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0 all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BE. GRIFTFITH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Storm Lake, in the county of Bunena Vista
and State of Towa, have invented a new and
useful Bit for Inserting the Screw-Eyes or Ca-
ble-Jrasteners of Wire Fence; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription thereof, which will enable
those skilled in the art of making or putting
up wire fence to make and use my invention.

The chief object of my invention is the con-
struction of a convenient and efficient tool for
inserting screw-eyes into trees (used as live
posts) in fastening the cables of a wire fence,
and for withdrawing said screw-eyes a small
digtance when the tree-post begins to over-
grow the eye, and thus injure the tree.

My invention consists of a novel construe-
tion of bif, or brace and bit, having a suitable
clamp adapted to grasp and hold the eye of
the cable-fastener while the brace is turned
for the purpose of inserting the screw-shank
of said fastener into the tree or live post, and
also for the purpose of withdrawing said fast-
ener from a tree-post in case the treeis liable
to overgrow the eye of the fastener, thus in-
juring the tree.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of my improved brace and bit,
showu partly in section, with the cable-fastener
grasped by the clamping-jaws. Tigs. 2, 3,and
4 are detail views of the same.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the brace, and B the main part of the bis,
both of which may be cast in one piece, as
shown in Fig, 1. The clamp or jaw O is
hinged to the main part B by means of a small
pivot, D.” A ring, B, is slipped upon the
part B before the jaw C is fastened in place
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by the pivot, and this ring or slide will not
fall off in using the bit; and by sliding this
ring back toward the hinge or pivot the jaws
can be opened so as to receive and grasp the
eye I of the fastener. In the bit Bisa circu-
lar groove fitted to receive the eye of the fast-
ener, and when the jaw C is brought down so
as to clamp or grasp the eye, then the sliding
ring K is pushed forward and given two or
three turns into the projections II H on the
bit B and jaw C, thus tightly clamping the
jaw upon the eye of the fastener and holding
the same like a vise, while the brace and bit
may be turned for either inserting or with-
drawing the screw-shank of the fastener.

Tig. 3 represents a modified constraction
of my clamping-bit fitted to be used in a com-
mon carpenter’s brace. Any other suitable
means may be employed for grasping or clamp-
ing the eye of the eable-fastener. '

My clamping-bit is also very convenient for
the purpose of inserting serew-eyes into ordi-
nary posts, or tor removing said screw-eyes
in taking down or repairing the fence.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

In combination with the brace A, the piv-
oted clamping-jaw C, having projections H,
and the locking-ring E, the jaws B C being re-
cessed to receive the eye F, and the whole
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adapted to serve as and for the purposes set

forth.
In testimony that T am the inventor of the

above improvement I hereto sign my name.

CHARLES E. GRIFFITH.

Witnesses:
DANIEL BREED,
Exaa M. GILLETT.




