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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, DAVID L. PARKHURST, 

of San Francisco city and county, State of 
California, have invented an Improved Tele 
graphic Key-Sounder; and I do hereby de 
clare the following description and accom 
panying drawings are sufficient to enable any 
person skilled in the art or science to which 
it most nearly appertains to make and use my 
said invention or improvement without fur 
ther invention or experiment. 
My invention relates to an improved tele 

graphic key-sounder, which is cheap and sim 
ple, and will serve equally as well as the more 
expensive apparatus for teaching the tele 
graphic alphabet and the manipulations re 
quired to write telegraphic sounds. 
In order to more fully illustrate and explain 

my invention, reference is had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part of this spec 
ification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my key 
sounder. Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of the 
plate. 
A represents the base board or block. Upon 

the upper face of this block I secure a plate, 
b, from one end of which two studs or stand 
ards, cc, project vertically. D is a lever, one 
end of which is pivoted between the stand 
ards cc, while the opposite end is provided 
with a button, e, in the same manner that an 
ordinary telegraphic key-lever is made. This 
lever can be made of wood, metal, or other 
suitable material, and is provided with two 
downward-projecting lugs, ff', one of which 
extends downward from the pivoted end of 
the lever, while the other is between the piv 
oted and free or button end. A thin sheet of 
metal, h, (steel preferred,) has one end secured 
horizontally in the lower end of one of these 
lugs, and extends across to the lower end of 
the other one, its opposite end being placed 
loosely in a narrow cut or groove in the end 

of the lug. A button or other rest, g, is 
firmly secured to the middle of the metal sheet 
h, so as to provide a fulcrum for the lever to 
rest upon. Between the button g and free 
end of the metal plate I make a thin spot or 
indentation, i, midway between the opposite 
edges of the sheet, so that when the extrem 
ity of the lever is forced up and down this 
thin spot will buckle back and forth and pro 
duce a clicking sound, similar to the clicking 
of an ordinary telegraphic key-sounder. A 
hole or slit might be made in the plate in 
stead of the thin spot, and the same clicking 
noise produced. Either end of the plate may 
be fixed, while the other is free, or both may 
be fixed. In some cases the metal plate can 
have its ends secured in a suitable frame, 
as above described, and a vertical stem or rod, 
provided with a button on its upper end, can 
have its lower end secured to the middle of 
the plate, so that the stem will serve as a 
vertical key for operating the plate. The ma 
nipulations required to produce the clicking 
sound are just the same as those required to 
operate an ordinary telegraphic key, so that 
this arrangement, being simple and cheap, 
will be a great aid to persons learning tele 
graphy. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
The piece of sheet metal h, with its thin 

spot or indentation i, or equivalent vibrating 
point, combined with and arranged to be vi 
brated by a lever, D, and button or rest g, 
substantially as and for the purpose above 
described. 
In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand 

and seal. 
DAVID L. PARKHURST. 

Witnesses: 
JoHNL, BOONE, 
C. M. RICHARDSON, 

L. S. 

  


