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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Danmt Rrap, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cot-
tage Grove, county of Lane, and State of
Oregon, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Detachable Casters, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention vrelates to detachable
casters.

The present invention has for its object
the provision of a caster of novel construc-
tion which is adapted to be readily applied
to the rocker of a rocking chair so that the
chair may be converted into a wheeled chair,
thus specially adapting it for the use of in-
valids and elderly people and thereby ob-
taining the advantages of a wheeled or roll-
ing chair without incurring the expense of
a specially constructed chair of that char-
acter.

The invention consists in a frame adapted
to straddle the rocker and provided with a
suitable caster, and a screw clamp for hold-
ing the frame in position; further, in the
combination with a frame adapted to em-
brace the rocker of a rocking chair and hav-
ing a bottom of new construction, of a caster
secured to said bottom; the invention con-
sists, further, in the combination with a
frame adapted to embrace the rocker, of a
keeper pivoted thereto and adapted to co-
operate therewith in a new manner, and a
clamping screw having a threaded engage-
ment with said keeper, whereby the device
may be secured to the rocker, with the ca-
pacity for ready attachment or detachment
therefrom, a suitable caster being connected
to the frame.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure
1 1s aperspective of a rocking chair equipped
with detachable casters made according te
the present invention; Fig. 2, a detail per-
spective of the caster with the keeper thrown
back; Fig. 3, a front elevation thereof; and
Fig. 4, a detail vertical section through the
bottom part of the frame.

The frame 1 may be of sheet metal or
made as a casting. Making it of stiff sheet
metal has the advantage of cheapness, light-
ness and strength and that fotm is shown in
the drawings, the sides 1* and the bottom 1?
being formed from the same piece of metal,
the sides being parallel and the bottom be-
ing inclined in relation thereto.

To brace the frame and also compensate
for the curvature of the rocker 2, Fig. 1, and
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to enable the device to be solidly and firmly
clamped on the rocker, I provide the bridge
or brace 8 whose upper surface is in a plane
substantially at right angles to the sides
of the frame and consequently arranged in
convergence to the bottom, such brace being
provided with the downwardly extending
flanges or lips 3* which are suitably con-
nected by rivets or other means to the sides
1* of the frame. Any suitable caster 4,
preferably swiveled and also preferably pro-
vided with a ball bearing 4* is secured to the
bottom 1* which enables the chair to be rap-
idly and easily swerved to the right or left.
One of the sides 1> is provided with a notch
or slot 1° and the other side with a flange or
an ear 14 to which is pivoted at 5 the keeper
6, the keeper being provided with a slot 62
adapted to receive the side 1* after the
keeper has been passed into the slot 1°¢ which
forms a strong interlock between the keeper
and the frame and relieves the pivotal con-
nection of the keeper of strain and, further,
prevents accidental vertical detachment of
the device from the rocker. A thumb screw
7 passes through a screw threaded hole in
the keeper and is adapted to bear upon the
upper edge of the rocker 2.

As shown in Fig. 1, preferably two of the
casters will be applied to each rocker, on
the front and rear parts thereof, thus sup-
porting the rocking chair free of the floor
at the four points where the four casters
bear upon it. Consequently, any ordinary
rocking chair can be quickly and easily con-
verted into a wheeled chair for the use of in-
valids or aged persons. In applying the
caster to the rocker, the keeper is swung to
one side and the frame applied upwardly to
the rocker, the keeper being ~thereafter
swung across the top of the rocker and the
thumb screw tightened against the upper
edge of the rocker so that the caster is then
held against movement forwardly and rear-
wardly on the rocker and against vertical
detachment.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

1. A detachable caster having a frame
adapted to engage the rocker, a movable
keeper engaged therewith, a clamping screw
engaged with the keeper and adapted to bear
against the rocker to thereby lock the keeper
and hold the frame on the rocker, and a
caster carried by the frame.
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2. A detachable caster having a frame
provided with a bottom and sides, a keeper
pivoted to one side of the frame and adapted
to swing crosswise of the latter, the other
side of the frame and the keeper being pro-
vided with interlocking devices, and a caster
carried by the frame.

3. A detachable caster having a frame
provided with a bottom and sides, a keeper
pivoted to one side of the frame and adapted
to swing crosswise of the latter, the other
side of the frame and the keeper being pro-
vided with interlocking devices, a clamping
screw threaded through the keeper, and a
caster carried by the frame.
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4. A detachable caster having a frame
provided with sides and a bottom which is
arranged angularly to the sides, a caster se-
cured to said angularly arranged bottom, a
false bottom arranged substantially at right
angles to the sides of the frame and in con-
verging relation to the bottom aforesaid,and
means for securing the frame to a rocker.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL READ.

Witnesses:
Joun F. Seray,
Davip B. CHAMBERLEN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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