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1
. This invehitioh rélates o a cleaniing deévice.
- Motre particularly, the invention rélates to that
type. of cleaning devize Wwhich may be Used
either as a Wt cleatiing mop or ‘as a dry ‘cleaher,
and which utilizes & cleaning element, such as a
Tubber ‘sponge, which is compressible and nor-
mally maintaihs an expanded preformed shape

The prithary object of ‘the irivention is to pro-
vide & device ‘of this character which is novel,
5imple, inexpensive and easy to operate.

A furthef¥ object is to providé & device of this
character having a handle and a cleaning -ele=
etit pivoted % to the ‘handle, togethér with means
servirig normally to raintgin the cleatiing ele-
ment in desired posmon relative to the handie,
and also actuable t0 coihpress the ¢cleaning ele-
ment as désired.

A further object is to prov1de a device of this
character with novel medns for mouinting a
Sponge cleaning element.

A further obJect is to provxde a dev1ce of ‘this

A further object is to provide g device of thls
charactér wherein the cleaning elerént is 'so ar=
rariged and positioned with respect to the parts
which mount the same, that said cleaning ‘ele-
ment effectively constitutes a bumper or guard to
prevent marring of furniture during use thereof.

Other objects Will be apparent from the de-
seription ‘and appehded claims.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is-a view of the device in front elevation
with parts broken away.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view of the device in
sidé elevation, with the inoperative positich of
parts of the device illustrated in dotted linés:

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional
view taken on line 3—3 of Pig. 1; and illustrating
the parts in sponge compressing position.

Referrmg to the drawing, the numeral {8 des-
ignates a handle which is preferably élongated
and of substantially the same length as the han-
dle of a conventional mop. A ferrile 11 ig
mounted on the -end-of the hahdle, and laterally
projecting flanges 12 extend from the lower -ehd
of said ferrule. A rigid U=shaped frame hag its
base 13 centrally secured to the flanges 12, and
has its ends 14 extending perpendicularly out-
wardly from base 13 in suibstahtially parallel re-
lation.

A cleaning element {5, preferably formed of a
block of sponge rubber of a length substantlally
equal to the length of base 13 of the frame, and
of substantial width but comparatively thin, is
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mounted in s suitable caftier 48. The ca¥ried 16
is preferably formed of sheet fietal ‘and his 6ne
end theraof bent reversibly ‘at 47 in S=shapead or
gooseneck form. This revetsibly benit portien 17
extends upwardly with réspect to the imdin body
of carrier #§, and seivesio cidmp or gtip One lon-
gitudirial edge of ‘the ¢leaning ‘elenigit-to the car-
rier at §8. The main pértion of ‘the ¢atrier 46 s
substantwally CONCavo-convex 1n form and the

edge 20 ¢f the "leamnv element I5 C
the carrier 15 &t ‘each ehd theres is
lug or ear 24, and an elongated Tod 22 §6ives to

‘pivotally connect said €ats to the ‘arins 14 of the

mounting frame I3. '

A pair of brackets 28 are rigidly sécuired 'to The
frame 1§ in equi-spaced relation to the ‘ceniter
thereof, ahd mount a bol 28 by means 6f Whmh
a lever 25 is pivoted to the handle. Liever 25 has
an ‘end ‘portion 28§ bent anguldrly therefrom &
mounts a bolt 27 to which thére are pveta_lly
connected ears 28 of a curved. pressure plate 29,

‘The pressure plate 29 is transversely curved in

substantial conformity to the curvatire of ‘the
face of the cléaning element. A spring ‘clip 38
is carried by the handle adjacent the fertuleé
and serves to riorinally hold the lever 25 adjacent
and substantially parallel to said handle.

If desired, as best illustrated in ¥ig, 2, ‘the
pressire plate 29 may be provided with a Seriés 6f
corrugations, said corrugations servmg ‘to
strengthen said plate and also to provuie -chan=-
nels through which water may readily: pass while
the plate is compressing a water laden sponge.

The operative position of the patts is best illiis-
trated in Fig. 2, wherein the lever 25 is shown
as retained by the clamp 38 adjaceént the handle
10. When in this positioh, the léver 25 sérves ‘to
urge the pressure plate 28 downwardly so that its
forward and rear ends press agamst the portlons
{7 and {9 of the sponge carrier. In this Way the
pressure plate serves to hold the sporge ‘caffier
16 against tilting on its bivot axis 22.

