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This invention relates to sporting goods and more par 
ticularly to a convertible canopy cover. 

it is an object of the present invention to provide a 
combination boat cover and camping tent that can be 
conveniently used for covering the top of a boat or as 
a roof for a tent for various camping purposes. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a canopy having self contained tie means for selectively 
Securing it to the top of a boat, or for attaching it to the 
roof of a tent in connection with side walls and internal 
partitions. 

Still an additional object of the present invention is to 
provide a combination boat cover and camping tent of 
the above type which may be provided with additional 
sides, support posts, and anchor wires for providing a 
large roomy tent for various camping purposes that will 
withstand rain, wind, and heavy snow. 

Other objects of the invention are to provide a com 
bination boat cover and camping tent bearing the above 
objects in mind which is of simple construction, has a 
minimum number of parts, is inexpensive to manufac 
ture and efficient in operation. 
For other objects and for a better understanding of the 

invention, reference may be had to the following de 
tailed description taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a canopy made in 

accordance with the present invention in actual use as 
a boat cover; 
FIGURE 2 is a transverse cross sectional view of the 

canopy shown in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the canopy in actual 

use as a tent roof; 
FIGURE 4 is a side view of the assembly shown in 

FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged fragmentary side view, partly 

in section, of a center post forming a part of the tent 
shown in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view of a partition sheet forming 

a part of the tent shown in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 7 is an end view of the assembly shown in 

FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 8 is an opposite end view of the assembly 

shown in FIGURE 3. 
Referring now more in detail to the drawings, and 

more particularly to FIGURES 1 and 2 thereof, a can 
opy unit 0 made in accordance with the present inven 
tion is shown to include a main panel 2 having tubular 
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posts 26 support the pcsts 26 in a vertical position. A 
center post assembly 30 including a base portion 32 hav 
ing a plunger 34 slidably received within a central casing 
36, has a compression spring 38 in abutting relationship 
with a terminal rod 46. Thus, the uppermost pad 41 of 
the terminal rod 469 may be placed in contact with the 
central portion of the canopy 2, so that any change in 
the weather tending to contract or stretch the fabric of 
the canopy 12 can be sufficiently compensated for by the 
compression spring 38 to prevent damage to the canopy 
when so supported as a roof of the tent. 

Aside from the canopy 12, a central partition panel 42 
may also be provided with longitudinally spaced apart 
apertures 44 along the marginal edges thereof engageable 
with suitable suspending and securing means for hanging 
such partition panel 42 within the tent to serve as a room 
divider. Tie rings 45 carried by the lowermost edge of 
the panel 42 may be used to secure the panel in any de 
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sired position. The tent may also be provided with end 
walls 48, some of which may have screened-in apertures 
59 for ventilation purposes, as well as rectangular clo 
sure walls 5A and sitted access opening panels 52. Ad 
ditional tie or anchor cables 55 may be provided for 
maintaining such side walls or end walls in the vertical 
position when the canopy is used for the roof of the 
tent, the anchor cables being secured to the edge of can 
opy 2 as by attaching them to cable 16 or to rings 17 
secured to the edge of canopy i2. 
The tie ropes 55 cooperate with ropes 28 to exert an 

outward pull on canopy 12 and thereby maintain the 
same as the roof of a tent, the canopy 2 being addition 
ally supported by center post 30 and edge posts such as 
26 which maintain the canopy 2 in an elevated posi 
tion. The side walls 54 of the tent may be provided with 
screened openings 56 therein. 

It will be appreciated that the canopy 12 may be used 
by itself, together with its connecting parts, as a boat 
cover, or simply as a lean-to for camping purposes. How 
ever, the additional side and end walls, access panels, and 
the like, may be provided as accessories for more com 
fortable camping purposes. When not in use, all of the 
parts may be readily collapsed and folded into small units 
for convenient storing in boats, and other camping equip 
ment, thus widening the applicability of the present in 
vention to all outdoor purposes. 

While various changes may be made in the detail coin 
struction, it shall be understood that such changes shall 
be within the spirit and scope of the present invention as 
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55 
tunnel portions 4 formed throughout the peripheral edge 
thereof. The tubular tunnels 4 slidably receive a length 
of flexible cable 16 therewithin, access to such cable 6 
being had through circumferentially spaced apart recesses 
53 of the flap portions 22, for securing tie or anchor ropes 
20 thereto. The flaps 22 are also provided with female 
snap fasteners 24 for securing such flaps 22 in tight en 
gagement with the sides of the boat 25 which is to be 
covered, the sides of the boat 25 being provided with 
male snap fasteners for engagement with the female fas 
tenerS 24. 

Referring now to FIGURES 3 and 4 of the drawings, 
the canopy 12 is shown in actual use as a roof of a camp 
ing tent. A plurality of side posts 26 are received within 
the cutouts 18 for contacting the flexible cable 16 extend 
ing through the tubular portions 14 of the canopy. An 
chor or tie ropes 28 secured to the uppermost ends of the 
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defined by the appended claims. 
What I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. A combination boat cover and tent, comprising in 

combination, a canopy, tie means integral with said can 
opy, side flaps on said canopy for overlying the sides of 
a boat, said tie means securing said canopy upon the top 
of a boat, said canopy comprising a substantially flexible 
panel of predetermined size and shape overlying the up 
per surface portions of a boat, said tie means comprising 
a tubular tunnel portion extending throughout the periph 
ery of said panel and a continuous flexible cable dis 
posed within said tubular tunnel and completely encircl 
ing the periphery of said panel, said tie means further 
comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
cutouts defined by said tubular tunnel portion of said 
panel and exposing portions of said flexible cable for 
anchoring purposes and anchor cables secured at one end 
to said flexible cable within said tubular tunnel of said 
panel at predetermined cutouts in said tubular tunnel 
and a plurality of sideposts for supporting said panel in 
an elevated position to serve as the roof of an enclosure, 
said sideposts each secured to and depending from said 
flexible cable within said tubular tunnel portion of said 
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panel maintaining said panel above the lowermost level 
of said enclosure and a center post supporting a central 
portion of said panel, said central post being yieldable 
longitudinally to compensate for changes in weather con 
ditions to allow for the stretching and contracting of 5 
said panel during use. 

2. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said 
center post comprises an elongated member having spring 
means intermediate its ends yieldably resisting inward 
movement of the opposite ends of said center post to- 0 
ward each other. 
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