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To ol whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1. Crarexcs T. Fam-
BANKS, 2 citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Chieago. in the county of Cook and
State of Tlineis, have invented certain new
and useful Tmprovements in Display-Rasels,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in”

easels. and is partienlarly adapted to be at-
tached to the back of advertising or display
cards. :

Although my easel is particulariy adapted
to be used in connection with enlarged ve-
productions of hottles, cans, containers, ete.,
giving the natural roundedappearance of the
actual object illustrated, nevertheless. 1t s
apparent that it is also useful for any form
of display, in view of the fact that it can be
enrved or flexed, nueh or little, according to
the individual construetion employed. The
easel is preferably so constracted that it can
be folded flat for shipping purposes. and
when opened out or adjusted it will flex or

curve the front member to which it s at-

tached thus making it rigid, so that it is pos-
sible to construet -or manufacture a large
display on fairly light eavdboard. or analo-
gous material, which, when fexed, by means
of my improved casel, is as rigid as if nade
of a flat. piece of heavy board.

Tlence. it will be seen that the objects of
my invention are to provide an easel con-
struction of the elass deseribed which will
ensible (lie use of a lighter weight of eard-
hoard than in the ease of a display con-

strueted of flat eardboard ; to provide a con-

struetion in whieh the front member of the
display is so shaped that it cannet bend over
backward as in the ease of a flat front mem-
ber: 4o provide a construction which mav bo
folded flat for shipping purposes and which
may be quickly and conveniently opened up
and adjusted in operative positiony to pro-
vide an improved construction which shall
be extremely vigid and permanently mai-
tain the desired shape when on displays to
provide a construction which will not be
readily tipped over or displaced by aceidents
or mishandling; to provide an inexpensive
construction of simple, neat, and. cilicient de-

sign which may be manufactured rapidly .

and cconomically by means of ordinary well
known manufacturing-applinncees and pro-
cossost: and. in general, to provide an -
proved easel of the character referred to.

In the drawings. which illustrate a specific
embodiment of my invention as appliéd to an
casel desigmed to<imulate the appearance of
a magnified bottle “containing a drug or
other merchandise— '

Wigure 1 is a front elevation of the easel
when in folded condition:

Fig. 2 is a vear elevation of the same easel ;

Fig. 3 is a seetion taken on the line 3—3
of Fig. 1; ’ .

Fig. 4 is a planeview of the easel when set
up for display purposes; .

Fig. 5 is a section taken on the line H—35
of Fig. 4; and

Ifig. 6 is an clevation of a modified form
of construction.

Referring to the drawings, 10 represents a
single sheet of cardboard or similar mate-
val cut ont in the shape necessary to simu-
late or displayv the article being advertised.
and. if desired, having its face printed with
an enlarged reproduction of the printed mat--
ter on the label of the:boitle or container

- which the easel is designed to simulate,

The back wember 11 of the easel comprises
a single substantially rectangular sheet of
cardboard.  The said back member 11 1s
united to the edges of opposite vertieally ex-
tonding marginal side portions of the front
10 by gluing the marghinl strips 12 and 13
of the back member to the back surface of
the front member 10, 1n order to ¢ause the
back member 11 to readily agsume the proper
position when the easel is set up. the said
back portion is scored at the margins of the
glued portions 12 and 13—for instance as
shown at 14 and 15, the center line of the
back member being also scored. as shown at
16. for a similar purpose. 8

The easel when not set up, that is to say
when it leaves the factory, is in collapsed
or folded condition. as shown in Fig. 3, so
that it occupies a minimum amount of space.
When it is desived to set up the easel. the
front and back members ave pulled apart or
separated to cause the easel to assume the
shape indicated in Wigs. 4 and 5. The spaced
apart relation of the back member 11 and the
front member 10 is maintained by means of
a pair of symmetrically disposed lugs 17 and
18 which are struck out from.the material
of (he back member 110 the horizontal edges
19 and 20 of the said Tugs, which form the
union hetween the Tugs and the back mem-
ber, being scored so that the said lugs will
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‘the easel is set up. -

bend down readily into a position substan-
tially horizontal and at right angles with the
main portions of the back member 11. Pref-
erably, the outer free edges of the lugs 17
and 18 are curved, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4,
so that when the said lugs are bent down, us
shown in Fig.-4, the said free edges will sub-
stantially fit the concave rear surface of the
front member 10. Tt is of course understood
that the front member 10, which is not

