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The present invention relates to baby car-
riages, doll carriages and the .like, and has
for its object to provide an improved car-
riage in which the body or basket can be
readily attached to, or detached from the
running gear, thus facilitating assembly in
manufacture and saving space in- shipment
and storage.

In one form of the invention disclosed in
“the accompanying drawings, the improved
attaching or detaching means isso arranged

that the ordinary user will.not be aware of

the same, the idea being that when a body
has been finally attached to its running gear
for use, the two parts will appear as one
and will not be liable to accidental separa-
tion. In the other form  of the invention
shown, the body and gear may be readily
separated by the user, in which case the body
can serve as a bassinet,.or can be used inter-
changeably with 2 wheel gear and a sleigh
gear. ‘ ‘

Another feature of the invention resides
in the manner of constructing the frame of
the carriage body, the frame being a com-
bination of shaped wood and strip metal put
together without the use of screws and with-
out 'wealkening of the wood,; by-boring holes,
or otherwise; ‘

- In the gccompanying drawings, Fig. 1 is
a-side-elevation of a carriage with its run-
ning gear and body frame attached together,
in: accordance with my:invention.

Iig 2 ig-a rear elevation of the carriage
shown in Tig. 1, with the wheels removed.

.Fig. 8 is-an enlarged perspective view of

© a portior-of the attaching mechanism.
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Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a carriage
embodying a modified form ot the inven-
tion. ‘ ‘ :

. - Fig: 5:is a rear elevation of the carriage
shiown in ‘Fig. 4, with the wheels removed.
Fig. 6 is an enlarged section on the line
6—06 of Tig. 4 x o
" Fig. 7'is a fragmentary view showing a
medification in-the running gear.

Like reference characters refer
parts in the different figures.

Referring first to Fig. 1, the running gear
shown generally comprises spaced longitu-
dinal frame members 1, connected by axles
2 and 3, upon which are mounted.pairs of
wheels 4 and 5, respectively, upwardly ex-
tending handle portions.1* being attached to
the ‘frame members 1, in the usual manner.

to like

The members 1 also carry pairs of springs
6.and 7, upon:which the body or basket 8 is
resiliently supported, and there will' now be
described my improved arrangement where-
by the body 8 may be attached to, or de-
tached from, the running gear, as a unit.

A pair of strip metal members 9, 9 are
suitably attached, as by rivets, to the front
springs 6, and a second pair of strip metal
members 9, 9 are attached to the rear springs
7. The free ends of the members 9 are
drawn together by springs 10, while the
other ends of the members 9 are bent over
to form oppositely disposed hook portions
11, At Jeast one set-of the hook portions 11
is provided with ‘upwardiy and outwardly
turned wings; as for éxample the wings 12
on the rear hook portions 11, see Fig. 3.

The body or basket 8 is constructed about
a frame which has for its base a pair of
longitudinally “extending members 13, 13,
connected by spaced cross meémbers. 14, 14.
The cross members 14" are  preferably - of
strip metal bent to provide hook receiving
seats 15, spaced apart substantially the same
distance as the hook portiens 11, and the
body-or basket 8 is adapted to be disengage-
ably attached to the running gear by cooper-
ation between the hoolk portions: 11 and the
cross members 14. _

Assuming that the body assembly is de-
tached from the running gear. and it is de-
sired to attach. it, the body 8 will be placed
on the -running gear-with-the seats 15 on
the front eross members 14 in engagement
with' the front hooks 11.- ‘If. then the body
is pressed downwardly, the seats 15 on the
rear cross-member 14 will engagpe the up-
wardly and rearwardly extending: wings 12
of the -rear hooks 11 and, by.a wedging ac-
tion, force the two sets of hooks 11 .apart,
against the pull of the springs-10. - When
the rear seats 15 have been forced beyond-
the wings 12, the hooks 11 will spring: to-

gether on the cross members 14 and the car-

riage body 8.will be locked securely on the
running gear. In order that the carriage
body. may - be -pressed. downwardly with
greater force,:a rearwardly extending foot
piece 16 is attached to a. transverse frame
members 17 extending between members. 13
to provide a foothold: for the user.

When it is desired to detach the carriage
body from the running gear, it is necessary
to apply a pushing force to one of the cross

60

66

70

80

86

90

95

105

110



“members 14 and, at the same ‘time, to pull

one of the springs 6 or 7 in the opposite di-
rection.

- the opposed hoolk portions 11 enough to per-
/ o

10

mit the cross member 14 to be forced by the

ends of the hook portions, thereby releasing

the body assembly from the running gear.
In the above described form of my inven-

~tion, the hook portions 11 are made of such

length that the cross members of the body
assembly cannot.be jarred out of engagement
with the hooks, as will be evident from a
consideration of Fig. 8. Furthermore, it is

“evident that the springs 10, which tend to
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‘pull the hooks together, will strongly re-

sist any-sudden strain that might tend to
spring the body from the frame of the run-
ning gear. ~ While the opposed hook por-
tions: 11 are shown as being provided: on
separate members 9 held tocether by the
springs 10, the same results can be obtained
by making opposed pairs of hooks on a sin-
gie member, having sufficient inherent resil-

“1lency to offer resistance to separation of the

hooks.  Such a modifieation is shown in Fig.
7; in which the ends of the body springs 6
and 7 are connected by a continuous spring
member 18, the ends of-which are provided
with opposed: hook portions 19. The mem-
ber 18 is bent so that the hook portions 19
wiil résist any tendency to move them apart,
consequently the hook portions 19 ave adapt-
ed to closely engage and hold between them
any memmbers received. by the hoods, such as

‘the cross members 14 of the bods assembly.

