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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Javsms AYTOUN, a sub-
ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing in
the city and county of Edinburgh, Seotland,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in and Relating to Cans, Boxes, and the
Like, (for which I have obtained a patent in
Great Britain, No. 11,607, bearing date July
24, 1890,) of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improvement in
the construction of cans, boxes, and the like;
and it consists in forming in any suitable
part of the ean, Lox, or the like an exterior
corrugation or fold completely encireling any
suitable part of the can, box, or the iike, the
object being to facilitate the opening of the
said can, box, or the like without touching
the contents thereof with the instrument used
for opening the said ean, box, or the like or
in any way damaging or mangling the con-
tents thereof. To this end I form round the
side or sides or the top or bottom of the body
of the can, box, or the liké, round the lid
thereof, or round the junction of the lid with
the body of the can, box, or the like a cor-
rugation or fold projecting outward and com-
pletely encircling the said can, box, or the
like, as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figures 1 and 2, Sheet No. 1, are views in
side elevation and plan respectively, both
partly in section, of a can of the type used
for preserved meats embodying my inven-
tion; and Fig. 8, Sheet No. 1, is a broken view
in sectional elevation, on an enlarged scale,
of the corrugation or fold. Figs. 4 to 13,
inclusive, Sheet No. 2, are views in broken
sectional elevation of various other forms my
invention may assume. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 show
the corrugation or fold formed on the top
edge of a can, box, or the like. Figs. 7 and 8
show the corrugation or fold formed on the
lid or cover of the can, box, orthe like, the
said corrugation or fold being horizontal in
Fig. 7 and vertical in Tig. 8. Figs. 9 and 10
show the corrugation or fold formed at the
junetion of the lid or cover with the body of
the can, box, or the like, the soldered june-
tion of the two parts forming the edge or
summit of the corrugation or fold. Fig. 11
shows, on an enlarged secale, the method of

carrying out my invention when the body of
the can, box,or the like is made of such thick
metal that it would be difficult to shear a
double thickness thereof.
corrugation or fold is made of a thin sheet of
metal a,soldered onto the body of the can, box,
or thelike. Fig. 12 shows an arrangementsuit-
able forsardine-boxes;and Fig. 13, an arrange-
mentsuaitable for paint-cans, the corrngation
or fold of the latter being formed in the top or
cover, so that when the corrugation or fold is
cut off the top becomes available as a lid.
Throughout these several figures A desig-
nates the corrugation or fold, the sides of
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which are preferably parallel with and in

close proximity to one another, so that the
edge or summit thereof forms a close fold
and the dotted line # 2 the shearing or cut-
ting line.

To open my improved ean, box, or the like
the corrugation or fold is sheared, cut, or
clipped all round by any snitable form of
shears or scissors, thus separating the two
parts of the can, box, or the like and allow-
ing them to come apart at the line of shear-
ing or cutting. When an instrument suit-
able for cutting, shearing, or elipping the cor-
ragation or fold is not at hand, the edge or
summit of the corrugation or fold may be
filed, ground, or rubbed down either to com-
pletely separate the two parts of the corruga-
tion or fold or to only partially separate them
toallow.of theinsertion of aknifeorits equiva-
lent for the purpose of completing the sepa-
ration of the two partsof the corrugation or
fold.

It will be seen that by my invention, as
hereinbefore fully described, cans, boxes, and
the like can be readily and easily opened
with almost any tool or instrument that may
be at hand withoutin any way damaging or
mangling the contents thereof. ,

I wish it to be particularly understood that
I do not limit myself to the. precise methods
of carrying my invention into practical ef-
feet, as hereinbefore set forth, and illustrated
by the accompanying drawings, bat that I
hold myself at liberty to make such changes
and alterations as fairly fall within the spirit
and scope of my invention.

Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature of my said invention,
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and in what manner the same is to be per-

formed, I declare that what I do claim as my
invention, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A metallic packing-vessel provided with
an endless exterior fold or corrugation A,
consisting of a double thickness of metal
having flat sides arranged substantially par-
allel and in close proximity to each other, the
said vessel being adapted to be opened by

cutting transversely through the double thick-
ness of the said fold between its outer edge
and the can, substantially as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

my name in the presence of two subseribing 13

witnesses.
JAMES AYTOUN.
Witnesses:
Hugua C. PEACOCK,
NEIL BROWNLEE.




