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This invention relates to the packaging

" of groups of separate articles, and especially,
a]tﬁough not exclusively, to the packaging of
cigarettes or the like. :

6 A well known type of cigarette package
includes a wrapper which encloses a suitable
number (usually twenty) of cigarettes, the
ends of the wrapper being folded inwardly
in the form of superimposed flaps closing

10 the ends of the package, and the flaps at one-

end being sealed by the usual revenue stamp
which is affixed to the package across the
closure flaps at one end thereof, with the in-
tention that said stamp will be broken or
torn away in order to expose the flaps when
the package is opened at that end.

However, it has become customary, in order
to retain the unused cigarettes as securely
as possible within their container until all
have been used, not to open the end of the
package completely, but, on the eontrary,
to tear away a portion of the end flaps at
one side of the stamp to form a restricted
opening through which the cigarettes are
successively withdrawn. In so opening the
package the stamp is not destroyed, as re-
quired by law, and is frequently left intact
when the entirely emptied wrapper is dis-
carded. .

Some difficulty is also experienced in re-
moving the first cigarette, due to the fact
that all of the cigarettes of the group are
tightly bound together by their enclosing
wrapper, and mutilation of the first cigarette
removed frequently results.

The present invention has for its primary
object to provide a cigarette or similar pack-
age wherein the destruction of the stamp is
insured when the package is initially opened,
and wherein the removal of the first cigarette
or cigarettes from the package is facilitated
and mutilation thereof prevented.

The foregoing and other objects of the
45 invention will best be understood from the
® following description of a preferred embodi-
ment thereof illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing. It will alsobe understood, how-
ever, that the particular construction de-
scribed and shown has been chosen for pur-
poses of exemplification merely, and that the
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invention, as defined by the claims hereunto
appended, may be otherwise embodied with-
out departure from the spirit and scope
thereof.

In said drawing: :

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the package
before opening. :

Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating the op-
eration of opening the package.

Fig. 8 is a similar view illustrating the
withdrawal of the first cigarettes from .the
package. _

Figs. 4 and 5 are detail perspective views
of the combined closure and removal member.

As in the usual package, the cigarettes 10
are enclosed in a wrapper 11, the ends of
which are folded over in the form of super-
imposed flaps 12 to close the ends of the pack-
age, and the revenue stamp 13 is arranged
transversely of one end of the package across
the flaps 12 at that end and is secured at its
ends by suitable adhesive to the sides of the
package. As thus far described the package
may be of the usual or conventional form.

In carrying the present invention into ef-
fect the tabs 12 are preferably secured to-
gether, by adhesive or otherwise, independ-
ently of the stamp 13, and are also prefer-
ably cut away at one side of the stamp to
provide a removal opening 14 which, in the
unopened package, is covered by a combined
auxiliary closure member and opening tab
15 extending beneath the stamp 13 and be-
tween the latter and the flaps 12. The tab 15
is formed as a portion of what, for conven-
ience, may be termed a removal member 16
which extends into the package through the
opening 14 and is folded to form side and
bottom flanges 17 and 18 respectively which
engage the sides and lower end or ends of one
or more of the endmost cigarettes 10 of the
group. Any suitable number of cigarettes
may thus be engaged by the removal mem-
ber, but preferably it is arranged to partial-
iy enclose the three cigarettes which, in pack-
ages of this character, usually constitute the
endmost row of the group. The removal
member 16, with its tab 15, is preferably com-
posed of thin, relatively flexible, transparent
material such, for example, as the cellulose 100
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product known in the trade as “cellophane?.
In opening the package, the free end of
the tab 15, which extends beyond the stam
13, is grasped and lifted by the fingers, as il-
8 Justrated 1n Fig. 2, thereby rupturing the
stamp 13 and exposing the opening 14, the
flaps 12 however being retained in position -
by their adhesive or other securing means-as
shown in Fig. 3. Thereafter, as illustrated

10 in the latter figure, the removal member 15°
is drawn out of the package by the tab 15,
thereby withdrawing the endmost cigarette

. or cigarettes which may therefore be readily
removed without danger of mutilation.

18 Tt will be clear that the obvious and most
convenient way to open the package is by lift-
ing the tab 15, thereby insuring the destruc-

.tion of the stamp 18, as required by law, and
that thereafter no tearing away of the flaps

20 12 or other part of the enclosure is necessary
in order to render its contents accessible, a
single simple operation sufficing to rupture
the stamp, open the package, and withdraw
the first cigarette or other article therefrom.

26 It will be understood that, after the with-
drawal of the first two or three cigarettes, the
removal of the others without mutilation is
relatively easy, so that the combined closure
and removal member 15, 16 may be discarded

30 and the package thereafter used in the usual

vm%c _ .

aving thus described my invention, I
claim : ’

1. A package of cigarettes or the like, com-

36 prising a wrapper having superimposed end
closure flaps sealed together, 2 stamp affixed to
said flaps, said flaps being cut away to provide
a permanent removal opening adjacent said

. stamp, and a transparent closure member ex-

40 tending beneath the stamp and between said
‘stamp and the sealed flaps, said member hav-
ing a free end beyond the stamp adapted to
be lifted to open the package and simultane-
ously rupture the stamp.

40 2. A package of cigarettes or the like, com-
prising a wrapper having superimposed end
closure flaps sealed together, s stamp affixed
to said flaps, said flaps being cut away to pro-
vide a permanent removal opening adjacent

60 said stamp, and a transparent combined clo-

- sure and removal member having » tab nor-
‘mally covering said opening and extending
beneath the stamp and between said stamp
and the sealed flaps and a portion extending

65 into said opening and engaging one or more
of the cigarettes, whereby said tab may be
lifted to rupture the stamp and expose said
opening and thereafter operated to withdraw
said removal member and the cigarette or

80 cigarettes engaged thereby.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
JAMES H. REED.



