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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that we, GEORGE WILLIAM 

CROWE and WALTER KNOWSLEY MASSAM, 
merchants, subjects of the Queen of Great 
Britain, and residents of Hull, in the county 
of York, England, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Pencil-Cases, 
(for which we have obtained a patent in Great 
Britain, No. 4,123, dated March 17, 1890,) of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact Specification. 
Our present invention relates to improve 

ments in penholders, pencil-cases, erasing 
knives, styles, and similar articles; and the 
object thereof is to arrange and construct said 
articles in such a manner that they will con 
tain in a compact and handy form informa 
tion useful to persons using the same, to at 
tain which we apply to the articles aforesaid 
any of the arrangements illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation, Fig. 2 is a 
front elevation, and Fig. 3 is a reversed ele 
vation, of an arrangement of our present im 
provements applied to a pencil-holder. Fig. 
4 is an elevation of an arrangement of our 
presentimprovementapplied to a combination 
penholder and pencil-case. Fig. 5 is a sec 
tional elevation, and Fig. 5* a cross-sectional 
plan, taken on line 33 of Fig. 5, of a pen with 
our improvements thereon and in which a 
rubber spring is employed applied to a pen 
holder. Fig. 6 is a sectional elevation, and 
Fig. 7 a cross-section on line y if of said figure, 
of a penholder with our improvements there 
on and in which a clock-spring is employed. 
Similar letters refer to similar parts through 

out the several views. 
Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, We employ a 

ribbon of silk or leather or cotton or thin steel 
or other suitable metal or material A, the end 
a' of which is secured to a strip of metal or 
wire a, which is preferably made with a loop 
eye or button a in order that it may be easily 
gripped with the thumb and finger when re 
quired to pull out the said ribbon A. The 
end at of the saidribbon A we attach or secure 
in any suitable manner to a cylinder or drum 
B, which is arranged so as to be capable of 
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coil the same round a spindle D, which is 
peeferably square in cross-section. A portion 
of the spindle D fits into the end of drum B 
and extends beyond said end, for the purpose 55 
hereinafter specified. The upper or opposite 
end of drum B is made solid and has either 
made with or secured to it a pin b’. The 
pencil-case E is formed as shown in order to 
receive said cylinder or drum B, and it has a 6o 
Square hole e' for the reception of the pro 
truding portion of the spindle D. A round 
portion is formed on said spindle D, so that 
the lower end of drum B can revolve thereon. 
Around hole e' is formed at the upper part 65 
of the case E for the reception of the pin b’. 
The end a of the ribbon A is first secured 

to the drum B, as before described, and it is 
then rolled round said drum, and, together 
with the same, is fitted within the part of said to pencil-case Earranged for its reception. Sub 
Sequently this part is incased over in a man 
ner so as to leave a suitable slote', Fig. 3, in 
Order that the ribbon A may be drawn out as 
required. When pulling out the ribbon A, as 75 
shown at Fig. 2, the drum B is caused to re 
Volve and the Spring C contracts or coils far 
ther up around the shaft D. It will be seen 
that one end of spring C is fastened to the 
drum B and the other end is fastened to the 8 
shaft D, which latter is a fixture, so that as 
the ribbon A is pulled out it causes the drum 
B to revolve and to wind up said spring C, as 
aforesaid, thus storing up sufficient energy in 
the drum B, so that the same will revolve in a 85 
direction to wind up the ribbon A automati 
cally when the same is released. 
The ribbon A may, as beforestated, be com 

posed of any suitable material or metal and 
may have printed, stamped, embossed, orother- go 
wise marked or impressed thereon and upon 
one or both sides thereof any information 
Such as a calendar (see Fig. 2) or post-office 
information (see Fig. 5) or other information 
useful for reference. One side of saidribbon 95 
A may be set apart for advertisements, as 
shown at Fig. 4, or a portion or the whole may 
be set apart for said purpose, as shown. 
Where preferred, more than one drum B 

may be employed, and consequently more Ioo 
revolving within the case E. Within the said than one ribbon Aused, as illustrated at Fig. 4. 
cylinder or drum B we arrange a spring Cand Referring to Fig. 5, we form the spring C 
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of a band or loop of india-rubber of a rect-sary to lift the pawl G, to release it from the 25 
angular, circular, or other suitable form in 
cross-section, and the said band passes over 
pins e, which are secured to the penholder, 
as shown. It will be obvious that in this case 
when the ribbon A is pulled out it causes the 
drum B to revolve and the india-rubber spring 
or band C to twist or wind up, thus storing 
sufficient energy to wind back the ribbon A 
upon the drum Bautomatically when the for 
mer is released. 
Where it is desired to arrange the ribbon 

A so that when it is pulled out from the case 
E to the required distance it may be automati 
cally retained in said position, We employ a 
ratchet F, which is made with or fixed to the 
end of drum B, and we arrange a pawl G to 
engage with said ratchet F. In this arrange 
ment when the ribbon A is pulled out the 
pawl G prevents the ratchet-wheel F turning 
back again, and so holds the drum B in re 
quired position and the ribbon. A remains ex 
tended, and in order to allow said drum B to 
again wind up the ribbon A it is only neces 

ratchet-wheel. , 
What we claim as our invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
A pencil-case or the like having, in combi 

nation, a hollow drum journaled in the case 
and having a pin arranged in the interior of 
the same, pins arranged in the case adjacent 

30 

to the ends of the drum, and a rubber, band 
having connections with said pins, whereby 
when the ribbon shall have been drawn out 35 
by hand it shall be automatically rewound by 
the torsional action of the rubber band, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing 

we have hereunto set our hands this 3d day 4o 
of April, 1891. 

GEO. W. CROWE. 
WALTER, K. MASSAM. 

Witnesses: 
J. W. JoHNSON, 

25 High St., Hull. 
E. JONES, 

Hill. 

  


