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UNITED STATES
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Applicaion fled Angust 12,1897, Serial No. 648,082,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, ARTHUR S. HENDERSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lou-
don, in the county of I.oudon and State of

Tennessee, have invented a new and useful

Music or Oopy Holder, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to music or copy
holders, and has in view principally to pro-
vide a holder which will readily adjust itself
to various thicknesses of copy or of music-
sheets, so that a single sheet or a book can be
equally accommodated, and in every instance
the copy or sheet of music will be completely
disclosed to view, and in the case of afolded
sheet or a book either can be held open with-
oub concealing any portion of the matter in-
scribed on the exposed pages thereof.

A further object is to provide a form of
holder which can readily eonstitute a part of
an instrument, such as an organ or piano—
that is to say, ean be built into or perma-

~ nently attached to the same and perform its
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functions equally well as when detachable,
for it requires no manipulation necessitating
itsdetachmentorremoval. Desiderata which
have also been kept in view are simplicity
and practicability and such a construction as
will not necessarily involve any considerable
expense in manufacture.

With the above-stated objects in view the
invention consists in certain novel features of
construction and-ecombination of parts which
are hereinafter described, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claim.

The drawings which accompany and form
part of this specification illustrate one form
of embodiment of the invention.

Of said drawings, Figure 1 represents a
perspective view of the complete holder with
its transparent cover partially open. Fig. 2
represents a similar view with the cover and
the false bottomi or interior rest removed.
Tig. 8 represents a cross-sectional view of the
complete holder with the cover raised by the
springs, as in Fig. 1.

In the drawings, the reference-letter A des-
ignates a somewhat shallow receptacle of rec-
tangular form, having sides ¢ and a bottom

a'. A cover Bis connected by hinges b with

one of the longer sides of the receptacle, said
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cover comprising a rectangular frame b’ and
a transparent center b3 of glass or any other
suitable material having the requisite trans-
parency. -This cover is preferably arranged
to be swung partly open by springs, here
shown as of the torsional variety, each spring
comprising an arm ¢, lying along and secured
to the top edge of the side of the receptacle
to which the cover is hinged, and an arm ¢/,
projecting at right angles to the arm ¢ and
pressing against the under side of the cover.
The edges of the receptacle sides over which
said springs extend are grooved, as shown, to
accommodate the same and allow the cover
to be shut down tight upon the receptacle.
The cover may be held closed by means of
any suitable cateh, that shown in the present
instance comprising a bent spring-arm d, fas-
tened to the front side of the receptacle and
having a perforation d' and a-projection or
pin d? on the front of the cover adapted to
engage said perforation.

- Within the receptacle there is arranged a
false bottom ¢, which constitutes an interior
rest for the music or the copy and is yield-
ingly supported by a number of spiral springs
¢/, arranged between it and the bottom a' of
the receptacle and preferably fastened to the
latter. These springs exert themselves to
press the false bottom outwardly, and in the
absence of any interposed matter hold the
same at the top of the receptacle, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 3, said false bottom being con-
fined to the receptacle by means of corner-
pieces in the form of short rods f, fastened in
the sides of the receptacle and extending
across the corners thereof, so as to form abut-
ments for the false bottom.

In using the holder the sheet of music or
the copy, or it may be a number of sheets or
a book, is placed upon the false -bottom and
the transparent cover is closed, the false bot-
tom yielding to an exlent regulated by the
amount of interposed matter, and said cover
is held closed by the spunmcatch hereinbe-
fore described.

It will be seen that by such an arrangement
as above described self-adjustability to va-
rious thicknesses of matter is provided forin
the holder, and all the matter on the exposed
page is displayed through the fransparent
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cover. It will be seen that the other objects
set forth are thoroughly accomplished by this
arrangement.

The cover is preferably constructed with a
ledge g, which may serve as an exterior rest
in a well-known manner. _

It is evident that the construction shown is
suseceptible of considerable variation without
departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention, and the appended claim is worded
with this in view. '

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— '

In a music or copy holder, the combination

of a-receptacle of appropriate form having
sidesand a bottom, atransparent coverhinged
to one of its sides, separable means for hold-
ing the cover .closed, a false bottom arranged

within the receptacle under the transparent zo

cover thereof and adapted to form a rest for
one or more sheets ora book, springs arranged
between the bottom of the receptacle and the
false bottom adapted to normally press the

latter outward, and springs tending to open 23

said cover, substantially as deseribed.
A. 5. HENDERSON.
Witnesses:
Jos. A. FERGUSON,
S. . HENDERSON.




