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This invention relates to certain new and use 
ful improvements in a brief and sample case, and 
more particularly to an improved means for Se 
Curing the closure to the bag so as to support the 

3 weight of the bag and its contents from the clo 
Sle. 

This invention relates to a bag of the type hav 
ing permanently assembled bottom, front, rear 
and end walls, and a closure which forms a flex 
ible extension of the rear wall and is adapted 
to be folded over the tops of the end walls and 
detachably secured to the front wall. The bag 
is carried by means of a handle Secured cen 
trally to the closure. In order to assist in trans 
mitting the weight of the bag and its contents 
to the closure, or to the carrying handle there 
on, and thus relieve the front locking means of 
the greater portion of this load, fastening means 
are provided between the upper portions of the 
end walls of the bag and those portions of the 
flexible closure which fold thereover. According 
to the present invention, these fasteners are in 
the form of hooks and mating projections which 
automatically move into and out of engagement 
with one another as the closure is noved to Or 
from closed position. This provides a simple and 
sturdy fastening means, which is not easily brok 
en off, and which requires practically no atten 
tion. 
The principal object of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved brief bag or sample case of the 
type briefly described hereinabove, and disclosed 
more in detail in the specifications which follow. 
Another object is to provide an improved form 

of fastening and load-supporting means for a 
bag of this type. 
Another object is to provide Such a fastening 

means which will automatically become engaged 
and disengaged as the bag closure is moved to 
or from closed position. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will be more apparent from the following de 
tailed description of certain approved forms of 
mechanism constructed and operating according 
to the principles of this invention. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved bag. 
Fig. 2 is an end view of the bag, when closed. 
Fig. 3 is an end view similar to Fig. 2, showing 

the closure partly opened in Solid lines, and more 
completely opened in dotted lines. 

Fig. 4 is a detail vertical Section, taken Sub 
stantially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a partial end elevation showing a mod 
ification. 

(CI. 150-1.) 

The bag is of the type comprising a bottom 1, 
end walls 2, real wall 3 and front wall 4, all per 
manently Secured together and reinforced in the 
usual manner. The walls may be formed Of 
leather or other Suitable flexible material and 
preferably the ends and bottom are reinforced 
and stiffened by interposed layers of Wood, such 
as indicated at 5 (Fig. 4). The bag may or may 
not be provided with interior partitions, and is 
especially adapted for use as a brief bag for car 
rying books or doculinents, or may be used as a 
sample case for carrying packaged goods. 
The top of the bag is open and is adapted to be 

closed by the flap or closure 6 which is in the 
form of a flexible extension of the rear Wall 3. 
This closure 6 is folded over the curved upper 
end portions 7 of the end walls 2, the free end 
portion 8 of the closure overlapping the upper 
portion of front wall 4 and being secured there 
to by the detachable fasteining, indicated gen 
erally at 9, which is preferably provided With a 
lock in the usual manner. 
The bag is carried by ineans of a handle 10 

mounted on the top central portion of closure 
flap 6 when in closed position. This handle 10 
is anchored to a reinforcing bar 11 which is 
mounted in the closure 6 and extends longitu 
dinally from one end of the closure to the other. 
This reinforcing bar i may be metal, but is 
preferably made of hard Wood. So as to have the 
requisite strength without unduly increasing the 
weight of the bag. Obviously, the weight of the 
bag and its contents must be transmitted through 
closure 6 to the handle 10, and in Order to re 
lieve the fastening 9 of the greater portion of 
this load, it is usual to provide fastening and 
load-supporting members between the ends of 
the reinforcing bar 11 and the upper portion of 
end walls 2. Usually this means is in the form 
of Snap fasteners or clasps which must be moved 
independently into engagement with one another 
after the closure 6 is secured in closed position. 
The present invention relates particularly to the 
use of an improved and simplified fastener or 
load-supporting means, the members of which 
move Substantially automatically into and out 
of engagement with one another, as the flap clo 
Sure is moved to or from closed position. 
In the preferred form, these fasteners com 

prise hooks 12 which are secured to the flap 6. 
As here shown, these hooks are in the form of 
bracket members having horizontal projections 13 
which are anchored to the end portions of re 
inforcing bar 11 by means of rivets 14. Pins or 
projections 15 are riveted or otherwise Secured 
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at 16 to the upper outer end portions of end Walls 
2, in position to be engaged within the slotS 17 
of the hooks 12. With these members engaged 
as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, the weight of the 
bag and its contents will be transmitted from the 
end walls 2 through projection 15 to the hooks 
12 and thence through the reinforcing bar ll to 
the carrying handle 10. 
When the bag is to be opened, it is merely neC 

essary to unlock or unfasten the latch 9 and 
lift upwardly on the flap 6, as shown in Fig. 3. The 
hooks 12 will automatically move out of engage 
ment with the projections 15 as the flap 6 1S 
straightened out and Swung upWardly. ConVel'Se 
ly, as the closure flap 6 is swung downwardly and 
folded about the curved upper end portions 7 
of the end Walls 2, the hooks 12 Will move auto 
matically into engagement with the projections 
15. When the latch 9 is engaged, the flap 6 is 
stretched tightly around the upper end portions 
of Walls 2 and the hooks 12 cannot become disen 
gaged from the projections 15. 

