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(57) Abstract: A power converter suitable for use in an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) includes tirst and second voltage busses,
an input port having a first terminal coupled to one of the first and second voltage busses, a neutral bus and an output terminal. A first
@\ switching circuit selectively couples a second terminal of the input port to the first and second voltage busses. A second switching
W circuit selectively couples the first and second voltage busses to the output terminal. A third switching circuit selectively couples the
first and second voltage busses to the neutral bus. Preferably, the first, second and third switching circuits are operative to produce an
AC output voltage at the output terminal from a DC input voltage at the input port such that alternating ones of the first and second
~ terminals of the first input port are referenced to the neutral bus for successive first and second hall cycles of the AC output voltage.
According to other embodiments, a DC voltage generating circuit is operative to produce respective first and second DC voltages on
first and second voltage busses. A {irst switching circuit is operative to selectively couple the first and sccond voltage busses to the
output terminal. A storage circuit connected to the output terminal includes a capacitive storage clement, a rectifying circuit coupling
the capacitive storage element to the output terminal, and a second switching circuit operative to selectively couple the capacitive

storage element to the output terminal.
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International Application No. PCTAUS 01 05594

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21(

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 33-37 (in part)

Claim 33, for wich the applicant has chosen not to provide reference to
any of the figures of the application, does not provide the search
examiner with any conceptual limitation of the suject matter being
claimed. The specification:"rectifyingly coupling first and second
capacitors to the load to produce respective first and second DC voltages
across respective ones of the first and second capacitors from an AC
output voltage at the load" does not provide any clear concept for
search". The claim 33 does not provide corresponding features to the
independent claims 1 and 24 as at least the DC power source with a
terminal connected one of two voltage busses is missing in claim 33. It
is thus clear that claim 33 is not concerned with the same inventive
matter as claims 1 and 24, but it unclear to which other inventive matter
claim 33 refers.

A possible interpretation of claim 33 is a full-bridge rectifier (four
switches involved as stated) with two buffer capacitors. A such document
is provided, and leaves no evident differences on the level of novelty
with claim 33. Being a possible novelty anticipation of claim 33, no
further search for claim 33 or the dependent claims 34-37 has been
performed.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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