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To all whom it may concerrw:
Be it known that I, EUGENE B. MAGNUS,of
South Norwalk, Fairfield county, and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and Im-
proved Fireman’s Tower, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.
This invention consists in a certain combi-
nation of ladders and means of connecting
them, the whole forming a scaling-tower for

firemen, which may be set on the ground ata.

safe or moderate distance from a burning
building, and which presents a series or group
of inclined Iadders in different planes around
an imaginary center, whereby convenience is
afforded for a number of firemen to stand in
different positions, and at varying elevations
to simultaneously ‘play?’’ with their respect-
ive hose in various directions upon the burn-

- ing structure, also whereby the tower may be

20

25

30

40

45

readily put together and dismembered to facili-
tate its erection, removal, and packing away.

By the combination of an addition or exten-

sion Jadder and suitable props, the tower may
also be used as & fire-escape and means for the
firemen to work closer and at-a still higher
elevation, or to enter the burning building,ail
as hereinafter fully described, and pointed oub
in the claims. '

Reference is to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents & view in perspective

of the ladder-tower as erected in fronf of aburn--
ing building, with appendages for use also as

a fire-eseape; and Fig. 2isaplan, upon alarger
scale, of a certain triangular brace or tie for
uniting the series of tower-ladders at their up-
per ends.

A, B, and C indicate three ladders, which
may be of ordinary or any suitable construc-
tion, and of any desired length. These lad-

ders, when not in use to form the tower, may .

be separately carried or packed away, thus
affording great convenience for storing them
and for- earrying them to and from a fire.
Said ladders, which are preferably of uniform
length,are arranged, when erected, to form the

- tower, so that each ladder in its transverse or
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horizontal seetion constitutes one and differ-
ent side, or side in part, of a triangular figure,
said ladders,too, meeting,or nearly so, at their
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(No model.)

| upper ends, buf inelining outward ina down-

ward direction, so as to give a wide or steady
base, and by the arrangement or grouping of
them, as described, constituting a series of
scaling-tower sides in different planes around
an imaginary upright center line. To pro-
vide for thus arranging and erecting these lad-
ders, the same are united ab or near their up-
per ends by means of a triangular brace or
tie,” D I, on which the ladders are free to
turn to provide for sefting them in or out at
their lower ends. The one portion D of this
upper connecting device consists of a single
rod bent to form two sides or legs of a trian-
gle, each of which has slid on or over i, re-
spectively,the upper ends of the Iadders A B,
that have their sides suitably perforated for
the purpose, and so that they are free to turn
on said legs. The other side or leg D' of the
triangular tie, which has the ladder C simi-
larly fitted on if, is a separate piece, and is
united with the legs of the piece D by causing
outer end portions & b of said legs to pass
through slotted end portions ¢ ¢ of the sepa-
rate leg or piece IV, and afterward securing
them by keys or cotters d d, which may be at-

‘tached by cords or chains to the ladder C.

The lower end portions of the several lad-
ders A. B © are or may be connected by en-
gaging and disengaging and preferably ad-
justable hooked rods, cords, or hooking-chains
s s, to hold the ladders at their base properly
extended.

By means of this scaling-tower a number of
firemen may ascend to a convenient height,and
oceupy different facial positions to play with
their hose or nozzles on a burning building,
and at such distance therefrom as to protect
them from being scorched or injured.

To use the scaling-tower as a fire-escape, or
to provide for the firemen manipulating their
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hose at a still higher elevation and closer to

the building, or to allow of the firemen enfer-
ing the burning building through an upper
window or door, the tewer-ladder nearest the
building may receive on over one of its rounds
the lower slotted end of a supplementary lad-
der, B, which may rest at itsupper end against
the building, and said supporting tower-lad-
der be braced by props F T, having slotted
attachments e at their upper ends,arranged to
receive within them a round of the supporting
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tower-ladder, and provided with pointed ends
or spurs.f f ab their lower ends for entry with-
in the ground to secure them in position.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination, with the scaling sides
or ladders A B C of the tower, of a triangular
upper connecting device constrocted to pro-
vide for the swinging or turning of the lad-
ders respectively upon its several sides or
legs, essentially as described.

2. The combination, with the ladders A B
C, of a triangular upper connecting device
composed of independent sections D IV, the
one of which is made to form twosides orlegs
of the triangle, and the other the remaining
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leg thereof, and which are constructed to pro-
vide for the swinging of the ladders on them,
and to allow of the dismemberment and se-
curing of said sections and the ladders carried 20
by them, substantially as specified.

3. The combination, with a many-sided lad-
der-tower, substantially as described, of the
supplementary ladder E, slotted at its lower
ends, and the upper slotted and lower pointed 23
props I T, essentially as and for the purposes
‘herein set forth.

E. B. MAGNTS.

Witnesses: ,
CARLISLE NORWOOD,
‘Wi, -SHIPSEY.