When it is desired to compréss the cleaning éle-
ment, the lever 25 is pivoted to shift the pressure
plate 29 to inoperative position as illustrated ih
dotted lines in Fig. 2. Thereupon the handie of
the mop may be turned and tilted so that ‘the
cleaning element 15 and its carrier 16 will pivos
about axis 22 snd assume g position with cleaning
element {5 juxtaposed to the pressure plate 29, as
best illustrated in Fig. 3. For this’ puipose ‘the
dimensions of the cléahing eletheiit 15 gid cariisr
16 must be such with respect to the part of travel




of the pressure plate 29 that said cleaning ele-
ment may shift 180 degrees without interference
from the pressure plate 29. It will readily be seen
that the lever 25 can thereupon be operated to
press the plate 29 against the sponge 15 to extract
water therefrom. Thereupon the lever 28 can be
released, the position of the mop changed o per-
mit the cleaning element to swing to operative
position and the lever 25 again returned {o a posi-
tion adjacent the handle and clamped at 30 for
the purpose of urging plate 29 into operative rela-
tion to the carrier 186, ~

It will be apparent from the above that this de-
vice is exceedingly simple in construction and op-
eration; that it requires no wringing rollers or
the like; that a large effective area of cleaning
element surface is exposed for use; that the clean-
ing element is solidly anchored to its carrier; and
that the portion of the cleaning element which is
not accessible for use is exceedingly small. The
upwardly and rearwardly directed S-bend {7 of
the carrier 16 assures that a substantial portion
of the cleaning element 25 will project forwardly
from the carrier 16 to serve as a bumper or guard,
so that the danger of marring furniture is reduced
to a minimum. This application is a substitute
for my earlier patent application, Serial No.
338,855, filed June 4, 1940,

I claim:

1. A cleaning device comprising a handle, a
frame carried by said handle, a carrier pivoted
to said frame, a compressible cleaning element
mounted on said carrier and normally positioned
outwardly of said carrier, a lever pivoted to said
handle, a pressure plate pivoted to said lever, and
means for normally positioning said plate to bear
against the inner portion of said carrier to main-
tain said carrier and cleahing element in opera-
tive relation to said handle, said plate being shift-
able by said lever to a position clear of said car-
rier to accommodate pivoting of said carrier to a
position with said cleaning element facing said
plate.

2. A cleaning device comprising a handle, a
cleaning element, a carrier.for said cleaning ele-
ment pivoted to said handle, an element-com-
pressing member normally engaging the back of
said carrier to operatively position the same, and
means carried by said handle for mounting said
member, said means being shiftable to a position
clear of said carrier to accommodate pivotal
movement of said carrier to a position with said
cleaning element facing said member.

3..A cleaning device comprising a handle, a

cleaning element, a curved carrier for said clean-

ing element pivoted to said handle, a plate curved
in substantial conformity with the curvature of
said carrier, a lever pivoted to said handle, said
plate being pivotally mounted on said lever and
normally bearing against the back of said car-
rier to hold said carrier stationary on said handle,
-said lever being shiftable fo position said plate
clear of said carrier whereby said carrier may
rotate to position said cleaning element in facmg
relation to said plate.
4. A cleaning device compnsmg a cleanlng
unit including a cleaning element and a carrier
therefore, a presser plate of a shape- comple-
“mentary to the exposed face of said cleaning ele-
ment, 2 handle unit shiftably mounting said clean-
ing unit and plate for independent movement of
each, said cleaning unit being normally positioned
with said cleaning element remote from said plate
and being shiftable to a position with said clean-
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ing element facing said plate to be compressed
thereby, and means associated with said handle
unit for releasably latching said plate in a posi-
tion at the end of its path of travel in the direc-
tion of and in engagement with the back of said
carrier,

5. A cleaning device comprising a handle, g
cleaning element, a carrier for said cleaning ele-
ment pivoted intermediate opposed margins
thereof to said handle, an element-compressing

‘member normally engaging the back of said car-

rier on opposite sides of its pivot axis to normally
position the same, and means carried by said
handle for mounting said member, said means
being shiftable to a position clear of said carrier
to accommodate pivotal movement of said car-
rier to a position with said cleaning element fac-
ing said member,

6. A cleaning device comprising a handle, a
cleaning element, a carrier for said cleaning ele-
ment  pivoted intermediate opposed -margins
thereof to said handle, an element-compressing
member normally engaging the back of said car-
rier on opposite sides of its pivot axis to normally
position the same, and means carried by said
handle and pivotally mounting said compressing
member intermediate the carrier-engaging por-
tions thereof, said means being shiftable to posi-
tion said member clear of said carrier to accom-
modate pivotal movement of said carrier to a posi-
tion with said cleaning element facing said mem-
ber.

7. A cleaning device comprising a handle, a
cleaning element, a carrier for said cleaning ele-
ment pivoted to said handle, an element-com-
pressing member normally engaging the back of
said carrier to operatively position the same, and
means carried by said handle for mounting said
member, said compressing member being pivoted
to said last named means intermediate the en-
gaging portions thereof about an axis substan-
tially parallel to the pivot axis of said carrier, said
means being shiftable to position said member
clear of said earrier to accommodate pivotal move-
ment of said carrier to a position with said clean-
ing element facing said member and interposed
between said pivot axes.

ARTHUR Z. BENDAR.
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