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The present invention relates to collar sup 
porting devices such as are used by laundries for 
the purpose of reinforcing the collar portions of 
garments in the garment laundering and finish 
ing operations, and aims to provide a very simple 
and effective device of what is called the single 
support type, for insertion between the folds of a 
shirt collar. 

Accordingly I have devised a support which 
comprises substantially a single band of flexible 
material which is designed to be inserted between 
the folds of the collar and of sufficient extent to 
provide a support throughout the curved portions 
of the collar as well as the front portions there 
of-with the result that all necessary portions 
of the collar are properly Supported or rein 
forced, and also the support itself is held firmly 
in position by its being gripped by the side curved 
portions of the collar. 
The invention further aims to provide a Supe 

porting device which may be readily and quickly 
inserted into supporting position, and of Such 
contour as will enable it to operate automatically 
to bring the front portions of the collar into 
proper relation to each other as required by the 
finished condition of the garment. To this end 
the contour of the upper edge of the Support 
comprises inclined portions sloping toward each 
other, whereby on insertion of the Support into 
place Within the collar said inclined portions : 
operate to draw the front portions of the collar 
toward each other into the desired position. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 3, show 
ing Said modified form in operative or support 
ing position, and 

Figure 7 is a plan view showing another modi 
fled form of the collar support. 
Collar supports of the general class to which 

the present device relates have all been of such 
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With these general objects in view the inven 
tion will now be described by reference to the 
accompanying drawing illustrating suitable emi 
bodiments or forms of construction for the pur 
pose of practicing the invention, after which 
those features and combinations deemed to be 
novel and patentable Will be particularly set forth 
and claimed. 

In the drawing 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 

collar portion of a shirt with the improved de 
vice in initial position or ready to be inserted 
into supporting position; 

Figure 2 is a similar view illustrating an inter 
mediate position in the operation of inserting 
said support within the collar; 
Figure 3 is a similar view showing the device 

completely inserted or in operative Supporting 
position with the collar; 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the improved de 
vice, on an enlarged scale: 
Figure 5 is a similar view showing a modified 

form of the device 
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a design as to afford the supporting or collar 
reinforcing function with reference only to the 
front portions of the collar. These supports have 
been either of the single-support type (i. e., for 
insertion between the inner and outer folds only 
of the collar), or of the double-support type for 
also folding over inside the collar against the 
inner face of the neckband-as illustrated in my 
Patent No. 1,879,918 dated Sept. 27, 1932. In all 
these former types they were made for support 
ing and reinforcing only the front portions of 
the collar, i. e., forwald of its curved side por 
tions such curved sides of the collar receiving 
very little, if any, support, and the supporting 
device (particularly if of the single-support 
type), depending upon its position within the 
front collar portions to retain it in its supporting 
position between the collar folds. 
The purpose of the present invention, there 

fore, is to provide a support in which the sup 
porting or reinforcing function is extended 
throughout said curved side portions of the col 
ar, and in which the device is firmly gripped 
and held in place by said curved side portions; 
and moreover, a device which, in the operation 
of inserting it, will also act automatically to 
contract the collar and draw the front collar 
portions into proper relation corresponding to 
the finished state of the garment. 

Referring to the drawing, the improved device 
is shown as comprising a band or supporting 
Strip 8 of suitable flexible, yet relatively stiff 
material, such as cardboard or the like, and of 
a length coextensive with more than two-thirds 
of the length of the collar neckband; the length 
of the band is thus sufficient to extend around 
the front portions of the collar 0 (between the 
inner and Outer folds and 2 thereof) and 
also past the curved side portions and into the 
rear portion of the collar, as clearly illustrated 
in Figure 3. As the collar to assumes an ap 
proximately upright position with relation to the 
shirt as the latter lies flat upon the ironing 
board, but with the front of the collar sloping 
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somewhat relative to the shirt front, the strip 
or band 8 is cut or stamped in the form of a 
wide W-shaped contour which is thereby adapted 
to assume approximately the correct supporting 
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relation to the finished collar, when inserted 
therein as above described. Moreover, the up 
per converging edges is of the band or strip 
also serve automatically to contrast the collar for 
the purpose of drawing the upper front corners 
6 of the collar together, in the Operation of 

inserting the device with the collar, as will be 
seen by a comparison of Figures l and 2. 
The method of inserting the device within the 

shirt collar is illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 3. 
The operator places the band upon the shirt front 
beneath the tips or points of the collar as shown 
in Figure 1, and then thrusts the band up bea 
neath the collar points and as far up inside the 
front collar portions as it will go, which results 
in bringing the front corners together, due to 
the action of the converging edges of the band 
in contracting the collar, and also puts the front 
of the collar in just that condition to facilitate 

