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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
The one piece thin-walled plastic tray has rows of up 

Wardly opening cup-shaped recesses to hold medicament 
cups. Each recess opens at one side to the center of an 
upwardly opening card receiving slot, these slots having 
alining end portions and protuberances at their centers 
with standing faces projecting toward the recesses, the 
slant being upwardly and rearwardly. The top edge of 
each protuberance is in line with the corresponding rear 
edges of the end portions of the slot, so that when a card 
or pack of cards, with the patient's name and pertinent 
instructions, is forced, bottom edge first, down into the 
slot it is bowed or flexed to fit into its slot around the pro 
tuberance, and by virtue of the slanting face of the latter, 
is both held under the pressure induced by the flexure of 
the card, so as not to blow or fall out, and also at such 
tilted angle to the vertical that the data is readily visible 
from above the tray. 

In the accompanying drawings FIG. 1 is a top perspec 
tive view of a hospital tray embodying the present inven 
tion. FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical longi 
tudinal sectional view taken on line 2-2, FIG. 1. FIG. 3 
is a fragmentary enlarged vertical transverse sectional 
view taken generally on line 3-3, FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is an 
enlarged fragmentary top plan view of one of the cup 
shaped recesses for a medicament cup and the slot for 
holding a card or pack of cards associated therewith. 
The present, hospital tray is in the form of a one piece 

thin-walled body 10 and preferably made of a molded or 
ganic plastic för lightness, although other sheet materials 
could obviously be used. The tray preferably has a down 
turned rim 11 which extends around the front edge 12 as 
well as the side edges 13 and rear edge 14. Along each 
side edge 13 the rim is formed with a downwardly open 
ing hand recess 15 extending fore-and-aft and serving as 
a grip. In carrying the tray, the nurse's fingers are placed 
in the underside of the recess 15 and her palms on the 
upper side thereof. 
The tray has fore-and-aft and transverse rows of up 

wardly opening cup-shaped recesses 16 each adapted to 
receive and retain the bottom of a cup 18 for holding a 
prescribed medicament (not shown). These cups can be 
made of any suitable material such as glass, plastic, pa 
per, and can also be of any suitable shape, being shown 
as being of upwardly enlarging frusto-conical form. 
The present invention is particularly concerned with a 

holder for one or more cards 19 associated with each 
cup 18 and its pocket 16. This card or pack of cards 
will usually set forth the patient's name and room num 
ber together with pertinent instructions from the doctor 
as to the time or method of administering the medica 
ment. A feature of the card holder is that the card is 
merely slid, bottom edge first, downwardly into its holder 
and is automatically both releasibly secured under pres 
sure so that it is not likely to blow away or fall from 
the holder, and also that the card is positioned at such 
slanting angle to the vertical as to be readily readable 
from above the tray. d 
To this end each card holder comprises an upwardly 
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opening card receiving slot 20, the center part 21 of 
which forms a continuation of and is arranged at the side 
of each cup-shaped recess remote from the front edge 12 
of the tray. Each slot 20 has alining end portions 22 pro 
jecting generally parallel with the front edge 12 of the 
tray in opposite directions from the center portion 21 
thereof. The body 10 of the tray is also formed to pro 
vide a protuberance 23 protruding horizontally from the 
central portion 21 of the card receiving slot toward the 
front edge 12 of the tray and toward the center of the 
cup-shaped recess 16 associated therewith. Another fea 
ture is that the upright side face 24 of each protuberance 
23 facing the front edge 12 of the tray slopes down 
wardly and forwardly relative to the vertical. A further 
feature is that the top edge of this protuberance 23 is 
in line with the rear edges 25 of the end portions 22 
of the slot 20. Another feature is that each cup-shaped 
recess 16 and its associated card receiving slot 20 have a 
common horizontal bottom 26. 

In use, each cup 18 is filled with the medicament pre 
Scribed for a particular patient and the name of the 
patient and room number, together with any instructions 
from the doctor as to administration of the medicament, 
are placed on the card 19. A plurality or pack of cards 
may be used. The cup 18 is then placed in one of the 
cup-shaped recesses 16 and its card or pack of cards 19 
are then pushed downwardly, bottom edge first, into the 
companion slot 20, and in doing so the bottom edge of 
the card or cards is forced to follow the slanting upright 
front face 24 of the protuberance 23, the ends of the 
cards fitting into the end extremities 22 of the slot. This 
slanting face 24 accomplishes two things. First, it bows or 
flexes the center part of the card or cards 19 forwardly 
so that when the card or cards reaches the bottom 25 it 
is held in its slot 20 under pressure induced by this flex 
lure of the card or cards. Secondly, the card or cards as 
sumes the slope of the upright face 24 so that upon so 
being inserted they slant upwardly and rearwardly so as 
to be readily readable from above the tray. The form of 
the slots 20 also permits the use of unusually wide cards 
without taking up additional tray space. 
As each patient's room is reached, the cup 18 together 

with the associated card or cards 19, are removed and 
placed at the patient's side. 

I claim: 
1. A thin-walled body forming a hospital tray for hold 

ing a multiplicity of medicament-containing cups together 
with one or more cards adjacent each cup, said cards fac 
ing toward the front edge of the tray and indicating the 
name of the patient and any prescribed information con 
cerning giving the medicament to that patient, and said 
body having a plurality of rows of upwardly opening cup 
shaped recesses shaped to receive and retain, severally, 
the bottoms of said cups, wherein the invention com 
prises an upwardly opening card receiving slot the center 
part of which forms a continuation of and is arranged at 
the side of each cup-shaped recess remote from said front 
edge of said tray, each of said card receiving slots having 
alining end portions projecting generally parallel with 
said front edge of said tray in opposite directions away 
from said cup-shaped recess, and a protuberance protrud 
ing horizontally from the central portion of each card 
receiving slot toward said front edge of said tray and to 
ward the center of the cup-shaped recess associated there 
with, whereby a card placed downwardly edgewise in 
each card receiving slot must be flexed to fit around said 
proturberance to be retained therein under pressure so 
as not to be in danger of being blown away or accident 
ally falling out. 

2. A body forming a hospital tray as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the upright side face of each protuberance fac 
ing said front edge of the tray slopes upwardly and rear 
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wardly wtih reference to the vertical, whereby the cards 
contained in said card receiving slots are positioned so 
as to be tilted upwardly and rearwardly so that the names 
and data thereon can be visible from above the tray. 

3. A body forming a hospital tray as set forth in claim 
2 wherein the top edge of each protuberance is generally 
in line with the companion top edges of said end por 
tions of the companion slot, whereby the card is so flexed 
and brought to a tilted position merely by forcing the 
card bottom edge first into its slot. 

4. A body forming a hospital tray as set forth in claim 
1 wherein the horizontal transverse width of said alin 
ing end portions of each card receiving slot is sufficiently 
great to permit the insertion of a plurality of said cards. 

5. A body forming a hospital tray as set forth in claim 15 

1 wherein each cup-shaped recess and its associated card 
receiving slot have a common horizontal bottom. 
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