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(57) ABSTRACT 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a 
method of constructing a fluid lens is provided. The method 
comprises establishing a generalized sidewall profile func 
tion and converting the generalized sidewall profile function 
to a plurality of lens sidewall contact angle functions defined 
by different combinations of sidewall profile parameters. 
Thereafter, the method comprises determining respective 
degrees of operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact 
angle functions over a range of positions along the X axis by 
assessing derivative uniformity of each of the lens sidewall 
contact angle functions within an established slope flatness 
metrice. The respective degrees of operational linearity of the 
lens sidewall contact angle functions are then evaluated to 
identify an optimized sidewall profile. A fluid lens is then 
constructed by forming the fluid lens reservoir having at least 
one sidewall with the optimized sidewall profile. 

19 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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FLUID LENS LATERAL SHIFTING 

BACKGROUND 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to methods of 5 
constructing fluid lenses and, more particularly, to methods of 
optimizing sidewall profiles of fluid lenses. 

SUMMARY 
10 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a 
method of constructing a fluid lens is provided. The method 
comprises establishing a generalized sidewall profile func 
tion and converting the generalized sidewall profile function 
to a plurality of lens sidewall contact angle functions defined 15 
by different combinations of sidewall profile parameters. 
Each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions is charac 
terized by a degree of operational linearity between a lens 
sidewall contactangle and a target lens fluid lateral shift along 
an X axis. Thereafter, the method comprises determining 20 
respective degrees of operational linearity of the lens sidewall 
contact angle functions over a range of positions along the X 
axis by assessing derivative uniformity of each of the lens 
sidewall contact angle functions within an established slope 
flatness metric e. The respective degrees of operational lin- 25 
earity of the lens sidewall contact angle functions are then 
evaluated to identify an optimized sidewall profile. A fluid 
lens is then constructed by forming the fluid lens reservoir 
having at least one sidewall with the optimized sidewall pro 
file. 

According to another embodiment of the present invention 
the method comprises determining respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions over a range of positions along the X axis, including a 
position where x=0, by assessing derivative uniformity of 35 
each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions within an 
established slope flatness metric e. 

According to another embodiment of the present invention 
the method comprises converting the generalized sidewall 
profile function to a plurality of lens sidewall contact angle 
functions defined by different combinations of sidewall pro 
file parameters. Each of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions is characterized by a degree of operational linearity 
between (i) a lens sidewall contact angle and a target lens fluid 
lateral shift along an X axis, (ii) a lens sidewall contact angle 
and sidewall electrode electric potential, or (iii) lens sidewall 
contact angle and lens focal length. 
The present invention is not to be limited to the particular 

embodiments provided above or otherwise described herein. 
It is contemplated that additional embodiments are possible 
through modifications and variations to the embodiments 
described. Such modifications and variations are permissible 
without departing from the scope of the invention described 
in the specification and defined in the appended claims. 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

It is believed that embodiments of the present invention 
will be better understood from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a fluid lens; 
FIG. 2 is a graphical illustration depicting a lens fluid 

lateral shift in a fluid lens; 
FIG. 3 is a graphical illustration depicting the effect of 65 

different sidewall derivatives on lens sidewall contact angle 
function; 

60 

2 
FIG. 4 is a graphical illustration depicting change in degree 

of operational linearity with changes in sidewall profile 
parameters; 

FIG. 5 is a graphical illustration depicting the relationships 
between lens sidewall contact angle and lens fluid lateral shift 
position; 

FIG. 6 is a graphical illustration depicting a fluid lens; and 
FIG. 7 is a graphical illustration depicting the influence of 

lens radius of curvature on degrees of operational linearity 
with changes in sidewall profile parameters. 
The embodiments set forth in the drawings are illustrative 

in nature and are not intended to be limiting of the invention 
defined by the claims. Moreover, individual aspects of the 
drawings and the invention will be more fully apparent and 
understood in view of the detailed description. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a fluid lens 10 generally com 
prises a fluid lens reservoir 12, an electrically responsive lens 
fluid 14, and one or more control electrodes 16. Generally, the 
fluid lens reservoir 12 is defined at least in part by one or more 
sidewalls 18, while the lens fluid 14 is at least partially held 
within the fluid lens reservoir 12. The control electrodes 16, 
meanwhile, may be disposed along or extend generally par 
allel to at least one of the sidewalls 18 of the fluid lens 
reservoir 12. 

