranged in an inclosing case
and rests upon a base board upon which it is
manipulated by the agitation of the board for
causing it to assume the desired position.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and pleasing puzzle or toy of this class
which may be cheaply manufactured and will
be entertaining or amusing in a maximum
degree. :

‘With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of novelty in the con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described with reference to
the accompanying drawings, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims. ‘

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a plan
view of my improved puzzle, and Fig. 2 is a
vertical cross section thereof. o

In carrying out my invention I employ a
base board over which is preferably arranged
a transparent inclosing case or cover and
within this inclosing ease upon the base board
I locate a movable object of irregular form
and being composed of such material that the
slightest agitation of the casing will alter its
position, the board being provided with a
pocket or goal so formed and located that
the movable object may not be placed thersin
excepting by mere chance or by a certain ma-
nipulation of -the device which is not appar-
ent at first sight.

The base board is represented at A, and it
is preferably struck out of a single piece of
sheet metal and formed integrally with an
upturned flange B which constitutes the sides
of the casing or cover and which is itself
formed with a flange b which constitutes a
seat for a glass cover C, the edge of the flange
b being reamed over the glass.

The base board A is provided preferably at
a central point. with the pocket or goal D in
which it is the object of the puzzle to place
the movable object E, the surface of the base
A being bulged upwardly toward the pocket
D so_that the object E may not be readily

‘rolled into the pocket but will have a tend-

ency to roll away from the pocket.
The object E is preferably elliptical or egg

'shape and its larger end which is the end to

be placed in the pocket D is complementary
in shape to such pocket so that by proper
manipulation of the puzzle the object may be
caused to stand on end in.a vertical position
in the pocket, the purpose of making the ob-

ject elliptical or egg shape being to render

its movement more irregular, and less subject
to the control of the operator.

The object E may be composed of any suit-
-able material such as wood, metal or gutta-

percha or even cork,but I prefer to compose
it of elastiec rubber so that it will be exceed-
ingly sensitive to the slightest agitation of
the casing. - The baseor bottom A is also pro-
vided with a number of grooves or channels
a which radiate from the pocket D and ex-
tend preferably to the sides B. The real pur-
pose of these grooves or channels is to aid in
placing the object in the pocket D, but if the
puzzle is not properly manipulated they have
the tendency of only making the.agitation of
the object more violent and its movements
less regular. - In order to place the object in
the goal or pocket D however, it is only nec-
essary to agitate it until it rests within one
of the grooves a with its larger end turned
toward the pocket D; and then by holding
the groove.in which it rests level and lightly
tapping the casing lengthwise of the groove
the object will be caused to slide along the
groove until it reaches the pocket. D where-
upon the preponderance of weight in its larger
end will eause it to tip downward at that end
and sink into the pocket in an upright posi-

tion.

The prineiple of my invention may be em-
bodied in any suitable design such as that
shown where it is to be utilized as a toy sim-
ply; or it may be made up in the form of a
glass paper weight and in fact in any other
design without departing from the spirit of
my invention. o ‘

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

96

95

100




w

526,467

Having thus deseribed my invention, what | pocket, a transparent casing over said board
Iclaim asnew therein, and desire to secure by | and an egg shaped object arranged within
Letters Patent, is— said casing, substantialiy as set forth.

1. As anew and useful article of manufae- 3. As anew and useful article of manufae-

5 ture, a puzzle having in combination a base | ture, a puzzle having in combination a base zo
board provided with a pocket and being in- | board provided with a pocket, and grooves
clined downwardly from said pocket and hav- | leading to said pocket, a casing inclosing said
ing grooves leading to said pocket, and an | board and an egg shaped object composed of
elastic irregular rolling object arranged on | elastic rubber arranged within said casing,

10 said board, substantially as set forth. substantially as set forth.

2. As a new and useful article of manufac- T
ture, a puzzle having in combination a base : . W,ILLIAM E. TIMMERMAN.
board provided at its center with a pocket and Witnesses:
grooves radiating from said pocket, the said F. A. HOPKINS,

15 board being inclined downwardly from said JNoO. G, ELLIOTT.
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