
July 4, 1939. M. M. DAVENPORT 2,164,641 
BAG 

Filed May 1, 1937 

gigssexy & 

  



) 

5 

2 5 

30 

3 5 

40 

45 

55 

Patented July 4, 1939 

UNITED STATES 

2,164,641 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,164,641. 
BAG 

Margaret M. Davenport, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Application May 1, 1937, Serial No. 140,215 

Claim. 

This invention relates to shopping bags and 
the like of relatively large dimensions and con 
structed of fiexible material and has, as a broad 
object, to provide such a bag SG constructed that 
when not being used for carrying articles it can 
be folded into a relatively small self-contained 
package. 

Essentially a bag in accordance With the pres 
ent invention consists of the usual containing 
envelope of flexible foldable material With Or 
Without carrying handles at the open end, having 
formed integrally therewith an inner Wall of rela 
tively Small dimensions, which inner Wall Cow 
operates with the juxtaposed portion of the main 
Wall to define an envelope into which the re 
mainder of the wall material defining the rest of 
the bag, together with the handles, if any, can 
be folded or tucked a Way in a simple manner. 
The inner wall is preferably provided with a flap 
secured to its open edge and adapted to be 
fastened to the inner wall to completely enclose 
the envelope or package when the bag is con 
tained therein, 
A full understanding of the invention can be 

had from the following detailed description of 
certain specific embodiments of the invention, it 
being understood that various modifications can 
be made from the specific constructions shown 
without departing from the invention as defined 
in the appended claim. 
In the drawing 
Fig. is a front view of a bag in accordance 

with the invention, when in folded condition. 
Fig. 2 is a view of one side of the bag with the 

bottom turned up, the bag being in partially open 
condition. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through the 
bag when in fully open condition for carrying 
articles. 

Fig. 4 is a side view of an alternative form of 
bag in accordance With the invention. When in 
folded condition. 

Fig. 5 is a view of one side of the bag in Fig. 4 
with the bag in expanded form, but turned inside 
out preliminary to folding into the form shown in 
Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view through the 
bag of Fig. 4, the bag being in fully opened posi 
tion for carrying articles. 

Referring first to Fig. 3, the bag therein dis 
closed comprises a main Wall, consisting of any 
foldable material, such as cloth, tough flexible 
paper, rubberized fabric, leather, imitation 
leather, etc., this Wall having four side Sections 
and a rectangular bottom section 2. The Walls 

(Cl. 150-17) 
Inay be formed integrally in one piece or from 
Several Sections of material Sewed together, the 
particular manner of joining the different Wall 
Sections being inmaterial. For carrying purposes 
the particular bag disclosed is provided with 
Strap members 3 which extend down the outer side 
Walls of the bag across and below the bottom 
Wall 2 of the bag and extend above the upper 
edges of the side walls to form loops 4 serving 
as handles. The structure So far described is in 
accordance With the Well-known practice. 
To define an envelope into which the bag may 

be connpactly folded when not in use, a false 
botton wall 5 is provided, this wall being of sub 
Stantially the Sarine dimensions as the main bot 
ton Wall 2 and secured to the latter along three 
sides, thereby defining an envelope space 6 in the 
bottom of the bag. This space 6 is open along 
One side adjacent one edge of the bottom wall 2. 
A flap 8 of Substantially triangular shape, as 
shown in Fig. 1, is secured to the edge 1 of the 
Wall member 5, this flap being provided with a 
fastening device 9 on the free edge. A cooperat 
ing fastening device fo is secured to the inner 
Or botton Surface of the false bottom Wall 5. 
When in opened condition, as shown in Fig. 3, 

the bag resembles any conventional shopping 
bag in outward appearance, the false bottom 5 
and the flap 8 being completely concealed from 
view in the bottom of the bag. 
To fold the bag, the bag itself is first turned 