Referring now to Figs. 4, 5 and 6, there 1s
shown -a ‘modification of the invention. in
which the carriage body assembly may not
only be readily attached to the running gear,
but may also be readily detached therefrom

- without requiring any great skill or effort on

the part of the user: - As shown'in Tig. 4,

‘the running gear assembly is substantially
“the same as shown in Fig. 1, with the excep-

tion that the springs 6 and 7 are connected
by straight members 20 provided at' their
ends with hook portions 21 similar to the
hook  portions 11. - The carriage body of
Fig. 4 provides - longitudinaliy - extending
members 18, connected by a front cross merm-
ber 14 ‘having seats 15, just as in Fig. 1.
The rear cross member 22, however, is piv-

“otally attached to the longitudinal members

13 by pin portions 23, and this member 92
has a“pair of seats 24 which may be turned
or swung out of position as regards the hooks
21 by means of a foot lever 25, attached
thereto. A spring 26 is attached to the piv-
otally mounted member 22 and normally
holds the same in-such a position that the
seats 24 engage the hooks 21, but downward

“pressure on the lever 25 will swing the mem-

ber 22 forward to-allow it to be disengaged

from the hooks 21. Thus the body assembly
shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6 may be quickly

This has the effect of separating -

. together.
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now toall the figures, the frame
carriage body is built of wood and
and the present invention provides

J»c,)

metal,
novel means of attaching the wood and metal

It iz to be understood that the
particular design or shape of the body is not
material, for this portion of the invention
contemplates the constructicn of wny
riage body frame out of bent wood dowels
anct strip metal, without the use of any wocd
serews. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 2 pair
of wooden reimforcing members 27 extend
just below and parallel to the longitudinal
members 13, the veinforeing members 27 be-
ing desirably shaped as shown, in order to
impart ctrength and grace to the completed
arviage body,

Aw oot ol Axern e
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tar-

Ties. 1 and 3. cach metal

member 18 provides spaced U-shaped clips
1 T 13 ] . _

28, which clips ave attached to the members
13

for engagemoent with the wooden me-
Hacent the ends thereof.  Fach clip
provides on either side thereof onc ov
more sharpened prongs 29, and in the as-
sembly of the carriage body, the clips 28,

being placed over the wooden members
- ave forced together to embed the prongs
28 inthe sides of the memberg 27, Thus the
vooden members 27 are firmly secured to
efal frame members 13 in a simple and
effective manner. In the modified carringe
structure shown in Fig. 4, the frame mem-
bers i3 are provided with front clips 28 just
as in Fig. 1, while the rvear clips 30 are
made somewhat longer, in order to provide
bearing surfaces for the pivotal portions 23
of the rear cross member 22, as shown in
Fig. 6.

As shown in both Figs. 1 and 4, the lon-
gitudinal frame members 13 are continued
upwardly at each end to provide front and
rear basket supporting portions 18, 18b,
each of which portions provides at its end
a clip 31.  The clips 81 are similar to the
clips 28 and provide means whereby a bent
wood frame member 32 may be securely at-
tached to the metal frame members 13.
The member 32 is preferably made of dowel

stock, so bent as to determine the desired

shape and form of the upper edge of the
completed basket. The rearwardly extend-
ing metal frame portions 18" are also pro-
vided with spaced pairs of clips 33, which
serve to atfach bent wood end members 84
to the metal members. The end members
84 are also preferably of dowel stock and
are grooved, as shown, to resemble wicker
fabric or other sumilar material which is
used to cover the basket. It is evident that
the several wooden frame members 27, 32
and 34 can be quickly and effectively at-
tached to the metal frame members 13 by
means of the metal clips, thus eliminating
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the use of any wood screws in connection
with the wooden members.. The use of the
clips also eliminates the boring of holes in
the dowel stock, which has heretofore been
customary when joining frame members
such as 32 and 34, with resultant weakening
of the stock. The combination of metal and
wooden members as described, results in an
extremely light and durable frame for the
carriage body, and it is evident that such
carriage bodies can be completely assembled
and handled as separate units with respect
toltthe running gear, as preyiously pointed
out.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that by

my invention I have provided an improved
construction for baby carriages and the like,
by means of which carriage bodies and run-
ning gears may be assembled as separate
units and subsequently attached to, or de-
tached from, each other. By constructing

carriages in accordance with my invention,

assembly in manufacture is facilitated and
& great saving in storage and shipping space
results, from the fact that the bodies and
running. gears can be handled as separate
units. In one form of my invention the
bodies are adapted to be more or less per-
manently attached to the running gears, by
reason of the strong holding force exerted
by the hook portions on the frame of the
body, while in the other form of my inven-
tion, the bodies may be quite readily de-
tached by depressing the pivotally mounted
portion of the body frame in order to disen-

gage it from the hooks. ' In this form of my
Invention, it is evident that the readily de-
tachable body can be conveniently used as a
bassinet, or can be used in connection with
different types of running gear, such as a
wheel gear and a sleigh gear.

I claim,

1.'In a vehicle of the class described, the
combination with a running gear assembly
and a carriage body assembly, of oppositely
facing hooks carried by said running gear
assembly, transverse members carried by
said carriage body assembly, downwardly
depending portions formed in said trans-
verse members to engage said hooks, one of

said transverse members being = pivotally

mounted, operating means to swing said piv-
otally mounted transverse member to disen-
gage said carriage body from said running
gear assembly, and spring means to return
said transverse member to original position.

2. In a vehicle of the class described, the
combination with a running gear and a car-
riage body, of a pivotally mounted member
carrvied by said body, hook members carried
by said gear, the said pivotally mounted
member being adapted for cooperative en-
gagement with said hoolk members, spring
means - normally - holding said pivotally
mounted member in engagement with said
hoolkk members, and foot operated means
to swing said pivotally mounted member out
of engagement with said hook members.

RICHARD STINSON.
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