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To all whom it may concern: :

Beitknown thatl FLORENCEE THOMPSON
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and Snate
of Illinois, haveinvented certain newand use-
ful Improvements in Shirt-Waist Retainers
and Conformers; and I do hereby declare that
thefollowingisafull, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, r eferenee being had totheaccom-
panying drawings, which form part of this
specification.

This invention is an improved shirt-waist
conformeror shaperand skirt-supporter; and
its objects are to provide a simple easily-ad-
Jjusted device for holding ladies’ shirt-waists
properly aroundthe waist and for giving tothe
fronts thereof the ‘‘elongated” or V contour
now so popular, and thls is accomplished by
means of a resilient metallic band light and
thin enough to be comfortable and readlly
conformable to the waist of the wearer and
which when its ends are connected, as herein-
after explained, will naturally assume and
maintain the V shape desired without employ-
ing any extra parts or extensions for this pur-
pose. This band can be also provided with
adjustable pin-slides, by which the shirt-waist:
can be securely fastened thereto at any de-
sired point, and the band may also be used
as a skirt-supporter, if desired, by providing
the skirt-waistband with hooks which can be
caught over the band intermediate the slides
Lhereon, or a separate skirt-supporting band
of heavier material can be employed, if de-
sired. The invention is very light and sim-
ple, yet positive in conformation when fas-

‘tened, and it can be easily connected to a

shirt waist or body before the latter is put.on
and removed and put on therewith at the
pleasure of the wearer.

The accompanying drawings 1llust1 ate a
simple embodiment of the 1nvent10n and I re-
fer to the claimsfor concise summaries of the
material features thereof for which protec-
tection is claimed.

In said drawings, Flerure Tis'a perspectlve
view illustrating tne devme in use. Fig.2is
a similar view thereof detached from waist
and skirt, showing the band fastened in full
lines and open in dotted lines. Fig.3isade-
tail view of the band-fastening, partlv in sec-
tion. Fig. 4is an enlarged section through

(Wo model.)

oneof the slides, and Fig. 5 a detail of a slight
modification of the band. TFig. 6 is a detail.

The device comprisesa band 1, preferably
made of thin steel, on one end of which is se-
cured a flat loop 2, the opening in which isin

the same plane as the width of the band and

extends transversely, not longitudinally, of

-the band. This opening is large enough to

permit the opposite end 3 of the band to be
slipped therethrough. Theend 3 of the band
is provided with a series of backwardly-point-
ing noteches or serrations 3’ on its upper edge,
so that when the end 3 is slipped through loop
2 the natural resiliency of the band w1ll cause
one of the notches 3’ to engage the corner of
the loop, as shown in Fig. 2, and fasten the
band, and by pushing end 3 more or less
through the loop the belt can be fitted more
or'less tightly.

The band 1 is preferably made of thin steel

and normally will assume and maintain a
straight form, and when placed around the
waist it is necessary to partly twist-or bend
the front ends of the belt to enable end 3 o
be engaged with loop 2, and the natural re-
silieney of the belt causes these parts to lock
when engaged; this locking being facilitated
by the expansive pressure on the band by the
waist of the wearer.
- Owing to the bend or twist of the band 1
necessary toengage ends 2 and 8,as deseribed,
the band when fastened naturally assumes
the shape shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the con-
nected ends pointing down inV shape, thus
imparting the desired fashionable form to the
shirt-waist front.

I consider the peculiar manner of fastening

the ends of band whereby the V shape is nat-
urally obtained one of the important features
of myinvention, andit is notessential thereto
that the band be made of one mtegral Ppiece
of metal.
- In some cases the band mwht be made of
several pieces suitably eonnected—as shown
in Fig. 5, for example—so as to allow longitu-
dlnal adgustablhty of “the band, Whlle yet
sufﬁclenﬂy rigid to insure its ends naturally
assuming the V shape when they are con-
nected as above described.

In Fig.'5 the band is composed of two parts
B and C having their adJommff ends over-
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lapped and slidably connected by clips a,
part A having a catch o' adapted to engage
one of the slits b in part B, so as to lock the
parts when adjusted.

Upon the band 1 are slipped a series of ad-
justable slides 4, each provided with a suit-
able shirt-waist engaging and retaining de-
vice, safety-pins 4' being shown attached to
theslides. The wearer canfasten these slides
to the shirt-waist at the desired points previ-
ous to putting it on and ean adjust the slides
suitably upon the band before fastening the
latter. In this way the shirt-waist can be
held down in place at any desired points
around the band and waist of the wearer.

‘When used as a skirt-support, theskirt-band
isprovided with hooks 5, which can be caught
overtheband, asshown. Theinvention there-
fore is useful as a shirt-waist retainer, a shirt-
waistconformer or shaper, and asa skirt-sup-
porter.

Having thus described my invention, what
I therefore claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent thereon, is—

1. A shirt-waist retainer and conformer,
comprising a metallic band having a loop at
one end in the plane of the width of the band,
and extending transversely thereof, the other
end of the band being flat and adapted to be
passed through the loop to thereby impart
a V shape to the waist, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A shirt-waist retainer and conformer
comprising a band having a transverse loop
at one end in the plane of the width of the
band, and its other end serrated on its upper
edge, and adapted when passed through the
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loop to lock therein and impart a V shape to
the front of band, substantially as deseribed.

3. A shirt-waist retainer and conformer,
comprising a metallic band having a trans-
verse loopatone end in the planeof the width
of the band, and its other end flattened and
adapted to be passed through the loop and
locked thereto, thereby imparting a V shape
to the waist, adjustable slides on the band,
and waist- engaging devices on said slides,
substantially as described.

4. A shirt- waist retainer and conformer
comprising a band having a transverse loop
at one end in the plane of the width of the
band, and its other end serrated on its upper
edge, and adapted when passed through the
loop tolock thereinand imparta V shape tothe
front of the band, a plurality of slides on the
band, and waist-engaging devices attached to
theslides, substantially asdescribed.

5. The herein-described shirt-waist con-
former, consisting of a band of flat spring
metal having serrations on one edge near one
end thereof, and a transverse flat loop at the
other end of the band lying in the plane of
the width of the band and adapted when trans-
fixed by the serrated end of the band to im-
part a V shape to the shirt-waist, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I eclaim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

FLORENCE E. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:
AGNES V. LANDER,
CLARA W. DRENK.
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