
US 20060207954A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2006/0207954 A1 

Weston (43) Pub. Date: Sep. 21, 2006 

(54) FLUID COLLECTION RECEPTACLE Publication Classification 
SUPPORT DEVICE 

(51) Int. Cl. 
(76) Inventor: Mildred I. Weston, New Philadelphia, A47F 7/00 (2006.01) 

OH (US) 
(52) U.S. Cl. ......................................... 211/85.13: 604/345 Correspondence Address: 

DAVID PDURESKA 
BUCKINGHAM DOOLTTLE & 
BURROUGHS, LLP 
4518 FULTON DRIVE, NW (57) ABSTRACT 
PO BOX 35548 

CANTON, OH 44735-5548 (US) A fluid collection receptacle Support device consisting of a 
vertical Support member perpendicularly attached or con 

(21) Appl. No.: 11/374,773 tiguously formed with a horizontal Support member that is 
(22) Filed: Mar. 14, 2006 received between the mattress of a low-rise hospital bed and 

e - rs the underlayment of the mattress. A Support means is located 
Related U.S. Application Data on or attached to the vertical support member from which a 

Foley bag can be supported or hung to allow for proper 
(60) Provisional application No. 60/662,223, filed on Mar. drainage of fluid from an occupant located in the bed and to 

16, 2005. further keep the fluid receptacle from contacting the floor. 

  



Patent Application Publication Sep. 21, 2006 Sheet 1 of 4 US 2006/0207954 A1 

0 

4-0 / 

22 

32 3. 

  



Patent Application Publication Sep. 21, 2006 Sheet 2 of 4 US 2006/0207954 A1 

/ 4-0   



Patent Application Publication Sep. 21, 2006 Sheet 3 of 4 US 2006/0207954 A1 

O 

  



Patent Application Publication Sep. 21, 2006 Sheet 4 of 4 US 2006/0207954 A1 

... ris . a 

fG. 4 

  



US 2006/0207954 A1 

FLUID COLLECTION RECEPTACLE SUPPORT 
DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

0001) This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi 
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/662,223, filed Mar. 16, 
2005. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002) 
0003. This invention relates generally to a device which 
functions as a Support device to hold fluid collecting recep 
tacles that are required to be maintained in relatively fixed 
positions with respect to the individuals from which the fluid 
is being collected. More particularly, it is concerned with a 
device for Supporting fluid collection bags, such as urinary 
collection bags, that is placed between the mattress of a 
low-rise hospital bed and the underlayment of the mattress 
and which provides an upright Support member on which the 
collection bag can be hung. 
0004 2. Background Art 

