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= EXEHBER

A method and apparatus for accessing a random access channel
(RACH) during handover are disclosed. A handover procedure
is initiated and a maximum handover interruption timer is
activated. A dedicated preamble is transmitted in an attempt to
access the RACH on a condition that the dedicated preamble is
reserved in a current random access opportunity and the
maximum handover intemiption timer has not expired. A
contention-based preamble is transmitted in an attempt to access
the RACH on a condition that a dedicated preamble is not
reserved in a current random access opportunity. If the
maximum handover interruption timer has expired, a
contention-based preamble is transmitted in an attempt to access
the RACH.
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