Generally, the fluid lens reservoir 12 comprises an optical 
aperture or window 24 that allows light to propagate through 
the lens fluid 14 held therein. The shape of the surface 20 of 
the lens fluid 14 can be used to focus and steer an optical beam 
directed through the lens 10. The shape of the surface 20 of 
the electrically responsive lens fluid 14 can be altered by the 
application of electric potentials to the control electrodes 16 
disposed along the sidewalls 18 of the reservoir 12. By adjust 
ing independently the electric potentials of the control elec 
trodes 16, it is possible to shift the lens fluid 14 laterally, 
thereby altering the shape of the surface 20 of the lens fluid 14 
and the focus and/or direction of the optical beam projecting 
therethrough. For example, the fluid lens 14 may be config 
ured such that the surface 20 of the lens fluid 14 comprises a 
substantially cylindrical profile when the control electrodes 
16 are in an unbiased state and a skewed cylindrical profile 
when the control electrodes 16 are biased to generate an 
electric field that alters the curvature of the surface 20 of the 
lens fluid 14. For purposes of describing embodiments of the 
present invention herein, the lens fluid lateral position is 
identified according to the highest point of the lens fluid 
where the slope of a surface of the lens fluid equals zero. 
A complementary but distinct fluid 22 may be provided 

within lens reservoir 12 to help stabilize and facilitate proper 
control of the lens fluid 14. For example, and not by way of 
limitation, where an electrically responsive oil is used as the 
lens fluid 14, an aqueous-based fluid 22 may be encased 
within the lens 10 and disposed over the oil held within the 
fluid reservoir 12 of the lens 10. This type of configuration is 
illustrated clearly in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,538,823, 6,778,328, and 
6,936.809. Only those portions of the aforementioned patents 
necessary to facilitate an understanding of the general con 
cepts of fluid lens design and the manner in which an electric 
field can be used to alter the optical properties of a fluid lens 
are incorporated herein by reference. 
The shifting of a lens fluid through adjustment of electric 

potentials is illustrated in FIG. 2. FIG. 2 depicts a cross 
sectional view a fluid lens comprising a V-groove fluid lens 
reservoir having a defined sidewall profile and an electrically 
responsive lens fluid. Here, the lens radius of curvature R of 
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the lens fluid is given as 1.0 mm and the cross-sectional area 
A of the lens fluid is given as 1.0 mm. The lens fluid is 
presented at two X positions along an X axis: 1) where X=0.0 
mm and the electric potentials of the control electrodes are in 
an unbiased state and 2) where x=0.2 mm and the electric 
potentials of the control electrodes are biased, causing the 
lens fluid to shift laterally along the x axis. Thus, the surface 
of the lens fluid is shown in FIG. 2 for a lateral displacement 
of X=+0.2 mm. FIG. 2 also illustrates a lens fluid center of 
curvature as the lens fluid is shifted laterally and left and right 
lens sidewall contact angles. It may be noted that for sym 
metric sidewall profiles (e.g. V-groove profile), the left and 
right lens sidewall contact angles are mirror images of each 
other and, as such, may be expressed as 0(x)=0.(-x). 
Therefore, to simplify the description herein, only a single or 
the right lens sidewall contact angle and its related function, 
are discussed. Further, for the purposes of describing and 
defining the present invention, it is noted that a fluid that is 
“electrically responsive' may be an electrically conductive 
fluid, a poled fluid of limited conductivity, or any fluid that 
can be arranged to physically respond to the application of an 
electric field thereto, in the manner described herein. The 
control electrodes may preferably comprise independently 
controllable electrodes to maximize operational versatility. 

FIG. 3 graphically illustrates how a right lens sidewall 
contact angle changes as a V-groove profile sidewall deriva 
tive is changed from X=0.2 to x=2.0. As apparent from FIG.3, 
V-groove profiles with steeper sidewalls generally produce 
larger changes in the right lens sidewall contactangle than do 
V-groove profiles having shallow sidewalls. Depending on 
the requirements for a particular fluid lens focusing and/or 
optical beam steering application, one V-groove reservoir 
profile may produce more desirable performance character 
istics than would another profile. For example, where large 
lateral shifts of the lens fluid are required, shallow sidewall 
profiles may be preferred since Such applications will require 
a smaller lens sidewall contact angle control range. Another 
example is where high-resolution lateral lens fluid position 
ing is required, steep sidewall profiles may be preferred so as 
to reduce the amount of lateral shift of a lens fluid associated 
with a given, controlled change in lens sidewall contactangle. 

