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8 Ciaims,

This invention is a ventilated cap, particularly
for use in the summertime, and especially for
providing a cap which shall be of a neat, con-
servative appearance with perfect conformity to
the head and yet is construcied to provide for
adequate and thorough cecling of the forehsad
of the wearer.

The hot, uncomifcriable feeling of the ordinary
cap or hat in the summertime is due largely to
the fact that the sweat band covers a substan-
tial part of the forehead, and prevents cooling
of the forehead. In the prior art, many types
of ventilated caps have been proposed, butb they
usually have a sweat band of normal width
which contacts the forehead and makes the cap
hot and uncomfortahle in hot weather.

The prior art has also proposed caps on wire
frames and the like, for spacing the cap away
from the forehead, but such wire frames are

more or less rigid and uncomfortabie and spoil:

the neat, conservative design of the cap. Scme
of these caps omit the sweat band altogether,
which spoils the appearance of the cap and,
morecver, makes it fit so loosely that the cap will
nct stay in position on the head, and will be
blown off very readily. Some have a gauze or
other perforated material between the sweat
band and visor which prevents a maximum flow
of air.

The cap cf the present invention is provided
with a visor, the central rear portion of which
is provided with a cuf cut recess of substantial
size. The cap has a sweat band along the sides
and rear, of normal width, but the front central
portion of the sweat band, which defines the
rear edge of the recess in the visor, is made as
narrow as is pessikle, for providing a minimum
area of contact between the sweat band and the
forehead, thereby exposing a maximum area of
the forehead to the cocling effect of air ad-
mitted through the recess in the visor.

The recess in the visor is totally unckstructed
and the sweat band extending acrcss from one
side of the visor to the other preserves the shape
of the cap and the shape of the visor and yet,
by virtue of its being made very narrow, exposes
the maximum area of forehead to be cceled.

The narrowed, central portion of the sweat
band may ke made by cuiting it away or by
doubling it on itself and sewing such doubled
portions together. Furthermors, the central nar-
rowed portion may be bowed or arched upwardly,
so that in use the narrowed portion of the sweat
band will be positioned substantielly at the

- frontal hair line of the wsarer, thereby to ex-~ !

pose the entire forehead for cooling by air ad-
mitted through the recess in the visor.

The main featurss of the invention having
been thus outlined, the invention will be further
described in connection with the accompanying
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drawings, showing the present preferred em-
hodiments of the invention.
+In these drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view ¢f a cap of the
present invention;

Figure 2 is a view from below of the cap of
Fig. 1;

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Pigure 4 is a side view showing another form
of the invention;

Figure 5 is a transverse section, looking toward
the front, of the cap of Fig. 4;

Figure 6 is a fragmentary, longitudinal cross
section of a modification;

Figure 7 is a section on the line 7—7 of Fig. 6;

Figures 8, 9 and 10 are transverse sections,
looking toward the front, showing three modifi-
cations.

Referring now to these drawings, in which
similar reference .characters indicate similar
parts, the cap comprises a hody portion 2, to
which is secured the visor 4 along diagonally
converging lines § and 8, at the outer rear part
of the visor. The central rear part of the visor
is provided with a large recess or cut out I8,
which recess is entirely unobstructed.

The cap is provided with a sweat band {4; that
portion {6 of the sweat band defining the rear
part of the visor recess {8, which is that portion
of the sweat band which contacts the forehead
of the wearer, is made very narrow. This nar-
rowing of the sweat band may be accomplished,
for example, by cutting and finishing with a
rolled edge, or, as shown in Figure 3, by doubling
the band on itself, and securing the doubled-over
portions, as by stifches 18. The mechanical ad-
vantage of the sweat band, in preserving the
shape of the cap and in holding the cap in place
on the wearer’s head, is maintained, while at the
same time, the maximum area of forehead is ex-
posed te the cool air admitted through the visor
recess {8. While the doubled portion of the
sweatl kand is narrow, it is as strong and durable

~ as the body of the sweat band.

60

In the cap shown in Figures 4 and 5, the front
central portion {9 of the sweat band 20 is made
not ounly very narrcw but at the same time is
upwardly bowed or arched so that, as indicated
in Figure 4, this part 19 is substantially at the

frontal hair line of the wearer, thereby expos-

ing the entire forehead to cooling air admitted
through the recess 19.  As is evident from Figs.
1, 2 and 5, the narrow portion of the sweat band
is joined to the wider portions thereof by sec-
tions of gradually varying width, so that the
change of width is gradual, rather than abrupt.

Caps of this sort are usually made of soft
flexible material which, in: some instances, might
tend to sag down and somewhat obstruct the
flow of air through the recess 10. In order to
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hold the front portion of the cap well away from
the recess 10, so that the overlaying front does
not sag down and cover it up, there may be
provided, as shown in Figures 6 and 7, a curved,
resilient, longitudinally extending stiffening rib
22 of Celluloid, Bakelite, regenerated cellulose,
synthetic resin or the like, which rib, by virtue
of its stiffness and resiliency, holds up the front
portion of the cap, improving the general ap-
pearance of the cap and, what is more impor-
tant, provides for a better and free flow of air
through the passage 18. The rib 22 is prefer-
ably enclosed between the outer part 24 and
inner lining strip 26 of the cap. Such a rib may
be used with all modifications of the present
invention.