... the insertion of the ends of the band . Accord 
ingly the next step is simply to bring both ends 
of the band up within the collar, simultaneously, 
between the inner and outer folds, 2, as repre 
sented in Figure 3, which is easily accomplished 
by the operator using both hands for engaging 
both ends of the device and also the rear side 
portions of the collar. 
There is thus produced the combined operation 

of closing up the front corners f of the collar, 
and inserting a reinforcement between the collar 
folds which extends entirely around both the side 
curved portions of the collar for proper reinforce 
ment of the same; and in its operative or sup 
porting position the band is also firmly gripped or 
clamped by these curved portions at the sides of 
the collar in such a way that there is no possi 
bility of the device working out of position, but 
the device can only be removed by a deliberate 
act for that purpose. Moreover, the device serves 
to hold the front ends of the collar together as 
shown in Figure 3 without any buttoning means 
at the front of the collar. 
To understand one of the important advan 

tages of the improved support, it is pointed out 
that it is customary in shirt finishing operations 
to use a collar forming device which includes a 
heated form member placed inside the collar, and 
the heat being for the purpose of softening the 
starched portions of the collar to make them 
flexible enough to shape them to the form; and 
as this has a tendency to stretch the neck fold 
of the collar it also tends to close up the tie or 
cravat space between the collar folds, including 
that space between the curved side portions of 
the collar. The use of the present device (which 
is placed in position before the use of the collar 
forming device), not only operates to prevent 
closing up the tie space in the front portions of 
the collar but, being long enough to extend past 
the side curved portions of the collar, it also 
prevents the closing up of the tie space between 
those curved portions so as to preserve ample 
space for the slipping of the tie or cravat all 
around the collar as required for manipulating 
the same by the Wearer. 

Besides remaining in place up until the time 
of use of the shirt, and requiring no buttoning 
of the collar at any time, an important function 
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of the improved device is also to provide an ef 
ficient support for both the sides and rear of 
the collar in addition to the front portions there 
of-this being in contrast to previous collar slip 
ports which have lent no satisfactory support 
ing action to the curved sides of the collar; and 
as already noted, the gripping of the end por 
tions of the improved device by said curved sides 
serves to securely clamp it in operative position 
at all times. 

It is of course unnecessary to make the device 
of a specified length for each size of collar, but 
Only in a limited number of sizes each having S. 
certain range of use covering a given number of 
collar sizes. 
The modification illustrated in Figure 5 com 

prises a band or strip 8' in which is conveniently 
incorporated certain features of the character 
illustrated in my Patent No. 2,149,192 dated Feb. 
28, 1939, said features being the tab elements 20 
formed between the two high points or shoulders 
2, designed to function in the same manner as 
explained in said patent, viz, to clamp or grip 
the upper front corners of the collar and there 
by hold the inner edges of the seam portions 
22 of the front collar edges in engagement with 
said points or shoulders 2. Besides this, the 
tab elements 20 add a finished appearance, in 
the use of the device, as illustrated in Figure 6, 
and affords space for a trade-mark or advertis 
ing, if desired. 
As represented in Figures 5 and 7, the upper 

end corners of the band or strip 8 may be Suit 
ably rounded off, as indicated at 24. 

Figure 7 illustrates another modified form of 
band or strip 8' in which the feature of the high 
points or shoulders 2 is retained, but the tab ele 
ments are omitted from the Space between Said 
shoulders-the use or operation of the device 
being otherwise the same as has already been 
described. 

It will thus be apparent that I have devised 
a construction which is adapted to fulfill all 
the desired objects of the invention, and while 
I have shown and described Suitable and practical 
forms thereof, I expressly reserve the right to 
make whatever changes or modifications may 
be deemed to fall within the spirit and scope of 
the appended claim.S. 
What claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
-1, A collar support for collar-attached shirts, 

comprising a single strip of flexible and relative 
ly stiff material insertable between the folds of 
the collar and extending across the meeting ends 
at the front of the collar and also entirely around 
the side curved portions thereof and terminating 
within the rear portion of the collar. 

2. A collar support for collar-attached shirts 
comprising a single strip of flexible and relative 
ly stiff material for insertion between the folds 
of the collar and across the front meeting ends 
thereof and being coextensive with more than 
two-thirds of the length of the neckband of the 
collar for terminating within the rear portion of 
the collar at points substantially to the rear of 
the maximum width of the collar. 

JAMES W. STEELE, 