1. Field of the Invention 

0005 Commonly, fluid collection receptacles such as 
urinary drainage bags are provided with an open-ended hook 
so that they may be hung near a patient during the course of 
fluid collection. It has been a problem to conveniently place 
Such collection receptacles near the patient and still allow 
care providers to move freely around the patient and the 
hospital bed. Often, collection receptacles have been hung 
from stands that are placed near the bed of the patient. 
However, such stands are prone to tipping and must be 
circumvented by hospital personnel and care providers when 
carrying out their duties about the bed of a patient. 
0006 Additionally, devices have been developed that can 
be used as an adapter to securely attach a fluid receptacle to 
the bed frame Supporting a patient. However, these attach 
ment adapters are subject to certain limitations as not all 
hospital bed frame members are alike and, therefore, the 
adapters may not attach optimally for every hospital bed. An 
additional problem with these types of devices, is that 
because they are attached to the bed frame, they must be 
disassembled in order to remove them from the bed or 
transfer them from one bed to another as is common in the 
clinical setting. Therefore, when a patient is moved from one 
bed to another, as is common in both hospital and extended 
care facilities, the device must be disassembled and reas 
sembled on the new bed frame. This is inefficient because it 
takes additional time and introduces the possibility that the 
assembly on the new bed may be done improperly. 
0007. Therefore, there is a necessity for a fluid receptacle 
support device that would allow for: support of a fluid 
collection receptacle, is discrete so that it does not take up 
additional floor space around the bed of the patient, allows 
for universal use with most any low-rise hospital bed, and 
allows for easy transfer of the support device from one bed 
to another. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008 An objective of the fluid collection support device 
of the present invention is to provide a device for Supporting 
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a Foley bag or other fluid collection device that does not 
require an independent Support that takes up additional floor 
space around a patient in a long-term care or clinical setting. 
0009. Another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a fluid collection support device that can be dis 
posed in close proximity to the patient so that the dangers of 
accidental Snaring of the collection device and the tubes 
disposed within the patient are reduced to a minimum. 
0010 Yet another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a fluid collection Support device that is economical 
and easy to manufacture. 
0011 Still another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a fluid collection support device that is easy to 
remove from the bed and is also easy to transfer from bed to 
bed in a clinical setting. 
0012. These objectives and advantages are obtained by 
the fluid collection support device of the present invention 
which includes a vertical Support member, including a notch 
or clevis for hanging a bag or fluid collection receptacle 
therefrom, and attached to a horizontal Support member that 
is placed between the mattress of a low-rise hospital bed and 
the underlayment of the mattress to provide a means for 
hanging a fluid collection receptacle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 The preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, illustrative of the best mode in which applicant has 
contemplated applying the principles, is set forth in the 
following description and is shown in the drawings, and is 
particularly and distinctly pointed out and set forth in the 
appended claims. 
0014 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the preferred 
embodiment of the fluid collection receptacle support device 
of the present invention, showing the vertical and horizontal 
bracing members and the notch for hanging a fluid collection 
receptacle. 

0.015 FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the fluid 
collection receptacle Support device of the present invention, 
showing the notch in the upper portion of the vertical 
member for Supporting a hook that is in turn attached to a 
fluid collection receptacle. 
0016 FIG.3 is an elevational view of the fluid collection 
receptacle Support device of the present invention showing 
the horizontal member attached to the vertical member. 

0017 FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 1, showing the 
invention in use with the horizontal member received 
between the mattress of a low-rise hospital bed and the 
underlayment of the mattress and attached to the vertical 
member that is supporting a fluid collection receptacle. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0018 Turning now to the drawings, wherein the illustra 
tions are provided to show a preferred embodiment of the 
invention and not to limit the same, a fluid collection 
receptacle Support device of the present invention is indi 
cated generally at 10 in FIG. 1. The device 10 includes a 
vertical bracing member 20 attached to a horizontal bracing 



US 2006/0207954 A1 

member 30, the horizontal bracing member being generally 
disposed between the mattress of a low-rise hospital bed and 
the underlayment of the mattress, and notch 40 located on 
the upper portion of the vertical bracing member for Sup 
porting or hanging a fluid collection receptacle. 
0019 More specifically, device 10 includes a vertical 
bracing member 20 that is formed from a hard plastic or 
other Suitable rigid material Such as aluminum or metal. The 
vertical bracing member 20 is a solid tube shaped in the form 
of a three-sided rectangle having a pair of ends 21 and 22. 
The vertical bracing member is vertically disposed so that 
ends 21 and 22 are pointing generally downwardly and these 
ends are attached to the horizontal bracing member 30. 
Horizontal bracing member 30 is also formed from a hard 
plastic or other suitable rigid material Such as aluminum or 
metal. The horizontal bracing member 30 is also a solid tube 
shaped in the form of a three-sided rectangle having a pair 
of ends 31 and 32. The horizontal bracing member 30 is 
horizontally disposed so that ends 31 and 32 are pointing in 
a horizontal direction and so that end 31 is perpendicular and 
attached or formed contiguously with end 21 of the vertical 
bracing member 20. Likewise, end 32 is perpendicular and 
attached or formed contiguously with end 22 of the vertical 
bracing member 20. The attachment or contiguous forming 
of the ends 31, 21, and 32, 22 of the horizontal and vertical 
bracing members forms an overall L-shaped configuration as 
shown in FIG. 3. 