Therefore, according to the requirements for a particular 
fluid lens application, it may be desirable to select a fluid lens 
reservoir comprising a profile most appropriate for obtaining 
linear relationships between an input variable (e.g. lens side 
wall contact angle) and an output variable (e.g. lens fluid 
lateral offset position). As such, to accommodate appropri 
ately a variety of fluid lens applications, the fluid lens reser 
Voir may comprise one or more of any variety of profiles, such 
as, but not limited to, a V-groove profile, a hyperbolic profile, 
a parabolic profile, a circular profile, a rectangular profile, or 
other linear, non-linear profile, or combinations thereof. 
The sidewall profile optimization schemes described 

herein help ensure that an appropriate reservoir profile is 
provided and that a linear response between lens sidewall 
contact angle and lens fluid lateral offset is produced. In 
addition, the sidewall profile optimization schemes described 
herein can permit simplification of external control electron 
ics by eliminating look-up tables or other specialized cir 
cuitry or programming typically needed for profiles charac 
terized by non-linear responses. As used herein, the terms 
“optimal.” “optimized,” and “optimization, with respect to a 
sidewall profile, do not require that a perfect, or even a best 
possible, sidewall profile be identified and/or incorporated 
into and utilized in a fluid lens. Rather, the terms “optimal.” 
“optimized,” and “optimization, with respect to a sidewall 
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4 
profile, are to be understood simply to mean a sidewall profile 
with at least some degree of operational linearity. 

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to 
methods of constructing fluid lenses comprising an optimized 
sidewall profile. According to one method of constructing a 
fluid lens, a generalized sidewall profile function is estab 
lished. For example, this generalized sidewall profile function 
can be represented as: 

This generalized sidewall profile function f(x) may then be 
converted to a plurality of lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions f(x), f(x),. . . defined by different combinations of 
sidewall profile parameters. More specifically, the general 
ized sidewall profile function f(x) may be converted to the 
plurality of lens sidewall contact angle functions f(X), f(x). 
... by changing the coefficients Co., C. C. C. C. In addi 
tion, the generalized sidewall profile function f(x) may be 
converted to the plurality of lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions f(x), f(x). . . . by setting Co -0 since Co serves as a 
constant offset term and generally has no influence on lens 
sidewall contact angle. 

Each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions f(x). 
f(x),... derived from the generalized sidewall profile func 
tion f(x) will be characterized by a given degree of opera 
tional linearity between the lens sidewall contact angle and 
the target lens fluid lateral shift along the X axis. According to 
the method, these respective degrees of operational linearity 
are determined for each of the lens sidewall contact angle 
functions over a range of positions along the X axis by assess 
ing derivative uniformity of each of the lens sidewall contact 
angle functions within an established slope flatness metric e. 
More particularly, derivative uniformity can be assessed by 

using the following equations: 

d6Right 
dy 

d6Right 
dy 

In these equations, d0, refers to the derivative of the right 
lens sidewall contact angle function under assessment, while 
X, refers to the degree of operational linearity of the lens 
sidewall contact angle function under assessment. The slope 
flatness metric e may define a permissible range of non 
uniformity in assessing the derivative uniformity of the lens 
sidewall contact angle functions. The slope flatness metrice 
generally is established at any relatively small value. For 
example, according to one embodiment, the slope flatness 
metric e is about +5%. Since, however, the slope flatness 
metrice is a function of requirements of an application of the 
fluid lens, it is contemplated that the slope flatness metric e 
can be established at any other value according to those 
requirements of the particular fluid lens application. 

After the respective degrees of operational linearity of the 
lens sidewall contact angle functions have been determined, 
the method further comprises evaluating these respective 
degrees of operational linearity to identify an optimized side 
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wall profile. The optimized sidewall profile generally, but not 
necessarily, is identified as the sidewall profile configured to 
result in the desired performance characteristics for a particu 
lar fluid lens application. This generally is the sidewall profile 
comprising the greatest degree of operational linearity pro 
viding the broadest linear relationship between lens sidewall 
contact angle and lens fluid lateral shift. 
Once the optimized sidewall profile for a particular fluid 

lens application is identified, the method comprises con 
structing the fluid lens by forming the fluid lens reservoir with 
at least one sidewall comprising the optimized sidewall pro 
file. Thereby, a fluid lens configured to produce a linear rela 
tionship between lens sidewall contact angle and lens fluid 
lateral shift and result in the desired performance character 
istics of a particular fluid lens application is constructed. 