~seored, has considerable resiliency, thereby

causing it to try to assume its original flat
shape, pressing strongly against the curved
front edges of the lugs'17 and 18 and main-
taining them by friction in the desired bent
relation. )

It will be understood that when the easel
is set up or opened out, as just described,
the bottom edges of the front member 10
and the back member 11 are located in the
same horizontal plane, so that the easel will
stand in an upright position when placed
on a smooth level surface, such as the top
of a counter or show case. If it is desired
to secure greaterstability, an angular lug
21 may be struck out of the lower part of
the back member 11, while still being inte-
grally united to the back’ meémber 11 by
means of the séored union 22, the said foot

Sy

member- 21 being bent or swung out to the”

position shown at 23 in Figs. 4 and 5 when

For convenience in separating the ‘back
member 11 from the front member 10 and
for manipulating*the bracing lugs 17 and
18, a pair of finger holes 24 may be punched
in the back member 11 - .

In Fig. 6 T have shown a sliglttly different
construction. where, instead of using a single
pair of bracing lugs 17 and 18 at the centéer
of the easel, I employ two spaced apart
pairs of lugs 25 and 26, located at the top
and bottom of the ensel, respectively. Tt is
of course obvious that in the case of an ex-
tremely tall easel, additional pairs of Jugs
may be employed, if an extremely rigid con-
struction is desired. ‘ )

Inasmuch as the described details of con-
struetion may be modified considerably to

suit individual requirements, without sac-

rifice of efficiency,

the said details are intended merely to illus-

trate a specific application of the invention,

the scope of which should be determined by

reference to the appended claims. -
claim— v '

1. A 'disp]ay easel, comprising a front.

flexing member, and a back scored member
marginally united to opposite vertical sides
of the front member, and a spacing lug con-
nected horizontally to said back member ar-
ranged to be bent at an angle thereto to en-

it will bé understood that

1,205,465

gage the front member and maintain the lat-
ter in a rigidly enrved or flexed position.

2. A display easel, comprising a front.
flexing member and a back scored member
marginally united to opposite vertical sides
of the front member, and a pair of spacing
lugs connected horizontally to said Dback
member and arranged to be bent at an angle
thereto to engage the front member and.
maintain the latter in a rigidly curved or
flexed position. ,

3. A display easel, comprising an-upstand-
ing front flexing member and a back scored
member marginally united to opposite up-
wardly extending sides of the front niember.
the intermediate portions of said back mein-
ber and said front member being capable
of being separated by outwardly hending
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hoth portions, and a Ing struck out of said ,

back member Lorizontally connected and ca-
pable of being. bent inwardly at an angle to
said member \nto the spaee between suid por-
tions to maintiin the front member in o rig-
1dly curved or flexed position.

4. A display easel, comprising an upstand-
ing front flexing member and a back scored
member marginally united to opposite up-

. wardly extending sides of the front menmber,
the sides of snid back member beimg scored
adjacent said margial unions to form hinges
for said back member. and vertical score
being in the center of said back member so
that when said back mepiber is bent out-
wardly it forms two flat surfaces angularly
connected at said score from which surfaces
shaping lugs are struck out. hovizontally
connected, aboutsthe center of easel, and «a-
pable of being bent inwardly .at an angle to

~said merber into the space hetwoeen said
front and back members to engage the front
member and maintain the latter in a rigidly
curved or flexed position.

5. A display easel, comprising an upstand-
ing front Hexing member and a back scored

_member having opposite side edges united to
vertically extending side edges of the front
member, said back member being  scored
vertically in the center, so that when the
intermediate portions of said back and front
are separated by bending both outw: rdly,
the back member forms two Hat surfaces an.
gularly. connected at said score and from
each surface of said back member a Ing is
struck out. horizontally connected and capa-
ble of being bent inwardly at an angle to
said member said lugs ha ving their opposite
free edges shaped to fit the inner stirface
of the front member when latter js citrved
or flexed, and the said lugs being maintained
in bent- position. by the resiliency of the
front. member.
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