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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WESLEY REES, of 

Keokuk, Lee county, Iowa, have invented an 
Improvement in Car-Couplings, of which the 
following is a specification: 
The object of this invention is to make an 

improved and automatic coupling for rail 
Way-cars. It is made substantially as here 
inafter set forth, referring to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which the figure is a vertical 
section of portions of two draw-bars in the act 
of coupling. 
The draw-bar A is made of cast or Wrought 

metal, consisting of an outside shell and an 
open center space, opening forward at A'. The 
link B projects forward and down at an angle, 
resting on the beveled lower lip A" of draw 
bar. It is formed of two side parts, B, con 
nected, in front, to form the drawing - loop. 
These, at their back ends, turn outward, each 
to its own side, through holes C in the draw 
bar shell, for attachment. The link is made of 
Wrought metal, and is put in by bending the 
two back ends together to go in the draw-bar, 
and then spreading them into their holes. 
They are then kept apart by a connecting part, 
13', which is connected with one side only, and 
bent up between when in place. This reaches 
not quite to the top level of the link, so as not 
to interfere with the link sliding up over it. 
When the draw-bars of two cars come to 

gether, each with its link projecting, as at B, 
the one which is the highest will strike on top 
of the other, and slide up along it, and enter 
the draw-bar at A', the lower link acting as a 
guide therefor. Then the incoming link B' 
will strike the pin E, pivoted in a holder, F, 
and push it back to position E, (shown in dot 
ted lines,) so the pin will fall into the link, and 
complete the coupling. 
The holder part Flies on top of the draw 

bar, and is pivoted to it at F, so it may be 
raised into position, as shown in dotted lines 
at F, to lift the pin up into position E,' 
so it will either enter or release the link 

B', to complete or disconnect the coupling. 
The projection F at the back end strikes on 
the draw-bar, to keep part F from being raised 
too high. Hook H, pivoted to part F, engages 
with a catch on the draw-bar, (part F being 
partly broken away in the drawing to show it,) 
to hold part F and the pin from flying up while 
running. This is disengaged, and part F is 
lifted into position F by means of cord H', 
attached to the back part H' of the hook. 
When part F is lifted into position F", part G, 
pivoted to it, and hanging into the draw-bar 
by a slot in its top, strikes with its lower end 
onto the bottom of draw-bar, and holds part 
Fup, so the link B' may enter or pass out of 
the draw-head. When linkB' enters, in coup 
ling, it strikes part G, as shown, and pushes it 
back, letting part F and pin Edown automat 
ically, completing the coupling. 
The pin E is broad lengthwise of the draft, 

for strength. It swings back in a slot in top 
of the draw-bar. A place for an ordinary 
shaped pin is made in the draw-bar at the or 
dinary place, wider than that slot, so that a 
common pin may be used in case of accident. 
The link B projects as shown when the cars 

are coupled, the lower lips A" of the draw 
bars being beveled above and below to fit it, 
and let the draw-heads come together without 
obstruction, as shown. 
The space between the draw-heads for play 

may be taken up by buffers, or shorter links 
may be used, without swinging the pins. 
I claim- - 

1. The draw-bar A, with lower lips beveled 
above and below, the pivoted coupling part B, 
arranged to act alternately as a guide and as 
a coupling, and pin E, combined for automatic 
operation, substantially as set forth. 

2. The pin E, in combination with the part 
F and hook H, substantially as set forth. 
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