According to one embodiment, the respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions are determined where the range of positions along the X 
axis includes a position where X=0. According to another 
embodiment, however, the respective degrees of operational 
linearity are determined where the range of positions along 
the x axis exclude a position where x=0. Additionally or 
alternatively, the respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions are determined 
where the range of positions along the X axis includes posi 
tions where X >0 or x<0. 

The sidewall profile optimization process described can be 
demonstrated further with reference to FIGS. 4,5, and 6. FIG. 
4 graphically illustrates simulations that were performed with 
the objective of exploring degrees of operational linearity X. 
More particularly, the objectives of the simulations were to 
explore a range of values for sidewall profile parameters C. 
and C, while maintaining C=O since the derivative of the 
lens sidewall contact angle function only increases as the C 
value increases, and to evaluate the right lens sidewall contact 
angle function degree of operational linearity X. Again, 
here, the lens radius of curvature R was set to equal 1.0 mm 
and the cross-sectional area A equal to 1.0 mm. In addition, 
the slope flatness metrice equaled +5%. 

FIG. 4 illustrates that the right lens sidewall contact angle 
function derivatives reach Zero where X=0 for certain values 
of C and C. Further, FIG. 4 shows that the degree of opera 
tional linearity is greatest(X=0.20 mm) for a range of C and 
C. values that form a line between C=0.8, C-0 and C-0, 
C=1.5. The occasional irregularities visible in the degrees of 
operational linearity are due to the effect of small cross 
sectional area discretization errors induced during the simu 
lations. It should be apparent that these errors do not obscure 
the general trends in degree of operational linearity X, as a 
function of C and C. 

FIG.5 graphically illustrates the right lens sidewall contact 
angle derivatives of the simulations shown in FIG. 4 to con 
firm that the derivative of the right lens sidewall contact angle 
function was Zero near x=0. More particularly, in FIG. 5, the 
right lens sidewall contact angle function derivatives are plot 
ted for a number C. C. C. sidewall profiles where the degree 
of linearity X=0.20 mm (shown as diamonds in FIG. 4). 
These plots illustrate the relative flatness of the lens sidewall 
contact angle derivatives, which implies the existence of lin 
ear relationships between right lens sidewall contact angle 
and target lens fluid lateral shift position X. While each curve 
in FIG.5 is substantially flat, the value of the derivative at x=0 
varies by over 40%. This derivative variation provides a 
designer of fluid lenses with an additional degree of freedom 
in selecting sidewall profiles since, as shown for the V-groove 
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6 
profile above, the derivative can be adjusted to optimize maxi 
mum fluid lens tuning range and/or lateral placement accu 
racy. 

Further, FIG. 6 illustrates the linear relationship between 
the right lens sidewall contact angle and the target lens fluid 
lateral shift position X. More particularly, FIG. 6 plots side 
wall profiles and lens sidewall contact angles for a selected 
profile where f(x) (C=0, C-0.8, and C-0.2). Both left and 
right lens sidewall contact angles are plotted as a function of 
lens fluid lateral displacement. Here, again, the radius of 
curvature R of the lens fluid is set to equal 1.0 mm and the 
cross-sectional area A of the lens fluid is set to equal 1.0 mm. 

FIG. 7 graphically illustrates simulations performed to 
explore this influence of variation of the lens radius of curva 
ture R on optimal sidewall profiles and degrees of operational 
linearity, while assuming the cross-sectional area A remains 
constant. This variation of the lens radius of curvature R may 
be important for fluid lens applications where both optical 
beam focus and lens fluid lateral shift are required over a 
range of focus and lens fluid lateral shift values. More par 
ticularly, FIG. 7 illustrates degrees of operational linearity X, 
for three different values for the lens radius of curvature Ras 
sidewall profile parameters C and C are adjusted and C-0 
and cross-sectional area A=1.0 mm. These simulations 
reveal that as the radius of curvature R is increased, the degree 
of operational linearity also increases (from X=0.1 mm for 
R=0.75 mm up to X=0.3 mm for R=1.25 mm). These results 
show that lens fluids with larger radii of curvature (e.g. longer 
focallengths) may be required if larger degrees of operational 
linearity are desirable. 
The size of the domain of C and C values where degrees 

of operational linearity are obtained for a given lens radius of 
curvature R value also increases as Rincreases. Further, the 
plots of FIG. 7 reveal that a limited set of C and C values 
where the degree of operational linearity is greatest regardless 
of the lens radius of curvature R value selected. This is dem 
onstrated in FIG. 7 over the range of R=0.75 mm to R=1.25 
mm. Additional simulations can be performed to explore 
optimizations of sidewall profile f(x) involving higher order 
terms. FIG. 7 indicates that if the sidewall profile f(x) order is 
limited to n=2, then a desirable profile for a linear lens side 
wall contact angle function near X=0 would be C=0, C=0.8. 