It will be apparent that these hooks 12 and 
projections 15 may be made quite strong and 
rigid so as to provide an adequate Support for the 
load to be carried, while at the same time these 
parts are comparatively small and do not pro 
ject materially beyond the end faces of the bag 
so that there are no outwardly projecting hinged 
members which are in danger of being broken 
away, as in the usual type of fastener used at 
these locations. These fastenings are exceptional 
ly simple, both in construction and Operation, 
substantially no additional movements being re 
quired to move these fasteners into and Out of 
engagement other than the movement required 
for opening or closing the flap 6. 
This construction might be reversed by posi 

tioning the hooks 18 on the end Wallis 2 SO as to 
engage pins or projections 19 carried by bracket 
plate 20 secured to the closure 6, all as shown 
in Fig. 5. The brackets 20 might extend behind 
the hooks 18, as shown, or overlap these hooks 
with the projections 19 pointing inwardly. The 
operations of any of these modified forms Will 
be substantially the same as with the preferred 
form first described. 
We claim: 
1. A bag having an open top, a closure extend 

ing from the bag at one side of the opening and 
adapted to fold over the opening, means for de 
tachably securing the free end portion of the 
closure to the bag, and means for Securing Side 
portions of the closure to the bag, Said means 
comprising members on the closure and bag re 
spectively which move into and out of locking en 
gagement with one another as the closure is 
moved to or fron closed position. 

2. A bag having an open top, a cloSure extend 
ing from the bag at one side of the opening and 
adapted to fold over the opening, means for de 
tachably securing the free end portion of the 
closure to the bag, and means for Securing side 
portions of the closure to the bag, Said means 
comprising hooks mounted on the closure and 

projections mounted on the bag, the hooks mov 
ing into and out of engagement with the pro 
jections as the closure is moved to or from closed 
position. 

3. A bag having an open top, a flexible closure 80 
extending from the bag at one side of the Opening 
and adapted to fold over the opening, means for 
detachably securing the free end portion of the 
closure to the bag, and means for Securing Side 
portions of the closure to the bag, Said means 35 
comprising members on the cloSure and bag re 
spectively which move into and out of locking en 
gagement with one another as the closure is 
moved to or fron closed position. 

4. A bag having an opening, a flexible closure 90 
hinged to the bag and adapted to be folded Over 
the opening, a detachable fastener for Securing 
the free end of the closure to the bag, and means 
for securing the intermediate side edge portions 
of the closure to the bag, said latter means com- 93 
prising pairs of hooks and cooperating projec 
tions which move into and out of engagement 
with one another as the closure is moved to or 
from closed position. 

5. A bag comprising botton, front, rear and end 100 
walls, the tops of the end wallis curving upward 
ly above the tops of the front and rear walls, a 
flexible closure for the open top of the bag, said 
closure forming an extension of the rear wall and 
being adapted to be folded forwardly and down-19s 
wardly over the tops of the end and front walls, 
detachable means for Securing the free end of the 
closure to the front Wall, a handle for carrying 
the bag Secured to the top of the closure, and 
means for securing the upper portions of the end 10 
Walls to the portions of the closure which fold 
thereover when the bag is closed, each of said 
means comprising a hook and a projection to be 
engaged thereby, one of these members being Se 
cured to the closure and the other to the end wall 115 
and the members being adapted to move auto 
matically into and out of engagement with one 
another as the closure is moved to or from 
closed position. 

6. A bag comprising bottom, front, rear and 120 
end walls, the tops of the end walls curving up 
Wardly above the tops of the front, and rear walls, 
a flexible closure for the open top of the bag, said 
closure forning an extension of the rear wall and 
being adapted to be folded forwardly and down- is 
Wardly over the tops of the end and front walls, 
detachable nears for Securing the free end of the 
closure to the front wall, a reinforcing bar ex 
tending longitudinally of the central portion of 
the closure from end to end thereof, a carrying 
handle mounted on top of the closure and secured 
to the bar, and means for Securing the ends of 
the bar to the upper portions of the end walls, 
Said ineans comprising hooks Secured to the end 
portions of the bar, and projections mounted on 3 the end walls, the hooks moving into and out of 
engagement with the projections as the closure 
is moved to or from closed position. - 
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