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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FreprrIck HaRDY, a
citizen of the United States residing in Mount-
pleasant, in the county of Maury and State of
Tennessee, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Carriers for Target-
Traps, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact descrlptlon reference bemd had to
the accompanying drannUs formmO" part of
this specification.

My invention relates to a carrier apphed to
the throw-arm of a target-trap for receiving
and discharging disk targets, the object of
the present improvement being to provide a
carrier of the kind named upon which the tar-
get may be loosely laid to move off of the car-
rier when thrown without occasioning the
breakage of the targets, as fr equently results
in the use.of target-trap carriers in which the
targets are O'I‘lpped between spring-controlled
jaws.

The essential charactermtlc of my carrier
lies in positioning the carrier so thatits outer
or dischiarge end will project at.an angle to a
line extendmfr through the lonoqtudmal cen-
ter of the trap throw- -arm, thereby causing
the target resting on the carrier to be main-
tained thereon Wlthoub retention means until

‘the target-throw arm has reached the target-

dlSChdI‘O“IDU‘ position, when the target W1ll
move freely from the carrier without restraint.

My invention consists in features of nov-
elty hereinafter fully described, and pointed
out in the claims.

Figure Iis a top or plan view of my car-
rier. Fig. II is an edge view of the carrier.
Fig. 111 is an enlarged perspective view, Fig.
IV is an enlarged horuontal section taken on
line IV 1V, Fw III. Fig. V is an enlarged
cross-section taken on hne V V, Fig. I11.

1 designates the outer end of a tdl get-trap
throw-arm.

2 is the rear end of my carrier, and 8 its
outer end. The rear end of the carrier is se-
cured to the trap throw-arm 1 by any suitable
means, such as the rivets 4, one of whicl pref-
erably passes through a central rib 5 of the
carrier, as seen in Figs. I and III. The con-

nection of the carrier by its fastening means
to the throw-arm is such that the outer end 3

of the carrier is .disposed at an angle to or

offset to one side of the axis of the trap throw-
arm, so that the carrier faces forwardly with

respect to the direction of travel of the trap

throw-arm in its target-throwing action.

6 designatesa Uuard that surmounts the tar-
get-carrier at its YForward side, above which it
is supported by the pins 7.

8 is a guard that surmounts the carrier at
its rear side and supported by pins 9, the last-
named guard being preferably loncrer than
the firsto named, so as to project near to the
rear end of the carrier and prevent the target
from being discharged from the carrier dur-
ing the. travel of the target-throw arm previ-
ous to the arrival of the carrier at the dis-
charging position.

10 is an elastic band, preferably of rubber,
that is stretched around the pins 9. This band
is designed to receive the edge of the target
placed on the carrier and pressed thereawalnst
between the guards 6 and 8; but the foroe ex-
erted by the band is insufﬁeient to occasion
any strain upon the target or to in the least
restrain the freedom of its discharge from the
carrier, the office of the band being that of
providing a yielding body against which the

target will move as it leaves the carrier, there-

by imparting a spinning motion to the tarcret
to enhance its sailing action through the air.

The targets may be fed onto my carrier
either from its rear end or forward end, ac-
cording to the desire of the person posmon-
ing them, as may be the most convernient.

Tt will be seen that with the carrier dis-
posed in a forward angle from the axis of the
trap throw-arm when the throw-arm is swung
in the direction indicated by the arrow, Fig.
I, there will be no tendency of the target to
move out of the carrier during the initial
movement of the throw-arm; but as soon as
the throw-arm has reached the usual tar-
get-discharging position the target will leave
the carrier, moving outwardly therethrough
and escaping without being subjected to any
strain during its discharge.

T claim as my. invention—

1. The combination with the throw-arm of
a target-trap of a target-carrier secured to said
throw-arm, guards forming a part of said car-
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rier, and an elastic member extending longi-
tudinally of said carrier throughout the course
traveled by the target when discharged from
the carrier, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with the throw-arm ot
a target-trap,of atarget-carrier secured tosaid
throw -arm' and having its target-receiving
portion disposed at an angle to the axis of the
throw-arm and projecting forwardly with re-
spect to the direction of movement of the
throw-arm, guards forming a part of said car-
rier, and an elastic member extending longi-
tudinally of said carrier throughout the course
traveled by the target when discharged from
the carrier, substantially as set forth.
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3. The combination with the throw-arm of
atarget-trap,of a target-carrier secured to said
throw-arm and having its target-receiving
portion disposed at an angle to the axis of the
throw-arm and projecting forwardly with re-
spect to the direction of movement of the
throw-arm, a guard surmounting said carrier,
pins by which said guard is secured to the car-
rier, and an elastic band applied to and ex-
tending from one to the other of said pins,
substantially as set forth.

FREDERICK HARDY.

In presence of—

NeLLIE V. ALEXANDER,
Brancue Hogan.
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