In addition to creating linear relationships between lens 
sidewall contact angle and lens fluid lateral shift position, 
sidewall profile optimizations according to the present inven 
tion can also be utilized to compensate for other sources of 
non-linearity that might exist in a fluid lens. For example, a 
non-linear transfer function might exist between the control 
electrode electric potential applied to the electrically respon 
sive lens fluid and the resulting lens sidewall contact angle. 
Another example is where non-linear transfer functions 
might exist between a lens sidewall contact angle and a lens 
focal length, perhaps via a change in the lens radius of cur 
Vature R. 

Use of this compensation approach may simplify the fluid 
lens by re-directing all non-linear response complexity into 
the methods of constructing a fluid lens comprising an opti 
mal sidewall, as described herein. Further, non-linear side 
wall profiles may be easily and accurately constructed via 
standard mass production manufacturing techniques, such as, 
but not limited to, injection molding, stamping, embossing, 
etching, or combinations thereof, of sidewall profiles. 

It is noted that recitations herein of a component of the 
present invention being "configured in a particular way, 
“configured to embody a particular property or function in a 
particular manner, are structural recitations as opposed to 
recitations of intended use. More specifically, the references 
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herein to the manner in which a component is “configured 
denotes an existing physical condition of the component and, 
as such, is to be taken as a definite recitation of the structural 
characteristics of the component. 

It is noted that terms like “preferably.” “commonly, and 
“typically, when utilized herein, are not utilized to limit the 
Scope of the claimed invention or to imply that certain fea 
tures are critical, essential, or even important to the structure 
or function of the claimed invention. Rather, these terms are 
merely intended to identify particular aspects of an embodi 
ment of the present invention or to emphasize alternative or 
additional features that may or may not be utilized in a par 
ticular embodiment of the present invention. 

For the purposes of describing and defining the present 
invention it is noted that the terms “substantially' and 
“approximately are utilized herein to represent the inherent 
degree of uncertainty that may be attributed to any quantita 
tive comparison, value, measurement, or other representa 
tion. The terms “substantially' and “approximately are also 
utilized herein to represent the degree by which a quantitative 
representation may vary from a stated reference without 
resulting in a change in the basic function of the Subject 
matter at issue. 

Having described the invention in detail and by reference to 
specific embodiments thereof, it will be apparent that modi 
fications and variations are possible without departing from 
the scope of the invention defined in the appended claims. 
More specifically, although some aspects of the present 
invention may be identified herein as preferred, particularly 
advantageous, or desirable it is contemplated that the present 
invention is not necessarily limited to these preferred aspects 
of the invention. 

It is noted that one or more of the following claims utilize 
the term “wherein” as a transitional phrase. For the purposes 
of defining the present invention, it is noted that this term is 
introduced in the claims as an open-ended transitional phrase 
that is used to introduce a recitation of a series of character 
istics of the structure and should be interpreted in like manner 
as the more commonly used open-ended preamble term 
“comprising.” 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of constructing a fluid lens comprising a fluid 

lens reservoir defined at least in part by one or more sidewalls, 
the method comprising: 

establishing a generalized sidewall profile function; 
converting the generalized sidewall profile function to a 

plurality of lens sidewall contactangle functions defined 
by different combinations of sidewall profile param 
eters, wherein each of the lens sidewall contact angle 
functions is characterized by a degree of operational 
linearity between a lens sidewall contact angle and a 
target lens fluid lateral shift along an X axis; 

determining respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions over a range of 
positions along the X axis by assessing derivative unifor 
mity of each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions 
within an established slope flatness metrice: 

evaluating the respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions to identify an 
optimized sidewall profile; and 

constructing the fluid lens by forming the fluid lens reser 
Voir with at least one sidewall comprising the optimized 
sidewall profile. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the generalized sidewall profile function can be repre 

sented as 
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the generalized sidewall profile function is converted to the 
plurality of lens sidewall contact angle functions by 
changing Co, C, C2, Cs, C, or combinations thereof. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the generalized sidewall 
profile function is converted to the plurality of lens sidewall 
contact angle functions by setting Co-0. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the derivative unifor 
mity of each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions is 
assessed by calculating the following equation: 

d6Right 
dy 

d6Right 
dy 

wherein: 

d6, refers to the derivative of the lens sidewall contact 
angle function under assessment, and 