0020. A notch 40 that is a generally U or V-shape is 
formed in the middle upper portion of vertical bracing 
member 20. The notch 40 is oriented so that the lower 
portion of the U or V-shape of the notch is oriented in a 
generally downward direction. Notch 40 is useful for Sup 
porting a hook or other hanging device that is attached to a 
fluid collection receptacle. Typically, notch 40 has a suffi 
cient depth to allow only minimal movement of the hook 
from which the fluid collection receptacle is suspended 
while the hook is placed in the notch. Additionally, other 
attachment means could be used in conjunction with vertical 
bracing member 20 for Supporting a fluid receptacle, such as 
a clamp. 
0021. The horizontal bracing assembly 30 is received 
between the mattress of a low-rise hospital bed and the 
underlayment of the mattress in order to provide a means of 
Support for hanging a fluid collection receptacle therefrom. 
0022. Accordingly, the fluid collection receptacle support 
device of the present invention is simplified, provides an 
effective, safe, inexpensive, and efficient structure which 
achieves all of the enumerated objectives, provides for 
elimination of difficulties encountered with the prior art 
collection devices and solves problems and obtains new 
results in the art. 

0023. In the foregoing description, certain terms have 
been used for brevity, clearness, and understanding; but no 
unnecessary limitations are to be implied therefrom beyond 
the requirements of the prior art, because such terms are 
used for descriptive purposes and are intended to be broadly 
construed. 

0024 Moreover, the description and illustration of the 
invention is by way of example, and the Scope of the 
invention is not limited to the exact details shown or 
described. 
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0025 Having now described the features, discoveries and 
principles of the invention, the manner in which the 
improved support device is constructed, arranged and used, 
the characteristics of the construction and arrangement, and 
the advantageous, new and useful results obtained; the new 
and useful steps, structures, devices, elements, arrange 
ments, parts and combinations, are set forth in the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A support device for a fluid collection receptacle to be 

used in conjunction with a low-rise hospital bed comprising: 
a vertically disposed vertical bracing member; 
a horizontally disposed horizontal bracing member 

attached to said vertical bracing member, said horizon 
tal bracing member received between a mattress and an 
underlayment of said mattress; 

a Support means located on or attached to said vertical 
bracing member for Supporting a fluid collection recep 
tacle. 

2. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 1, wherein said vertical bracing member is a tube in 
the form of a three-sided rectangle having a pair of ends, 
each of said ends attached to or formed contiguously with 
said horizontal bracing member. 

3. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 1, wherein said horizontal bracing member is a tube in 
the form of a three-sided rectangle having a pair of ends, 
each of said ends attached to or formed contiguously with 
said vertical bracing member. 

4. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 3, wherein said horizontal bracing assembly is a 
generally U-shape. 

5. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 2, wherein said vertical bracing member is a generally 
U-shape. 

6. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 1, wherein said Support means is a notch medially 
located on the upper portion of said vertical bracing member. 

7. The support device for a fluid collection receptacle of 
claim 6, wherein said notch is a generally V or U-shape. 

8. A support device for a fluid collection receptacle for use 
in conjunction with a low-rise hospital bed comprising: 

a vertically disposed vertical bracing member further 
comprising a tube in the form of a three-sided rectangle 
having a pair of ends; 

a horizontally disposed horizontal bracing member fur 
ther comprising a tube in the form of three-sided 
rectangle having a pair of ends, each of said ends 
perpendicularly attached to or formed contiguously 
with a respective one of said ends of said vertical 
bracing member, 

a Support means located on or attached to said vertical 
bracing member for Supporting a fluid collection recep 
tacle, said support means further comprising a notch 
medially located on the upper portion of said vertical 
bracing member. 