completely inside-out whereby the false bottom 
Wall 5 is positioned exterior of the bag. Then 
the envelope defined by the bottom wall 2 and 
the false bottom wall 5 is turned inside-out, this 
Operation carrying a portion of the side Wall 
connected to the closed end of the envelope 6 
into the envelope the remainder of the bag ex 
tending out of the envelope as shown in Fig. 2. 
The remainder of the side walls and the handle 4 
are then worked into the envelope either by fold 
ing the material or merely stuffing it into the 
envelope. Prior to the insertion of the upper 
portion of the bag into the envelope the flap 8 
is positioned on the opposite side of the bag from 
the open edge of the wall 5, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The envelope is then closed into the condition 
ShoWn in Fig. 1 by swinging the flap 8 flat against 
the false bottom wall 5 and securing it in place 
by engaging the fastener elements 9 and 0. 
The fastener elements 9 and O may be of any 

Well-knoWn type. Snap fasteners have been 
shown in the drawing but it is immaterial What 
particular type of fastener is employed. 
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the inner Wall 5 in the bottom of a bag, aS ShoWn, 
and make it of the same dimensions as the bot 
tom wall, if desired the pocket may be positioned 
anywhere on the inside wall of the bag. By 
attaching the inner wall 5 to one of the side Walls 
adjacent the top of the bag with the open edge 
at the top, the pocket may be used to carry Small 
objects when the bag is in use in addition to 
performing its function of containing the bag 
when the latter is not in use for carrying pur 
pOSes. 
A modified form of construction is ShoWn in 

FigS. 4, 5 and 6. This construction differs from 
that previously described in that the receptacle 
into which the bag is folded When not in use corn 
prises a separate tubular member attached to 
the inner Surface of the bag and normally con 
cealed within the bag. 
Thus referring to FigS. 4, 5 and 6, the inven 

tion comprises a bag having Side Walls S' carry 
ing straps 4' and an inner receptacle 2 which, as 
shown, is positioned within the bottom of the 
bag and connected to the botton Wall 3 along 
the center line thereof by Stitching 3. The 
inner member 2 comprises a continuous band 
open at both ends and having straps terminat 
ing in a carrying handle 5 on the inner Surface 
Of the member. The end edges of the lower half 
of the tubular member 2 may be Stitched, as 
indicated at 5, to the ends of the botton Wall of 
the bag, although this is not eSSential. 
The bag Of Figs. 4, 5 and 6 is manipulated in 

the Sane Way as the bag ShoWn in FigS. 1, 2 and 3. 
Thus to convert the bag from open Condition, as 
shown in Fig. 6 to folded condition as shown 
in Fig. 4, the entire bag 3' is first turned inside 
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out as shown in Fig. 5. This places the tubular 
member 2 on the exterior of the bag. The tubul 
lar member 2 then in turn is turned inside-out, 
the rest of the bag being folded into the member 
2 during the operation. When the member 2 

has been turned completely inside-out with the 
rest of the bag contained thereWithin it has the 
appearance indicated in Fig. 4. The tubular 
member 2 is preferably so dimensioned as to be 
tightly filled by the remainder of the bag when 
it has been inserted therein so that the pressure 
On the Walls of the tubular member of the folded 
bag element therewithin is sufficient to maintain 
it in position and prevent its escape from the 
open ends of the member 2. 
As previously indicated, various departures from 

the particular construction disclosed in the dra W 
ing can be made without departing from the in 
vention, and the latter is to be limited only to 
the extent Set forth in the appended claim. 

I Cain: 
A bag having main Walls of flexible material, 

an inner Wall of relatively Small dimensions Se 
cured to the inner Surface of one of Said main 
walls and defining with the juxtaposed portion of : 
the main Wall an envelope open along one edge, 
a flap connected to said one edge of said inner 
Wall and Cooperating fastening means on said 
flap and on that Surface of Said inner Wall which 
is within Said pocket when the bag is in open 
position, said envelope being adapted to com 
pletely contain Said bag when the bag is turned 
inside-out and then said envelope turned inside 
out and Said flap Secured to Said inner wall with 
Said fastening means. 

MARGARET M. DAVENPORT. 
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