X, refers to the degree of operational linearity of the lens 
sidewall contact angle function under assessment. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions are determined where the range of positions along the X 
axis includes a position where x=0. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions are determined where the range of positions along the X 
axis excludes a position where x=0. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions are determined where the range of positions along the X 
axis includes positions where x>0 or x<0. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the respective degrees of 
operational linearity of the lens sidewall contact angle func 
tions are determined where the range of positions along the X 
axis includes positions where x>0 and x<0. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the slope flatness metric 
e defines a permissible range of non-uniformity in assessing 
the derivative uniformity of the lens sidewall contact angle 
functions. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the slope flatness 
metrice is about +5%. 

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the slope flatness 
metrice is a function of requirements of an application of the 
fluid lens. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the fluid lens com 
prises an electrically responsive lens fluid at least partially 
held within the fluid lens reservoir and one or more control 
electrodes. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the control electrodes 
are disposed along or extend generally parallel to the sidewall 
of the fluid lens reservoir comprising the optimized sidewall 
profile. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the fluid lens is 
configured such that a Surface of the lens fluid comprises: 

a substantially cylindrical profile when the control elec 
trodes are in an unbiased State, and 
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a skewed cylindrical profile when the control electrodes are 
biased to generate an electric field that alters a curvature 
of the surface of the lens fluid. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the fluid lens reservoir 
comprises a V-groove profile, a hyperbolic profile, aparabolic 
profile, a circular profile, a rectangular profile, or other linear, 
non-linear profile, or a combination thereof. 

16. A method of constructing a fluid lens comprising a fluid 
lens reservoir defined at least in part by one or more sidewalls, 
an electrically responsive lens fluid at least partially held 
within the fluid lens reservoir, and one or more control elec 
trodes, the method comprising: 

establishing a generalized sidewall profile function; 
converting the generalized sidewall profile function to a 

plurality of lens sidewall contactangle functions defined 
by different combinations of sidewall profile param 
eters, wherein each of the lens sidewall contact angle 
functions is characterized by a degree of operational 
linearity between a lens sidewall contact angle and a 
target lens fluid lateral shift along an X axis; 

determining respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions over a range of 
positions along the X axis including a position where X-0 
by assessing derivative uniformity of each of the lens 
sidewall contact angle functions within an established 
slope flatness metric e. 

evaluating the respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions to identify an 
optimized sidewall profile; and 

constructing the fluid lens by forming the fluid lens reser 
voir with at least one sidewall comprising the optimized 
sidewall profile and by disposing the control electrodes 
along the sidewalls of the fluid lens reservoir that com 
prise the optimized sidewall profile. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein: 
the generalized sidewall profile function can be repre 

sented as 

the generalized sidewall profile function is converted to the 
plurality of lens sidewall contact angle functions by changing 
Co., C , C , C, C, or combinations thereof. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the derivative unifor 
mity of each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions is 
assessed by calculating the following equation: 

10 

15 
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40 

d6Right d6Right 
d x --0 d x - 

se d0Right 
d x -o 

and 

d0Right d0Right 
d x -o d x -- Else d6Right 

d x -o 

wherein: 

d6, refers to the derivative of the lens sidewall contact 
angle function under assessment, and 

X, refers to the degree of operational linearity of the lens 
sidewall contact angle function under assessment. 

19. A method of constructing a fluid lens comprising a fluid 
lens reservoir defined at least in part by one or more sidewalls, 
the method comprising: 

establishing a generalized sidewall profile function; 
converting the generalized sidewall profile function to a 

plurality of lens sidewall contactangle functions defined 
by different combinations of sidewall profile param 
eters, wherein each of the lens sidewall contact angle 
functions is characterized by a degree of operational 
linearity between (i) a lens sidewall contact angle and a 
target lens fluid lateral shift along an X axis, (ii) a lens 
sidewall contact angle and sidewall electrode electric 
potential, or (iii) lens sidewall contact angle and lens 
focal length; 

determining respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions over a range of 
positions along the X axis by assessing derivative unifor 
mity of each of the lens sidewall contact angle functions 
within an established slope flatness metrice: 

evaluating the respective degrees of operational linearity of 
the lens sidewall contact angle functions to identify an 
optimized sidewall profile; and 

constructing the fluid lens by forming the fluid lens reser 
Voir with at least one sidewall comprising the optimized 
sidewall profile. 