In the modification of Fig. 8, the sweat band
28 is provided with a centrally narrowed, fore-
head contacting portion 38, which may be made
by cutting away and rolling the edge, if de-
sired, or by folding over and stitching, as in Fig-
ure 3.

In the modification of Figure 9, the sweat band
32 is provided with a centrally narrowed fore-
head contacting portion 34, made by cutting
away and rolling the edge, by folding over and
stitching, etc. In this form the narrow portion
34 is at about the level of the lower edge of
the sweat band.

In the modification of Figure 10, the sweat
band 36 is made extremely narrow, about one-
half or even one-fourth as wide as the usual
sweat band. By virtue of this extreme narrow-
ing, such a sweat band covers only about one-
half or one-fourth as much of the wearer’s fore-
head as with the usual sweat band, and so a much
greater cooling effect is obtained.

While I have illustrated my invention in some
detail, it should be understood that the inven-
tion is not limited to the precise details shown,
but may be carried out in other ways, as falling
within the scope of the following claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A ventilated cap comprising a visor, the cen-
tral, rear portion of which is recessed to pro-
vide an opening of substantial size, a sweat band
extending arcund the wearer’s head and across
said recess and defining the rear edge thereof,
that portion of the sweat band bordering said
recess being made substantially narrower than
the body portion of the band and upwardly
arched, so as in use to be positioned substantially
at the frontal hair line of the wearer, to ex-
pose the entire forehead to the cooling effect of
air admitted through the recess in the visor.

2. A ventilated cap comprising a visor, the cen-
tral, rear portion of which is recessed to provide
a ventilating opening of substantial size, a yield~
apbly conforming sweat band extending across
said recess and defining the rear edge thereof,
that portion of the sweat band bordering said
recess being in the form of a narrow strip sub-
stantially narrower than the main portion of the
sweat btand, said harrowed portion of the sweat
band being that portion thereof which contacts
the forehead of the wearer, said narrowed por-
‘tion being arched upwardly substantially above
the normal upper edge of the sweat band, so as
to extend substantially to the frontal hair line
of the wearer, for exposing a maXximum area of
the wearer’s forehead to cooling air entering
said recess and at the same time maintaining the
proper shape of the visor.
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3. A ventilated cap comprising a body portion,
a visor, the central, rear portion of which is
recessed to provide a ventilating opening of
substantial size, the front of the body portion
of the cap overlaying the recess in the visor,
and stiffening means extending forwardly and
over said recess for holding said coverlaying
body portion away form said recess.

4. A ventilated cap comprising a body portion,
a visor, the central, rear portion of which is re-
cessed to provide a ventilating opening of sub-
stantial size, the front of the body portion over-
laying the recess in the visor, and a curved,
flattened resilient longitudinally extending stiff-
ening strip carried by said overlaying portion
and extending forwardly and over said recess for
spacing said overlaying porticn away from said
ventilating opening.

5. A veatilated cap comprising a body portion,
a visor, the central, rear portion of which is re-
cessed to provide a ventilating opening of sub-
stantial size, the front of the body portion
overlaying the recess in the visor, a sweat band
extending across said recess and defining the
rear edge thereof, that portion of the sweat band
bordering said recess being made substantially
narrower than the main portion of the sweat
band, and stiffening means for holding said over-
laying portion spaced away from the recess in
the visor, said stiffening means cooperating with
the narrowed sweat band to admit a maximum
amount of cooling air to a maximum area of the
wearer’s entire head.

6. A ventilated cap comprising a body portion,
a visor, the central, rear porticn of which is
recessed to provide a ventilating opening of sub-
stantial size, the front of the body portion over-
laying the recess in the visor, a sweat band ex-
tending across said recess and defining the rear
edge thereof, that portion of the sweat band
bordering said recess being made substantially
narrower than the main portion of the sweat
band, and a resilient, flattened longitudinally
extending stiffening strip carried by the over-
laying portion for holding said overlaying por-
tion spaced away from the recess in the visor,
said stiffening strip cooperating with the nar-
rowed sweat band to admit a maximum amount.
of cooling air to a maximum area of the wearer’s
head, as exposed by the narrowed portion of
the sweat band.

7. A ventilated cap comprising a visor, the
central, rear portion of which is recessed to
provide a ventilating cpening of substantial size,
a sweat band, made very narrow, extending
across said recess and defining the rear edge
thereof, for providing a minimum area of con-
tact between the sweat band and the forehead,
and to expose a maximum area of forehead to
be cooled by air ddmitted through the recess
in the visor, said cap having a portion over-
laying the recess in the visor, and stiffening
means for holding said overlaying portion spaced
away from the opening in the visor, to admit a
maximum amount of cooling air.

8. A yieldably conforming sweat band for a
hat or cap whose section adjacent the wearer’s
forehead is very narrow, said forehead section
also arching upwardly substantially above the
normal upper edge of the sweat band and along
the mormal frontal hair line of the wearer.

PHILIP A. FISCHER.




